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SERMON, 


JOHN    vi.  68. 

Tben  Shnon  Peter  anfwered  him,  Lord,  to  whom  /hall 
w#  ^  ^  Thou  btf/t  the  vjo^ds  of  eternal  life. 


fnT^HE  charaAer  of  a  teacher,  which  onr  bkflrd  Sa* 
'^  mur  affiimed  when  he  entered  on  his  public 
xnioiftry^  naturally  engaged  the  attention  of  his  coon* 
trynseny  and  procured  him  a  great  number  of  foUowen. 
Thoufands  crouded  to  him  from  all  quarters,  to  hear 
his  doAHncs ;  when  they  beheld  the  miracles  which  he 
wroaghty  we  are  told,  thac  '<  Great  fear  came  on  all, 
and  they  glorified  God,  laying,  thac  a  great  prophet  is 
rifen  up  among  us,  and  that  God  hath  vifited  his  peo« 
pie.'    Lkke  vii.  i6. 

Of  the  vaft  multitudes,  however,  which  attended  the 
snaiftry  of  Chri(^  h  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  every 
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individual  could  have  a  difliodl  idea  of  his  undertaking, 
or  would  oe  actuated  by  upright  motives  and  inten- 
tions. On  the  contrary,  it  appears,  that  many  were 
influenced  by  the  views  of  worldly  ambition;  not  a 
few  attended  him  from  curiofity  and  the  love  of  won- 
der; and  it  may  be  admitted,  without  any  reproach  to 
Chrift  or  bis  caufe^  that  fome  fallowed  him  from  prin- 
ciples of  a  ftill  more  exceptionable  nature. 

This  being  the  cafe,  it  cannot  be  furprifing,  that  our 
Lord's  difcourfe  in*  the  (ynagogue  of  Capernaum, 
which  the  iLvangclift  hath  recorded  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  chapter,  iliould  have  given  (uch  general  of- 
fence to  his  hearers  Difappointed  in  tht* ir  esqYedla- 
tions,  and  neither  relifbing  nor  rightly  comprehending 
the  fublirae  truths  which  be  delivere(d>  many  of  his  dif- 
ciples,  we  are  told,  went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
with  him  Chnft  obferving  this  apoftacy,  put  to  his 
^oflles  the  queftion  contamed  in  the  foregoing  verfe^ 
**  Will  ye  alfo  go  away?*''  To  this  queftion,  Peter,  in 
the  name,  and^  no  doubt,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
reft,  replied  in  the  words  of  our  text,  "Lord,  to  whom 
ihall  we  go  ?  thou  haft  the  words  of  eternai  life.** 

This  anfwer  expreffes  a  deliberate  refolution  of  a<^- 
hering  to  Chrift:  and  his  religion,  proceeding  from  a  juft 
conviftion  that  Jefus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  the. 
Saviour  of  the  world;  and  that  th^  difpenfation  of 
mercy,  which  he  came  to  publifli  and  execute,  was  the 
only  foundation  upon  which  they  could  fafcly  reft 
their  hopes  of  eternal  lifc    And  if  the  ApoftJes  can  be' 
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ja0ifiei]  on  (olid  grounds,*  in  fontan^  and  adhering^  to 
this  refolution,  at  the  very  dawn  of  the  Gofpel,  with 
hownmch  greafier  advantage  nay  the  Chri/llan's  chfMce 
be  vnidtcated  now,  when  the  whole  myftery  of.  godli« 
seis  is  folly  difclofed,  the  evidence  of  its  truth  com* 
ideated,  and  its  beneficial  tendency  proved  by  the  hap- 
P7  experience  of  miUions  i 

As  the  di(ciple  of  Jefus  ought  to  be  always  ready  to 
Ipve  an  anfwer  to  him  who  afketh  a  reafon  of  his  hope^ 
fo  there  may  be  tbnes  and  (ealbns  which  call  upon 
him,  with  a  peculiar  emphafis,  to  produce  his  reafons 
to  the  world,  and  to  (how  the  foundadoa  of  his  fdth.<^ 
That  the  prefent  is  a  fea(bn  of  this  kind,  cannot,  I 
prefume,  be  queftioned.  Are  not  the  attempts  of  infi« 
ddity  and  libertinifm  to  weaken  the  foundations  of  re- 
ligion, and  to  banter  the  ChrifKan  out  of  his  profef' 
fion,  as  bold  and  foccefsful  as  ever  ?  Is  not  Popery^ 
with  perfevering  zeal  and  obHinacy,  continubg  her 
endeavours  to  maintain  and  enlarge  the  empire 
of  darknefs,  ftill  depriving  her  deluded  votaries  of 
the  knowledge  of  genuine  Chriftianity,  and  for* 
cing  upon  them  a  fyftem  of  abfurdity  and  fuperfiition, 
as  sbe  means  of  obtaining  eternal  life  ?  And  who,  that 
confiders  the  preient  (late  pf  religion  in  our  country^ 
does  not  perceive  a  fpirit  of  backiliding,  or,  at  leaft,  of 
iDffi&reoce  and  inattention  to  the  eflential  truths  and 
duties  of  the  Gofpel,  prevailing  to  au  alarming  degree? 
I  (hall;  therefore^  take  occafion  from  this  paflage  of 
icripturc^ 

J. 
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h  To  (hue  and  explain  the  grotrnd^  Qpoft  whkk* 
we  eiobrace  and  adhere  to  the  Gafpel  of  Jefu»,  as  the 
pidy  efiedual  mean  of  obtaiving  etenral  Ufe.  Alier 
which  y 

IL  A  fiiws  obfervations  fbonded  eo  tUs  fiibjeAy  and 
failed  to  the  defign  of  our  pceftst  meetiagi  fliaE  co^« 
(lade  the  di(coarre« 

I  have  not  vanitj  enough  to  expcfi,  that  anjr  dang  I 
can  advance  upon  thiafitiigeA  will  convince  and  fikdce^ 
mudh  left  convert  the  b<Jd  and  determined  infidels 
Had  this  been  poffible^  it  woiiU  have  been  tSt&edi 
long  be^re  this  time.    Men  of  the  greateft  kamittg  . 
and   abilities   have  appeared   in  the  defimce  af  the- 
gofpcl,  and  argued  the  canfe  bcjrond  the  pofibilitji  ot. 
a  rcafunable  reply*    But  tke  misfortjUi^eis^unbtlievfM 
will  ftill  perfiA  in  their  oppofition  to  ChriftiAaatj^f  bf  re« 
tailing  the  arguments  and  objeftiona  wkioh  have  been 
urged  a  honored  times  before,  and  as  often  refilled.. 
H  they  want  the  ability  car  indiiiation  to  reafim  opoa 
the  fubjefiy  or  are  afraid  to  hazard  their  cattfe  upoa. 
th^t  ground,  they  have  recourfe  to  the  io£imnt»  arti« 
fices  of  banter,  ridicule,  and  witqr  nrifrgprefimtariang ; 
as  if  religioo,   upon  which  our  eimrlafting  happiasfs 
depends,  were  a  matter  to  be  trifled  with,  amtthe  ev»« 
deoccs  of  its  truth  put  off  with  a  wxtttdfaa,  ov  « lasghv 
But  the  objed  at  which  I  principally  aim,  and  I  hope 
with  a  greater  probability  of  fiiccels,  is  to  vindicate  tbe 
reafonablenefs  of  the  Cbriftian's  choice;  to  fo|;tiff  his 
faith  againft  the   infidious  defigns  of  the  unbeliever ; 
and  to  judify  and  encourage  the  laudable  efforts  of 

thefe 
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diefe  generous  {piriu^  who,  in  aa  age  difgraced  by 
irrelig^on  and  profligacy,  are  (landing  forth  in  defence 
pi  the  gofpel,  and  with  a  becoming  zeal  for  the  good 
of  dieir  country  and  the  happinels  of  the  human  kind, 
are  endeavouring,  like  true  Chriftians  and  true  patriou, 
to  diffiife  the  knowledge  of  this  truly  divine  inftitution 
through  thofe  remote  regions  where  ignorance  and 
fiq>erfUtion  do  (till  unhappily  prevail. 

I  fliaU  proceed,  then,  to  ftate  and  explain  the  grounds 
upon  which  we  embrace  and  adhere  to  the  Golpel  of 
Je&is,  as  the  only  effedoal  mean  of  obtaining  eternal 
life.  Of  thefe  the  following  appear  to  be  the  chief 
and  moft  important:  ift.  The  confideratioa  of  odr  pre- 
fent  g^ty  and  degraded  ftate  by  nature,  and  the  obvi- 
oos  oeceflity  of  a  compleat  and  thorough  change,  in 
order  to  render  us  capable  of  eternal  life :  2Jfy,  (The 
mamfeft  inability  of  human  nature  to  produce  this  ne* 
ceflary  change ;  or,  by  any  efforts  of  its  own,  effefiual- 
ly  to  affift  and  relieve  itfelf :  3i//y,  The  intrinfic  excel- 
lence  of  the  Chiiftian  inftitution,  as  a  mean  for  the  ac* 
complUhment  of  that  end :  and  4tbly,  The  fuffidency  of 
the  evidence,  upon  which  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
difpenfa^ooi  fs  a  revelation  from  heaven,  is  efta« 
Uiflied. 

With  refpeA  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  wc  obferve,  that 
as  "Chriftianity  proceeds  upon  the  foppofition  that  man 
is,  at  prefent,in  a  ftate  of  ruin  and  degradation,  and  that 
it  is  propofed  to  the  world  as  the  plan  of  infinite  wifdom . 
and  mercy^  for  the  recovery  of  that  dignity  and  hap» 
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pinefs  from  which  we  fell,  it  moft  furely  be  a  firft  ohjeft 
of  hiquiiy/in  deddingupon  thepretenfionsof  this  fcbeme, 
to  confidefi  whether  or  not  the  reprefentation  it  gives 
of  human  nature  be  founded  on  &A.  If  we  are  inno^ 
cent  creatures^  we  have  no  need  of  a  Saviour  ;  or  if 
we  are  able,  by  the  exertion  of  our  own  ;ri>ilities,  to  di& 
cover  and  pradife  the  whok  pf  our  duty  as  reaibiw 
able  and  accountable  beings,  we  bave  no  need  of  fu* 
pernatural  inffrudioit  and  afliftance.  fn  this  cafe,  the 
gofpel  fch^pme  would  be  wholly  tnappKcable  to  our  dr* 
eumftances,  and  we  (hould  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
]^erfeA  and  perfevering  obedience^  accorcBng  to  the 
eftabliflied  hiws  of  God^  moral  government,  would  not 
only  fecnre  us  from  punifliment,  but  preferve  our  title  to 
the  divine  favour,  and  to  the  privileges  of  immortality^ 

But  is  this  adually  our  prefent  concfitionf  Is  there 
a  man  fo  blind  to  his  own  imperfe£Uons,  or  fo  igno- 
rant of  what  paiTeth  in  the  world,  as  to  affirm  it  ?  Obfer« 
vation  and  experience  muft.ceovance  every  candid  inqut* 
rer,  beyond  the  poifibiUty  of  a  doubt,  that  "alt  have  fio* 
ned  and  come  (hort  of  the  glory  of  God.''  If  we  lode 
into  ourfelves,  we  cannot  but  perceive  that  darknels,  de* 
brlityand  corruption  have  invaded  and  overfpread  all  the 
faculties  of  the  humanfoul.  The  uoderftanding,  by  nature 
incapable  of  inveftigating  or  relifliing  the  fublime  truths 
of  religion,  finks  into  indolence,  or  contents  itfelf  with 
acquifitioasofan  inferior  kind.  The  will,  at  enmity  with 
God,  and  averfe  from  goodnefs,  breaks  through  every 
religious  and  moral  reftraint,  and  hurries  forward  in  the 
iMd  career  of  vice.    The  afi^fons,  poUuted  with  fln, 

and 


imd  dea4  to  every  pure  and  fpiritual  f leafure,  ik> 
loiter  ftnnulate  the  fool  to  the  pnrfuit  of  virtue,  bur  Bx 
qx>n  the  objeds  of  renfe,  and  are  immerfecl  in  the  fordid 
gratificationsof  mere  animal  pleafure.  Even  reafon  itfelf^ 
which  pretends  to  the  fupreme  dkeftion,  hath  loft  its  iqp 
fluence,  is  become  the  flave  of  appetite,  and,  with  mean 
<A)Iequioarnefsy  does  the  drudgery  of  vice.  In  fhort^ 
4Mir  intelle<5lual  powers  have  been  much  enfeebled  and 
comipted^  inftead  of  fqpporting  and  co»operating  with 
;each  other  in  purfuing  the  chief  goo4,  and  performing 
the  various  funcftions  of  fpiritual  life^  they  are  fallen  in- 
to a  ftate  of  .univerfal  weaknefs  apd  diforder. 

But  if  any  man  ihould  not  perceive  this  reprefenta- 
tion  of  liuman  nature  verified  in  his  own  Cafe,  let  him 
look  abroad  into  the  world,  and  examine  it  in  the  chg« 
raflers  of  others.  Perhs^  he  will  judge  with  lefs  par* 
ttality/  when  felf  is  not  Jthe  immediate  objed.  If 
the  human  heart  is  not  depraved,  whence  that  isxu 
fittjf  profanenefs,  a^d  perjury,  that  covetoufneff, 
decdt,  and  injuftice?  that  violence,  cruelty,  lewd* 
nefs,  intemperance,  and  inni^mei^able  other  vices,  whic^ 
blacken  and  diigrace  the  human  character  i  If  the 
^Mirce  be  undefiled,  whence  thefe  impure  dreams  ? 
-If  innocmice,  integrity,  attd  benevolence  chafaf^erize 
abe  conda<t  of  man,  what  mean  thofe  penal  laws, 
vkkh  have  been  enaAed  in  abmdadee,  in  every  nation 
fit  tim  world  i  Thofe  fbourgingSi  imprifonments,  and 
jakecutidns^  widch  are  inflided  (o  frequently,  and  with 
Amuch  r^pur  ?  The  cafe  w  plain,  and  the  fcriptqre 
account  fia^  fonfirmed^  that  all  flelh  have  corrupted 

their 
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their  waySi^— that  all  are  by  nature  dead  in  trefptfl^ 
and  fina.  Without  the  light  of  revelation)  there 
may  be  much  room  for  (peculation^  and  many  difficulties 
may  occur  in  attempting  to  account  for  the  introdudion 
of  moral  evil  into  the  world ;  but  with  refped  to  the 
USt  itlelf,  that  moral  evil  does  a(5lually  exift,  there 
can  be  no  ground  of  difpute.  It  is  admitted,  indeed, 
that  all  are  not  ecjually  depraved,  and  that  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  not  equally  dreadful  in 
every  nation,  and  in  every  age.  Still,  however,  it  will 
hold  true,  that  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth, 
who  doeth  good,  and  (inneth  not.  The  very  beft  feel 
a  law  in  their  members  warring  againft  the  law  of 
their  minds,  and  frequently  bringing  them  mto  capti. 
vity  to  the  law  of  fin. 

Now,  if  this  be  a  true  accoutit  of  the  prelent  (|ate 
rf  human  nature.  It  follows,  by  neceflary  confe- 
quence,  that  a  change  muft  be  effc<fted  before  we  can 
be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life.  It  is 
the  voice  of  reafon,  as  well  as  of  revelation,  that 
'*  except  a  man  be  bom  agam,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven;''  for,  "  without  holinefs  no 
man  can  fee  the  Lord.'' 

But  what  if  fin,  whilft  It  cancels  our  title  to  eter- 
nal  life,  and  difqualifies  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
renders  us,  at  the  fame  time,  obnoxious  to  pofitive 
fnffcring  or  puniOiment  ?  This  appears  highly  probable, 
even  m  the  eye  of  reafon,  weak  and  bedimmed  as  it  is. 
T|ie  doarine  of  i|  moral  providence  neceflarily  im- 

plitf. 


L 


(.13    ) 

fficity  that  the  Tiolatkm  of  the  dime  law  (ban  \zj 
the  ofiettder  under  an  obligation  to  poniflunent.  For 
CO  what  parpofe  eoaft  laws,  without  guarding  and 
enforcing  them  by  proper  ian&ions?  Could  there  be 
either  wifdom  or  righteoufnefs,  or  joftice  in  the  di« 
▼ine  government,  if  the  fiibjeds  of  that  government 
might  tram|de  upqn  the  Ibvereign's  authority  with 
imponity  ?-^BeCde8,  does  not  confciencc  fuggeft  that 
we  are  accountable  to  our  Maker  for  our  conduA,  and 
frequendy  alarm  tlie  (inner  with  the  apprehenfions  and 
forebodings  of  future  puni(hment  ?  Have  not  thefe 
foggeftions  and  apprehenGons  prevailed  univerlally, 
and  given  rife  to  numberleis  expedients  for  appealing 
the  offended  deity  ?  And  can  there  be  a  ftronger  proof, 
that  this  principle  of  religion  is  planted  deep  in  the  hu- 
man heart,  and  confeqnently  nuft  be  founded  in  truth  i 
For  can  it  be  rationally  fiq>pofed,  that  the  wife  and 
gracioos  author  of  our  bebg  would  plant  hopes  and 
fears  in  us,  without  any  correiponding  objefts? 
Would  not  foch  a  fuppofition  reprefent  hfan,  either  as 
a  capricious  being,  aAmg  without  end  or  objeA,  or  as 
necffficated  to  govern  hi&  creatures  by  the  dread  of 
evils  merely  ideal,  and  which  he  (erionfly  never  dcGgn^ 
ed  to  inflid  ?  It  is  true,  the  devices  fallen  upon  to  quiet 
the  fears  of  confcience  were  always  fuperftitious  and 
unfatisfaAory.  Bat  this  does  not  deftroy  the  credibility 
of  future  pnniflunents  arifing  from  thefe  natural  feel* 
ings  and  apprehenGons.  Nature  was  right  in  her 
conduGons  refpeAing  the  connexion  betwbct  Gn  and 
^|iiniihment«    She  only  erred,  as  mdeed  flie  ever  urall, 

without 
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wttliMt  tike  ttd  of  revelttioii,  tn  the  Ja^gMettMhe 
formed  of  the  ntture  of  fatare  panifhments,  and  the 
methods  (he  sdopced  for  removing  the  penal  conle* 
ifaences  of  On.  |q  Ibort,  the(e  condufiotis  of  reafoti 
are  fuHjr  confirmed  hf  the  ordinary  condvd  of  provi- 
dence in  the  government  of  the  moral  world,  fo  far 
is  it  comes  wicliiii  tlie  reach  of  our  obfenration. 
There  is  manifeftly  an  eftabliflied  connedton  betwixt 
finning  and  fufiering^  the  one  following  the  other  as 
ita  natural  confequence  and  puniihment.  And  ibough 
the  tendency  of  the  criminal  courfe  of  aftion  to  render 
the  delinquent  miferable,  does  not  take  effe^,  in  every 
eafe,  immediately  and  in  exact  proportion;  yet  this 
does  neither  deUroy  nor  weaken  the  evidence  of  nature, 
but  rather  leads  us  to  expeft  feme  future  period. 
Under  the  moral  adminUiration  of  God,  when  the 
statural  tendencies  of  virtue  and  vice  Oialt  have  their 
full  etfed*  On  this  ground  the  ancient  philoA^hers 
built  their  ftrongeft  arguments  for  jthe  immortality  of 
the  foul  and  a  future  ftate. 

Should  any  man  venture  to  a^ert  that  human 
nature  is  at  prefent  in  the  (ame  condition  in  which 
the  Almighty  placed  it  atfirft;  and  meant  it  tocoptinuey 
the  affercion  would  not  be  more  falfe  than  foreign  to 
the  purpofe.  That  God  fliould  have  created  an  order 
of  beings  under  the  neceflity  of  iinning,  and  consequent- 
ly of  fufFering,  is  utterly  incongruous  to  every  idea  wp 
can  form  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  juftice,  and  goodnefs. 
Reafon,  if  permitted  to  (jpcak  out,  will  agree  with  thp 

declarapons 
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dechntions  of  fcripturc,  that  God  made  man  oprisfbt, 
with  the  power  of  preferving  his  umocence  ;  bat  that 
htf  by  the  abu(e  or  mUapplication  of  his  facnhiesi  loft 
his  innocence,  and  involved  himfelf  in  guilt  and 
wretchedoefs. 

Soppofingi  however,   that  ignoraneei  dcbtltty,  atfi4 

moral  tnrpitnde  had  been  the  original  lot  of  hnroaiiikyv 

does'  this  fuppofitton  neceflaril/  preclude  the  idea  of 

any  alteration  or  improvement  i    Look  into  the  king* 

iom  of  nature,  and  you  will  obferve  every  thing  aU 

snoft  advandng,  by  gradual  and  progreflive  ftep^,  from 

weak  and  imperfeA    beginnings    to  higher   degreea 

of  perfeffion.    And  why   may  not  the  fame  rule  take 

place  under  the  moral  government  of  God  i  We  per* 

ceive  the  human  mind  improving  in  every  other  kind  of 

knowledge ;  why,  then,  Ihould  it  be  thought,  that 

religion  and  morals  are  the  only  things  in  which  man 

is  debarred  from  improvement?  And  therefore,  though 

it  flioQld  be  granted,  that  man  was  orig^ly  created 

in  a  ftate  of  ignorance  and  moral  defilement,  yet  you 

cannot  infer  from  thence,  that  no  change  in  his  nature 

and  condition  was  intended  by   his  Creator,  and  that 

na  means  were  appointed  for  railing  him  to  a  higher 

degree  of  ifignity  and  blefiednefi. 

Such  being  the  prefent  guilty  and  depraved  date- 
of  human  nature,  a  queftioa  naturally  occurs  to  the 
mind  of  the  convinced  finner,  '*'  What  (hall  I  do  to 
be  faved?^'  A  que  A  ion  thb  of  infinite  moment,  as 
upon  the  right  determinatioa  of  it  his  everlafting  happi* 

nefs 
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jiefi  depends.     TUm,  then,  leads  our  attention   to 
the 

Second  Groond  or  reafon^  by  whkh  we  are  led  to  em- 
brace the  gofpel  as  the  only  effeAual  mean  of  obuining 
eternal  life^  namely,  the  mability  of  human  nature,  by 
any  efforts  of  iu  own,  effeAually  to  affift  and  relieve 
itftlf. 

In  OTder  to  this,  thefe  three  thmgs  feem  abfolutely 
neceilary:  ifl,  The  obligation  we  are  under  to  fuflfer 
pumOimeat,  in  confequence  of  our  difobedience,  mad: 
be  cancelled  :  2dfy,  The  mind  muft  be  re(cued  from 
the  bondage  of  darknefs,  and  enlightened  with  the 
knowledge  of  true  religion  :  And  2dly,  Our  fotds  mutt 
be  purified  from  the  defilements  of  fin,  and  efiedually 
affifted  and  enabled  to  recover  their  original  dignity 
and  perfeffion,  without  which  we  muft  for  ever  re- 
main incapable  of  eternal  Ufe. 

With  refpea  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  neceffity  of  it 
is  obvbus  and  mdifputaUe.  The  fentence  of  the  di- 
vbac  law  is  an  infuperable  bar  m  our  way  to  happinefi  ; 
and  till  it  be  removed,  we  can  have  no  hope.  But 
how  is  this  to  be  done  i  Can  man,  by  any  power  or 
policy  of  his  own,  reVer(e  the  decrees  of  heaven,  or 
ftop  the  regular  courfe  of  juftice  i  Shall  we  look  i:^  to 
ibvereign  mercy  for  relief?  Every  thing  that  mercy 
can  do,  ooofiftently  with  holinefs  and  juftice,  we  may 
ezpeA.  But  reafon  tells  us,  that  an  unconditional  dift 
penfation  of  pardon  is  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  of 
the  D^ty,  and  with  the  order  and  ends  of  his  govern- 

ment: 


( i? ) 

ihcnti  And  therefore,,  if  pardon  (hall  be  granted,  it 
moft  be  granted  upon  the  condition  of  fuch  a  fatisfa£Hoa 
as  will  effedually  anfwer  tbefe  ends.  But  can  man  him* 
felf  make  this  fatisfaSion  ?  Or  can  the  wifdoin  of  man 
devife  any  method  by  which  it  may  be  done  ?  The 
fentence  of  God  denounceth  a  curfe  upon  every  one 
who  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them ;  and  that  curfe  is  de^th  In  the  day 
thou  eateft  thereof  thou  (halt  furely  die.  Death,  then, 
being  the  ponKhment  to  which  man  is  doomed,  no- 
thmg  lefs  can  fatisfy  the  demands  of  judice.  Tlie  law 
exads  a  perfed  '  unfinning  obedience,  as  the  indifpen- 
lible  condition  of  happinefs.  It  provides  no  remedy  in 
cafe  of  failure  ;  and  therefore,  if  it  be  violated  in  any 
one  inftance,  the  offender  forfeits  his  title  to  life^  and 
is  undone  for  ever. 

But  nature,  though  confcious  of  her  own  inability  to 
pay  the  forfeiture,  is  flill  loth  to  part  with  hope. 
The  profpeft  of  everlafiing  damnation  is  big  with  hor- 
ror. With  what  eagernefs  and  anxiety  docs  (he  cry 
out,  **  Wherewith  (hall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and 
bow  myfelf  before  the  High* God?  Shall  I  come  before 
him  with  burnt-offerings  aiid  calves  of  a  year  old? 
Will  the 'Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or 
with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my 
firft-born  for  my  tranfgre(fion,  or  the  fruit  of  my  bo- 
dy for  the  (in  of  my  foul  ?'*— All  thefe  expedients  have 
been  repeatedly  tried;  but  they  have  ever  proved  as 
nnfadsfaAory  as  they  are  unavailing.  The  blood  of 
bulls  and  of  goats  cannot  take  away  fin.      This   the 

C  fcriptures 


(    i8    I 

fcnpturcs  have  poCnvcly  affertcd,  and  reafea  cotiGrtm 
tlic  affertioti.  Even  the  facrificcs  that  were  duly  offered 
up  under  the  Jewiih  law,  and  had  the  fandion  of  di- 
vine authority,  did  only  Tanaify  to  the  purifying  of  the 
flerii  from  legal  defilements,  but  never  could  purger 
the  confcience  from  dead  works,  nor  take  away  the  pe- 
nal confequences  of  moral  guilt.  Indeed  it  was  impof« 
fible  that  they  could ;  for  what  proportion  is  there 
betwixt  the  momentary  fufferings  of  a  brute  animal,  and 
thofe  everlafting  fufferings  which  arc  due  to  the  tranf- 
greflions  of  reafonable  beings  ^ 

Whither  fliall  we  go  next  ?  Shall  we  ffy  to  repentance 
as  an  adequate  atonement  for  fin  i  Repent,  indeed,  we 
rtuft,  or  perifh  for  ever.  But  a  partial  and  temporary 
reformation  can  have  no  efficacy  in  the  fight  of  God  ; 
and  a  thorough  change  is  beyond  the  reach  of  our  power, 
Suppofmg,  however,  that  fucb  a  perfect  repentance  as 
the  law  of  God  requires  were  attainable  by  our  owa 
efforts  ;  yet  this  wOtild  not  be  fufficient  to  fecure  us 
againfl  the  confequences  of  pad  tranlgreflicms, '  or  to 
remove  the  painful  apprehenfions  of  confcious  guilt. 
Every  hour's  obedience,  being  indifpenfibiy  due  by  aa 
original  and  antecedent  obligatbn,  can  anfwer  for  it- 
felf  only,  but  can  have  no  retrofpeftive  efficacy  in  making 
atonement  for  paft  tranfgreffions.  Here  then  nature 
is  at  a  ftand.  We  have  neither  power  to  relieve  our* 
felves  from  the  penalty  of  the  law,  nor  can  we  difcover 
any  fatisfa&ory  fcheme  by  which  it  may  be  cffeAtd  3 
and  therefore,  unlefs  he  who  made  us  (hall  interpofe, 
we  muft  inevitably  perifli. 

Again, 
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Again,  is  ft  ncccflaiy,  in  order  to  eternal   life,  that 
llie  haman  nund  be  refcued  from  the  bondage  of  dark- 
nefe,  and  enlightened  with  the  knowledge  of  true  reli^ 
pon?  T©  whom,  in  this  cafe,  (hall  we  go  for  inftruc- 
rion>  Shall  we  refign  ourfclves  to  the  guidance  of  na. 
tural  reafon?  This  is  the  advice  of  the  enemies  of  re- 
vektion.      But  alas!    the   powers  of  nature  are  not 
more  incapable  of  relieving  us  from  guilt,  than    the 
light  of  reafon  is  infufficient  to  inflruft  us  in  religious 
knowledge.     Can  we  poffibly  entertain  a  doubt  of  this 
when  we  confider  the  deplorable  ignorance,  the   grofs 
idolatry   and    fuperftition,   with   all    their   confcquent 
train  of  abominations,  which  fo  univerlally  prevailed 
over  the  Gentile  world,  antecedent  to  the  coming  of 
Chrifi,  and  which  ftiU  prevail  in  thefe  modern  nations, 
into  which  the  light  of  the  gofpel  hath  not  yet  pene- 
trated.    To  dilperfe  this  dark,  malignant  cloud,  was  a 
taflt,  to  which  the  boafted  light  of  philofophy,  nhich 
i§  accounted  the  perfedion  of  human  reafon,  felt  and 
acknowtedgeJ  itielf  unequal*     Indeed  the  intelleftual 
and  moral  atuinmcnts  of  the  heathen  philofophers^ 
circamftaiiced  as  diey  were,  mutt  excite  our  admirati- 
on ;  and  we  willingly  beftow  that  praife  which  is  due 
to  their  Uttdable  efibrts.     But  ft  ill  at  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  writings  of  thefe  eminent  fages,  how- 
ever much  and  juftly  applauded,  are  ftanding  monu- 
ments of  the  inibfficieAcy  of  human  reafon,  in  its  mod 
improved  ft  ate,  to  infirud  the  world  in  the   knowledge 
of  true  religion.     In  afcertaining  and   explaining  the. 
limdamcsital  dodlrines  of  religion^  they  diicovered  the 
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groflcft  ignorance,  and  fell  into  the  mod  d^gei^oas 
ercors.  Their  fyftems  of  morality  were  exceedingly  de-i 
feiftive,  their  example  to  a  high  degree  imperfe<ft,  then: 
authority  of  little  weight,  their  tndru^ons  conveyed  iq 
obfcure  language,  apd  generally  confined  to  a  few  of 
the  higher  rank,  while  no  effedlual  method  was  taken  to 
render  them  permanent  and  extenfively  ufeful.  Sp 
that  the  light  of  philofophy  fhone  but  with  a  feeble 
force,  and  rather  dazzled  and  perplexed  than  enligh* 
tened  the  underftandings  of  men.  Accordingly  w^ 
find  the  wifeft  among  them  plainly  intimating  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  divine  teacher^  You  may  ever  give  over^ 
fays  one,  all  hopes  of  reforming  men's  manners,  unkfs 
God  Hiall  be  pleafed  to  fend  fome  other  perfon  to  in* 
(Irud  you  ;  for,  fays  another,  nothing  can  be  fet  right 
in  the  prcfent  ill  ftate  of  the  world,  but  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  the  Deity  himfelf. 

To  what  caufe,  then,  mufl  we  afcribe  their  igno- 
rance and  deficiencies  in  religious  knowledge  ?  Was  it 
owing  to  the  negleA  of  exercifing  and  improving  the 
powers  of  reafon  ?  This  eannot  be  alledged.  Know- 
ledge of  every  kind  was  carried,  to  a  high  pitch  of  per- 
fedion  among  the  heathens.  The  wifdom  of  their 
laws,  the  excellency  of  their  civil  eftablifhments,  their 
philofophy,  oratory,  poetry,  and  the  various  arts  of 
life,  arc  the  wonder  and  delight  of  modem  times.  Or 
was  religion  the  only  fobjeA  to  which  they  did  not 
turn  their  attention  >  This  cannot  be  affirmed.  The 
writings  of  the  philofophers  are  a  clear  proof  of  the 
contrary.     Or  perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  that  realbn  had 

not 
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not  got  foffident  thne  for  trying  iu  ftrength.  Boif 
look  into  thore  parts  of  the  world  whkh  the  religioif 
of  Jefas  hath  not  yet  vifited,  and  fay  what  farther  pro- 
gre(srea(bn  hath  made  in  religious  knowledge  during  the 
laft  feventeen  hundred  years.  Are  they  not  (till  bound 
faft  in  the  chains  of  darknefs,  idolatry  and  fuperftition, 
and  as  far  from  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  hit 
worflup  as  ever-  May  we  jiot  conclude,  then,  that 
the  truths  of  religion  are  too  fublime  to  be  inveftigated 
and  afcertaioed  by  the  human  mind  in  its  prefent  weak 
and  imperfed  ftate  ;  and  that  reafon^  without  the  affid 
unce  of  a  divine  revelatbn,  could  never  have  com- 
municated to  us  the  words  of  eternal  life  ? 

In  fine,  b  it  an  eftablifhed  principle  in  the  divine 
government,  founded  in  reafon  and  the  nature  of  things^ 
that  without  bolinefs  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord} 
Then  to  whom  ihall  we  apply  for  afliftance  in  the  at<-  ' 
tainment  of  this  lb  neceflary  qualification  ?  Shall  wo 
depend  upon  the  efficacy  of  our  own  natural  powers  ? 
Alas !  the  fame  debility  is  apparent  in  the  executive 
as  in  the  direding  faculties  of  man.  We  ar^  as  inca- 
pable of  purifying  ourfelves  from  the  pollutions  of  fin,  and 
of  yielding  an  acceptably  obedience  to  the  law  of  Go^, 
as  of  difcovering  tlie  principles  and  rules  by  which  we 
are  bound  to  aft.  Who  will  venture  to  fay,  I  can  make 
my  heart  clean,  I  can  purify  myfelf  firom  fin  ^  Can  the 
Itfelefs  carcafe,  that  lies  mouldering  in  the  duft,  brace* 
the  relaxed  finews,  knit  the  parted  joints,  and  iet  the ' 
heart  and  blood  in  motion?  Np  more  can  die  foul, 
that  is  dead  in  trefpaflcs  and  fins,  fiuke  off  its  fpiritoal  > 
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flomberif  pve   ftrength    and    a^ivitjr  to    its  torpkl 
powers,  and  exert  them  in  pcrfeSt  conformity  to   the 
divine  will.     Should  any  man  be  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  fclfl 
conceited,  as  to  alledge  the   poffibility  of  this,  let  bin 
try  the  experiment  opon  hfanfelf ;    and  if  he  fails,  as 
fail  he  mud,  let  him  fearch  the  annals  of  every  age, 
and  puint  oat,  if  he  can,  an  inf^ance  of  fuccefs  :  and  if 
lie  cannot,  let  the  trnth,  homiliatihg  as  it  is,  be  confefled, 
that  man,  by  the  mere  exertbn  of  his  own   abilities, 
cannot  refcue  himfelf  from  the  thraldom  of  (in,  nor 
reftore  his  nature   to  that  degree   of  moral  reAitude 
which  is  neceflary  to  qualify  him  for  the  enjoyment  of 
God. 

Hnraan  nattire  being  thus  ruined  and  «ndon#,  with«- 
OOt  any  refources  in  itfelf,  and  having  no  hope  of  relief 
from  the  efforts  of  created  wifdom  and  power,  the  Soa 
of  God  was  manife(led  in  the  flf  Ih,  and  offered  himfelf 
to  the  world  as  the  Sayioor  of  (inners.  And  this  bringa 
us  to  the 

Third  Ground  or  reafon,  by  which  the  ChriAian  is 
determined  to  embrace  and  adhere  to  the  religion  of 
Jefus,  namely,  its  intrinfick  excellence,  as  a  mean  for  e^ 
tricadng  us  from  guilt  and  wretcbednefsf  and  bringing  us 
to  eternal  life. 

In  order  to  be  convinced  of  the  wifdom,  the  ftiitable* 
nefs,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  Chriftain  fcbeme  of  falva- 
tion,  we  need  only  to  apply  it  to  the  prefent  condition 
and  circumftances  of  huma^  nature,  and  obferve  how 
it  provides  for  aB  our  wants  and  neceffities.    Is  man  a 
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finnery  deprefled  with  a  coofcioufiiers  of  guilty  and  juft-i 

ly  apprebenfive  of  everlafting  vengeance,  as  the  con(e- 

quence  of  bis  rebellion  againfl:  God  ?  In  this  feeminglj 

defperate  (ituation,  Chrift  appears  as  tbc  mcflenger  of 

divine  inercy»  and  opens  up  the  ftdpendous  plan   of  ' 

providence  for  the  redemption  of  ia  loft  world.     WhiUt 

he  concludes  all  mankind  under  guilty   be  afltires  us,  at 

the  fame  time,  that  we  are  (till  the  objeds  of  mercy« 

He  does  not  entertain  us  with  a  general  and  unnite* 

refting  repre(entation  of  the  divine  benevolence,  but 

proclaims  the  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  that  God  is 

adhially  reconciling  a  guilty  world  to  himfelf,  not  inv. 

pnting  unto  them  their  trefpafles     Are  we  anxious  to 

Imow  by  whom  and  in   what  manner  this  wonderful 

fcheme  of  mercy  is  to  be  carried  into  efFeft?  This, 

honour  he   claims  to   himfclf,  and  founds  his  claim 

opoa  a  commillion  from  the  Father.     When  the  blood 

of  bolls  and  of  goats  could  not  take  away  fin,  God 

fent  forth  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our  fins^ 

that  throogb  faith  in  his  blood  might  we  efcape  the 

wrath  to  come,  and  obtain  an  eternal  inheritance*     Iq 

the  character  of  the  great  High  Prieft  of  our  profeffion, 

he  fubftituted  himfelf  in  our  room,  and  fuffered  the 

jttft  for  the  unjuft  that    he  might  bring  us  to  God.— . 

And  having  thus  fatisfied  the  demands  of  juftice,  he  (et 

open  the  prifun  doors,  and  proclaimed  liberty  to  the 

deipairing  captives. 

That  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  poflefled  fufficient  merit 
to  procure  us  forgivennefs,  is  pofitively  aflerted  in  ma- 
ny paflsges  of  fcripture.    Chrift  is  faid  to  fioiflh  tranf- 

greflionj 
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grefllon,  to  makie  an  end  offing  and  to  bring  in  an  ever- 
lifting  righteoufnefs,  to  reconcile  us  to  the  Father  by 
the  blood  of  his  crofs^  and  to  enter  into  the  bolieft  of 
all  by  his  own  bloody  having  obtained  eternal  redemp- 
tion for  ns.  And  that  onr  faith,  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
infinite  moment,  might  not  reft  on  general  aflertions, 
the  Gofpel  difclofeth  to  our  view  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  efficacy  of  Chrift's  fatisfaftion  depends. 
Here  we  fee  our  pardon  pnrchafed  by  one  who  was 
mighty  to  fave,  and  who  in  this  great  undertaking 
afied  by  virtue  of  a  divine  appointment.  And-  wbilft 
the  nature  and  circumftances  of  our  Redeemer's  fu£Fer- 
kigs  plainly  point  out  man  to  be  the  objeA  in  view,  (b, 
in  the  greatnefs  of  thefe  fufferings,  we  fee  a  way 
opened  for  the  exercife  of  mercy  towards  gUilty  fin- 
ners,  in  a  perfed  confiftency  with  the  reft  of  God's  mo- 
ral attributes,  and  with  the  majefty  and  authority  of 
his  government.  Here,  then,  mercy  and  truth  are 
met,  and  righteoufnefs  and  peace  have  mutually  em- 
braced :  And  the  true  Chriftian  can  triumph  m  the 
full  aflurance  of  faith.  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God's  eled?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  Who 
is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died ;  yea 
rather,  who  is  rifen  again  ;  who  b  even  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  for 
us. 

But  guilt  was  not  the  only  evil  from  which  human 
nature  wanted  to  be  relieved.    It  was  likewife  bound 
faft  in  the  chains  of  fpiritual  darknefs.     The  blefled 
Jefus,  therefore,  appeared  in  the  charafter  of  a  pro- 
phet, 
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I«Kt,  IS  WcU  as  of  a  pricft.  I  am  Ac  light  of  the 
world,  fays  be ;  whofoever  followcth  mc  (ball  not  walk 
k  darknefs,  but  (hall  enjoy  the  light  of  life.  Such  * 
teacher  the  neceffuies  of  the  world  certainly  re* 
qaired  ;  and  how  completely  our  Lord's  pretinCons  to 
thb  big^  charaaer  were  fupported  and  verified,  muft 
be  abuodanay  apparent  to  every  candid  mind,  who 
conflders  the  excellent  leflbns  on  religion  yid  morality 
which  he  delivered,  the  manner  in  which  be  convey* 
ed  and  inforced  hb  inftruaions,  and  the  means  he  em* 
ployed  for.rendermg  them  permanent  and  univerial. 

The  dofirines  of  the  Golpd  are  of  two  Linda ;  fome 
which  are  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  others  that  belong  to  k 
in  common  with  the  religion  of  nature.  The  latter  are 
the  great  principles  and  foundations  of  all  religidn,  and 
relate  chiefly  to  the  being,  the  perfedions  and  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  Deity,  the  nature  of  his  wor(hip,  the  infpec* 
tion  of  bis  providence,  the  fupreme  end  and  felidty  of 
man,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  ftate* 
Thefe  aVe  pomts  unquefiionably  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance, and  of  which  the  knowledge  and  belief  are  c£- 
fimtialfy  necdTary  to  the  right  government  of  the  hu- 
«Eian  condod.  They  were,  indeed,  dlfcoverable,  in  fome 
meafure,  by  the  light  6f  reafon  ;  but,  like  obje&s  at  * 
diftance,  and  involved  in  a  heavy  mift,  they  were  feen 
•very  darkly  and  imperfedly.  But  when  the  fun  of 
tighteoufnefs  arofe,  he  difperfed  the  incumbent  cloud, 
and  refleAed  upon  them  fnch  a  bright  luftre,  as  not  only 
removed  all  dubiety  with  refpe^t  to  their  exiftence,  but 
D  manifefled 
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iMtiiftftetl  ttem  in  tbek  true  nature,  magiittud*  mdl 
iQiportaace.  Tbe  pecaUar  doArioes  of  Chriftia&iijr 
are  foch  as  relate  more  imnedkitf  ly  to  that  wooderfid 
fcbeme  of  mrrcy  and  wifdom  cartying  on  by  the  Soa 
and  S[»rit  of  God  for  tbe  redeaiption  of  a  guilty  Vi^orkL 
The(e  mdeed  codild  never  have  been  difcovered  by  the 
ffiereeSbrts  of  boAan  realbni  but  oow  that  they  are  re- 
vealed, wc  cannot  but  difcern  the  wifdom  and  propriety 
of  making  them  knovm.  Tbe  difcovery  of  fuch  an  aAo- 
nilhing  difpenfation  of  grace'  and  power,  whilft  it 
fervet  to  diflipate  our  fears,  and  to  exdte  our  admira. 
tk>n,^  muft  infpire  our  hearts  with  all  the  confidence 
of  hope  and  all  the  ardour  of  love ;  affediions  which  con* 
{titute  the  very  life  and  foul  of  religion,  and  prove  the 
moft  powerful  incitements  to  quicken  our  adtvity  ia 
the  fervice  of  our  Maker. 

As  a  teacher  of  morals^  the  Founder  of  Gbriftianitjr 
undeniaUy  poflefled  a  peculiar  and  dyttngu$(hed  excel- 
fence.  A  formal  eiqplication  and  defence  of  the  gotpel 
fcheme  of  morality  would  be  altogether  unnecelfary,  as 
ks  nnrivalled  perfedion  hath  extorted  admifaiton  and 
a^plaufe  from  the  bittereft  enemies  of  Chrift.  Thd 
eye  of  prejudice  itfelf,  xtptm  the  m^ft  accurate  exami- 
nation, cannot  difoover  tbe  fmdeft  blenifh  or  defeift* 
Indeed,  whether  we  confide  tbe  nature  and  extent  of 
the  gofpel  precepts,  tbeir  fuitablenefs  to  the  rarious 
circunvdanees  and  relations  of  Hien^  or  the  prindples 
upon  which  our  obligatk>n8  to  obey  are  founded,  we 
muR  acknowledge  that  it  is  incomparably  better  caku* 

lated 
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fated  lor  ibe  extmSi^n  of  vico,  and  the  eftabtiflmtftit 
of  trae  hoUnefs^  Ibr  oontrooHitg  the  unrnly  paffions^ 
aod  givng  oot£&tncy,  dignity,  and  (lalMlity  to  ihe  fno«* 
raloondtifty  than  all  the  fyftems  of  moralicy  and  pbSo*' 
kffbf,  takes  togother,  which  hutnaB  reafon  has  produ** 
ccd« 

Befides,  ibe  method  employed  by  this  divine  teacher 
to  convey  and  enforce  his  inftrudions,  is  a  further  proof 
of  their  fapcrior  excellence  and  utility.  The  praftical 
part  of  reli^n  he  taught  with  the  greateft  plainnefs 
and  (impHcity,  and  in  a  flyle  and  manner  the  beft 
adapted  to  the  capacities  of  mankind  at  large.  The 
myfteries  of  the  gofpel  he  narrated  fimply  as  fa£ts  to  bo 
admitted  and  believed  upon  the  authority  of  revelation, 
without  pretending  to  explain  or  account  for  them, 
either  becaufe  they  exceeded  the  comprehenfion  of  the 
bmiunii  ttod^ftandmgi  or  becaufe  a  more  explicit  dif- 
fXfvtry  was  jadged  inexpedient  or  unnecedry.  All 
l^  ififtrodipna  he  enforced  by  an  authority  to  which  nd 
teacher  before  him  ever  preiepdcd.  He  was  the  Son 
oo  weU  as  the  Prophei  of  God,  ofid  had  a  commiflion 
fi»i»  the  Father  to  pobliffli  bis  religion  to  t^  world, 
and  to  deotaikd  authoritatively  the  ^nfent  and  obe^ 
dicooeoraQankiod  ;  wbiffa  c»ainitfiofl  was  fitly  atteft^ 
c4  by  the  mi^ty  works  he  ptr&rmed.  \ 

Add  to  all  this,  that  his  divine  leflbns  were  mod. 
cofnpleatly  exemplified  in  his  own  charaAer  and  de« 
portm^nt.      This  b  an  advantage  which   no  reU^oa 

fan 
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ain  bo^ft  of,  befides  ChriftUoity.  The  prdphcfes  and 
teachers  among  the  ]ews,  though  divinely  aided  and 
infpired,  were  itill  men  ;  their  example,  therefore, 
coold  not  be  abfoltitely  perfeft  :  And  with  relpeA  to 
the  heathen  phUofbphers,  the  inoft  eminent  among  them 
tirere  very  imperfeft  patterns  of  virtue.  They  uught 
do&rines  evidently  fubverfive  of  goodnefs^  and  mam- 
tained  the  lawfulnefs  of  pra&ices  to  th^  laCl  degree 
abominable.  It  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  Chriftian 
Inditution,  that  it  exhibits  in  the  life  of  its  Blefled  Au- 
thor a  coropleat  example  of  goodpefs ;— an  example^ 
not  only  perfed  Id  itfelf,  but  excellently  adapted  to  our 
prefent  circum (lances,  and  therefore  (angularly  ufeful 
in  leading  our  minds  to  the  love  and  purfuit  of  univ^r- 
fal  holinefs. 

:  Whh  refpefi^  to  the  means  employed  by  Chrift  to 
diffa(e  the  knowledge  of  his  religion,  and  to  give  it 
permanency  and  efFed,  I  (hall  not  take  notice  of  his 
own  perfonal  labours  during  the  courfe  of  his  mmi&ryl; 
peither  (hall  I  mention  the  commiffion  which  he  gave 
bis  apoftles  to  preach  the  go^l  to  every  creature,  nor 
the  powers  with  which  he  endowed  them  to  render 
their  labours  fuccefsfuL  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the 
hiftory  of  his  life,  and  die  moft  important  in(hii^ons 
Mrhich  had  been  delivered,  either  by  his  own  mouth,  or 
by  others  in  his  name,  were,  under  Us  wife  dire^on, 
committed  to  wridng,  as  the  moft  certain  method  of 
pretervation  and  conveyance.  And  left  his  religion 
ihonld  (ink  into  di(repute9  and  then  into  oblivion,  after 

the 
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the  nktnloiit  powers,  neceflaty  at  iu  firft  pabBcatimr 
flxmid  be  witbdrawa,  he  eftabBflied  a  vUible  churchy 
a  ftdety  called  by  his  nune,  diftingu^htd  from  the 
reft  of  the  world  hy  pecoKar  reUgioas  infittntioiiay  imd 
by  an  appcMoted  method  of  public  infirtiAioir,  that,  by  • 
the&  means,  the  tFutht  of  revelation  might  be  more 
eafily  preicnred,  their  fafaitary  ininenoes  more-  widely 
diffbfed^  and  the  knowledge  of  them .  tranfoButted  with 
increafing' efficacy/  through  all  gencratipDS  to  the  cod 
of  time. 

In  fine,  the  chriftian  difpenfa^ion  ha^h  made  the  mot^ 
ample  providon  for  the  recovery  of  human  nature  fron^ 
the  power  and  defilement  of  fin,  and  for  the  attam- 
ment  of  that  purity  and  pcrfe^on,  wiihont  which  the 
privilege.' of '  eternal  life  can  never  be  ours.  It  hath 
exhibited  a  clear  and  compleat  difcovery  of  the  prin- 
dples  of  religion ;  it  hath  famiOted  us  with  a  perfeA 
rule  of  adbn  ;  it  bath  given  us  the  well-grounded  hope 
of  pardon  ;%and  bath  employed  every  motive  and  en- 
couragement that  can  work  upon  the  human  heart. 
But  as  the  efficacy  of  external  means  cannot  be  de- 
pended upon,  in  the  prefent  enfeebled  and  debafed 
flate  of  human  nature^  fiipernatural  aid  is  promifed 
and  beQowed.  Wbilft,  in  the  facred  volumes  of  infpira- 
tioQ,  Chrift,  the  great  prophet  of  God,  unfolds  every 
neceilary  truth  to  the  mind,  and  by  the  ordinances  of 
the  goTpel,  fixes  our  attentbn,  and  aflifts  our  refeardies, 
thefe  means  are  accompanied  by  the  inward  and  efiec- 
tnal  teachbg  of  the  hgly  fpirit,  directing  our  views  to 
pbjeds  of  the  greateft  importance^  enlarging  the  un* 

ftanding. 
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Mfftwoto|[  to  oomprmcM>  flrcnguidiiag  ott  wsnwjr 
to  reuto^  and  coB&niniag  tl^e  heart  to  deli^  in,  nd 
fiibmift  to  the  fabUme  trisdts  which  he  reveals.  It  fe 
the  work  affigned  to  tfait  dime  peribo,  in  the  gofpel 
fdiemey  to  ronfe  the  fidoer  from  the  flombers  of  ^iri* 
tod  death,  to  ioiplaiit  tbe  principles  tifheavenly  wit 
4amt  and  to  excite  an  ardent  chirft  for  the  attainment 
of  everjr  Idnd  of  reMgiras  and  moral  excelimce ;  in 
0iert^  to  exttngniih  the  power  of  fin  m  the  fool,  to  ad- 
mimfter  affiftance,  confolation,  and  fopport^  in  the  (ea. 
ion  of  dvty  and  of  danger  ;.  and»  by  perfecting  as  in 
hoIine(s^  to  qaalify  us  for  the  fublime  exercifes  and  en* 
jojrments  of  the  heavenly  world. 

Sacb  is  tbe  provifioa  which  the  chriftian  inftitntion 
makes  for  removing  the  guilt,  the  darknefs,  and  th^ 
d^Sity  of  human  nature,  and  for  bringing  os  to  eternal 
Itfr ;  and  from  the  account  we  have  given  of  the  matter, 
Aort  and  imperfed  as  it  is,  its  excellence,  as  a  mean 
in  reference  to  that  end,  is  fufficiently  apparent.  But 
whatever  excellence  the  goTpel  may  appear  to  pofleft, 
when  confidered  in  itfclf,  yet  we  cannot  reafonably 
depend  upon  it  for  (alvation,  unlefs  we  have,  at  the 
fame  time,  fufficient  grounds  to  ^ve  credit  to  it  as  the 
contrivance  and  appointment  of  God.  Let  us  then  con* 
fider  the  fourti  ground  or  reafon  upon  which  we  pro- 
pofed  to  juftify  tbe  faith  of  the  chriftian,  namely,  the 
fnfficiency  of  the  evidence  by  which  the  truth  of  tbe 
goTpcl,  as  a  revelation  from  heaven,  Is  e(tabli(hed.  This 
branch  of  the  fidrjeft  opetis  a  large  field  for  dircuIGon. 

A 
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h  btmfOfkty  vkw  of  tke  argoiBefit,  homtwf,  I»  dl  &at 
ovrdflie  AK^  permit  us  at  prcfent  Co  oftr« 

And  here  permit  me  to  ebferve,  that  the  ftupe^ 
dons  nature  of  the  chriftian  fcheme  is,  of  itfelf^  a  pre* 
fomption  in  favour  of  its  divine  original,  which  cannot 
poifibly  be  evaded.  It  unfolck  the  couoTels  and  def^gna 
of  the  Almighty,  in  their  formatkm,  execution  and  con- 
iequences,  and  exhibits  an  a&mblage  of  doArines,  and 
faAs  and  charafters,  fome  of  which  are  far  beyond  the 
line  of  human  invention,  and  yet  perfe£lly  con(bnant 
to  the  jufteft  ideas  which  reafon  can  form  of  the  cha- 
racfler  and  government  of  God.  It  comprehends  an 
amazing  variety  of  parts,  and  mcUides  events  and  tranA 
anions  widely  remote,  and  feemingly  difconne&ed, 
with  reipedl  both  to  time,  and  place,  and  defign ;  and 
yet  all  harmonioofly  concurr'mg  and  co-operating  with 
one  another,  and  pointing  at  one  great  objeft— an  ob- 
jcft  worthy  of  the  infinite  wifdom  and  benevolence  of 
the  Deity,  the  recovery  and  falvation  of  a  perifhing 
world.  View  the  gofpel  in  this  light,  and  fay  if  you 
can  poiTibly  believe  it  a  merely  human  contrivance. 
The  chrifHan  regards,  it  as  the  ofl&pring  of  heaven, 
bronght  into  the  world  by  the  Son  of  God,  and  reared 
by  the  watchful  care  of  an  Almighty  hand.  The  unbe* 
fiever,  on  the  contrary,  affirins  that  it  is  the  prodo6tiofl 
of  an  illiterate  impoftor,  aflifled  by  a  few  defpkiablo 
aAierents  as  ignorant  as  hhnfelf.  Let  unUaded  reafoR 
judge  between  us,  and  fay  on  whieh  fide  the  probability 
Hcs. 

Befides^ 
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'  BefideSy  the  exaft  adjuftment  and  ftdubkoels  of  die 
Chriftian  dirpenfadoa  to  the  charader^  the  conditioD, 
and  the  neceffitici  of  fallen  man ;  its  furprifing  corrcfpon- 
dence  with  the  antecedent  arrangemenu  of  providence, 
particnlarljr  with  the  numerous  predi<5Hons  conuined 
IB  the  infpired  writbgs  of  ancient  umes ;  and  the  afto* 
niflung  miradei  of  power  and  mercy,  performed  hf 
Chrift  and  his  apoftlet  at  its  firft  poblicationy  are  cir- 
comftances  which  moft  irrefiftibly  lead  us  to  confefs  ita 
divine  ori^,  and  to  admit  a  peculiar  interference  of 
providence  hi  conduding  and  accompli(hmg  the  extraor- 
dinary revolution.  When  tbefe  things  are  confidered 
whh  due  attention,  one  would  naturaUy  think  that 
the  gofpel  ibould  have  found  an  eafy  entrance  into  the 
world;  and  that  all  ranks  and  denominationsof  men, how- 
ever di^ded  in  other  refpe^s,  would  readily  have 
onited  in  giving  it  a  cordial  receptbn  ;  rejoicing  to  find 
die  difpenfation  of  the  divine  wifibm  and  goodnefs  fo 
happily  accordmg  with  the  feelings  and  defires  of  nature, 
and  a  thoufand  times  bleffiog  the  generous  hand  from 
whom  they  had  received  die  unfpeakable  gift. 

But  was  this  aAually  the  cafe  I  By  no  means.  The 
firft  appearance  of  the  gofpel  was  met  by  a  powerful 
and  determined  oppofidon.  When  the  Blefled  Jefus, 
the  deGre  and  expeftatbn  of  all  nations,  came,  almoft 
all  nadona  confi»red  againft  him.  Both  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles combined  againft  the  Lord  and  his  Anointed,  and 
with  perfevering  malice  and  obftuiacy  endeavoured  to 
cru(h  his  religjion  in  iu  Inrth.    Infatuated  men !  to 

imagine 
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ima^e  that  the  pnrpofes  of  God  can  be  fruftrated. 
Iniiamerable  methods  are  ever  open  to  infinite  wifdom 
iiir  defeating  the  projeds  of  impotent  mortals,  when 
oppo(ed  to  his 'determinations*  The  rery  means  they 
employ  to  thwart,  he  can  eafily  make  fubfervienc  to  the 
execution  of  his  defigos;  and  the  rage  and  obftinacy  of  his 
enemies^  be  can  tarn  into  the  brtghteft  demonftrations 
of  his  tnterpofing  power.  A  (Iriking  example  of  this  we 
have  in  the  propagation  and  eftablifhment  of  the  Gofpel. 
The  whole  power  and  policy  of  the  world,  armed  with 
the  terrors  of  perfecution  and  death,  and  aided  by  th^ 
prejudices  and  vices  of  the  times,  appeared  in  firm  array 
^^ainft  Chriftianity.  To  combat  this  formidable  oppo* 
fition,  who  were  the  perfons,  and  vvhat  the  inftruments 
employed?  A  few  illiterate  fi/hermen  from  Galilee, 
without  authority,  or  art,  or  affluence,  or  learning,  or 
any  other  natural  qualification,  except  innocence  and 
truth,  that  could  engage  the  public  attention,  or  afford 
the  leaft  probability  of  fuccefs*  And  yet,  in  their 
bauds,  and  under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  the  gofpel  prof* 
pered,  and  triumphed  glurioufly  over  all  its  enemies. 
To  what  caufe  are  we  to  afcribe  this?  To  what,  but 
to  tbe  caufe  afligned  in  the  Chriftian  records;  the  fuper- 
natural  and  miraculous  powers  with  which  the  apoftles 
and  firft  miniflers  were  endowed.  The  power  of  God 
wrought  mightily  in  them  and  with  them,  and  for 
them ;  in  them,  by  imparting  the  gifts  of  knowledge  and 
wifdom  and  fortitude,  in  an  extraordinary  degree  ;  with 
them,  by  the  many  figns  and  wonders  they  were  enab- 
led  to  perform ;  and  for  them,  by  openmg  and  changing 

E  the 


(    34    ) 

tht  hearts  of  men,  and  difpofing  outward  drconftan* 
ces  and  events  in  a  fubfcrviency  to  the  great  ofajeft  hi 
view.  1  be  eftablifhment  of  Cbrifttanttyy  then,  by  (belt 
unlikely  inftrumeatSy  and  in  tbe  face  of  fuch  a  powerfvA 
combination,  hath  exhibkod  a  raoft  illnftrious  difplay 
of  divine  power  and  wifdom,  interpofing  and  ccmdiK* 
ting  the  undertaking  ;  and  hath  fomiflied  a  ftandiag 
evidence  to  all  fncceediog  generations,  of  ita  truth  and 
and  divine  original.  The  treafure  was  commUted  to 
earthen  veiTels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  might 
appear  to  be  of  God,  and  not  of  roan. 

Such  are  the  grounds  upon  which  we  admit  the  truth 
of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  and  adhere  to  it  as  the 
mean  of  obtaining  eternal  Ttfe.  And  what  is  there  in 
our  religion  or  its  evidences  that  ought  to  make  us 
a(hamed  of  our  hope  ?  We  feel  the  neceffity  of  the  re- 
medy ;  we  fee  its  fuitablenefs  to  our  condition  and  cir^ 
cumftances,  and  we  difcem  the  hand  of  wifdom  and 
mercy  kindly  adminiftering  it.  And  (hall  we  be  fo  un« 
grateful  to  God,  or  fo  regardlcfs  of  our  own  happinefs, 
as  tamely  to  refign  our  faith  to  the  impious  fneer  of 
the  libertine,  or  to  the  vain  fophiftry  of  the  infidel? 

If  the  Chriffiatt  revelation  coataba  the  words  of  eter- 
nal Iffe,  then  in  what  light  are  we  to  confider  the  bold 
and  perievering  attempts  of  the  unbeliever  to  tear  up 
the  foondations  of  this  excellent  religion,  and  to  cxpoft 
it  to  general  contempt  ?  Can  we  regard  him  as  the 
friend  of  God,  of  truth,  and  of  the  human  kmd  ?  With 
a  decifive  tone^  he  pronounces  the  gofpel  an  impoiltian 
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^  credulky  of  the  world  ;  bu|  wh^  ttrgnn^utt 
kidi  be  produced  ia  fapport  of  his  aflertion  i  Has  he 
ibewa  the  Gofpel  to  be.unfuitable  to  the  charaifier  and 
■eccfities  of  men^  or  anworthy  of  the  wifdom  and 
gQodnefs  of  God  ;  or^  ia  its  own  nature,  inadequate  to 
the  end  in  riew?  Or  has  he  b^n  fuccefsful  in  demon- 
ftrating  the  eiridences  of  ic  to  be  weak  and  ioconjclufiye} 
Or  has  lie  pointed  out  any  other  fcheme  of  religiou 
■lore  worthy  of  the  Deity,  better  adapted  to  our  pre* 
feot  condition,  fopported  by  flronger  proofs  or  more 
boiefidal  to  the  beft  intereds  qf  mankind  i — Objedions 
and  difficulties  without  nan^>er  have  been  mullered  up, 
and  much  art  and  ingenuity  diTplayed  in  fetting  tbeni 
off  to  the  beft  advantage.  But  when  laid  in  tlie  ba- 
lance againft  the  evidencfes  of  Chriftianity,  they  ar^ 
fi»ond  to  be  lighter  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 

Does  the  unbeliever  objcft  againft  the  gofpel,  bc- 
canfe  of  the  myfterious  dodrincs  it  reveals  ?  Before  we 
ean  be  moved  by  this  objection,  he  muft  prove  that 
God  either  cannot  or  will  not  reveal  any  doArioe  above 
the  inveftigatton  or  comprehendon  of  human  reafbn ;  or 
that  we  cannot  rationally  beBeve  the  exiftencc  of  any 
thmg,  the  effence  of  which  we  do  not  underftand  ;  or 
that  we  cannot  be  favcd  by  means,  the  tendency  of 
which  to  that  end  is  either  not  perceptible  by  us,  or 
not  explained.  Does  the  infidel  objeft  to  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity  on  account  of  its  partial  and  limited  pro- 
mnlgation  ?  Before  thU  objeAion  can  be  urged  witU 
any  degree  of  propriety,  he  niuft  flicw  that  the  grea? 
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Soverei^  of  tlie  world  difpenrcfs  the  bounties  of  bis 
providence  in  equal  proportions  to  all  his  creatures,  that 
men  are  as  perfed  ^  angels,  and  that  all  men  enjoy 
eqoal.  advantages  in  point  of  capacity,  and  the  varioos 
means  of  intelledual  and  moral  improvement;     Or  if 
the  reverfe  of  this  be  evident  from  the  general  courfe 
of  providence,  he  mud  aflign  a  fatisfa<^ory  reafon,  whj 
God,   in    the   difpenfation  of   the  gofpel,    fliould   re- 
cede from  the  ordinary  rule.      The   pervjtrfions   and 
abufes   of  our  religion,   and   its  pretended  failure   in. 
effe&ing  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  revealed,  have 
been  inOfted  upon  with  much  triumph  as  an  argument 
againd  its  divine  original.     But  do  not  thefe  mighty 
advocates  for  reafon  and  the  religion  of  nature  perceive, 
that,  by   this  mode  of  arguing,  they  deflro)  their  own 
foundation,  and   flnk  into  downright  atheifm.     What 
DOW  becomes  of  reafon  and  natural  religion?  Have  thefe 
never  been  perverted,  or   have  they    never  failed  of 
fuccefs  ?  Or  if  they  have,    does   it   follow    that  they 
were   not  given  us  by  the  Author  of  our  being  for  the 
diredion  of  our  conduA  ?  This,  I  fuppofe,  no  confident 
deid  will   admit ;  and  if  he  will  not,  then  why  Oiould 
the  gofpel  revelation  be  rejefied  upon  a  pretence,  which 
operates  as  forcibly,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  againd  the 
divine  original  of  the  law  of  nature,  as  agaunft  that  of 
Chridianity  ? 

After  all,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that,  however 
much  the  influence  of  the  gofpel  hath  been  obdruded 
by  the  paffions  and  prejudices  of  men,  it  hath  prodticed 
the  happieft  cffeAs^  wherever  it  hath  been  (incerely  era- 
braced. 
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braced.  No  nation  has  been  fo  poli(hed^  (b  flonrifliing, 
fo  happy  as  thofe  who  have  paid  a  ftriA  regard  to  the 
hwt  and  inftitutions  of  Jefas ;  and  none  have  been  left 
fo,  than  thofe  who  either  would  not  fabmit  to  them, 
or  under  a  feigned  fobmiffion  have  corrupted  and 
abufed  them.  Since^  therefore^  the  natural  tendency  of 
the  Chriftian  revelation  b  to  render  mankind  virtuous 
and  happy^  and  fince  it  hath  aAually  produced  this 
effe<^  wherever  its  divine  influences  have  been  admit- 
ted and  felt,  it  mnft  furely  be  as  fenfelefs  as  it  is  unjuft, 
to  obje&  to  it  on  account  of  the  vices  and  corruptions 
of  its  profeflbrs,  when  they  are  manifeftly  the  confe- 
qaeoces,  not  of  adhering  to  it^  but  of  acting  in  oppo- 
fition  to  its  authority* 

Bat  befides  thofe  who  have  attempted  to  contra* 
vert  the  credibility  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  by  argu- 
ments and  obje&ions  drawn  from  the  fubjedt  itfelf,  or 
from  the  nature  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  refts, 
there  b  another  clafs  of  unbelievers^  againft  whom  the 
Chriftian  ought  to  be  equally  upon  his  guard.  The 
perfons  I  have  in  my  eye  are  thofe^  who,  being  either 
too  ignorant  or  too  diflipated  to  be  capable  of  bvefti- 
gations  of  this  kind,  endeavour  to  fortify  themfelves 
in  a  habit  of  indifference  about  Chriftianity,  and  to 
Ipread  the  fame  indifference  among  their  acquaintances, 
iqN>n  this  ground,  that  it  is  unneceflary.  They  affirm, 
that  God  hath  communicated  to  every  nation  and  to  every 
individual,  a  fuffident  meafure  of  light  and  direction 
in  matters  of  religion,  and  that  he  will  judge  them  at 
laft  by  their  opportunities  and  advantages ;  and  confe- 

quently^ 


(  Jt  ) 

qoendy,  Ah  allreli^ona  are  alike  in  point  of  efita^ 
ex,  and  the  heathen  in  as  favourable  circumftances  for 
obtaining  eternal  life  as  the  ChriOian. 

Now,  admitting  all  this  to  be  faft,  what  is  it  to  the 
.  purpofe  ?  That  the  heathen  is  bound  to  adl  agreeably 
to  the  light  he  enjoys,  is  certainly  true ;  but  will  you 
infer  from  thence,  that  they  who  have  been  favoured 
with  the  light  of  the  gjofpel  are  at  liberty  to  rcjedl  and 
defpife  it  ?  Becaufe  the  heathen  will  be  judged  accord* 
ing  to  the  advantages  allowed  him  by  his  Maker, — will 
^  it  follow^  that  they  who  liye  in  a  Chriftian  land,  and 
have  accefs  to  the  light  of  a  divine  revelation,  will  not 
be  judged  by  the  laws  of  the  gofpel  ?  If  the  heathen 
will  be  condemned  for  violating  the  law  which  reafon 
pointed  out  and  taught  Mm  to  obey,«-<an  the  infidel 
expeft  to  be  jaftified,  whilft  he  rejedls  the  trnths  which 
be  hath  learned  from  •  revelation,  an4  tranfgrefTes  the 
laws  which  it  hath  pcefcribed  I  The  very  reverfe  of  aU 
this  is  the  natural  inference,  from  the  principle  upoii 
which  be  endeavours  to  juftify  bis  indifference  about 
the  gofpel.  For  if  the  heathen  is  under  an  obligation 
to  afl  agreeably  to  the  light  he  enjoys,  and  will  be  jiif- 
tified  or  condemned  according  to  the  ufe  be  makes  of 
bis  advantages,  the  fame  rule  mud  uke  place  with  re- 
fpeS  to  thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with  the  addi- 
tional light  of  a  divine  revelation.  ^'  Oat  of  thine  own 
mouth,  then,  O  (inner,  fhalt  thou  be  condemned  ;  and 
this  is  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the 
world,  and  thou  haft  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light, 

becaufe  thy  deeds  have  been  evil.'* 

Since 


{    3*    ), 

Sacc  ^'  God|  who  at  fuBdry  times^  and  in  divers  man* 
nen^  fjpali^  of  old  to  the  fafheri  by  hit  (crvants,  the 
prophets^  hath,  in  tliefelaft  days,  fpokrn  unto  os  by 
bis  own  Son,  we  ought  to  give  the  more  cameft  heed 
to  the  things  which  we  have  heard,  left  at  any  time 
we  (hoold  let  them  flip."  If  Chrift  had  not  come^  and 
fpoken  unto  ns  the  words  of  eternal  life,  we  fliould 
have  had  comparatively  no  (in.  Bat  now  we  can  have 
no  doak  fcMT  oor  fin.  If  Sodom  and  Gomorrha,  th'o' 
involved  in  the  fliades  of  pagan  darknefs,  ^'fuffi^red  the 
vengeance  of  eternal  fire,'^  on  account  of  their  abomina'* 
tions,  what  rooft  be  the  puniflmient  cf  the  ungodly  and 
the  mibelie^ing  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  i 
*'  If  the  word  fpoken  by  Angels  was  ftedfaft,  and  every 
tranfgreffion  and  dilbbedience  received  a  juft  recom- 
pence  of  reward,  bow  fiull  we  eicape,  if  we  negled  lb 
great  falvation,  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by 
the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 
heard  him  ;  God  alio  bearing  them  witneis,  both  with 
figns  and  wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles  and  gifts 
ofiheHolyGhoft?*' 

A^in,  if  the  rcprefient^tion,  which  we  have  attemp- 
ted to  give  of  the  excellency  and  evidences  of  the 
Chiiftian  religion  be  juft,  it  follows,  that  every 
Chriflian  lies  under  an  indifpenfible  obligation  to  fup* 
port  its,  credit,  and  to  fpread  its  influences  as  wide  as 
he  can*  The  gofpel  fyftem  was  mot  defigned  for  the 
benefit  of  a  iing^e  nation  or  period  of  the  world.  In 
its  own  nature,  it  is  wifely  fuited  to  the  condition  and 
circninftances  of  mankind  at  large ;  and  in  the  grand 

objea 


5?XC/>i^  c  1 


(    40    ) 

objcA  it  hath  in  vievr,  the  prefent  and  fature  hapiMnels 
of  the  human  kind  are  graciouily  united.  Whoroever, 
therefore,  is  a  Chriftian  indeed,  wSl  not  only  refign 
himfelf  entirely  to  its  anthomty,  but  catching  from  the 
gofpel  a  correfponding  enlargement  of  thought,  a  fimi- 
br  fpirit  of  univerfal  benevolence,  will  bend  all  his  ef* 
forts,  fo  far  as  he  has  power  and  opportunity,  to  pro- 
pagate the  knowledge  of  it  to  the  mod  diiiant  corners 
of  the  earth.  And  whilft  the  \rifible  interpofition  of 
the  Deity,  in  the  ori^al  publication  of  this  truly  ca- 
tholic religion,  Ccrvet  to  confirm  our  faith  in  Chrift,  fo 
the  repeated  proroifes  and  afliirances  he  hathgiven  of  the 
future  enlargement  and  perpetual  duration  of  his  king- 
dom,  fliould  ftimulate  our  endeavours,  and  encourage 
us  to  look  forward,  with  joyful  expeftation,  to  that 
fjorious  period,  when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  (ball 
fill  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea,  and  when 
all  nations  (hall  unite  in  the  faith,  and  fubjedl  them* 
felves  to  the  dominion  of  the  Mefliah. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  it  hath  happened,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  frequently  happen,  that  the  boundaries  of  the 
Chriftian  Church  (hall  be  contraded,  her  interefts  ap- 
parency decline,  and  her  glory  fuffer  a  temporary 
edipfe.  But  this  ought  not  to  difcourage  us,  nor 
weaken  our  faith  in  the  promife.  The  foundation  on 
which  (he  is  built  ftandeth  fure,  and  the  gates  of  hell 
(hall  never  prevjdl  againft  her.  On  the  contrary,  the 
bccafional  checks,  which  the  progrcfs  of  the  gofpel 
meets  with,  from  the  attempts  of  infidelity,  from  the 
prejudices  and  corruptions  of  the  world,  and  from  the 
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iiAcredoiis  and  irrtgaisiriiiet  of  Chriftfan  prtjkSbt^ 
noght  rather  to  roufe  oar  zeal,   and  to  call  fbrth  owe 
motk  vigorous  exertions  for  the  fupport  and  advance- 
ment of  oar  religion.     Bat  you  will  probably  aflc,  hovv 
is  tlus  fefvice  to  be  performed  >  I  aofwer  in  the  worcjs 
rf  the  ApoAle,  You  muft  "  contend  earncftly  for  th^ 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints.'^     But  bow  are  we 
to  contend  for  the  faith  ?  Not  by  fire  and  faggot ;  not 
bjf  the  mere  power  of  (leru  authority ;  not  by  the  arts 
of  carnal  policy ;  nor   by  the  violence  of  intemperate 
zeal :  Thcfe  are  not  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  :— 
They  are  as  inconfiftent  with  the  genius  and  fpirit  of 
Cbhftiantty,  as  they  are  inapplicable  to  the  principles 
and  feelings  of  the  human  mind.     They  may  terrify  into 
dence,  or  produce  an  outward  conformity  ;  but  they 
can  never  imprefs  convidion  on  the  heart,  nor  make 
one  real  profelyte  to  the  faith.    But  the  weapons  which 
the  Chrtftian  is  authoriied  to  employ  for  the  defence 
and  propagation  of  his  religion  are  of  a  dilferent  kind  ; 
foltd  and  convincing  argument ;  a  bold  avowal  of,  and 
a  ftedfaft  adherence  to  the  truth,  as  it  is  m  Chrift  Jefut^ 
a  fteady  and  perfevering  profeflion  ;  meek  and  patient 
bftro(5lion  ;  a  prudent  and  well  regulated  zeal ;  fer- 
vent prayer;  and  a  holy  life  and  converfation.     Permit 
me  to  add,  that  the  benevolent  inilitution,  whofe  caufe  I 
am  now  pleading,  fuggefts  another  method,  by  which 
the  knowledge  and  falutary   influences  of  the  gofpel 
nay  be  widely  diffufed.     Schemes  of  this  kind,   when 
planned  with  wifdom,  countenanced  by  rank,  and  learn- 
kig^  and  affluence,  afiifted  by  the  benefadions  of  the 
laoQs  and  humane,  and  profecuted  with  adivity  and 
F  perfeverance. 
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per^verancei  may  hope  for  the  blefling  of  God|  and 
be  predudive  of  the  happieft  effefis. 

I  obferve  in  the  lad  place^  that  if  the  Chriftian    re« 
velation  contains  the  words  of  eternal  lifei  then    tlie 
eftablifliment  of  this   Society  for  the   Propagation     of 
Chriflian  Knowledge  (lands  fully  vindicated,  and  mu^ 
be  regarded  by   every   good   man    as  worthy   of   his 
warmed  encouragement    and   fupport.      Indeed    the 
Wifdoro  of  this  inflitution  and  the  truth  of  the  gofpel 
muft  (land  or  fall  together.     If  the   gofpel  be  a   ctm- 
ningly  devifed  fable,  without   authority  from   heaven, 
and  of  no  folid  advantage  to  the  world,  it  will  be  hard 
to  juftify  the  (cheme  upon  any  rational  grounds.     But 
if  th&  pretennons  of  our  religion  are  well  founded,  the 
propagation  of  Chriftian  knowledge  is  an  undertaldng 
not  only  wife  and  ufeful,  but  the  grandeft  and  rood  it* 
ludrious  that  can  poflibly  engage  the  attention  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  human  mind.     It  is   to  co-operate   with 
Cod  in  forwarding  the  ftupendous  purpofes  of  bis  wif- 
dom  and  grace,  for  the  falvation  of  a   perifliing  world. 
DiflFufing  the  light  of  gofpel  truths  is  the  mod  effedual 
Way  to  emancipate  human  nature  from  the  chains  of 
vice  and  ignorance  ;  to  pre(erve  (bcial  life  from  the  ra- 
vages of  barbarifm  and  cruelty  ;  to  eftablidi  order  and 
good  government  upon  a  folid  bads ;    in  (hort,  to  in- 
ipire  man  with  a  jod  fenfe  of  his  dignified  rank  in  the 
fcale  of  created  intelligence;  and  to  put   him  npon  a 
courfe  of  adion  corre(ponding  to  his  nature  and  prof- 
pe^s  as  an  immortal  being.     The  projeAs  we  form, 
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itire  to  die  little  afiairs  of  time,  are  generally  con* 
Ined  to  the  narrow  fpot  where  we  live,  or  to  the 
ntry  to  which   we  belong ;    and  mud  always  par- 

[  take  (rf  the  perilhable  nature  of  all  fublunary  things. 

^But  the  views  of  thb  inflitution  are  wide  as  the  inhabi- 
ted  globe,  and  extenfive  as  eternity.  The  powers  of 
the  Society,  it  is  true,  are  limited,  and  their  exertions 
cannot  exceed  their  powers.  Their  attention,  there«> 
fere,  hath  been  chiefly  direded  to'  tbeir  native  land, 
and  efpecially  to  thole  parts  of  it  where  the  gofpcl  is 
but  little  known,  or  ioiperfefUy  underflood.  .  But  flill 
they  mod  be  confidered  as  aAing  a  part  in  that  great 
plan  of  providence,  which  hath  for  its  objed  the  con* 
verfion  and  everlading  happinefs  of  the  human  kind. 

An  eftablifhment,  founded  on  fuch  liberal  principles, 
direAed  to  fuch  a  grapd  objed,  and  conduced  with  fo 
much  attention  and  fidelity,  will'  not,  I  truft,  fail  of 
fpccefs,  nor  the  managers  and  promoters  of  it  lofe 
their  reward.  It  is  the  work  of  God  in  which  you  are 
engaged,  ancl  your  heavenly  Father  will  not  forget 
yoar  labour  of  love.  Nay,  it  carries  its  own  reward 
along  with  it.  A6is  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  ell 
pecially  when  the  immortal  interefts  of  men  are  con- 
cemed,  yield  a  fatisfa<fiion  of  the  pureft  and  nobleft 
tind.  Look  around  you,  my  refpeded  friends,  and 
fiirvey  the  prefent  fruits  of  your  pious  labours,  and 
their  probable  confequenc;^8  in  future  times.  See  the 
light  of  Cfariftbn  knowledge  fcatterm^  the  clouds  of 

fpirlrua^; 
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fpirituml   darfcncfi;   gcnuijic    pwty,    awl    fobOiiitial 
goodnefs,  rifing  on  the  ruiiw  of  fiiperftition  and  vice  J 
nd  the  diligent  hand  of  indtiftiy,  Qrengihened  and 
encouraged  by  yoQ»  tumkig  the   barren  defart  into  a 
fruitful  field.     Extend    your  views,  and  behold  thi« 
glorious  light  fpreading  its  falutary  influences  through 
^ant  and  unknown  lands.     Look  forward   into  futu* 
rity,  and    think   cf  the   advantages  that  unborn  mil- 
lions may  reap  from  this  excellent  inAitution  :— Think 
of  all  this,  and  tell  me  if  you  can  exprefs  the  Joy  you 
feel,  when  at  the  fame  time  you    confidcr   yourfelvea 
as  inftruments   chofen   by   Providence  for  promoting 
fuch  great  defigns.     U  there,  or  can  there  be  a  plea- 
fure  fuperior  to  that  which  fprings  from  the  exercift^of 
fuch   godlike   beneficence?    Doing  good  to  the  fouls 
and  bodies  of  men,  conftitiKes  our  fairefl  refemblance 
to  the  Father  of  Mercies,   and  imparts   a    fatisfafl-ion 
which  bears  the  neareft  likenefs  to  the  felicity  of  God, 
This  is  a  pleafure  as  durable  as  it  is  exquifite.     It  will 
never  lead  to  uneafinefs  or  remorfe.     In  no  circumftan- 
ces,  and  at  no  time,  will  it  defert  you;  but,  like  a  faith* 
ftil  friend,  it  will  attend   you  tlirough  life,  to  heighten 
the  reljfti  of  every  innocent  gratification^  to  fweerea 
the  bitternefs  of  adverfity,  and  to  fuften  the  agonies  of 
the  lad  folemn  Icene  ot  mortality.     It  will  accompany 
you   into   the    manfions   of  peace   and  purity    above^ 
where,  by  the  afiVcflionate  welcome  of  the  Redeemer^ 
whom  you  have,  faithfully  ferved,  by  the  app|au(es  of 
all  thofe  benevolent  beings  who  rejoice  in  the  conver* 

0OQ 
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Sbo  of&meTM,  toil  by  the  kind  tcgirdt  of  areiy  gkfi* 
fied  ipirit,  in  wliofiB  (alTation  jron  bare  beeo  inftni» 
aeacal,  it  fliaU  l>e  toroed  ioto  a  jc^  on^»eakabie  aiMl 
fidl  of  glory. 

Are  tliere  any  prefent,  who  are  not  fanmediatdy 
engaged  in  the  godlike  work  of  charity,  or  who  have 
never  yet  contributed  any  thing  for  its  fapport  and  ad« 
vancement  ?  It  is  in  yonr  power  to  confie  in  for  a  fha^ 
of  its  honouriy  iu  pleafuresi  and  its  rewards.  Have 
yon  any  intereft  at  a  throne  of  grace, — ^you  may  affift 
by  your  fervent  prayers  to  God.  Are  you  perfons  of 
rank  and  influence  in  fociety, — ^yon  may  ^ive  it  flabi- 
Cty  by  your  countenance  and  patronage.  Are  yoa 
rich  and  encreafed  in  goods, — you  may  give  it  moft 
effe^ual  aid  by  pecuniary  benefactions.  A  pious  and 
prudent  appropriation  of  a  part  of  your  riches  to  (iich 
a  noble  dedgn,  would  add  to  the  refpe«5labiKty  of  rank^ 
brighten  the  fplendours  of  affluence,  and  give  a  high 
relifh  to  all  the  gifts  of  Providence.  With  refpedl  to 
chofe  who  are  devoted  to  the  vanities  and  amufements 
of  life,  permit  me  to  fay,  that  faving  a  fmall  fum  annually 
for  fuch  a  charitable  purpofe,  from  the  extravagance  of 
drefs,  from  the  theatre,  the  gaming  table,  and  other 
purluiu  equally  expenfive  and  unprofitable,  as  it  would 
not  abridge  any  real  pleafwe,  fo  it  would  not  cofi  yoa 
a  (ingle  pang  of  regret  at  the  clofe  of  the  year.  If 
yoQ  are  unwilling  to  believe  this,  try  the  experiment  for 
a  feafon,  and  then  let  your  future  condu<!l  be  regulated 
by  the  refult. 

They 
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Tbcy  who  arc  Chridians  indeed  ^ill  be  cafily  pcr- 
ftaded  to  exert  themfelves  in  forwarding  fach  a  bene- 
ircdene  Icbeme.  Liove  to  God  and  cbarity  to  mankind 
are  the  principles  upon  which  they  habitually. ad.  And 
diefe  will  furely  prompt  them  to  labour  for  the  enlarge- 
ment  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  for  the  increafe 
ef  human  happinefs.  But  there  are  others  who  have 
never  felt  the  power  of  true  religion  upon  their  own 
hearts,  and  yet  appear  to  be  no  ftrangers  to  the  feeU 
ings  of  humanity  and  benevolence.  Such,  though 
Aey  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fee  this  undertaking  in  its 
true  magnitude  and  extent,  yet,  as  they  cannot  but  per- 
ceive it  to  be  work  of  charity ,  conduci^^e^  at  leaft^  to 
like  happinefs  of  focial  life,  ought  furely  to  g^ve  way, 
qpon  the  preCent,  to  that  benevolent  propenfity  which 
tbey  frequently  difcover  upon  other  occafions.  And 
with  refpeft  to  fuch,  I  do  not  hefiute  to  exprefs  a 
flrong  hope,  that  what  is  now  only  a  natural  foftnefa 
rf  temper  may  gradually  be  changed  into  Chriftian  be* 
nevolence;  and  that  in  time  they  may  come  to  dif^ 
cern  the  excellency,  and  to  feel  the  happy  effeds  of 
tbat  divine  knowledge  wbi^h  they  have  been  inftru* 
nental  in  conveying  to  others. 

What  Oiall  we  fay  more  i  To  thee,  O  Father  of 
lights,  we  hft  up  our  eyes^  and  implore  thy  divine  blef* 
fing.  'The  canfe  is  thine  ;  for  it  is  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  of  charity.  Rev>eal  thy  mighty  arm  for  its  fupport  ; 
firengthen  the  hands  employed  jo  carrying  it  on,  and 
crown  their  laudable  efforts  with  fuccefs.  .  Difpofe.  aU 

of 
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of  US  in  our  different  ftatkms^  to  employ,  With  a  fieadf 
zealy  the  talenu  and  opportunities  which  thy ,  prvvu 
dence  hath  put  in  our  power,  for  the  defence  and  pro* 
pag^tioh  of  the  gofpel.  Haften  the  happy  period^ 
when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  (hall  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  Jefos  Chrift ;  when  all  nations 
Ihall  hear  and  embrace  the  words  t>f  eternal  life ;  and 
wlien  the  empire  of  troth  and  righteoufnefs  and  peace 
fliall  obtain  an  univerfal  and  tailing  eftablii^nient ;  and 
to  tby.name  let  all  the  praife  beaftribed.    Amen. 


r  I  N  I  8. 


EDiWBtnJCit,  Societ/^ffalf^  June  i.  ty^s. 

At  a  Geoend  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotkuidl 
fyr  propagaU9g  Chriftiao  KjMwJcdgje  s 

RBSOLTBDy 

That  the  Thanks  of  the  Society  be  gtven  to  the 
Rererend  John  Thomfbn^  Mmifter  of  the  Gofpd  at 
Markinch,  for  hb  excellent  Sermon  preached  this  day  ; 
and  chat  he  be  deiired  to  permit  the  fame  to  be  printe<I 
far  the  oTe  of  the  Society. 

(SiOMEO)       JO.  MTARLAN,  Ssc. 


THE 

^ORK>SE  FOR  WHICH  CHRIST  CAME  INTO 
THE  WORLD: 

A  SERMON, 

F REACHED  BT  THE  REVEREND 

BRYCE  JOHNSTON,  D.  D. 

MINISTER  ATHOLTWOOD; 

BzroKC 

THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND 
FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE, 

AT  THEIR  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING, 

IN  THE  HIGH  CHURCH  OF  EDINBURGH, 

ON  THURSDAY,  JUNE  2.  1786. 


*  1  a.T^  come  thu  they  miKht  have  life,  and  chat  they  might  bate  it  more 
abundantly  John,  chap.  x.  v.  lo.  last  claoai. 


EDINBURGH: 

PRINTED  BY  MARTIN  AND  M^OOWALL, 

FOR  THE  SOCIETY, 

AND  SOLD  BY  W.  GRAY,  FRONT  OF  THE  £ZCHANGC. 

yfnao  J  "J SO, 


'to  THJS  RIGHT  HONOURABLB 

DAVmEARL  OF  LEVEN  AND  MELVILLt 


THE  FOLLOWIKO 


SERMO]b^ 


IB  MOST  RESPECTFULLY 


DEDICATED  BY 


THE  AUTHORi 


EotKBUtlGH,  JUKIE  I.  1786. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  Propagating  ChrifUan  Knowledge. 

RESOLVED, 

T^HAT  the  Thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Bryce  Johnjion^for  his  excellent  Ser^^ 
mon  preached  this  day  before  theniy  and,  that  he  may 
be  defired  to  permit  the  fame  to  be  printed  for  the  be* 
nefitofthe  Society. 


A  SERMON, 

ON  THE  PURPOSES  FOR  WHICH  CHRIST 
'  CAME  INTO  THIS  WORLD. 


I  111  COME  THAT  THET  MIGHT  HAVE  LIFE,   AND 
THAT   THET    MIGHT    HAVE    IT    MORE    ABUND-> 

AN  T  L  T.  JOBM,  CHAP.  Z.  V.  to.  LAIT  CLAVf  I. 


These  words  were  originally  fpoken  by  the 
blefled  Jefus,  the  moll  glorious  perfon  that  ever 
appeared  to  mankind,  in  whom  the  divine  and  the 
human  nature  were  united.  When  one  fo  excel- 
lent deigned  to  vifit  this  world,  and  to  appear  vi* 
fibly  upon  it  for  feveral  years,  we  may  well  con* 
dude  that  the  purpofe  for  which  he  came  was 
worthy  of  his  dignity.  The  words  before  us 
contain  his  own,  and  confequently  the  beft  ac- 
count of  that  purpofe,  a  purpofe  the  moft  excel* 
lent  and  godlike  in  itfelf,  the  moft  important,  in- 
terefting,  and  beneficial  to  mankind*  ^M  am 
^  come  (fays  he)  that  they  might  have  life,  and 
'*  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly/' 
A  This 


(  o 

This  paflage  I  hope  will  not  be  deemed  an  impro- 
per fubjed  for  a  difcourfe  before  thofe  who  have 
long  been  happy  inftruments  under  God,  of  pro- 
moting the  knowledge  of  the  great  purpofe  for 
which  Chrift  defcended  from  Heaven.— From 
which  I  intend,  in  a  dependence  on  God, 

I/?,  To  point  out  the  great  purpofe  for  which 
Chrift  came  into  this  world,  fo  far  as  it  refpe&s 
mankind* 

2dly^  To  fet  before  you  the  diftinguifhing  fea- 
tures in  the  charader  of  thofe  who  fhall  enjoy  the 
bUflings  of  his  coming.   And, 

3^/;^,  Make  fome  pradical  obfervations  on  this 
fubjed. 

An  illuftration  of  the  whole  of  it,  proportion- 
ed to  its  importance  and  intent,  would  far 
exceed  the  ordinary  bounds  of  one  difcourfe.  All 
therefore  that  I  intend,  is  to  fet  before  you  the 
great  outlines  of  the  fubjed. 

We  know  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to 
manifeft  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfedions  in  the 
redemption  of  mankind,  in  a  luftre  greater  than 
even  that  with  which  it  had  been  difplayed  in  the 
Vorks  of  creation  and  providence.  Hence  He 
thus  addreffes  his  Heavenly  Father,  "  I  have 
•*  glorified  thee  on  earth,  I  have  finilhed 
**  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.**     He 

came 
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came  into  the  world  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  the  divine  law,  and  the  wifdom  of  God's 
moral  government ;  and,  mod  probably,  in  this 
way  to  afford  fuch  a  juft  and  ftriking  view  of  the 
re&itude  and  wifdom  of  the  divine  adminiftra- 
don,  to  all  the  different  orders  of  pure  fpirits,  as 
thereby  to  fecure  them  for  ever  in  their  reditude, 
obedience,  and  happinefs.  But  our  text  con- 
fines our  view  to  the  purpofe  for  which  Chrift 
came  into  the  world,  in  fo  far  as  it  refpeds  man- 
kind. This  was,  *'  that  they  might  have  life, 
*^  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly.'* 

Of  all  the  bliflings  which  could  h^vebeen 
offered  to  man,  this  is  the  moil  valuable,  as 
well  on  account  of  its  own  worth,  as  on  ac- 
count of  that  condition  to  which  man  had  redu* 
ced  himfelf,  before  Chrift  gracioufly  interpofed  to 
beftow  life  upon  him.  Though  God  made  man 
upright,  yet  by  the  temptation  of  the  devil,  and 
the  abufe  of  that  liberty,  without  which  he  could 
not  have  been  an  accountable  creature,  he  foon 
finned  againft  God,  and  thereby  became  not  only 
dead  in  law  as  a  guilty  creature,  but  alfo  really 
and  fpiritually  dead  as  an  intelligent  and  moral 
aeature,  who  had  perverted  his  nature, 

A  moral  and  an  accountable  creature  is  faid  to 
A  a  ,  be 
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be  dead  in  law,  when  he  hs^di  committed  i  traniV 
gr^ion  of  the  will  of  God,  the  pmiilhme&t  of 
which  he  can  neither  fhmi,  nor  commute  by  any 
obedience  or  atonement  of  hit  own.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  all  men  ftand  as  finners  s^ainft  God :  For 
no  man  liveth  and  fimieth  not,  no  man  can  re<^ 
deem  his  own  foul,  nor  pay  a  fuffident  ranfom  for 
his  brother's.  Man  as  an  intelligent  and  moral 
creature,  is  (aid  to  be  fpiritually  dead,  when  his 
intelleflual  and  moral  powers  ceafe  to  influence 
ttnd  direct  his  moral  condud ;  and  when  his  con^ 
dud  is  chiefly  influenced  and  direded  by  thofe 
merely  animal  powers  which  he  poflfefled  in  com- 
mon with  the  irrational  creation.  In  this  fituatioii 
all  men  ftand  by  the  deprarity  of  their  nature, 
"  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins/'  Accuftomed  to 
form  their  ideas  of  life  and  death,  from  what  they 
JTeeto  be  the  life  and  death  of  mere  animals.  The 
generality  of  mankind  have  formed  very  grofs, 
confufed,  and  erroneous  opinions  of  life  ind  death 
in  general,  and  in  particular  as  they  are  applicable 
to  fpiritual,  intelligent,  and  moral  creatures. 
Death  does  not  confift  in  redu£Uon  to  nothing. 
Annihilation  feems  to  be  unknown  in  nature;  but 
every  creature,  of  whatever  order  of  beings  it  is, 
is  faid  to  live  fo  long  as  it  polTefles  and  has  the 
power   of  cjcerting  thofe  peculiar  faculties  by 

which 
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which  it  is  difiinguiihed  horn  the  order  of  beings 

immediately  below  it,  and  it  is  faid  to  die  when  it 

ceafes  to  pofiefs  tbefie  charaftexillic  powers*  Thus, 

for  inftance,  a  mere  animal  lires  fo  long  as  it  pof- 

lefles  thefe  powers  of  refpiration,  of  the  circulation 

of  the  blood  and  of  felf-motion,  by  which  it  is  dif* 

tinguiihed  from  mere  inanimate  matter ;  and  it 

dies,  when,  by  ceafing  to  pofiefs  thefe  powers,  it 

is  not  annihilated,  but  is  only  reduced  to  the  order 

of  inanimate  matter  immediately  below  it*  When 

the  body  returns  to  duft,  this  is  the  death  of  that 

part  of  man  aUb,  which  is  merely  animal.     In 

like  manner,  man,  as  a  moral  and  accountable 

bexBg,  made  up  of  fpirit  and  body,  is  faid  to  live 

ij  long  as  his  condudl  is  influenced  and  direded 

by  thofefpiritual,  intelle&ual,  and  moral  powers, 

by  which  he  is  diftinguiftied  from  the  order  of 

mere  animals ;  and  he  is  faid  to  die  when  thefe 

fpiritual  powers,  lofmg  their  influence  upon  him, 

he  £dls  down  to  the  order  of  mere  animals,  and 

is,  like  them,  directed  in  his  aondud  folely  by 

bodily  fenfes,  paflions,  and  appetites.    Hence,  in 

fcripture,  man  in  this  (late  is  ililed  the  natural  or 

carnal,  in  dired  oppoAtion  to  the  fpiritual  nu^i. 

Hence  alfo  it  is  faid  in  fcripture,  ^*  to  be  carnally 

^  minded  is  death ;  but  to  be  fpiritually  minded 

*^  is  life  and  peace.**  Rom.  viii.  6.  "  If  ye  luft  after 

«^the 
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*«  the  flefli  ye  Ihall  die:  but  if  ye  through  the  fpirit 
«  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  (hall  live.'* 
Rom.  viii.  13.  And  Solomon,  Prov.  viii.  35. 
36.  promifing  wifdom,  reprefents  her  thus 
(peaking :  "  Who  fo  findeth  me,  findeth  life  ;  all 
^^  they  that  hate  me  love  death.''  In  this  fenfe, 
the  threatening  denounced  againft  Adam,  for  vio« 
lating  the  divine  law,  **  In  the  day  thou  eateft 
^*  thereof,  thou  (halt  furely  die,"  was  inftantly 
executed.  On  that  very  day  in  which  Adam 
tranfgrcffed,  he  died  in  the  true  fenfe  of  death 
now  (tated ;  and  as  he  then  became  dead  in  law, 
liable  to  that  pimifhment  from  God  which.be 
could  not  poffibly  evite  nor  commute.  And  adiy^ 
As  his  animal  part  threw  off  its  fubjedion  to  his 
fpiritual  part,  and  ufurped  the  dominion  over  him. 
In  this  fituation  all  men  were  faid  to  be  dead 
until  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  when  he  appear- 
ed, that  they  might  not  only  have  life,  but  that 
they  might  have  it  the  more  abundantly  than  man 
everpoffeffed  it,  even  in  his  primeval  innocence. 

Such  being  that  ftate  of  deaths  in  which  man- 
kind lay  when  Chrift  came  to  give  them  life, 
you  will  eafily  perceive  the  nature  of  that  life 
which  he  came  to  give  them.  "  He  came  to  re* 
*«  deem  them  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being 

^*  made 
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^  made  a  curfe  for  them/'  Gal.  iH*  13*  By  his 
perfed  obedience,  and  meritorious  fufferings  and  ~ 
death,  he  offered  for  their  fins  an  atonement,  not 
only  of  infinite  value,  but  alfo  an  atonement  which 
was  propofed  and  accepted  by  an  offended  God  i 
an  atonement  voluntarily  made  by  him,  andb  there- 
fore made  without  any  injuftice  being  done  to 
him :  In  fine^  an  atonement  which  he  had  full 
power  to  make,  and  therefore  made  without 
injuftice  being  done  to  any  other  being;  for 
being  uncreated,  he  had,  what  no  mere  creature 
has,  a  power  to  lay  down  his  life,  and  a  power  to 
take  it  again.  "  Chrift  once  fuffered  for  fms,  the 
"  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  unto 
**  God."  1  Petiii.  18.  "There  is  therefore  now  no 
"  condemnation  to  themwhichare  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
"  who  walk  not  after  the  fle(h,but  after  the  fpirit.*' 
Rom.  viii.  1 .  *'  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins, 
"  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo  for  the  fms  of 
*^  the  whole  world/*  John,  ii.  2. 

He  came  alfo  to  redeem  men  from  their  vain 
converfation.  Them  hath  he  quickened  who  were 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  He  came  to  reftore 
toman  the  true  life  of  man,  the  fpiritual,  the  intel- 
ledual,  and  the  moral  life :  That  life  which  coi^ 
lifts  in  perceiving,  ading,  and  enjoying,  as  fuch  a 

creature 


(     8.     ) 

creature  as  man  was  intended  to  do,  and  ought 
tp  do  :  That  life  whiichraifes  man  above  the  level 
of  mere  ammals^^and  dearly  marks  him  to  be  of  a 
fiq>erior  order  of  beings :  ThatUfe  which  fits  him 
for  the  real  dtttiea^  and  the  real  eojoymemts  of  m^ui 
m  every  fituation  in  which  he  is  placed  :  That  life» 
which  equally  in  the  exerdfe  of  religion,  aind  in 
all  the  tranfaftiom  of  ibciety ,  makes  htm  conduct 
himfelf  as  an  intelligcsit  and  accountable  creature, 
placed  for  a.  ttuxt  and  uncertain  time  in  this  world, 
and  deftined  for  an  immortal  exiftence  in  a  hap* 
{Mier  ftate :  That  life,  in  fine,  which  gradually  ad- 
vances towards  the  perfection  of  his  nature^  and 
which  qualifies  him  for   relifiung  the  molt  re- 
fined, permanent,  and  progrefTive  blifs,  in  the 
enjoy  mjCnt  of  himfelf;  of  all  the  creatures  of  God 
wluch  come  within  the  fphere  of  his  knowledge ; 
and  above  all,  of  God  himfelf  as  his  chief  good« 
The  carnal  mind  which  is  death,  is  enmity  againd 
God  J  but  bleffed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for*  they 
Ihall  fee  God. 

This  life  Chrift  begins,  carries  on,  and  at  laft 
perfefts  by  tlie  gi^cious  influence  of  his  holy  fpi- 
rit,  by  which  he  renews  us  after  the  image  of  him 
that  created  us,  in  knowledge,  righteoufhefs,  and 
true  hoUnels.    By  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  be 

enlightens 
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Cntighteos  a&d  enlarges  our  uhderftandii^ :  By 
its  precepts  he  regulates  our  hearts  and  lives :  By- 
its  ordinances,  he  improves  our  fouls  in  fodal 
and  dcTOttt  affe£tions :  And,  by  his  own  example, 
he  gradually  brings  us  to  the  full  ftature  of  per- 
fe£k  men  in  him.    This  life  thus  begun,  and  car- 
Yied  on  is  eternal.     Chrift  hath  obtained  eternal 
redemption  for  us.    **  He  giveth  unto  his  ihecp 
1  »•  eternal  Kfe,  they  fliaJl  never  perifli,  neither 
I  ««  Ihall  any  pluck  ^em  out  of  his  hand."  John  x. 
a8.— He  who  is  fpiritually  alive,  flmll  be   fo 
forever.    His  prefcnt  fendments  and  dlfpofitions, 
are  only  the  foretaftes  of  thofe  of  the  blefled  in 
heaven,  the  fame  in  kind*  though  inferior  in  de- 
gree—iltemal  life  is  only  the  contmuance  and 
perfefldon  of  the  fpiritual  life.   This  life  which  he 
came  to  beftow,  is  more  abundant,  than  that  life 
"Which  man  in  innocence  enjoyed.    In  a  ftate  of 
fanoccnce,  man  was  liable  to  fall  from  his  inno- 
cence, and  aauaUy  did  fo  j  but  to  them  who  are 
b  C3iria  Jelus,  there  is  no  condemnation  i  who 
vralk  not  after  the  flelh,  but  after  the  fpirit.  And 
when,  at  the  general  refurreftion  their  bodies 
(hall  rife  fpiritual,  glorious,  and  immortal,  their 
fouls,  ck»tbed  with  fuch  refined  bodies,  wiU  moft 
probably,  in  an  eternal  progrefs,  rife  to  much 
higher  attainments  in  knowledge,  goodnels,  and 
3  happinefs. 
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happmefs,  than  thofe  of  which  man  in  innocehc€ 
was  ever  capable*  Such  is  the  conftitution  of  man^ 
that  his  fentiments,  difpofitions,  affe£Uons^  and 
enjoyments,  rife  in  proportion  to  the  jexcellence 
and  grandeur  of  the  fubjeds  on  which  he  em- 
ploys his  mind.     But  not  to  mention  other  ob* 
je£b,  the  fupreme  objed  of  contemplation  and  en- 
joyment, mud  appear  to  thofe  who  are  alive  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  in  a  much  more  glorious  and  ami^ 
able  point  of  view,  than  it  did  to  man  in  innocence, 
or  moft  probably  ever  could  have  appeared  to 
man,  if  he  had  never  needed  a  Saviour,  even  dia^ 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus,  Hence  it  is,  that 
this,  which  more  than  any  other  fubjed  enlarges^ 
improves,  a^d  delights  all  the  faculties  of  man; 
this,  which  never  could  be  a  fubjeft  of  contempla* 
tion  to  man  in  innocence,  is  the  due  theme  of  con« 
templation,  enjoyment,  and  praife,  to  all  who  are 
alive  in  Chrift  Jefus.     In  Heaven  they  etemallf 
fmg :    "  To  him  that  loved  us,  and  waihed  u$ 
^^  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  made  us 
*^  kings   and    priefts    unto  God,  even  his    fa- 
*'  ther,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever 
*«  and  ever,  amen."  Hence  it  is,  that  their  degree 
of  knowledge,  of  goodnefs,  and  of  joy,  will  be 
greater  than  that  which  was  attainable  by  man  in 
innocence,  and  greater  than  that  which  is  attain- 
able 
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able  by  any  other  means,  than  thofe  with  which 
Chrift  hath  blefled  u$  in  his  gofpeU 

How  happy  fliould  the  world  be,  if  all  men 
irould  fo  difcem  the  worth  of  this  bliffing,  as  to 
be  excited  to  purfue  it  as  the  one  thing  needftil* 
But  alas  !  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things 
of  tb^  {fiiit  of  God  J  for  they  are  fooliflmefs  unto 
bim ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they 
ar^  fpiritually  difcerned.  How  happy  ihould  men 
be,  if  they  cordially  embraced  the  chriftian  dif- 
pcn&tion  ?  yet  alas !  how  many  are  there  who 
continue  in  fm,  though  grace  doth  abound  ;  who 
tarn  the  grace  of  God  into  waAtonnefs  ;  who  fo ' 
much  negleft  or  defpife  the  gofpel  of  Jefus,  that 
inftead  of  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  it  is  to 
tbem  the  favour  of  death  unto  death?  Who  then 
are  thofe  that  (hall  receive  life  from  Chrift  ?  The 
queftion  to  which  our  text  direfts  our  attention, 
is  not  concerning  the  intent  of  Chrift's  purchafe, 
or  offer  of  that  life.  Without  entering  upon  the 
difcuflion  of  that  queftion  at  prefent,  we  may  reft 
latisfied  thaj  none  (hall  ever  peri(h  for  want  of 
either  power  or  willingnefs  in  Chrift  to  fave 
bim ;  for  Jefus  is  able  to  fave  unto  the  uttermoft, 
all  who  come  unto  God  through  him,  and  he  in- 
Wes  all  who  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  to  comq 

B  2  untQ 
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ttttto  him,  and  find  reft  for  thdr  fools.  But  the 
queftion  is,  concerniig  the  charafter  of  thofe  vha 
ihall  in  faft  receive  this  life  from  Chrift, 

To  fet  befo^re  you  their  chara£ter,  is  the  iecoii4 
thipg  propofedy  and  what  I  now  iptend^ 

They  are  thofe  whom,  in  the  vcrfes  immediately 
preceding  our  text,  Chrift  calls  (beep.  Forthepuri- 
rity  of  their  hearts,  theiniiocency  of  their  lives,an4 
the  fimpUcity  of  their  manners,  are  the  friends  of 
Chrift  frequently  called  fli^  in  the  writings  of  the 
New  Teftament ;  and  at  the  great  day  of  final  judg* 
inent,  Aall  be  placed  on  the  right  hand  of  the  judge« 
But  in  particul^,  Chrift  tell3  us  in  the  context, 
that  his  ftieep,  to  whom  he  came  to  give  life, 
know  him,  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him.  i^, 
Thsy  krmv  A/w,— Th^y  knpw  him,  and  firpily  be^ 
lieve  in  him,  a^  "  The  Chrift  and  the  Son  of 
^*  God.**  They  know  him  as  that  divine  perfon, 
who  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  ^qual  with 
God.  They  know  him  as  the  promifed  Mefliah, 
the  only  Saviour  of  the  world,  die  only  ]^ediatof 
between  God  and  man,  who  is  able  to  fave  untq 
theuttermoft,allwho  come  unto  Godthroughhim* 
The  evidences  arifing  from  the  exaA  fulfilment  of 
|l  long  chain  of  prophecies  ;  from  moft  aftooifhi 

ipg  and  pub^c  miracles  i  from  the  excellency  anc^ 

pcffe^Hp^i 
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perfeSdon  of  Chrift's  dodrine;  aod  innocency  and 
bolinefs of  his  life;  all  which  evidences  are  fo  full^ 
ftrong,  and  xinanfwerable,  that  their  fiuth  is  fo  dif^ 
tmd  and  firm,  diatit  is  commonly ftiled  knowledge^ 
Thecleareft  knowledge  caamot convey  more  certain'* 
ty  to  the  mind,  nor  more  poweilfolly  influence  dA 
heart  and  the  life  than  it  does.  This  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  is  not  only  the  firft  feature  in  the  charac* 
to-  of  thofe  who  ihall  rec^ve  life  from  him,  but 
k  is  alfo  always  found  in  connexion  with  all  the 
other  features  of  their  charader.  Hrace  it  is  fpo* 
ken  of  in  fcripture,  as  conftituting  the  whole  cha* 
raSer  of  thofe  who  fhall  receive  life  from  Chrift, 
Jdm  xvii«  3.  ^^  And  this  i^  life  eternal,  that  they 
^  might  know  thee»  the  only  true  God,  and  Jehii 
^  Ouift  whom  thou  has  fent.'*  John  xx.  3  k  "  But 
^  thefe  are  written,  that  ye  ought  believe  that  jc* 
^^  fus  is  the  Chrift  the  fon  of  God,  a^d  that  be^ 
^  lieving  ye  might  have  life  through  his  name/' 
John  iiL  i6.  i8. 

adly^  They  hear  his  Toice«~-This  is  a  neceflary 

confequence  of  their  knowing  him.     Devils,  be« 

caufe  their  ftate  is  defperate,  may  believe  and 

tremble  ;,  but  depraved  as  hmnan  nature  is,  it  it 

next  to  Impoffible  for  any  man  rightly  to  know 

Chrift,  and  yet  to  defpife  and  rejeft  him :  Dif* 

\Vfi^y  aud  firmly  to  .believe,  that  Jefus  is  the 

Chrift 
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Chrlft  and  the  fon  of  God :  That  all  men  being 
guilty,  muft  neceflfarily  perlfh,  unlefs  a  Saviour, 
interpofes  for  them;  and  that  there  is  falvation  by 
no  other  name  given  under  heaven  among  men, 
but  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  yet  to  defpife  him  and 
his  dodrine,  is  an  abfurdity  too  grofs  to  be  fup« 
pofed« 

.  They  hear  his  voice. — ^It  gives  them  the  higheft 
pleafure  to  read  and  (tudy  thofe  truths  recorded  in 
the  New  Teftament,  which  originally  proceeded 
from  his  mouth  :  They  attend  with  regularity 
and  delight  on  the  preaching  of  the  word  :  In 
the  truths  delivered  by  Jefus,  and  recorded  in 
fcripture,  they  clearly  perceive  the  knowledge, 
the  wifdom,  the  holinefs,  and  the  goodnefs  of 
God :  By  them  they  are  convinced  that  he  fpoke 
as  never  man  yet  fpoke  :  From  the  doftrine  it- 
felf,  independent  of  all  external  evidence,  they  are 
perfuaded  that  it  is  of  God:  They  attentively  lif- 
ten  to,  and  firmly  believe  all  the  doftrines,  pre- 
cepts, and  ordinances,  which  were  taught  either 
by  Chrift  himfelf,  or  his  apoftles,  and  which  ar& 
recorded  in  the  New  Teflament :  They  hear  his 
voice,  fo  as  clearly  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  voice 
of  all  others  who  are  ftnoigers  to  him,  and  to  hia 
Iheep ;  "  The  vpice  of  ^  ftraijger  they  know  not, 

^'  ^nd 


**  and  they  will  not  follow  him:"  Their  know* 
ledge  of  the  chara^ler  of  him,  and  of  his  religion, 
as  both  are  delineated  in  fcripture,  is  fo  accurate, 
and  dieir  efteem  and  love  of  them  fo  high,  that, 
at  the  firft  view,  they  clearly  perceive  how  incon- 
liftant  with  thefe,  the  charadess  of  every  falfe 
teacher,  and  every  felfe  religion  are :  However 
much  difHnguiflied,  like  Jefus  himfelf,  for  their 
peaceablenefs,  jmidence,  and  obliging  demeanour, 
no  influence  of  human  authority,  can  make  them 
receive  the  do£hines*of  men,  for  the  command- 
ments of  <Grod :  Whilft  in  other  things,  they  be* 
come  all  things  to  all  men ;  in  matters  of  confci-* 
ence,  no  favour,  no  threat  can  move  them :  No 
force  of  prejudice,  of  human  authority,  of  old  cuP 
torn,  or  of  new  opinion,  can  make  them  adopt  or 
retain  any  ^enet,  any  obfervance,  or  any  pra£tice 
in  religion,  when  once  they  perceive  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  Chrift.  Lajilyy  They  follow 
him.— They  follow  him  by  chearfully  complying 
with  the  inftrudions  and  laws  which  he  hath  pre- 
fcribed  to  them  :  They  follow  him  by  a  chearful, 
a  conflant,  and  progreilive  imiution  of  that  ex** 
ample  which  he  hath  left  us,  that  we  might  follow 
his  fteps  :  It  is  their  conflant  and  diligent  endea- 
vour, their  chief  delight,  and  their  higheft  ambi- 
don,  in  dependence  on  the  holy  fpirit  of  God,  to 

cultivate 
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ettkiTate  ia  themfielves  die  fame  mind  vfaich  wad 
in  ium^  who  was  holy,  harmlefi^  undefUed^  and 
iiepaxated  &om  finners,  and  who  continiiaUy  went 
about  doing  good^  Tour  time  will  not  allow  me 
jb  much  as  to  name  ail  the  virtuet  which  (hine 
with  the  brightefi  luftre  in  bis  charader,  and  in  the 
praflice  of  all^diioh  defireto  follow  him.  In  one 
word^  they  perceive  nothing  in  his  charaftcr  which 
has  the  lead  tendency  to  miflead  them  into  imper» 
iie&ion^  folly,  or  Tice,  ^xdiflft  they  behold  in  it 
every  virtue  divine,  fodal,^  and  porfonal,  in  fuch 
pof edion,  as  to  form  a  model  which  they  may  f of 
ever  copy,  without  ever  equalling  :  They  imitate 
him  in  his  unaffeded  piety  to  God,  his  juftice 
and  charity  to  all  men,  and  in  his  imiverfal  felf^ 
government.  His  escample  diey  have  ever  in 
view  as  the  pattern  of  their  imitation :  In  all  dif* 
ficult  and  trying  fituations,  they  ferioufly  aik 
their  own  hearts,  how  Chrill  would  have  a&ed  in 
fuch  a  fituation ;  and  then  they  go  and  do  like^ 
wife,  let  the  fboliih  or  the  wicked  think  or  fay 
what  they  pleafe^  Thofe  who  thus  know  Chrift, 
afpire  with  the  utmoft  ardour  after  this  temper  and 
condud,  and  make  daily  progrefs  towards  the 
higheit  attainments^ 

It- now  only  remains,  that  1  &ould  clofethis  dif» 
c^urfe  with  a  few  pradical  obfervations  upon  it. 

I/?,  We 
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ly?.  We  may  obferve  iht  refined  ahd  excetkni 
tttare  of  thole  bleffings  which  we  may  receive 
from  ChrifL  Are  they  a  deliverance  from  £gyp« 
tiam  bondage,  the  pofleffioH  of  a  land  fiowixig 
tidi  milk  and  honey^  or  any  odier  great  inberi4 
tanceor  kingdom  in  this  world  ?  No,  alltfaefe  are 
g^  beneath  the  dignity  of  Chrift  to  come  to  thit 
iporld  to  beftow;  the(c  are  gifts  which  might  be 
poflefled  by  men,  and  yet  their  pc^flbra  be  fbol«f 
ifli,  wicked)  and  Wretched :  But  the  bleffings,  which 
Quift  came  to  beftow,  are  the  pardon  of  our  fins, 
die  renovati(Mi  of  our  natures,  with  all  that  hap* 
^nefs  in  every  ftage  of  our  exiftence,  and  in  every 
outward  fituation,  which  is  in£q)arable  from  them, 
and  which,  with  the  utmoft  propriety^  are  ftyled 
otr  Itfti  TheGs  are  die  bleffings  which  we  moft 
Beed:  This  is  what  wfll  be  of  the  greateft  advantage 
to  us  in  every  Situation :  This  will  make  tis  happy 
in  die  pofieffion  of  ourfelves,  and  of  every  proper 
<%ft  of  human  enjoyment :  No  outward  ftate^ 
however  exalted,  can  render  that  man  great  or 
happy,  who  is  dead  in  trefpafies  and  (ins :  No 
Outward  circumftance,  however  adverfe  or  low, 
can  make  that  man  little  or  wretched,  who  is  fpl^ 
ritually  alive :  Nothing  fotnuch  degrades  or  tpr- 
mcDts  human  nature  as  fin :  Sin  is  the  rqproach 

C  of 
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of  any  people :  "  There  is  no  peace  (faith  God) 
•*  unto  the  wicked,  for  his  heart  is  like  the  trdu-» 
♦•  bled  fea,  which  cannot  reft/*  Nothing  fo  much 
exalts  and  bleiTes  human  nature,  as  its  reftoratioiir 
fo  knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs :  The 
righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour  : 
The  good  man  is  fatisfied  in  himfelf :  Wifdoms 
ways  are  the  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  her  paths 
are  the  paths  of  peace. 

Henceforth,  inftead  of  defpifing  holinefs,  like? 
fome,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ; 
hiftead  of  dreading  it,  like  others,  as  a  grievous 
burden ;  and  inftead  of  confidering  it,  like  others^ 
as  the  price  of  happinefs  ;  let  us  regard  it  as  it  is 
in  itfelf,  one  of  the  chief  bleffings  of  the  gofpel^ 
the  very  life  and  liberty  of  man,  as  happinefs  it- 
felf, and  a  part  of  heaven :  Let  us  ever  remember 
that  Chrift  came  into  this  world,  t;o  renew  and 
perfeft  our  natures,  as  well  as  to  expiate  our  guilt  t 
That  holinefs  is  the  beft  evidence  of  our  faith  in 
him,  and  of  our  meetnefs  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light :  Let  this  life  of  man,  be  that 
blefling  which  we  chiefly  feek  in  our  belief  and 
obedience  of  the  gofpel,  and  we  fhall  not  be  dif- 
appointed. 
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atUyy  We  may  obferve  the  true  reafon,  why> 
tbough  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  that  mea 
might  have  life,  yet  fo  many  of  thofe  who  live  un^ 
der  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  continue  dead  in  tref*^ 
pafles  and  fins.  It  is  becaufe  they  know  not  Chrift| 
hear  not  his  voice,  and  follow^  him  not.  How 
many  infidels,  alas  !  are  there  in  chriflian  coun^ 
tries,  and  under  the  name  of  chriflians  ?  How 
many  even  of  thofe  who  think  they  believe  in 
Chrift,  know  fo  little  of  his  nature,  charafter, 
and  religion,  that  it  may  be  faid  they  rather  do 
not  difbelieve,  than  that  they  aftually  do  believe  I 
How  many  are  there  who  would  rather  hear  any 
voice  than  the  voice  of  Chrifl,  and  who  anxiouf- 
ly  keep  at  as  great  a  diflance  as  they  can  from  hia 
pcample? 

Perhaps  fome  may  fay,  could  not  Chrifl  compel 
diem  to  know  him,  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him  ? 
Yes  he  could,by  that  fame  divine  power  by  which 
he  miraculoufly  compelled  the  flormy  wind  and  ra^^ 
ging  waves  to  be  calm,  the  dead  to  rife  from  their 
graves,  and  the  devils  themfelves  to  confefs  him 
as  the  Son  of  God  ;  but  all  external  coinpulfion 
is  inconfiflant  with  the  nature  of  true  religion,  and 
with  the  fpiritual  life  of  a  rational  and  accounta- 
ble creature.  Let  the  followers  of  Mahomet,  and 
C  2      •  the 


thevotarJefi  bf  the  Church  of  Rome,  nake  pni 

lytcs  by  the  fword.  by  fire  and  faggot ;  but  I 

none  of  the  follower,  of  Jefus,  either  atteniJ 

tbemfelTe«s  or  expeft  that  he  will  exert  his  div 

power,  to  compel  men  by  outward  violence 

follow  him.    Ifany  of  them  do.  let  them  rem 

ber,  that  he  hath  faid  to  all  fuch,  «  Te  know  I 

«  what  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of,  for  the  Son« 

man,  came  not  to  deftroy  men'.  Urcs,  but  i 

I  f^^e  Aem  aUve."    Chrift  does  not  dri^e  bii 

ftcep  before  him ,  they  know  his  voice  and  wil. 

hngly  follow  him, 

Aall  moft  ^eauaUy  promote  the  great  purpofe 
t7';f.^,^f---othewo'd,i,^^ 
«^«.    It  IS  by  brmging  men  to  know  Chrift,  to 

t^^r''*"^'°*^^^^^-  TiUthenitis 
w^poffible  to  make  them  fpiritually  aHve  j  and 
^enonce  they  knowhim.it  is  impoffible  to  hold 
Aemm  the  bands  of  fpiritual  death.     Toprofefi 

li^eT;  r  ^^^^''^^^^^'^  ^^  -piety :  To  be, 
ZZt""  ''.t  '""^  ^"^°^  °f  ^^riftianity, 
Purwof?"        ^'"^"P^^^'^'^^- 
W>4  liv^  uppn   hi,    laws,   his   life  is  equally 

abfurd 
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ird  and  impious.  Chrlftiamty,  wh^n  ftppean 
in  her  native  funplidty  aad  beauty  is  add^ 
to  engage  the  higheft  admiraticMi  and  efteem 
every  one  vfbo  bat  a  jufl  dsicemmeat  of  real 
ice,|tcellence.  How  true,  how  pure,  how  holy,  how 
e^bow  pleaiant^  bow  fimple,  how  fublime, 
*w^  divine  fhould  the  chriftian  religion  appear  f 
contemptible  Ibould  it  reikler  all  the  fyftems 
Mahomet,  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  of  the  Deift, 
Endiuliaft,  the  Bigot,  die  Superftitious,  and 
Profane  i  How  (faould  it  reform  and  enohie 
luman nature?  How  ihould  it  exalt  and  blefs  the 
individual  and  fociety  ?  How  wife,  and  good,  and 
gieat,  and  h^py  fiiould  it  make  men?  How 
nuich  fhould  it  prepare  them  for  die  duties  and 
j  (be  pleafures  of  this  life,  and  the  more  exalted  du« 
ties  and  pleafures  of  that  life  wfakh  (hall  never 
ead  ?  But  how  can  men  be  fo  e&dudly  led  to 
take  thb  view  of  duifUanlty,  as  by  having  their 
attention  dire£ted  to  tbofe  fcriptures  which  teftify 
of  Jefu$,  and  teadi  us  the  things  which  pertain  to 
eternal  life* 

When  we  refleft  on  that  purpofe  for  whidi  Chrift 
came  into  this  world,  that  we  might  have  life,  and 
the  means  by  which  he  accomplifhes  that  purpofe^ 
cveu  the  religion  whidi  is  taught  in  the  infpired 

fcriptures 
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the  votftrieii  bf  the  Church  of  Rome,  make  profe- 
lytcs  by  the  fword,  by  fire  and  feggot ;  but  let 
none  of  the  followers  of  Jefus,  either  attempt 
themfelres,  or  nptGt  that  he  will  exert  his  divine 
po'A^r,  to  compel  men  by  outward  violence,  to 
Ibllqw  him.  If  any  of  them  do^  let  them  remem^ 
ber,  that  he  hath  faid  to  all  fuch^  "  Ye  know  not 
**  Mrfiat  manner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of,  for  the  Son  of 
**  man,  came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives,  but  to 
*•  lave  them  alive."  Chrift  does  not  drive  his 
ihecp  before  him ;  th^y  know  his  voice  and  wU« 
lingly  follow  him« 

Lq^y^  We  may  obferve  by  what  means  we 
fliall  moft  effedually  promote  the  great  purpofii 
for  which  Chrift  came  to  the  world,  fie  life  if 
men.  It  is  by  bringing  men  to  know  Chrift^  to 
hear  his  voice,  and  to  fbltow  him.  Till  then  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  them  fpiritually  alive ;  and 
when  once  they  know  him,  it  is  impoffible  to  hold 
them  in  the  bands  of  fpiritual  death.  To  profefg 
chriftitfnity  without  believing  in  Chrift  its  divine 
author,  is  a  grofs  abfurdity  and  impiety :  To  be. 
lieve  in  him  as  the  divine  author  of  chriftianity, 
and  not  to  model  our  faith  upon  his  doftrines, 
our  worfhip  upon  his  ordinances,  and  our  hearts 
and  lives  uppn    hi$    laws,   his   life  is  equally 

abfurd 
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abfurd  and  impious.  ChriiUanity,  when  ftppean 
ing  in  her  native  fimplidty  and  beauty  is  add^ 
ted  to  engage  the  higheft  admiradcm  and  dleem 
of  every  one  who  bat  a  jufl  dsicemment  of  real 
excellence.  How  true,  how  pure,  how  holy,  how 
peaceable,  bow  pleaiant,  howfimple,  how  fublime, 
how  divine  (hould  the  chriftian  religion  appear  f 
How  contemptible  Ibould  it  reikler  all  the  fyftema 
of  Mahomet,  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  of  the  Ddft, 
die  Entfaufiaft,  the  Bigot,  die  Superftitious,  and 
the  Profane  ?  How  (hould  it  reform  and  enohle 
human  nature?  How  ihould  it  exalt  and  blefs  the 
individual  and  fociety  i  How  wife,  and  good,  and 
great,  and  happy  fliould  it  make  men?  How 
much  ihould  it  prepare  them  for  die  duties  and 
the  pleafures  of  this  life,  and  the  more  exalted  da-» 
ties  and  [deafures  of  that  life  which  flsdl  never 
end  ?  But  how  can  men  be  fo  effeftually  led  to 
take  this  view  of  chriftiaaity,  as  by  having  their 
attention  direded  to  thofe  fcriptures  which  teftify 
of  Jefus,  and  teach  us  the  things  which  pertain  to 
eternal  life. 

When  we  refleft  on  that  purpofe  for  whidi  C3irift 
came  into  this  world,  that  we  might  have  life,  and 
the  means  by  which  he  accompliihes  that  purpofe, 
cveQ  the  religion  whidi  is  taught  in  the  infpired 

fcriptures 
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fcriptures  oftheNewTeftam^nt,  In  how  refped* 
able  and  amiable  a  point  of  view,  muft  that  ho* 
nonrable  Society  appear  before  whom  I  now  fpeak^ 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  promote  the  knowledge  of 
chriftianity,  by  opening  the  genuine  fpring  of 
knowledge,  ^nd  by  calling  men  off  from  the  vain 
worfliip  of  God,  which  is  according  to  the  com-r 
mandments  of  men,  to  that  fpiritual  worihip  and 
fervice  which  is  according  to  the  word  and  will 
of  God  ?  They  are  workers  together  with  God 
and  Chrift^  to  promote  the  life  of  man  as  a  ration 
nal  and  moral  creature.  Unwilling  to  offend  the 
delicacy  of  thofe  members  of  the  fociety  who  are 
prefent,  or  to  give  even  juft  prsdfe  to  thofe  piou^ 
perfons  who  defure  the  praife  of  God,  more  than 
the  praife  of  men,  I  fhall  not  mention  the  half 
of  their  labours  of  love,  nor  that  high  efteem 
which  I  entertain  for  a  Society,  fo  long  and  fo 
juftly  diftinguifhed  for  their  piety  and  beneficence* 
Although  the  members  of  that  Society  do  not 
ftand  in  peed  of  ipftrudion  or  advice  from  me, 
yet,  in  the  place  where  I  now  ftand,  and  under 
the  ftrong  impreflions  of  refped  which  I  have 
long  felt,  for  a  body  of  men,  whofe  pious  and  pa- 
triotic principles  have  fo  juftly  endeared  them  to 
the  friends  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  of  the 
Pritifli  cunftitutioip,  I  hope  they  will  bear  with 

me 
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me  for  a  few  words  :  TTiis  Society  was  erefted 
by  a  patent  from  the  Crown,  fo  early  as  the  year 
1709,  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  chrifUan 
knowledge ;  and  by  a  fecond  patent  in  1 738,  they 
were  impowered  to  promote  induftry  and  the  ufe- 
fiil  arts  :  The  firft  members  of  this  Society  fre*- 
quently  met  together  in  this  city,  and  zealoufly  ex- 
erted themfelves  in  promoting  chriftian  know- 
ledge  in  the  Highlands  and  lilands  of  Scot- 
land as  private  men,  for  about  nine  years  before 
they  were  erefted  into  a  Society  by  a  patent  from 
the  Crown :  From  Aat  period,  to  the  prefent 
day,  they  have  purfued  the  great  ends  of  their  in- 
ftitution,  in  a  manner  honourable  to  themfelves, 
and  beneficial  to  their  country  :  During  this 
fpaceof  time,  many  thoufands  in  the  Highlands  and 
lilands  of  Scotland,  and  alfoin  the  wilds  of  Ame- 
rica before  the  unhappy  diflFerence  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies,  were,  by  their 
means,  under  a  propitious  providence,  led  from 
ignorance,  idlenefs,  and  wretchednefs,  to  know- 
ledge, induftry,  and  happinefs :  By  them,  thou- 
lands  of  the  Highlanders,  long  marked  by  fouls 
natively  great,  brave,  and  generous,  have  been 
taught  to  improve  and  exert  their  faculties  to 
their  own  honour  and  intereft,  to  the  good  of  their 
country,  and  to  the  glory  of  God :  By  them 

many 
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tnany  thouiandsof  thofe  our  countrymen^  natu» 
rally  acute  and  a&ive  by  oonfthution  and  by 
climate,  but  more  hurt  in  their  charader  and 
circumftances  by  ignorance  of  the  arts  and  want 
<^  the  means  of  induftry,  than,  pertiap6,  by  any 
diing  elie,  hare  been  taught  the  ufeful  arts,  and 
trained  to  induftry :  The  Society  have  of  late 
been  at  the  expence  of  tranflating  A  efaoly  (crip 
tures  into  the  Galic  language,  found  from  expe-* 
rience  to  be  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  civile 
as  well  as  religious  interefts  of  the  people. 

At  prefent,  about  ievcn  thou&nd  poor  children 
are  inftru&ed,  in  their  different  fchools,  in  read« 
ing,  writing,  arithmetic,  the  {ninciples  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  the  ufiefiil  arts. 

Go  on  my  worthy  friends  in  that  path,  long 
trodden  by  you  and  your  pious  predeceflbrs* 
Did  you  need  any  motives  to  the  performance  of 
that  duty,  which  is  your  delight,  I  might  remind 
you  of  the  example  of  your  worthy  forefathers^ 
who  with  fuch  zeal  and  effed,  promoted  chriftian 
knowledge  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
before  their  day,  were  the  habitations  of  cruelty* 
Many  of  them  I  truft  are  reaping  the  fruits  of 
their  labour  of  love  i  and  having  turned  many 

unto 
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Wto  n^te6ufii€fe,  are  ihining  as  the  bi%htne& 
of  the  firmament,  nay,  as  the  ftars  in  the  king- 
dom of  thtat  God.  I  might  remmd  you  how 
nmicii  yout  generous  undertaking  hath  been  blef^ 
fed  ^  hea'^reii :  Like  the  goipel  itfelf,  it  ^>peared 
it  firft,  but  as  a  grain  of  mu(htrd  feed)  but  now, 
like  a  great  tree,  its  btanches  cover  tiie  land :  I 
tr^t  idl  you  of  the  refitssd  ^eafure  wiiich  wife 
Ittd  goenl  men  feel  on  c6mmumcating  know« 
ledge,  induftry.  Virtue,  and  happinels  to  multi* 
tudes,  who  without  their  interpofition  muft  have 
been  uiihaqipy  in  tfaemfeives^  and  burdens  to  fo* 
citty  t  Of  the  joy  they  experiente,  when  training 
them  up.  Hot  only  for  their  king  andthetrcoumry, 
but  for  their  God  and  die  kingdom  of  heaven : 
I  might  tell  you,  that  by  communicating  know'* 
ledge^  virtue,  and  joy  to  others,  they  mod  cer* 
tainly  increafe  their  own  knowledge,  virtue,  and 
happinelii#  In  this  are  diofe  confirmed  habits  of 
goodneb  formedi  which  conftitute  the  perfe£don 
of  rel^on,  and  which  qualify  men  for  die  em- 
ployments and  joys  of  the  heavenly  flate :  But  to 
you  thefe  things  need  not  be  mendoned;  you 
know  them,  and  your  condud  hath  long  fhown 
that  you  have  felt  them ;  while  too  many  in  the  pre* 
fent  age  fpeak  and  ad  as  if  no  man  of  rank,  of  in** 
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telledual  abilides^  or  of  common  fenie,  couM  be 
warmly  attached  to  the  chriftian  reKgion  :  It  af^ 
fords  us^  pleafure  to  know,  that  there  is  a  fociety 
of  men,  highly  refp^ftable  for  their  rank  and  their 
literature ;  who  ar^  alfo  highly  rdpedable,  for 
their  warm  andfirm  attachment  to  the  chriftianre- 
ligion;  that  religion*  whidHthough treated  byfome 
asfoolifhnelsyis  wifddm,  even  thewifdom  of  God  ; 
that  religion,  whidi,  like  its  divine  author,  is  full 
of  grace  and  of  truth. 

Let  us,  my  friends,  who  are  not  members  of 
dris  worthy  Society,  chearfuUy  give  them  all  the 
countenance  and  aid  we  can«  Though  they  give 
dieir  own  attendance  and  labour  without  fee  or 
reward,  yet  we  muft  all  be  fenfible,  that  the  edu- 
cation of  fo  many  thoufand  children  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  a  very  great  annual  expence. 
They  have  indeed  large  funds  under  moft  excel- 
lent management,  but  which  are  far  from  being 
equal  to  the  extent  of  their  wife  and  generous 
undertaking.— Let  us  give  in  proportion  to  the 
importance  of  the  objedt,  and  to  our  own  abili-^ 
ties.  Neither  God  nor  man  requires  that  we 
fhould  give  charity  beyond  our  refpedive  abilities. 
Thefe  are  known  to  ourfelves,  and  to  that  God  ta 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  every  good  thing  which 
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ire  pofleTsy  and  to  whom  we  mud '  one  day  ac- 
count for  the  ufe  we  have  made  of  the  treafures  of 
every  kind,  with  which  he  hath  intruded  us.  Let 
U8  give  then,  as  in  the  pf  efence  of  God,  from  our 
hearts.  If  our  gift  be  proportioned  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  objeft  and  to  our  own  abilities,  and 
flows  from  a  heart  glowing  with  love  to  God  and 
to  man,  though  linall  as  the  poor  widows  two 
mites,  it  will  not  efcape  the  notice  or  the  high 
approbation  of  him  who  feid  of  the  poor  widow, 
that  of  her  penury  flie  gave  more  into  the  treafu- 
ry  than  all  the  rich,  who,  of  their  abundance,  had. 
thrown  much  into  it.  Our  gifts  beftowed  from 
fiich  principles,  and  in  fuch  proportions,  will  pro- 
fit ourfelves,  by  increafing  and  confirming  in  us 
that  charity  which  makes  it  more  blelTed  for  us  to 
give  than  to  receive*  That  love  which  is  the 
bond  of  perfednefe,  the  greateft  of  the  chriftian 
graces,  and  which,  when  prophecies  fliall  fail, 
when  tongues  fhall  ceafe,  and  when  knowledge 
Ihall  vanifh  away,  never  faileth.  Our  gifts,  how- 
evcrfmaUinthemfelves,viewedfeparatcly,  yet  when 
combined  into  one  mafs,  under  the  fkilful  roa^ 
nagement  of  this  honourable  Society,  will  become 
great,  and  will  be  of  much  ufe  to  many  thoufands 
q{  indigent  children.  As  it  is  by  a  combination  of 
many  fmall  articles  of  expence,  that  a  great  annual 
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expenditure  is  made  up,  fo  it  is  by  a  combina-' 
tioa  of  many  fmall  contributions,  that  a  great  an*' 
mial  fund,  equal  to  that  expenditure  ia  provided. 
Though  every  one  (^  u&  were  to  lay  out  the  fame 
iums»  as  individuals,  for  die  purpofe  of  propaga^ 
gating  religion^  the  ufeful  arts^  and  induftry  m  the 
Highlands  and  Iflapda  of  Scotland,  diafe  flattered 
fums  would  not  do  half  the  good  which  the  pre* 
cife  fame  fume  mil  do  when  combined  in  One 
Cum,  under  tiiQ  management  of  diis  Society* 

We,  my  friends^  are  me&  of  the  fame  nature 
and  feeliqgs,  w^  are  cbriftians,  I  truft,  of  the 
fame  rdigious  principles,  we  are  citizens  of  the^ 
fame  free  country  with  the  pious  a^d  patriotiQ 
members  of  this  honouraUe  Society;  What; 
therefore  is  their  duty,  what  afforck  thefn  fuel); 
refined  and  re^  pleafure^  is  equally  our  duty,  an4^ 
will  afford  us  a  fimilar  pleafure. 

Tf  by  theblefflng  of  God  upon  th&  gofpcl  of  Je? 
fus,  they  and  we  have  beea  made>  alive  in  Chrift 
Jdus  ;  if  thereby  we  have  been  ts^ught  and:  esor. 
bled  to  feel  and  ad  as  ratbnal  ^md  accountable 
creatures,  placed  for  ^  ihort  and  uncertain. time, 
in  this  world,  and  deftined  to  live  fbr^  ever  in  a 
future  world  i  we  will  be  grateful  to  God;  for 
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this  the  beA,  and   thr  deareil  bought  hlefling  of 
heaven. 

If  we  be  grateful  to  God  for  this  bklOng^  we 
will  certainly  exprefs  our  gratitude,  by  doing  all 
ve  can  to  coauaunicate  idkefimie  Usffing  to  others, 
s^cdaUy  u>  fucli  o#  oiHi  ceyntrymcit  i^  air  yet 
m  a  great  meafure  ignorant  of  it.  This,  too,  my 
friends  is  a  return  ta  OckI,  which  fhall  itfelf  be 
fully  repaid.  For  he  that  hath  pity  upon  the 
poor,  kndeth.  unto  the  Lord,  and  that  which  he 
)iatb;gP¥^  ^wU  he  pay  hiia  again^ 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF 

THESOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND 
FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE, 

From  July  l^^  to  July  l^Z6. 

Societt-Hall,  JuLYtf.  1786, 

J/ HE  Dire£lors  of  the  Society  rcfolve  to  continue  to 
give  as  ufual,  an  abftrafl  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  ge- 
neral ftate  of  their  afiairs,  for  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  of  the  friends  of  this  pious  and  beneficent  infti* 
tion. 

For  an  account  of  their  former  management,  they  refer 
to  the  fummary  ftate  of  the  Society,  pubiifhed  in  1782, 
and  to  the  appendixes  of  their  annual  fermons  publiihed 
iince  that  time. 

In  the  appendix  to  their  laft  year's  fcnnon,  it  was  men* 
tioned,  that  the  tranHation  of  the  Old  Tcftament  into  the 
Gaelic  language,  was  going  on  with  all  proper  expedition. 
The  Pentateuch,  or  firft  part  of  it,  tranflated  by  the  Rev* 
Mr,  John  Stuart,  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  at  Lufs,  was 
then  publiihed.    The  Society  have,  fince  that  time,  the 
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ADVANTAGES  of  SEARCHING  the  SCRIPTURES. 

A    SERMON 

rHEACHED  BEFORE 

THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND 
FOft  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE; 

AT  TBI  ANNIVIRtART  MSBTINO 

IN  THE  HIGH  CBV^CH  OF  EDINBURGH, 
ONTHURSDAYt  June  7.  1787. 

BY  GEORGE  HILL,  D.  D. 

ONE  OF  THE  MINISTERS  OP  THE  CITY  AND 
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Edinpurgh,  June  7.  1787, 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 

XHE  Thanhs  of  the  Society  were  given  from  the  Chair  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Hill  for  his  excellent  Sermon  preached 
before  them  this  day;  and^  being  requefedy  he  gave  his  Ma» 
nnfcript  of  the  fame  to  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  So^ 
ciety. 

JOHN  M'FARLAN,  Sec^ 


ro  THE  RIGHT  HQNOURABLi; 

THOMAS  EARL  OF  KJNNOUL, 

,      PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND  FOR 
PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE, 

CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  St.  ANDREWS,  \^c.  t^c. 

ffTLORD^ 

T*HE  commands  of  that  Society  over 
which  your  Lordjhip  prejidcsj  have  ,afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  exprejftng^  in  this  public 
manner  y  my  gratitude  to  my  Patron. 

My  obligations  to  your  Lordjhip  are  too  per^ 
final  to  admit  the  ufualjlile  of  Dedications.  But^ 
when  I  folicited  your  permijjjion  to  infcribe  to 
your  Lordjhip  a  plain  difcourfe  which  had 
been  honoured  with  your  approbation  ^  I  was  de^ 
Jirous  of  conveying  to  thofe  who  may  read  ity 
fbat  one  very  Jlrong  motive  to  exertion  in  the 


(     ) 

d^ipargi  (jfmy  duty^  has  been  an  earnejl  dejire 
of  appearing^  in  your  eyesy  not  altogether  un^ 
worthy  of  the  countenance  and  protedlion  which 
I  have  received  from  your  Lorct/bip^for  twenty 
years  y  in  all  the  varieties  of  my  life^ 

,  I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

With  the  higheji  rcfpcB  and  ejleerh^ 
Mr  LORD, 
Your  Lordjhifs  mojl  obliged^ 
Andfhojl  devoted fervaftti 
GEORGE  HILL* 


A    SERMON 


QN  THS 


ADVANTAGi;S  OF  SEARCHING  the  SCRIPTURES. 

JOHM  V.  39, 

SEARCH  THE  SCRIPTURES, 

X  HE  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment  are  received,  with  reverence,  by  the 
whole  Chriftian  world.  All  in  every  land, 
who  name  the  name  of  Jefus,  agree  in  ac- 
knowledging them  to  be  the  Scriptures  gi^ 
ven  by  infpiration  of  God:  but  they  differ 
10  the  method  of  teftifying  their  reverence. 
The  Church  of  Rome,  profefling  to  confi- 
der  this  tr«afure  as  too  facred,  and  too  lia- 
ble to  abufe,  to  be  committed  to  ordinary 
hands,  lock  it  up  in  a  tranflation  which  is 
now  underftood  only  by  the  learned;  and 
they  communicate  to  the  people  fuch  p?ir^ 
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eels,  with  fuch  interpFetadons  as  they  judge 
expedient.  That  great  body  of  Chriftians, 
on  the  other  hand,  who  have  feparated 
from  the  Church  of  Rome,  adopting  thia 
precept;  of  our  Lord  as  the  principle  of 
their  feparatiQn,  have  been  careful  to  diA 
tribute  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  a  known 
tongue.  For  more  than  two  centuries  the 
Scriptures  have  been  publifti^d  in  that  lan-r 
guage  which  is  moft  generally  f^ken  ia 
Great  Britain.  There  is  no  book  fo  wni^ 
veriklly  fpread  .amongft  us:  none  of  the 
faine  fiz6  that  may  be  fo  cheaply  purcha-. 
fed.  It  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
in  their  childhood;  it  continues  their  com- 
panion through  life  J  and  ^  the  authority 
which  they  are  accuftomed  to  refpedl  con-* 
curs  in  enjoining  th^  fearch  of  the  S^ri|>« 
turcs. 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  this  ifland  thus  found  eafy  acce& 
to  the  Scriptures  in  their  native  tongue, 
while  the  progreft  of  improvement  in  the 
low  countries  was  d^ily  increafing  ^e 
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immher  of  thofe,  wlu>,  even  i&  tke  hum^ 
i>kr  ranks  of  life,  receive  that  education 
wkick  qualifies  them  to  read  the  Scripturee^ 
the  Society^  before  whom  I  now  fpeak,  di- 
K&ed  their  attention  to  thofe  comers  of 
the  iiland,  where  the  iimation  of  the  na- 
tives was  much  more  unfavourable.  Their 
original  charter  grants  them  power  "  to 
iFeceiv^  cmtributions  and  therewith  to  e- 
re<^  and  maintain  fchools  in  the*  Highlands 
andiflands  of  Scotland,  for  the  purpofe  of 
teaching  to  read,  especially  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures*''. Under  this  authority^,  they  have 
proceeded,  during  the  courfe  of  this  cen*» 
tury,  gradually  extending  their  fchools, 
with  the  increafe  of  their  capital,  through 
the  moft  convenient  ftations:  They  re- 
quire the  matters  whom  they  employ,  to 
teach  the  fcholars  to  read  and  fpeak  the 
Engliih  tongue,  and  to  tranilate  Gaelic  into 
Englifh:  They  diftribute  Englifh  bibles  to 
thofe  fcholars  whofe  parents  are  unable  to 
buy  them;  and,  knowing  the  predilection 
which  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  diftridts 
have  for  their  native  language,  they  have 
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invited  them  to  fearch  the  Scriptures,  by 
paulifhing  firft  the  New  Teftament,  after* 
wards  the  Pentateuch,  and  lately  the  Pro* 
phet^,  in  the  Gaelic  tongue;  and  they  have 
given  notice  that  a  tranflation  of  the  re* 
maining  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  is 
ver)r  foon  to  follow. 

This  great  Wbrk^  by  which  the  Society 
in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  know* 
ledge  are  juft  about  to  crown  their  pious 
labours,  has  naturally  diredled  my  atten* 
tionto  theXubjedl  whichmy  text  prefents* 
Many  ufeful  and  important  topics  con-* 
nedted  with  the  inftitution  of  this  Society^ 
have  been  illuftrated  with  diftinguiihed 
learning  and  eloquence  upon  fimilar  occa* 
fions.  But  I  may  hope  that  I  fliall  not 
perform  an  unacceptable  fervice  to  thofe 
before  wl;iom  I  fpeak,  while  I  contribute  my 
endeavours  to  promote  the  primary  objedl 
of  their  attention;  while,  with  the  zeal  of 
a  good  citizen,  with  the  plainnefs  and  ear* 
neftnefs  which  become  a  preacher  of  the 
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gofp6l,  I  recommend  to  my  coiintrymcn 
the  fearch  of  the  Scriptures. 

I  SHALL  endeavour  to  ftate  the  advan^ 
tages  which  may  be  derived  from  fearch*^ 
ing  the  Sriptures ;  and  I  fliall  then  fug-* 
geft  fome  diredtions  for  fearching  them  fo 
as  to  reap  thofe  advantages^ 


I.  S£AitOHtN6  the  Scriptures  is  ufeful 
for  our  information— for  our  'comfort-*- 
for  the  dire^on  of  our  conduift 

I.  Searching  the  Scriptures  is  ufeful  fir  out 
Information. 

**  All  Scripture,"  fays  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
"is  profitable  for  dodtrine,"  that  is,  for 
teaching  truth,  "  and  for  reproof,'*  that  is^ 
for  confuting  error*  I  comprehend  both| 
when  I  fay,  that  fearching  the  Scriptures 
is  ufeful  for  information. 


(  «  ) 

Whbn  theScripttifjB$  Twere  firft  pubKfb* 
ed,  they  brought  to  light  many  importajot 
truths:  They  were  eagerly  read  by  thofe 
5<rho  received  them;  and  the  different  parts 
of  them  were  compared  in  order  tO/ attain 
the  full  meaning  of  that  which  th^y  taught^ 
The  importance  of  the  fubjcift  Jftillremainsj 
but  it  has  becojpe  kfi  iftteircittng.  by  the 
want  of  novelty.  Thofe  who  live  in  a 
Chriftian  country  are  trained  In  the  faith 
qf  that  fy ftefla  which  the  ^rcripturea  te veal  i 
Their  curao&y  is  ^aiiy  fatifi^cd;  and  ai 
they  advance  in  U£s,  and  engia^e  in  a  tnuU 
tiplicity  of  buiinefs,  they  are  ready  to  ac- 
count the  fearch  of  the  Scriptures  a  duty 
lefs  needful  than  it  was  in  former  times^ 
becaufe  they  fuppofe  that  the  knowledge 
conveyed  in  them  ia  now  conaplctely  in«»» 
corporated  with  the  whole  ma£s  of  human 
knowledge,  and.may  eafily  be  acquired  by 
cpnverfation,  by  the  eftabliihed  methods 
^  in{lru<fUon»  and  by  other  books. 

This  is  the  amount  of  that  apology^ 
which  many,  who  acknowledge  the  divine 
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authority  of  the  Scriptures,  pretend  to  of< 
fer  for  the  very  fmall  portion  of  tbeh*  tipM 
which  they  fpend  in  reading  them;  and  by 
this  carelefs  apology,  they  A^ould  reprefent 
that  duty  which  my  text  prefcribes  to  all, 
as  the  bufinds  t>f  a  particular  profeffion, 
or  as  one  of  the  many  amuiements'Vi^cii 
kifure  and  curioiity  open  to  the  ie^uned* 

It  is  obvious  that  this  apology  is  very 
inconfiilent  with  that  love  of  truth,  that 
fpirit  of  en<juiry,  that  liberty  of  judginent 
which  are  defervedly  the  boaft  of  moderil 
times.  Why  fliould  thofe  who  are  conn 
manded  **  not  to  call  any  mam  their  mafter 
upon  earth,"  fubmit  to  human  fyftems  of 
Chriftiandodlrine  as  die  rule  of  their  faith^ 
when  the  book  from  which  every  fyftem 
profefles  to  derive  its  authority,  is  put  into 
their  hands?  Does  it  not  become  every 
man,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance, 
•*  to  judge  of  himfelf  what  is  right  j**  to 
learn  "  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,'* 
from  thofe  to  whom  it  was  communicated 
\>j  the  Spirit,  and  to  avoid  the  impuri- 
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ties  which  this  living  water  may  have  con* 
tradled  in  the  channels  that  have  convey- 
ed it  to  us,  by  drinking  it  unmixed  at  the 
fountain-head? 

If  the  evidence  of  our  Holy  Religion 
could  be  comprifed  within  the  compafs  of 
a  fliort  demonftration,  and  if  faith  were 
nothing  more  than  an  affent  to  the  truth 
thus  demonftrated,  there  might  appear  tp 
be  lefs  occafion  for  fearching  the  Scriptures, 
But  it  is  well  knoWn,  that  the  argument 
for  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  confifts  of  a 
multitude  of  circumftancea  which  are  not 
perceived  at  one  view,  but  are  gradually 
imprefled  upon  the  mind;  and  even  that 
faith,  which  is  the  foundation  of  the 
Chriftian  charadler,  ia  a  trial  of  the  good^ 
nefs  and  honefty  of  the  hearty  Searching 
the  Scriptures  is,  in  this  way,  an  eflential 
part  of  the  education  of  a  Chriftian.  A  per- 
fon  who  has  been  accuftomed  to  admire 
the  laboured  productions  of  human  genius, 
is  not  at  firft  delighted  with  the  fimplicity 
ana  fublimity  of  the  word  of  Gpd^  **Th* 
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aatnral  man  receiVeth  not  the  thincrs  of 
God,  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  to  him." 
But  by  fearching  the  Scriptures,  our  under- 
ftanding  is  enlarged  fo  as  to  receive  the 
whole  counfel  of  God,  By  comparing 
things  fjpiritual  with  fpiritual,  we  are  ena^ 
bled  to  difcem  them;  and,  when  *^the  word 
of  Chrift  dwells  in  us  richly, '  we  come 
to  have  in  ourfelves  that  witnefs  which  is 
to  us  the  moft  fatisfying,  how  far  fuperior 
the  Scriptures  are  to  all  hum^n  compofi- 
tions* 

Every  perfon  knows  that  the  Scriptures 
contain  predictions  of  future  events ;  and 
every  Chri(lian  has  a  general  impreffion 
that  m?iny  of  thefe  predictions  have  been 
accomplifhed.  But  it  is  only  by  reviewing 
them  frequently,  and  comparing  them  with 
hiftory,  that  we  can  attain  any  conception 
how  literal  and  how  minute  that  fulfilment 
has  been.  **  Search  the  Scriptures,'' fay  sjefus, 
"for  thefe  are  they  whichteftify  of  n^e/'  The 
predictions  of  the  OldTeftament  refpeCling 
tjie  Meffiah,  and  the  hiftory  of  the  Divine 
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Perfon  who   appears  in  the   New  Tcila* 
ment  claiming  that  charader,  illuftrate,   in 
the  irioft  beautiful  manner,  the  contintii- 
ty  of  the   whole  difpenfation  of  grace; 
and  they  furnilh  an  inftance  of  the  ftilfil- 
ment  of  prophecy,  which  has  this  peculiar 
advantage,    that   extent  of  reading    ^nd 
depth  of  reflecflion  are  not  neceflaiy  in  or- 
der to  judge  of  it.   That  book  which  is  in 
the  pofleflion  of  every  Chriflijn,  contains 
both  the  prophecy  and  the  event :  the  pro* 
greflive  opening  of  the  prophecy  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  till  the  event  draws 
near,  may  be  traced  by  every  reader;  the 
hiftory  of  the  event  perpetually  leads  him 
back  to   the  predidion;  and  the  refem^ 
blance  is  fo  ftriking  that  he  cannot  avoid 
making  a  comparifon.— -Thofe  who  have 
leifut^e  and   opportunity  for  further  re- 
learches  are  able  to  trace  the  fulfilment  of 
many  other  prophecies:  The  fubjecSl  has 
undergone  much  difcuffion;  and  that  co- 
incidence between  the  predidlion  and  the 
event,  which,  in  numberlefs  inflances,  afto- 
nifhes  thofe  to  whom  it  is  firfl  prcfei^ted, 


(  "  ) 

lias  only  been  placed  in  a  more  fti iking 
light  by  the  mod  kborious  and  learned  in-» 
veftigations.  There  are,  it  is  true,  many 
prophecies  in  Scripture  which  are  dill  very 
imperfeiSlly  underftood.  But  various  e- 
vents  have  explained  to  us  fome  parts  of 
dieie  prophecies,  and  give  us  afliirance  that 
every  word  has  a  meaning,  and  will  have 
aa  accomplifliment.  We  endeavour,  there- 
fore, by  fcarching  the  Scriptures,  to  catch 
the  Ught  vrhich,  in  the  courfe  of  Divine 
Providence,  is  gradually  remedied  upon, 
what  we  do  not  underftand;  and,  although 
We  acknowledge  the  vanity  of  attempting . 
lo  foretel  future  events  by  a  conje<5lural  ex- 
plication of  dark  expreflions,  yet,  judging 
from  what  we  have  (kctiy  we  regard  tha 
prophecies  contained  in  the  Scriptures  as 
an  evidence  of  their  divine  original,  which 
grows  with  the  lapfe  of  time,  which  cannot 
be  overturned  by  any  corruptions  in  the 
Chriftian  Church,  by  any  power  of  fophif^ 
try  or  of  ridicule  in  its  enemies;  and  we 
tcft  in  faith  and  hope,  that,  to  fome  of  the 
generations  of  men,  this  evidence  will  bi: 
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fo  clearly  illuftrated  by  the  fucceflion  df 
events  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  as  to  con- 
vince even  thofe  who  fhall  then  be  moft 
difpofcd  to  refill  the  truth. 

All  who  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  a 
fupreme  Being,  may  know  from  the  works 
of  nature,  that  "  he  does  marvellous  things 
which  we  cannot  comprehend;"  and  all 
who  believe  in  the  extraordinary  tevela-^ 
tions  which  he  has  vouchfafed  to  the  hu- 
man race,  receive  them  upon  the  faith  of 
thofe  fign^  and  wonders  by  which  they 
were  ufhered  into  the  world.  But  the  ex* 
tent  of  power  therein  difplayed,  the  work- 
ing of  that  Almighty  arm,  which,  by  me- 
thods in  our  eyes  the  moft  unlikely,  has 
conducted,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  the  great  fchemes  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, are  thought  of  with  becoming  reve- 
rence only  by  the  perfons  who  read  and 
ponder  the  fimple  accounts  of  thofe  tranA 
adlions  which  the  Scriptures  contain.  In 
the  miracles  of  the  gofpel  efpecially,  it  is 
not  merely  the  power,  but  the  mixture  of 
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power  and  grace,  the  ccmdefcenfion,  ten* 
demefs,  and  delicacy,  which  the  narration 
of  theEvangelifts  exhibits,  that  chara(5ldr^ 
ife  the  works  of  Jefus,  and  (hew  to  an  at- 
tentive reader  the  hand  of  God,  with  the 
man  "  who  went  about  doing  good/' 

As  the  fearch  of  the  Scriptures  is  profi- 
table for  ^  doftrine,''  for  teaching  us  tlie 
excellence  and  the  evidence  of  religion,  it 
is  profitable  alfo  "  for  reproof,"  and  in 
this  refpe<5l,  too,  it  may  be  faid  to  extend 
our  information. 

'  Many  circumftances  have  confpired  td 
render  the  Scriptures  a  favourite  fubje6k 
of  ridicule  and  fophiftry  to  the  fcorrierj 
fend  thofe  who  are  ftrangers  to  this  book 
^re  ^afily  mifled  by  his  words,  becaufe  they 
are  unable  to  give  any  rational  account  of 
the  detached  pafTages  which  they  hear  him 
toifreprefent.  But  that  acquaintance  with 
the  general,  fcheme  of  the  Scriptures,  with 
the  connedlion  and  dependency  of  the  fe- 
veral  parts,  which  is  acquired  by  reading 
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diem  carefcdly,  prepares  a  <lkrilfian  »  give 
an  anfwcr  to  ercry  one  that  likcth  a  reaian 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  and  qualifies 
him  to  difcem  the  futility  of  thcrfe  ob- 
jedions  ^ich  arife  from  partial  views,  or 
from  the  petulance  of  men  "who  fpeakevU 
of  the  things  which  they  know  not/* 

•*  Reproof'*  is  neceflaty,  not  for  the 
fcomer  only,  but  alio  for  the  falfe  prophet. 
The  feith  and  practice  of  Chriftians  have 
been  often  perverted,  and  their  confciences 
have  been  fubjedled  to  the  traditions  and 
commandments  of  men.  They  who  were  mi{^ 
ledfell  intothbcorruptionandflavery  byne- 
gledting  to  fearchtheScriptures:  They  were 
delivered  out  of  it  by  that  pure  and  com- 
plete information  which  is  to  be  derived  from 
the  word  of  God.  It  was  after  the  Church 
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of  Rome  had  taken  away  the  key  of  know- 
ledge, and  forbidden  tlie  people  the  ufe  of 
this  book,  that  flie  was  able  to  impose  the 
fiill  weight  of  that  grievous  yoke  under 
which  the  Chriftian  world  long  groaned: 
And  it  was  when  our  forefathers  prefumed 
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CO  open  this  book,  that  they  began  to  make 
themfelves  free.   From  hence  they  derived 
irrefiftible  weapons.  By  the  light  of  Scrip- 
ture, they  expofed  to  fcorn  the  fabulous  le- 
gends, the  abfurdities,  the  idolatry,  and 
the  uncharitable  fpirit  of  thofe  who  had 
kept  them  in  bondage.  The  various  forms 
of  error,  with  all  the  fandion  which  they 
derived  from  authority,  cuftom,  and  fuper- 
ftition,  were  unable  to  fland  before  the 
truth:  And  the  fearch  of  the  Scriptures 
hath   eftabliftied  that   rational  fyftem  of 
faith,  that  fpiritual  worfhip,  thofe  rights 
of  private  judgment  and  mutual  toleration, 
and  thofe  pure  conceprions  of  Chriftian 
duty,  which  are  the  glory  of  the  reformed 
churches—If  ever  a  night  of  fuperftition 
fliall  again  overfpread  the  Chriftian  world 
It  will  arife  from  that  negledV  of  the  Scrip-' 
nires  which  grows  with  the  impiety  of  mo- 
dern times;  for  the  ignorant  are  always 
an  eafy  prey  to  impofture,  while  every  well 
inftruded  Chriftian  raifeth,  in  his  place  a 
mound  againft  the  return  of  fpiritual  ty- 
ranny. ^ 
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It  is  the  honour  of  the  Society  before 
whom  I  fpeak  that  they  have  trodden  in 
the  path  of  the  firft  Reformers.  By  teach-; 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  an4 
ifiapds  of  Scotland,  to  read  the  Holy  Scrips 
tures,  and  by  furnifliing  them  with  copies 
of  this  book  in  the  Gaelic  tongue,  they 
take  the  moft  effedlual  method  of  combat- 
ing the  errors  of  Popery  in  thofe  diftridls 
where  that  corrupted  form  of  Chriftianity 
ftill  prevails.  They  oppofe  to  the  feducing 
arts  of  Popifh  teachers  that  knowledge 
which  fuch  teachers  have  always  beea 
moft  folicitous  to  fupprefs;  and  they  en-i 
able  thofe  who  fat  in  darknefs,  to  adopt 
the  words  in  which  David  celebrates  the 
information  derived  from  that  part  of  thc^ 
Scriptures  which  was  publifhed  in  his 
days.  *'  Thou,  through  thy  command- 
ments, haft  made  me  wifer  than  mine 
enemies;  for  they  are  ever  with  me.  I 
underftand  more  than  the  ancients,  fcu;^ 
thy  teftimonies  are  my  meditation/' 
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.    z.  Searching  ibe  Scriptures  is  nfcfulfif  out 
Con^orU 

The  underftanding  of  man  is  delighted 
abd  improved  by  receiving  information: 
but  he  (lands  in  need  of  fomething  more. 
The  goods  which  this  world  offers  are  un-* 
able  to  fatisfy  hie  foill;  and  all  the  objedts 
to  which  he  clings  upon  earth  confefs  their 
infufficiency  at  thofe  very  times  when  he 
has  the  inoft  occafion  for  fupport.  Amidit 
the  viciflitudes  and  calamities  to  which  his 
life  is  expofed,  he  has  diredled  his  eyes 
from  earth  to  heaven,  and,  by  making  his 
Complaint  to  thofe  iuperior  beings  whom 
imaflifted  reafon  taught  hiria  to  acknow- 
ledge, he  has  fought  to  find,  in  a  communi- 
cation with  them,  that  relief  which  the 
creatures  were  unable  to  yield.  But  this 
piu-eft  fource  of  comfort  was  early  cmpoiC- 
oned  by  idolatry  and  fuperftition.  The 
human  mind,  in  its  wanderings,  forfook 
the  living  God ;  and  that  which  was  c^JU 
C 


(     18    ) 

cd  religion,  became,  in  fome  refpefts,  to 
childifh,  that  it  could  not  reach  a  wound- 
ed fpirit;  and  in  others,  fo  gloomy,  that 
it  added  to  the  natural  horror  of  afliic- 
tion. 

How  defirable,  then,  to  man  is  that  fkf 
cred  book,  where  all  the  revelations  which 
the  true  God  hath  made  of  himfelf  arc 
coUedled  for  his  benefit;  where  religion, 
ftripped  of  thofe  terrors  which  are  not  ita 
own,  and  no  longer  clouded  by  the  miC- 
takes  of  human  fancy,  appears  with  its 
native  power  of  toothing  and  invigorating 
the  mind. 

We  fee,  in  the  Scripures,  one  Almighty 
Being,  the  Creator  and  Preferver  of  all 
thofe  parts  of  nature  which  the  blinded 
nations  fuppofed  to  be  animated  by  a  mnlr 
tiplicity  of  gods,  providing  this  earth  with 
every  thing  neceflary  for  the  iuftenance 
and  amufement  of  its  nobleft  inhabitant ; 
extending  a  fatherly  care  over  all  the  ofi^ 
Spring  of  that  one  pair  whom  he  made  aC- 
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tcr  hk  own  image,  and  exercifing,  in  a  va^* 
riety  of  difpenlations,  that  moral  govern- 
ment of  which  they  are  the  fit  fubjeds: 
We  fee  him  employing  the  illumination 
of  one  people^  to  prefcrvc,  in  the  midfl  of 
idolatry  and  wickednefs,  the  knowledge 
and  the  hopes  of  true  religion,  and  pre^ 
paring  the  world,  by  the  condu<5l  of  a 
^eme  of  Providence  which  was  opened 
frpm  the  beginning,  for  the  appearance  of 
that  Perlbn,  who  came,  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time,  from  the  bofom  of  his  Father,  to  de- 
clare htm  unto  us,  whofe  death  is  the  a?* 
tonement  for  the  fins  tif  the  world,  whofe 
refurrefHon  is  the  affurance  that  his  facri- 
ficewas  accepted, "who  entered  into  glory, 
that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God;" 
and  whofe  religion,  fpread  over  the  world 
by  the  power  that  is  given  unto  him,  its 
the  appointed  mean  of  enlightening  the 
blinded  nations,  and  of  uniting  the  whole 
human  race  in  the  knowledge,  the  worlhip, 
and  the  love  of  one^pd  and  Father  of  all, 
through  one  Mediator,  jhe  nun  Giirift 
Jefus, 

Cz 
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This  18  the  fyftem  of  grace  and  confola^ 
tion  which  the  Scriptures  unfold.  It  brings 
to  the  heart  of  man,under  every  perplexity, 
every  fear,  and  every  forrow,  that  precious 
balm  vjrhich  the  world  cj^nnot  give:  It 
cheers  thofe  who  know  no  other  joy;  and, 
wlule  it  alleviates  the  burdens  of  this  life, 
it  opens  the  moft  delightful  profpe^s  afc 
ter  the  time  of  bearing  them  is  at  an 
end, 

The  truth  of  this  fyftem  is  believed  by 
all  who  receive  the  Scriptures:  Its  power 
in  healing  the  broken-hearted  is  felt  only 
by  thofe  who  fearch  them:  For  the  con- 
folation  of  the  Scriptures  is  Aot  concentra^ 
ted  in  one  part  of  this  Sacred  Book,  but, 
with  divine  munificence,  is  fbattered 
throughout  the  whole  in  all  different  forms, 
and  th^y  who  make  the  moft  diligent  fearch 
gather  the  largeft  ftore.  In  the  Scriptures, 
that  power,  wifilom,  and  goodnefs  which, 
when  united,  form  the  proper  objeifl  of 
truft  to  a  feeble  ignorant  creature,  are  ex- 
hibited in  the  moft  ftriking  light,  not  by 
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defcriprion  merely,  but  by  a  record  of  their 
various  exertions:  The  whole  extent  of  crea-* 
tion,  and  the  whole  condud  of  providence 
are  perpetually  prefented  to  us,  in  thia 
book,  under  that  afpedi  which  enables  ua 
to  underftand  from  them  the  loving-kin4* 
nefsof  the  Lord;  and  the  death  of  Chrift 
is  ftated  as  the  facred  pledge  given  to  maa 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  com-* 
paillon.  *'  Whatfoevcr  things  vrere  writ-* 
ten  here  afore-time,  were  written  for  our 
learning,  that  we,  through  patience  and 
comfort  of  the  Scriptures,  might  have 
hope."  The  meflages  fent  by  the  ancient 
prophets  to  thofe  nations  with  whom  the 
Almighty  was  pleafed  to  maintain  a  fpecial 
intercourfe,  abound  with  the  moft  conde-^ 
.  fcending  views  of  the  Divine  Majefty,  the 
inoft  rich  and  tender  promifes.  In  the 
many  hiftories  of  good  men  which  the 
Scriptures  record,  we  fee  the  fulfilment  of 
thofe  pfomifes,  the  watchful  care  of  Prot- 
vidence  exemplified,  the  friends  of  God 
ever  with  him,  afflided  yet  not  forfaken, 
^haftened  in  faithfulnefs  and  in  love,  raifed 
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out  of  the  depth  of  afflidHon,  and  com* 
pafled  about  with  fbngs  of  deliverance. 
Their  experience  of  his  goodnefs  removes 
Our  diftruft;  their  expreflions  of  thank- 
fulnefs  rebuke  our  murmurings.  Whea 
we  read  the  prayers  and  praiies  which 
their  pious  fouls  breathed,  our  hearts  begin 
to  fympathife  with  theirs;  and  wihen,  ia 
fimilarx:ircumflaxices9  we  adopt  the  fame 
language,  we  fed  our  breads  'glow  with 
a  portion  of  their  fpirit.  There  is  no  fitu- 
ation  in  all  the  viciffitudes  of  human  life 
to  which  fon\e  expreilions  in  the  Pfalma 
are  not  appofite*  Every  devout  perfon 
finds  his  own  condition  delineated;  and 
the  oftener  he  draws  out  of  this  well,  he 
imbibes  the  more  fully  the  lentiments 
which  that  condition  ought  to  infpirc. 

Could  we  promife  to  pafs. through  life 
without  forrow  and  without  change,  we 
might  account  the  precept  in  my  text  ^ 
needlefs  injundlion.  But  if  our  gracious 
Father,  knowing  that  man  is  born,  to  trou* 
ble,  hath  provided  in  the  Scriptures  a  cor^i- 
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dial  adapted  to  ercry  capacity  and  every 
tafte,  it  is  furely  our  wifilom  to  ufe  it* 
The  carelefs  reader  muft  mifs  the  trcafure 
contained  in  a  book  where  the  moft  inter* 
efting  hiftories,  the  moft  fublimc  poetry^ 
the  plaineft  words  of  promife,  and  the 
tcndereft  effufions  of  devotion  are  beau*' 
tifiilly  thrown  together.  But  to  them  who 
fearch  the  Scriptures,  the  confolation  o* 
pened  from  thofe  various  fources,  is  fully 
imparted;  it  is^imprefled  Upon  their  minds, 
and  they  are  not  only  foothed  during  the 
acftion  of  reading,  but  they  lay  up  a  ftore 
for  the  time  of  need, — ^Perfons  who  have 
occafion  to  vifit  the  afflidled,  know  how 
dreary  and  barren  thofe  minds  are  which 
have  no  acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures, 
how  fweetly  and  powerfully  the  promifes, 
the  experiences,  and  the  devotions  con- 
tained in  this  book,  recur,  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  to  thofe  who  have  made  them 
their  meditation. 

This    is   the  cordial  which  has  been 
ient  to  the  vopiou  corners  of  this  country^ 
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where  many  of  the  couveniencies  of  pcJ* 
lifhcd  life  have  not  yet  been  introduced, 
where  the  refources  of  other  ftudy  and 
knowledge  are  little  known,  where  the 
help  of  the  Ikilful  is  often  very  diftant, 
and  there  is  not  that  kindly  alleviation  of 
diftrefs  which  arifes  from  the  fympathy 
and  aid  of  a  numerous   neighbourhood* 
The  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating 
Chriflian  knowledge  have  gladdened  the 
bleak  mountain,  the  fequeftef  ed  glen,  the 
lonely  iflands  of  a  ftormy  fea,  by  introdu-* 
cing  into  them  a  found  which  is  more  cheer- 
ing than  the  countenance  of  a  friend.  The 
widow,  the  fatherlefs,  the  poor,  the  fick^ 
the  mourner,  the  folitary,  fliall  blefs  you 
for  that   familiar  acquaintance  with  the 
Scriptures  which  you  have  f  urnifhed  them 
with  the  means  of  acquiring:  They  will 
feel  your  gift:  to  be  "  better  than  thou* 
fands  of  gold  and  filver;"  and  they  will 
henceforth  be  able  to  fay  with  David^ 
**  Thy  flatutes  have  been  my  fongs  in  the 
koufe  of  my  pilgrimage.     Thy  teflimonies 
liave  I  taken  as  an  heritage  for  ever.  Whea 
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xnj  foul.irielteth  for  heavinefs,  thy  word 
quickeneth  me." 


3.  Searching  the  Scriptures  is  ufeful  for  the 
Dire&ion  of  our  ConduSl 

The  end  of  religion  is  good  condudl: 
The  infonnation  of  religion  is  communi- 
cated in  order  "  to  furnifh  us  for  every 
good  work;'*  and  the  comforts  of  religion 
are  experienced  only  by  thofe  who  work  the 
works  of  God.  Accordingly,  the  Apoftle 
Paul  fays,  that  "  all  Scripture  is  profitable 
for  corredlion  and  inflrudtion  in  righte- 
oufnefs ;"  "  for  correction/*  that  is^  for 
amending  thofe  whq  have  erred ;  "  for  in- 
ftrudtion,"  that  is,  for  training  men  in  the 
way  in  which  they  ought  to  walk. 

"  God  hath  fhewn  to  man  what  is  good; 
and  that  which  the  Lord  requires  of  him/' 
may  be  deduced  from  his  natural  fenfe  of 
right  and  wrong;  from  his  relation  to 
God  and  to  his  fellow-creatures;  fronujuft 
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tiewg  of  his  owa  intereft,  and  the  inte-»^ 
refts  of  fociety;  from  an  enlarged  com'- 
prehenfion  of  the  ways  of  Providence.  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  the  knowledge 
of  that  rule  of  life  which  may,  in  this 
manner,  be  deduced,  has  never  been  com- 
pletely or  univerfally  attained  in  any  coun-* 
try  which  was  not  blefled  with  att  extra- 
ordinary revelation.  The  laws  of  hiimar^ 
fociety,  even  when  they  provide  with  wif* 
dom  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
Community,  do  not  attempt  to  walh  thtf 
the  heart  ff om  wickednefs ;  and  the  moft 
admired  conftitutions  of  civil  government 
have  foftered  difpofitions  very  inconfiftcnc 
t^rith  pure  virtue.  Thoie  dedu<?Uons  of 
our  duty  which  we  find  in  the  writings^ 
of  a  few  men,  whom  Providence  raifed 
up  in  the  midft  of  .heathen  darknefs,  re- 
main as  monuments  how  agreeable  good 
coildu(fl  is  to  the  moft  enlightened  reafon 
of  man.  At  the  fame  time,  had  their  de^ 
dudlionsbeen  nearer  to  perfedlion  thanthey* 
are,'  they  would  not  have  produced  much 
effe<SL  They  were  counfels  delivered  witfan 
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0ut  authority;  they  were  unable  to  pro» 
ferve  the  purity  of  thofe  who  received  them, 
and  they  were  not  publifhed  to  the  world* 
The  great  body  of  the  people  were  left  to 
entertain  conceptions  of  the  duties  of  life 
which  were  both  grofs  and  narrow:  No 
moral  inftru<5lion  was  adminiftered  fuffi- 
cient  to  remedy  thp  corruption  of  their 
manners;  and  the  natural  fcntiments  of 
the  mind  were  perverted  by  the  prevail* 
ing  fuperftition. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  mankind,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  ftood  in  need  of  a 
plain,  explicit,  authoritative  declaration 
of  their  duty:  And,  taking  the  Scriptures 
in  the  fimpleft  view  as  a  rule  of  life,  they 
'Vfill  be  allowed  to  be  a  moft  ufeful  book; 
Here  is  a  ftandard  of  condud,  which,  is 
lefs  liable  than  any  other  to  be  per- 
verted by  cuftom,  or  paflion,  or  intereftj 
a  fafe  unerring  guide  to  which,  in  every 
fituation,  we  may,  without  fear,  commit 
ourfelves;  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying, 
^*  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  ij:."     Thp 
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obligation  of  good  condudl  is  not  here  left 
to  reft  upon  reafonings  which  arc  level  to 
the  capacities  of  few,  and  which  hardly 
touch  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  are  able  to 
perceive  them;   but  it  is  refolved  into  the 
will  of  our  Creator.     The  moft  venerable 
authority  is  oppofed  to  the  impetuofity  of 
paflionj — the  moft  interefting  obje<5ls  to 
the  gains  of  iniquity  ;-T-the  mofl  exalted 
affedlions  to  the  pleafures  of  fin; — rthe  un- 
derftanding,  the  confcience,  and  the  heart 
are  addrefled  at    once; — and  every  other 
mode  of  inftru(5lion  appears  to  be  feeble, 
when  cotnpared  with  the  energy  of  the 
word  of  God. 

But  we  derive  little  benefit  from  the 
bare  knowledge  of  that  rule  of  life  which 
the  Scriptures  contain  :  That  they  may 
be  profitable  to  us  "  for  corre<ftion  and 
inftrudlion  in  righteoufnefs/*  we  muft 
fearch  them.  A  wife  father  does  not  at- 
tempt to  pour  at  once  into  the  mind  of  his 
fon  all  the  inftru<ftion  which  is  needed 
tlxrough  the  journey  of  life;  but  he  often 
repeats  to  him  the  many  cautions  which 
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paternal  care  fuggefts  to  the  heedleflhefii 
of  youth;  he  prefents  to  him  objedls  that 
minilter  to  his  improvement;  he  furnifhes 
him  with  frequent  oppcMtunities  of  obfer- 
vation  and  refledUon;  and  even  when  he 
does  not  appear  to  teach^  he  leads  him  to 
grow  wife  by  the  exercifeof  his  own  powers. 
Under  this  familiar  image,  you  may  per- 
ceive the  profitablenef^  of  fearching  the 
Scriptures.  This  book,  like  the  book  of 
nature,  is  full  of  inftruAion ;  and  the 
method  pf  teaching  is  fo  perfedlly  adapted 
to  the  inin4s  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  adt- 
drefled,  that  every  one  who  is  attentive 
may  learn  from  it  "  wifdom,  and  juftice, 
and  eqmty/'  In  one  place,  the  general 
principles  of  a  good  life  are  dated  concile- 
ly;  in  another,  they  ve  fpread  out  in  the 
detail  of  the  duties  of  different  relations. 
Here,  the  perfection  after  which  we  ought 
to  afpire,  is  held  forth  without  limitation; 
there,  the  commandment  is  accommodated 
with  grace  to  the  infirmities  of  our  na- 
ture. God  fpeaks  to  us  in  this  book  with 
|uthority,  with  gentlenefs,  in  precept,  in 
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promife,  in  threatening,  in  fimilitude,  in 
allegory.  His  commandments  meet  us 
in  fo  many  forms  that  we  are  always  put 
ill  remembrance;  and,  if  we  only  retaia 
his  worils,  we  ihall  find  his  hand,  where- 
foever  we  are,  leading  us  in  the  right  path* 
Jtlis  precepts  come  to  be  engraven  upon  our 
hearts  by  "  enfamples  which  arc  written 
for  our  admonition."  There  are  manyhif- 
fories  in  Scripture,  which  prefent  to  us 
the  protedlion  and  blefUng  that  attend  the 
fighteous,  '*thc  curfe  that  is  in  the  houfe  of 
the  wicked/*  The  virtues  of  good  men  are 
difplayed  in  the  midft  of  perils  and  temp- 
tations, to  incite  lis  to  be  followers  of  them ; 
taeir  failings  are  recorded,  to  teach  us  hu^ 
iniUty  and  circumipection.  ^  We  fee  in 
the  life  of  Jefua,  a  chara^er  free  from 
every  Ih^de  of  human  weaknefs,  yet 
foftened  by  every  tender  feeling;  a  man 
like  ourfelves,  who  was  more  feverely 
tried,  and  more  firm  than  any  hero,  yet 
piore  amiable  than  the  faireft  of  the  fons 
of  men.  The  fimplicity  with  which  this 
character  is  delineated,  wins  the  heart;  and 
Jefus  commands  us  to  fearch  the  Scrips 
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tures,  that  we  may  fee  him  going  before 
us  in  all  that  he  enjoins,  and  that  the  corda 
of  love  may  thus  bindhid  yoke  ilpon  thoici 
who  con£der  his  virtues* 

Such  is  the  variety  of  inftnidlion  by 
which  the  fcriptures  explain  and  enforcd 
our  duty,  and  reconcile  pur  hearts  to  the 
pracfHce  of  it:  And  this  is  the  perfadt  teach^ 
ing  with  which  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  propagating  Chrillian  knowledge  has 
furnilhed  thofe,  whom  particular  difad- 
vantages  had  retained  longer  than  the  in- 
lubitants  of  other  parts  of  the  ifland  in  the 
tudenefs  of  our  anceflors,  and  whofe  local 
traditions  and  cuftoms,  while  they  che- 
riflied  fbme  virtues,  were  unfavourable  to 
that  uniformity  of  good  condudl  which  is 
the  perfedlion  of  the  human  charadler.  By 
putting  the  words  of  this  book  into  theif 
mouth,  and  alluring  them  to  meditate  in  the 
law  of  God  day  and  night,you  have  afforded 
the  mod  efFedhial  and  certain  aid  to  the  dic- 
tates of  prudence,  of  confcience,  and  of  kind 
aflfedion.  You  have  given  a  guard  to  their 
integrity,  a  bridle  to  their  pailions,  and  aa 
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incentive  to  their  languor.  If  they  niake 
"  the*  teftixnonies  of  the  Lord  their  coun-t 
fellers/'  they  will  feel  an  alacrity  in  well- 
doing, which  does  not  arife  from  any  -in-t 
ferior  confideration;  and  they  will  fay  with 
David,  ^^  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  inj 
heart,  that  I  may  not  offend  againft  thee^ 
It  is  a  light  unto  my  feet,  and  a  lamp  unto 
my  path.  I  have  chofen  the  way  of  truth: 
thy  judgments  have  I  laid  before  me^" 


ll.  Having  thus  ftated  the  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  fearching  th^ 
fcriptures,  I  now  proceed  to  fuggeft  fome 
directions  for  fearching  them  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  reap  thofe  advantages. 

The  word  which  our  Lord  li^as  chofen^ 
marks  with  precifion,  the  outward  adl 
which  is  required  of  Chriftians.  To  fearch 
the  Scriptures  is  not  to  read  them  haftily^ 
without  attention,  upon  fome  rare  occa- 
fionj  it  is  to  read  them  frequently,  dated- 
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ly,  and  deliberately.      None  will  fay  that 
this  is  an  impradlicable  duty.     The  bufieft 
may,  by  a  proper  difpofition  of  their  af- 
fairs, fet  apart  a  portion  of  their  time  for 
dxis  employment;  and  the  idle  may  well 
fpare  fome  of  thofe  hours,  which,  with  all 
their  anxiety  to  find  different  amufements, 
they  often  know  not  how  to  difpofe  of.   To 
every  one  of  us  God  hath  given  the  Sab- 
bath as  a  returning  feafon  of  religious  re- 
coUedlion.     A  part  of  it  ought  always  to 
be  fpent  in  reading  the  Scriptures ;  and  if  , 
we  account  the  day  of  the  Lord  honoura- 
ble, we  will  not  want  leifure  for  obeying 
the  command  in  my  text. 

The  rules  of  facred  criticifm  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  enter  into  a  popular  dif- 
courfe.  I  prefume  not  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  thofe  who  are  led,  either  by  inclination^ 
or  by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  to  employ  their  li- 
terary talents  in  the  profecution  of  theo- 
logical ftudies.  But*,  after  the  example  of 
that  Society  before  whom  I  fpeak,  whofe 
inftitutions  are  calculated  for  the  benefit 
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of  tlie  great  body  of  the  people  in  certain 
diftridls,  I  wifli  to  aflift  thofc  who  have  na 
peculiar  advantages  for  ftudy,  in  deriving 
information^  comfort,  and  inftniftion  from 
the  fearch  of  the  Scriptures:  And  to  them 
I  fay,  that,  if  they  would  not  wi{h  this  em- 
ployment to  be  "  bodily  exercife^  which 
profiteth  little,'*  they  mull  read  with  good 
intention, — ^with  humility, — with  appli- 
cation to  their  own  cafe, — ^and  with  prayer. 


1.  In  order  to  profit  hyfearching  the  Scriptures^ 
it  is  necejfary  to  read  tbem  with  good  Inten^ 
tion^ 

In  bodily  tafks,  the  difpofition  of  the 
workman's  mind  is  not  of  great  impor- 
tance. Provided  the  work  be  done,  hia 
wages  are  earned,  and  his  mafter  is  fati£« 
fied;  But  the  ufefuUiefs  of  thofe  exercifea 
which  minifter  to  the  improvement  of  the 
mind,  depends  very  much  upon  the  fen- 
timents  and  views  with  which  they  are 
performed.  Here  the  maimer  of  doing  the 
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work  18  often  of  more  importance  than  the 
work  that  is  4one;  and  a  wrong  intention 
in  the  agent  often  prevents  him  from  reap- 
ing the  fruit  of  his  toil* 

If  you  fearch  the  fcriptures  in  order  to 
make  a  difplay  of  your  acquaintance  with 
them,  you  may  have  your  reward.  By  the 
readinefs  of  your  quotations,  and  the  a- 
cutenefs  of  your  critical  remarks,  you  may 
aftonifh  the  ignorant,  and  obtain  praife 
from  thofe  who  value  fuch  refearches.  But 
your  own  heart  will  not  be  the  better  for 
"  that  knowledge  which  puffeth  up."  If 
you  fearch  the  Sriptures  in  order  to  be 
learned  in  controverfy,  you  may  know  the 
grounds  of  all  the  different  opinions  re- 
fpedling  certain  difputed  points  j  you  may 
be  able  to  convince  the  adverfaries,  and  to 
defend  your  own  tenets  with  dexterity. 
But  there  is  a  danger  of  your  turning  a- 
fide  from  the  weighty  matters  of  the  law, 
to  *'queftions  and  flrifea  of  words;"  and  in 
your  zeal  to  eftablifh  what  you  account 
the  truth,  you  may  make  fliipwreck  of 
£  2 
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faith  and  a  good  confcience.     Once  more, 
if  you  fearch  the  Scriptures  with  a  cap- 
tious fpirit,  defirous  of  raifing  objedlions, 
of  finding  matter  of  cenfure  or  of  ridicule, 
you  may  fucceed  beyond   your  expe<fla- 
tion.      You   may  puzzle  both  yourfelves 
and  others;  you  may  derive  from  the  ve- 
nerable phrafeology  of  Scripture  much  aid 
to  the  barrennefs  of  your  wit;  by  a  fneer 
at  what  you  do  not  underftand,  you  may 
pleafe  thofe  who  know  as  little  as  you  do; 
and  by  a  ludicrous  application  of  folema 
expreflions,   you   may  excite  laughter  a^ 
mongft  thofe  who  care  not  at  what  expence 
they  are  made  merry.      But  your   fearch 
of  the  Scriptures  will,  in  this  cafe,  degrade 
in  your  eyes  the  great  truths  of  religion, 
and,  while  it  confounds  your  underftand, 
ing,  and  tends  to  efface  every  ferious  inu 
preflion  from  your  hearts,  it  will  produce 
in  your  difcourfe  a  multitude  of  idle  word^, 
for  every  one  of  which,  your  Mafter  hath 
faid  you  fhall  give  account  in  the  day  of 
judgment. 
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Think  it  not  enough,  then,  that  yon 
fpend  a  portion  of  your  time  in  reading 
your  bibles;  but  examine  yourfelves  that, 
you  may  know  the  intention  with  which 
the  work  is  done.  Do  not  fearch  the  Scrip- 
tures for  oftentation,  for  contention,  or  for 
fport.  But  fearch  them  as  the  book  given 
by  God  to  convey  to  you  the  moft  import- 
ant knowledge,  to  comfort  your  hearts, 
and  to  diredl  your  lives.  Keep  thefe  great 
purpofes  of  this  book  in  your  eye  when 
you  read  it.  **  As  new  born  babes,  defire 
the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may 
grow  thereby:"  And  if,  **  with  good  and 
honeft  hearts,'*  ye  feek  the  profit  which 
the  Scriptures  were  given  to  adminifter, 
through  the  blefling  of  God,  ye  Ihall  ob- 
tain it. 

a.  In  order  to  profit  hyfearcbtng  the  Scriptures j 
it  is  necejfary  to  read  them  with  Humility. 

In  all  our  intercourfe  with  the  Almigh- 
ty, we  receive  leflbns  of  humility.  "  Vain 
man,  who  would  be  wife,"  is  i)erpetually 
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reminded,  both  by  the  book  of  nature^ 
and  the  book  of  Scripture,  that  "  he  is  of 
yefterday,  and  knows  nothing/*     In  crea- 
tion, thofe  things  which  are  neceffary  for 
the  iuftenance  of  man  are  icattered  with 
profuiion,  and  are  gathered  by  the  untu<^ 
tored  favage.     But  many  materials  of  con- 
venience and  eqjoymcnt  long  remained 
hidden  from  the  generations  of  men.  The 
inveftigation    of  .the   laws  according   to 
which   God    conducts    thofe    operations 
which  we  daily  fee,  requires  much  atten- 
tion and  ftudy;  and  there  appear  to  be 
certain  bouoda  fet  tq  the  quriofity  of  man^ 
myfteries  in  nature  which  he  in  vain  at- 
tempts to  penetrate,  where  the  facfl  is  ma- 
nifeft  to  his  fenfes,  while  all  fpeculations 
concerning  the  fa€t  are  dark  and  bewilder- 
ing.    The  book  of  Scripture,  in  like  mans 
ner,  bears  the  marks  of  proceeding  from 
him  who  is  known  to  us  only  in  that  degree 
in  which  he  condefcends  to  make  himfelf 
manifefL     He  hath  made  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  for  our  information,  our  comfort^ 
or  our  inflrudion,    plain  to  thofe  wha 
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leirch.  ^ Theentrarice of  his  word  givdtk 
light  to  the  fimple,"  and  ,eVery  Chriftian 
may  find  here  the  Words  ^f  eternal  life. 
But  the  Almighty  hath  mixed  mndi 
darknefs  with  this  light*  £ven  the  hifio^ 
rical  books  of  Scripture  appear  ftrange  oo 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  ancient 
cuftoms.  The  writings  of  the  pfophettg 
from  the  very,  nature  of  prophecy,  are  ob» 
fcure,  and  to  us  they  appear  veiled  in  the 
figurative  language,  and  the^fymbolical  ac- 
tions of  Eaftern  nations.  The  dofhinal 
parts  often  touch  upon  fubjeAs  which  are 
raiied  far  above  tls:  T^e  limited  faculties 
of  man,  in  vain,  attempt  to  comprehend 
the  wifdom,  the  majefty,  and  the  grace  of 
an  infinite  Being;  and  th^  fpeech  of  man 
is  altogether  inadequate  to  exprefs  that 
which  it  hath  not  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive* 

If,  then,  you  begin  your  fearch  of  the 
Scriptures  with  an  expedlation  that  every 
thing  contained  in  them  is  level  to  your 
capacity,  you  will  foon  be  diflatisfiedj  you 
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•^irill  be  in  danger  of  rejc^^ing  Ti^hat  ydii 
do  underftand,  .becaufe  you  riueet  with 
jdiflScukies;  or,  like  the  unlearnfed  and  un-* 
ilahle  whom,  the  Apoftle  Peter  reproves, 
,you  will  wreft  the  Epiftles,:  and  other  diffi-? 
x:ult  places^  to  your  own  deftruftion.  It 
becomes  yon  to  confider  that  thia  is  a  ftate 
of  mind  very  unfavourable  xx>  your  im^ 
-provement,  ind  very  unfuitable  to  the  em*- 
ployment  which  my  text  recommends: 
And  you  ought  to  recoUeA,  that,  as  there 
inuftbein, Scripture,  "  things  which  arc 
Ixardxo  be  underftood,''  fo,  in  the  wifdom 
of  God,  thefe  very  things  are  made  fub*- 
feryicnt  to  many  excellent  purpofes*  This 
book  was  given  to  be  the  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  the  meditation  and  delight  of 
Chriftians  of  every  condition,  of  every 
tneafure  of  attainment  in  fcience.  Here^ 
therefore,  according  to  the  image  of  the 
Apoftle,  there  is  not  only  **  plain  food  for 
:iuch  as  have  need  of  milk,  but  there  is  alfo 
ftrong  meat  for  fuch  as  are  of  full  age,  even 
-thofe  who,  by  reafon  ofufe,  have  their 
Jfenfes  exercifed  tp  difcern  good  and  eviL" 
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While  "  the  principles  of  the  dodrine  of 
Chrifl  are  here  revealed  unto  babes  in 
knowledge/'  there  is  enough  to  excite  the 
curiofity  of  thofe  who  inquire,  and  to 
exercife  the  talents  of  the  wife.  Gram- 
marians, philofophers,  hiftorians,  have 
fearched  the  Scriptures,  and  their  fearch 
has  been  amply  rewarded.  An  enlarged 
comprehenfion  of  the  fcheme  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  courfe  of  human  affairs, 
has  enabled  fome  to  attain  that  fenfe 
which  was  too  profound  for  ordinary 
minds :  An  intimate  acquaintance  with  an- 
tient  languages  and  manners  has  expound- 
ed the  meaning  of  many  paffagcs  which 
had  been  mifunderftood  or  mifreprefent- 
ed;  and  facrcd  criticifm,  proceeding  up- 
on found  principles,  and  condudled  by 
men  of  erudition  and  information,  has, 
in  numberlefs  inftances,  refcued  the  Scrip- 
tures from  the  charge  of  abfurdity  and  in- 
conliftency,  and  has  demonftrated  the  ef- 
fectual care  with  which  Providence  has 
preferved  the  oracles  that  were  at  firfl  gi- 
ven by  infpiration  of  God,  from  deftruc- 
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tion^  or  from  grofs  corruptions.  The  dif- 
ferent interpretations  which  the  fame  text 
had  received  in  the  eagernefs  of  controver- 
iy,  have  corredled  one  another;  and  the 
diligence  and  acutenefs  with  which  the- 
ological writers  have  fifted  the  opinions  of 
their  adverfaries,have  aflifted  candid  minds 
in  apprehending  the  truth.  Hiftorical  re- 
fearches  have  elucidated  prophecy:  And  ' 
the  beauty  of  the  poetical  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture, as  well  as  the  exadlnefs  of  thofe  that 
are  narrative,  has  received  /many  delight- 
ful and  ftriking  illuftrations  froin  the  re- 
ports of  thofe,  whom  the  extenfion  of  mo- 
dern commerce  has  carried  to  vifit  parts 
of  the  world  that  are  far  removed  from 
us. 

In  this  manner  the  difficulties  of  Scrip- 
ture are  continually  vanifhing  before  en- 
lightened inquiry;  the  prefumption  and 
ignorance  of  the  fcorner  are  expofed ;  the 
knowledge  of  the  modell  is  increafed,  and 
the  faith  of  thofe  who  wait  upon  God  is 
cftablifhed:  And  from  all  this  we  learn 
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with  what  humility  we  ought  to  read.  By 
**  the  things  in  Scripture  which  are  hard  to 
be  underftood,"  God  checks  our  pride: 
by  the  gradual  explication  of  thofe  things, 
he  gives  us  affurance  that  his  word  fhall 
endure  for  ever,  and  teaches  us  to  look  for 
that  time  ordained  in  his  providence,  for 
which  the  united  labours  of  his  fervants  are 
preparing  the  world,  when  the  infignificant 
attacks  that  have  been  made  upon  his  word 
fhall  be  forgotten,  when  the  fcruples  which 
thofe  attacks  have  fometimes  raifed  in  pi- 
ous breads  ftiall  be  perfedly  removed,  and 
the  wifdom  and  confiftency  of  this  divine 
book  fhall  be  univerfally  acknowledged. 
In  this  hope,  dwell  ye  upon  thofe  paflages 
which  you  under  (land:  meditate  on  them: 
be  thankful  for  them.  Believe  that  a  great 
deal  of  what  you  do  not  underftand  is 
plain  to  others  more  learned,  more  experi- 
enced, more  diligent  than  you  are.  Attend 
to  the  conne<5lion  in  which  difficult  pafla- 
ges (land  with  the  context,  to  other  places 
of  Scripture  where  the  fame  thing  is  more 
clearly  expreffed,  to  the  explications  which 
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you  occaHonally  receive.  If,  after  all,  dark^ 
nefs  Ihould  remain  upon  many  places,  be 
not  diiheartened,  and  do  not  repine*  Be 
affured  that  what  you  know  '^  is  able  to 
make  you  wife  imto  falvation:^  And,  ac- 
cording to  the  coimfel  of  the  fon  of 
Sirach,"be  not  curious  in  unneceflary  mat- 
ters, neither  feek  the  things  that  are  above 
thy  ftrength;  for  more  things  are  fhewed 
thee  than  men  underftand,  and  it  is  not 
neceffary  for  thee  to  fee  the  things  that  are 
in  fecreu" 

The  Scriptures  are  "  as  a  light  fliining  in 
a  dark  place,  unto  which  ye  do  well  that 
ye  take  heed,  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the 
day-ftar  arife.''  This  is  but  the  beginning 
of  our  exiftence,  the  opening  of  the  powers 
of  reafon  and  virtue  in  our  fouls.  "  The 
things  which  are  reported  unto  us  in,  thisi 
book  are  what  the  angels  defire  to  look  in- 
to," and  they  will  afford  employment  to  our 
minds  when  we  are  made  like  the  angels, 
*^  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly ;  then 
we  fhall  fee  face  to  f^ce.     Now  we  kjiow 
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in  part;  but  when  that  which  is  perfecfl  is 
come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  Ihall  be 
done  away/* 


3.  In  order  to  profit  by  fearchtng  the  Scrips 
turesy  it  is  necejfary  to  read  them  with  Appli-^ 
tton  to  our  own  Cafe. 

The  Scriptures  are  not  to  be  clafled  with 
the  many  other  books  of  amufement  or  im- 
provement, in  which  our  attention  is  en- 
gaged by  remote  objedls,  that  are  made  in-» 
terefting  to  us  only  by  the  beauties  of  fen- 
timent  or  of  compofition.  Wifdom  here 
uttereth  her  words.  "  To  you,  O  men,  flie 
calls ;  her  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men."  All 
kindreds  and  tribes  are  commanded  to 
draw  near ;  and  the  fpecial  intereft  which 
ibme  nations  appear  to  have  had  in  the 
tranfaAions  here  recorded,  only  renders 
their  hiftory  an  inftruAive  leflbn,  which  it 
is  the  duty  and  the  wifdom  of  future  ge- 
nerations to  mark.  The  Father  of  the 
human  race  here  gives  to  all  his  children 
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that  counfel  by  which  he  would  guide 
them  in  the  way  of  life;  and  hiscounfel  is  ac-* 
commodated  with  condefcending  grace  ta 
all  thofe  varieties  in  their  condition  which 
he  forefaw.  There  is  a  warning,  a  reproof, 
a.  confolation,  a  promife,  a  threatning  a- 
Japted  to  every  cafe :  We  are  only  requi- 
red to  prove  ourfelves,  and  to  draw  out  of 
this  inexhauftible  ftore-houfe  that  which 
we  need* 

Do  riot  bufy  yourfelves  with  applying 
what  you  read  or  hear  to  others;  an  em-* 
ployment  in  which  there  is  feldom  a  pro^ 
babiiity  of  doing  much  good,  and  always 
a  danger  of  doing  much  harm:  But  feek 
to  attain  that  eflential  benefit  which  may 
certainly  be  derived  from  a  wife  applica- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  to  yourfelves.  ^^' hen 
you  contemplate  thofe  excellent  charadlers 
which  are  delineated  in  this  book,  do  not 
think  it  enough  to  pay  that  tribute  of  ad- 
miration which  the  moft  hardened  finner 
cannot  withhold ;  but  turn  upon  yourfelves, 
and  fay.  Am  1  a  follower  of  that  which  I  ad^ 
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toire  ?  Have  I  any  portion  of  the  faith  of  A* 
braham,  of  the  fortitude  of  Jofeph,  of  the 
gentlenefs  of  Mofcs,  of  the  patience  of  Job, 
of  the  piety  of  Daniel,  of  the  mind  of  Je- 
fos?  When  youi*  abhorrence  is  excited 
by  thofe  pidhires  of  the  iniquity  of  Ifrael 
which  abound  in  the  Prophets,  and  of  die 
tices  of  the  heathen  world  which  occur  in 
the  Epiftles,  fearch  for  the  plague  of  your 
own  heart;  and  fee  if,  in  fome  corner  of 
the  picture,  the  fin  which  befets  you,  is 
not  painted  with  fo  ftrong  a  pencil,  that 
even  your  own  partial  eyes  perceive  the 
likenefs.  When  your  fouls  are  raviflxed 
with  the  '*  great  and  precious  promifes'* 
of  this  word,  alk  yourfelves,  whether  from 
the  defcriptions  of  the  fervants  of  God 
which  are  always  conjoined  with  his  promi- 
fes,  you  can  take  courage  to  clafs  yourfelv^ 
amongft  the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  God 
fpeaks  peace.  When  your  heart  Hands  in 
awe  of  his  threatnings,  think  if  there  is  any 
part  of  your  conduit,  by  which  you  are 
fetting  up  yourfelves  as  a  mark  to  receive 
the  arrows  of  the  Almighty.      When  you 
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r6ad  the  prayers  of  good  men  in  Scrip-* 
ture,  and  fee  the  felf-abafement,  the  ear-* 
neftiiefs,  and  repetitions  with  which  they 
approached  a  throne  of  grace,  recoUedl 
your  own  condition,  the  feeblenefs  of  your 
refolutions,  the  temptations  to  which  your 
virtue  is  expofed,  the  dangers  which  en-* 
compafs  your  life,  your  property,  your  fa- 
mily, your  good  name,  and  think  what 
need  you  have  to  exercife  thefame  humi- 
lity and  dependence  upon  heaven  which 
their  devotions  exemplify.  When  you 
read  their  fongs  of  praife,  think  of  the 
bleffings  which  have  followed  you,  the 
perils  out  of  which  you  have  been  refcued, 
the  mercy  which  has  fuftained  you  in  the 
time  of  trouble;  and  mark  how  God  feems 
to  put  into  your  mouth  every  word,  by 
which  they  endeavoured  to  exprefs  the 
gratitude  that  glowed  in  their  breads. 
Your  fituation  in  life,  and  the  particular 
occurrences  of  your  lot,  have  impercepti- 
bly formed  your  fentiments  concerning 
the  ways  of  Providence,  the  value  of  this 
.world, the  excellence  and  the  happinefs  of 
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man.  Try  your  fentiments  by  comparing 
them  with  the  many  ftriking  views  of 
thofe  important  fubjeiSls  which  the  Scrip- 
tures open;  and,  be  afTured,  that  there  is 
fome  defedl  in  the  ftate  of  your  mind,  un- 
lefs  you  are  able  to  regulate  your  opinions 
and  principles  by  that  flandard  which  is 
the  truth.  Do  not  deftroy,  in  regard  to 
yourfelves,  the  ufefulne  fs  of  the  Scriptures, 
by  feeking  to  fhelter  your  vices  under  the 
maxims  or  cuftoms  of  the  world;  beware 
of  keeping  at  a  diftance  from  the  light, 
left  you  begin  to  hate  it,  becaufe  it  re- 
proves your  deeds;  but  let  the  word  of 
God  be,  with  you,  the  teft  of  every  gain, 
every  indulgence,  every  purfuit;  and  by 
this  readinefs  with  which  you  come  to  the 
light,  let  it  be  made  manifeft  that  your 
deeds  are  wrought  in  God. 

"  These  words  that  I  command  thee 
this  day,"  faid  the  Lord  by  Mofes,  "  fhall 
be  in  thine  heart;  and  thou  flialt  teach 
tnem  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and 
thou  fhalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  fittelt 
G 


(    50    ) 

in  thine  houfe,  and  when  thou  walkeft  by 
the  way,  and  when  thou  lieft  down,  and 
when  thou  rifeft  up/*     The   expref&ons 
by  which  the  Almighty  condefcends  thus 
earneftly  to  recommend  the  fearch  of  the 
Scriptures,   fuggeft,  that   the  applicatioa 
of  them  fhould  begin  early  in  life.  *'  Thou 
flialt  talk  of  them  to  thy  children,  when 
thou  fittcft  in  thine  houfe.'*  What  an  edi- 
fying fubjedl  of  domeftic   converfation! 
You  have  often  obferved  that  no  pieces  of 
hiftory  take  fo  ftrong  a  hold  of  the  mind 
of  the  young  as  thofe  recorded  in  Scrip- 
ture.    Try,  then,  to  form  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  are  deareft  to  you,  by  teaching 
them,  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it,  to  apply 
to  themfelves  different  parts  of  Scripture. 
Accuftom  them,  as  their  underftandings 
open,  to  receive  and  to  digeft  that  whole- 
fome  food  of  the  foul,  which  will  nourifli 
them  to  every  virtuous   exertion,  which 
will  furnilh  them  with  ftrength  to  refill 
temptation,  with  an  antidote  againft  the 
words  of  the  fcorner,  with  a  cordial  amidft 
the  difappoinmxcnts   and   forrows   which 
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Providence  may  ordain  for  them.  "  Where- 
with fhall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way? 
by  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy 
word."  "  My  fon,'*  let  every  father  fay 
with  Solomon,  "  bow  thine  ear  to  the 
fayings  of  this  book;  let  them  not  depart 
from  thine  eyes,  and  keep  them  in  the 
midft  of  thine  heart,  for  they  are  life  un- 
to thofe  that  find  them.  When  thou  goeft, 
they  (hall  lead  thee;  when  thou  fleepeft, 
they  Ihall  keep  thee;  when  thou  awakeft, 
they  fliall  talk  with  thee :  For  the  com- 
mandment is  a  lamp,  and  reproofs  of  in- 
ftru<5lion  are  the  way  of  life.'* 


4.   In  order  to  profit  byfearcbing  the  Scriptures^ 
it  is  necejfary  to  read  them  with  Prayer. 

The  word  of  God  contains  his  counfcl 
to  his  children :  Prayer  opens  their  minds 
to  receive  that  counfel.  The  one  is  a  me- 
morial left  us  by  a  Being  who  is  not  pre- 
fent  to  our  fenfes ;  the  other  is  that  me- 
thod of  correfponding  with  him,  which, 
G  a 
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while  we  are  at  a  diftance,  we  are  permitted 
to  maintain.  The  memorial  will  foon  lofe 
its  effedl  in  recalling  divine  things  to  our 
minds,  if  the  correfpondence  be  wholly- 
laid  afide.  But  the  two  fupport  one  ano- 
ther, and  confpire  in  bringing  us  near  to 
God.  "  When  the  faints  of  God  fit  at  his 
feet,  every  one  receives  of  his  words :  when 
they  cry  to  him  for  knowledge,  then  they 
find  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

The  blefled  Jefus,  in  the  days  of  his 
flefli,  opened  the  underflandings  of  his 
difciples,  that  they  niight  underftand  the 
Scriptures:  After  his  afcenfion,  he  fent 
forth  his  Spirit  into  the  hearts  of  his  Apof- 
tles,  to  guide  them  into  all  truth ;  and  he 
commanded  Philip  to  go  near,  and  to  join 
himfclf  to  the  devout  ^Ethiopian,  who  had 
come  up  to  Jerufalem  to  worlhip,  a!nd 
who,  in  his  return,  was  reading  Ifaiah  the 
Prophet,  without  underftanding  what  he 
•read.  The  fame  Jefus,  in  every  age,  marks 
the  earneftnefs  and  humility  of  thofe  who 
fearch  the  fcriptures:  The  Spirit,  under 
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whofe  infpiration  the  Scriptures  were  writ- 
ten, continues  to  proceed  from  him;  and 
by  the  internal  illumination  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  or  by  various  inftruments  which 
he  is  able  to  raife  up,  he  anfwers  the  pray- 
ers which,  amidft  their  darknefs  and 
doubts,  his  fervants  offer,'  in  his  name,  to 
the  Father  of  lights.  "  Did  not  our  hearts 
burn  within  us,''  faid  the  difciples,  "  when 
he  talked  to  us  by  the  way,  and  opened 
imto  us  the  Scriptures?"  And  do  not 
the  hearts  of  his  difciples  ftill  burn  within 
them, when  he  removes  the  veijfrom  their 
eyes  in  reading- the  Scriptures,  and  en^ 
ables  them  to.percejve  the  things  that  are 
fpiritually  difcerried?  **  The  fecret  of  the 
Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and  to 
them  will  he  manifeft  his  covenant." 

Even  David^  the  man  who  felt  fo 
ftrongly,  and  who  has  defcribed  fo  co- 
pioufiy,  the  advantages  of  fearching  the 
Scriptures,  docB  not  fay  that  he  difcd- 
Vered  thefe  advantages,  but  he  prays 
that  they  may  be  fhewn  to  him.  "  O- 
pcn  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
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wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law.  I  am  a 
ftranger  upon  the  earth  j  hide  not  thy  com- 
mandments from  me/*  Mark  the  fpirit 
of  thefe  words;  follow  the  example  of  this 
devout  man;  "  when  you  lack  wifdom^ 
afk  of  God,  and  it  ihall  be  given  you.'* 
Let  prayer  enliven  and  fandlify  your 
fearch  of  the  Scriptures.  It  will  render 
the  word  of  God  to  you  quick  and  power- 
ful, and  will  give  it  an  influence  over  your 
minds  very  much  fuperior  to  that  of  any  o- 
ther  ftudy.  The  Almighty  will  inftrudl  you, 
and  guide  you  with  his  eye;  he  will  make 
you  wife  through  the  kilowledge  of  his 
word,  and  he  will  enlarge  yo\xr  heart  to 
run  Che  way  of  his  commandments. 


The  view*  which  has  been  taken  of  the 
precept  of  our  Lord,  has  appeared,  in  the 
progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  to  reflecft  great 
honour  upon  the  Society  before  whom  I 
now  fpeak.  To  their  pure  minds  it  will 
iuggeft  much  encouragement  to  perfevere: 
And  to  the  pubHc,  it  may  fuggeft  the 
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ftrongeft  reafons  for  granting  them  that 
countenance  and  aid,  which  are  neceflary 
to  render  the  benefit  of  their  pious  laboiirs 
ftill  more  efifedtual,  and  more  extenfive 

It  is  our  happinefs  to  live  in  times  when 
Government  appears  folicitous  to  improve 
the  internal  refourcesofthe  country,  when 
the  attention  of  men  of  rank,  of  fortune, 
and  of  influence,  is  turned  to  corners 
which  had  long  been  negledked,  and  the 
mod  refpecftable  affociations  are  formed 
for  enabling  the  inhabitants  of  the  coafls 
to  avail  themfelves  of  their  natural  advan^ 
tages.  May  it  not  be  expedled  that  this 
liberal  and  enlightened  policy  will  embrace 
the  important  objecfts  of  this  Society  as 
congenial  with  itfelf ;  that  thofe  who  feek 
to  extend  the  wealth  of  the  community, 
will,  from  the  fame  benevolent  principles, 
encourage  every  rational  attempt  to  cherifli 
the  virtues  of  the  commimity;  and  that, 
amidfl  the  patriotic  efforts  to  refcue  our 
brethren  in  the  Highlands  and  iflands  from 
poverty,  and  flavifh  dependence,  and  to  re- 
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concile  them  to  their  native  land^  by  ren- 
dering their  fituation  more  comfortable, 
the  exertions  of  this  Society  to  form  their 
minds  by  Chriftian  knowledge,  will  appear 
praife- worthy  in  the  eyes  of  every  Briton? 
The  profanity  and  profligacy  of  the  lower 
ranks  are  felt  and  lamented  in  the  more 
populous  and  wealthy  diflridls  of  the  em- 
pire; and  even  thofe  who,  in  other  refpedls, 
do  not  difcover  much  zeal  about  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  and  morality,  have  been 
made  to  fee  and  know  that  the  inftrudtion 
and  reformation  of  the  people  form  a  moft 
defirable  objedl  to  the  ftate.  Is  it  not  equal- 
ly defirable  to  prepare  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
where  it  has  not  yet  become  inveterate,  to 
complete  the  provifion  for  the  profperity 
and  improvement  of  the  remoter  parts  of 
the  ifland,  by  adminiftering  to  the  uncor- 
rupted  inhabitants  thewholefome  counfelof 
this  book,  at  a  time  when  they  are  eager  to 
receive  it.  Their  hardy  valour  has  often 
maintained  the  honour,  and  repelled  the 
dangers  of  their  country:  Their  morals, 
eftablilhed  upon  Chriftian  principles,  may 
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reprove  the  impiety  and  licentioufnefs  of 
the  age;  and,  as  they  and  their  dcfcendanti 
ipread  through  the  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  they  may  thus  carry  with  them 
an  antidote  againft  the  general  infedlion.  * 

Let  not,  then  our  princes,  our  rulers, 
and  our  nobles,  think  it  beneath  their  dig- 
nity, or  a  diverfion  from  their  generous 
purfuit  of  the  public  good,  to  encourage, 
by  their  countenance  and  fupport,  the  la* 
hours  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  in  their 
feveral  departments,  and  the  more  extent- 
five  plans  which  this  Society  has  formed. 
The  mofl  enlightened  writers  upon  politi- 
cal oeconomy  cannot  point  out  a  treafure 
of  fuch  value  to  the  ftate,  as  a  flock  of  ufe- 
fill  fubje<Els  trained  by  early  culture  and 
familiar  inftrudion,  to  honefty,  induftry, 
and  temperance:  And  the  efforts  of  the  moft 
able  and  upright  ftatefinen  to  lift  this  coun- 
try above  its  misfortunes,  vnU  prove  abor- 
tive, unlefs  thofe  under  their  adminifkatiou 
have  knowledge  arid  virtue.  '^Righteoufnefs 
exalteth  a  nation ;  But  fin  is  the  reproach 
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of  a  people/'  *^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God/^ 
faith  the  Aknighty,  **  which  teacheth  thee 
to  profit,  which  leadeth  thee  by  the  way 
that  thou  fhouldft  go.  O  that  thou  woujdft 
hearken  to  my  commandments !  Then 
fhould  thy  peace  be  as  the  river,  and  thy 
feed  Ihould  be  multiplied  as  the  fand;  thy 
fons  fhould  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their 
youth;  thy  garners  fhould  be  full,  afiford* 
ingall  manner  of  ftore,  and  there  fhould 
be  no  complaining  in  thy  flreets,  Happy 
is  the  people  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe;  yea, 
happy  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  th^ 
I.ord;^ 
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EDINBURdH,  JUNfe5-  I788. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotland 
Jor  propagating  Cbri/iian  Knowledge^ 

Resolved^ 

1  H  A  T  the  Thanks  of  the  Society  be  gi- 
ven to  the  Reverend  Mr  John  Kemp,  for 
his  excellent  Sermon  preached  this  day  be- 
fore them,  and  that  he  be  requefted  to  al- 
low the  fame  to  be  printed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Societ}\ 

Ja.  Bonar,  Clk. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

ROBERT  EARL  OF  KINNOULL. 


m  ^ 


Mt  Lord, 

At  the  defire  of  your  wotthy  and 
revered  uncle  y  the  following fermon  was 
preached.  I  had  repeatedly  declined  that 
office  uponformer  occcftons^butHis  com^^ 
matids  to  me  were  facred^  for  they  were 
ever  reafonable  and  obliging. 

^0  him  it  was  tny  original purpofe  to 
have  (iflied permi[fton  to  addrefs  it^  not 
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^erelyfromtherefpeEldueto  him  as  Pre^ 

fident  of  the  Society  y  but  from  a  more  per-- 

fonal  connexion^  leading  to  warmer  fen-^ 

timenis  of  gratitude.    My  ohligations  to 

that  good  man  were  great.   He  was  tity 

father  s  benefaSlor  and  friend.    He  di^ 

Jiinguifhed  me  in  early  life  by  his  kind 

notice y — to  him  I  was  indebted  for  my 

frji  preferment  in  the  Churchy  and  to 

him  I  was  bound  by  his  uninterrupted 

friendly  regards  j  for  near  twenty  years. 

7*0  himyfor  he feemed  anxious  toper^ 

petuate  to  me  the  kiftdnefs  f  his  family  y 

I  owe  your  Lordjloif  s  knowledge  ofmey 

and  the  polite  attentions  with  which  you 

have  honoured  me. — /  am  proud  to  em-- 
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brace  the  opportunity  which  your  permij^ 
Jion  has  afforded  me  ofpuhlijhing  under 
thefanSlion  of  your  name^  my  grateful 
X^^S^  of  thefe  ftngular  favours. 

It  is  the  confolation  of  your  country^ 
my  Lordy  and  it  is  mine^  upon  the  lofs  of 
that  venerable  and  good  man  whom  you 
reprefenty  that  hi\  fucceffor  has  imbibed 
his  fpirity  and  is  ambitious  of  following 
his  example. 

And  may  you  indeed  J  my  Lord^  walk 

In  his  Jleps. — May  equal  utility  and 

equal  honour    mark    the  progrefs    of 

your  lifcy  and  in  late  old  age^  when  it 

Jhall  feem.good  to  Divine  Providence 

tQ  call  you  hence y  may  your  memory  he 
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equally  precious  to  your  country  andyoun 
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?Fith  Jincere  reJpeEiy   I  hav€  th 
honour  to  be, 

Mr  LORD, 

Xour  Lordjhi^ i  tnofl  obliged. 

And  mojl  obedient fervant, 

JO.  KpMP, 


SERMON. 


I  Cor.  i.  24* 
CHRIST THE  WISDOM  OF  GOO. 

A  HE  religion  of  Jefus  has,  in  every  age^ 
been  expofed  either  to  the  open  attacks  of 
avowed  foes^  or  the  infidious  attempts  of 
pretenc^ed  friends.  The  controverfy  of  the 
prefent  times  is  not  with  profefled  deifts. 
The  fadls  contained  in  the  gofpcl  have 
been  proved  by  fuch  variety  of  convin- 
cing evidence,  and  every  objection  to  their 
truth  has  been  fo  often  and  fo  complete- 
ly refuted,  that  men  of  fenfe  and  litera- 
ture, tho'  inimical  tt>  Chriftiauity,  have, 
at  length,  become  tired  of  the  fruitlefs 
difpute.  Their  invention  can  fugged  no- 
thing new ;  and  though  not  perhaps  con-^ 
vinced,  they  choofc  to  remain  filent, 
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Oppofition  to  the  gofpel,  however,  haft 
not  ceafed :  It  has  only  affumed  a  differ- 
ent form,  the  more  dangerous,  perhaps^ 
that  it  is  difguifed.  Even  among  its  pro- 
feffed  advocates  and  defenders,  there  are 
not  wanting  fome  moft  unfriendly  to  thoie 
fublime  and  important  truths,  by  which, 
as  a  fyftem  of  religion,  it  is  peculiarly  di- 
ftinguifhed. 

Thefe  men,  aflliming  it  as  a  principle, 
that  human  reafon  is  the  fole  judge  of  all 
objedls  of  faith,  make  it  their  endeavour  to 
bend  Chriftiariity  into  a  compliance  with 
the  diiSlates  of  their  own  underftanding. 
They  fix  the  limits  even  of  a  divine  reve- 
lation, and  whatever  exceeds  the  boiui- 
daries  which  they  have  marked  out,  they 
fcruple  not  to  rejedl  as  incredible,  and  im- 
poffible  to  have  come  from  God. 

Much  learning  arid  excellent  criticifm 
have  been  employed  in  defence  of  the  an- 
cient and  generally  received  fyftem  of  e- 
vangelical  truth,  and  to  prove  that  it  is 
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no  lefs  really  than  apparently  contained  in 
the  word  of  God. 

But,  independent  of  the  plain  and  di- 
red  teftimony  of  fcripture  and  juft  rea- 
foning  founded  upon  it,  there  is  a  teft,  by 
which  dodlrines  claiming  to  he  evangeli- 
cal, may,  and  ought  to  be  tried, — a  crite- 
rion to  which  the  advocates  for  human 
reafon  ought  not  to  objedl,  becaufe  at 
leaft  to  a  certain  extent,  it  accords  with 
their  own  plan,  and  that  is  the  ftandard 
of  human  nature ;  not,  indeed,  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  the  fancied  portraits  of  poets 
and  philofophers,  but  as  it  is  feen  aiid  felt 
in  obfervation  and  experience. 

Is  the  gofpel,  in  the  full  extent;  and  con- 
nexion of  its  dodlrines,  adapted  to  the  ftate 
and  circumftances  of  man  ?  Is  it  fitted,^ 
with  exquifite  (kill,  to  afford  a  fupply  to 
his  wants,  and  a  remedy  to  his  intelledhi- 
al  diforders  ?  Is  its  native  tendency  to  e- 
levate  our  fpecies  to  a  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
moral  excellence,  far  beyond  what  any 

Aij 
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Other  fyftem  ever  propofed  or  attempted? 
Tlien,  from  its  own  nature  arifes  an  ar- 
gument for  its  Divine  Original,  amount- 
ing almoft  to  demonftration ;  and  every 
ferious  candid  enquirer  will  acknowledge 
with  the  apoftle,  in  the  words  of  my  text, 
that  "  Cbrt/i  is  the  wifdom  of  God^^  or, 
in  other  words,  that  thefe  doctrines,  and 
that  fyftem  which  have  Chrift  for  their 
author  and  objedl,  by  their  ftrudlure  an4 
tendency  afford  evidence  of  wifdom -more 
than  human,  and  could  have  proceeded 
only  from  God. 

This  is  the  fubjeifl  to  which  I  wifli  to 
dircifl  the  attention  of  my  much  refpedl- 
ed  hearers,  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  It 
is  evidently  an  important  theme.  It  places 
the  fcheipe  of  the  gofpel,  not  perhaps  in 
a  new,  yet  certainly  in  a  moft  interefting 
point  of  light,  and  feems  well  adapted  to 
the  intention  of  our  prefent  aiTembly. 

And  if,  upon  a  fair  and  candid  exami- 
nation, it  Ihall  appear,  that  the  goljpel  is 
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admirably  adapted  to  the  date  and  cifu 
cvimftances  of  man,  to  remove  his  difor- 
ders,  to  fupply  his  defedls,  and  to  carry 
him  forward  to  the  higheft  improvement 
of  which  his  faculties  render  him  fufcep- 
tible ;  then  it  follows,  that,  to  convey  the 
knowledge  of  that  fyftem  to  thofe  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  who  either  enjoy  it  not 
at  all,  or  but  in  a  very  imperfect  degree, 
is  an  undertaking  benevolent  and  laud- 
able ;  and  that  a  fociety  which  have  this 
for  their  objedl,  are  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation and  countenance  of  their  fel- 
low citizens* 

In  the  profecution  of  this  fubjedl,  I 
wilh  not  to  attempt  a  laboured  argument 
addreffed  to  the  mere  intelledl :  my  ap- 
peal is  to  feeling  and  experience,  as  Well 
as  to  reafon,  I  wifli  my  hearers  to  retire 
into  their  own  bofoms,  to  attend  to  what 
pafles  there, — and  there  to  fulTer  a  ple^ 
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in  behalf  of  "  Chrift,  as  th  wifdom  ofGod;^ 
to  reach  them. 

Upon  an  attentive  fiyvey  of  the  natur 
ral  ftate  and  circum  (lances  of  man,  the 
following  propofitions,  it  is  imagined^ 
will  he  fpund  undeniably  true* 

Firji^  That  man,  altho'  indued  with^ 
the  capacity  of  receiving  information,  yet^ 
by  his  own  unaflifted  efforts,  is  totally 
unable  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  thofb 
truths,  with  which  it  chiefly  imports  hii^ 
to  be  acquainted* 

Secondly^  That,  upon  his  being  enlight- 
ened with  the  true  knowledge  of  God,^^ 
and  of  his  duty,  he  muft  neceffarily  be 
impreffed  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own 
depravity  and  guilt. 

Thirdly y  That  he  has  a  confcioufnefs  of 
moral  obligation,  and  ideas  of  moral  ex- 
cellence, which  from  experience  he  finds 
he  never  can  by  his  own  efforts  fulfil  and 
attain. 
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t'ourthly^  That  he  is  fubjedled  to  many 
afflicflions,  for  which,  upon  the  principles 
of  reafon,  he  tannot  account,  nor  difco- 
ver  to  what  good  purpofe  they  tend. 

Lajilyy  That,  although  he  feels  both 
prefages  of,  and  defires  after  a  future  (late 
of  being,  yet,  from  the  light  of  nature, 
he  neither  derives  affurance  of  its  exift- 
ence,  nor  any  certain  information  con- 
cerning \L 

Let  us  confider  thefe  propofitions,  and 
enquire  how  far  they  are  founded.  If  it 
Ihall  iappear  that  they  are  ftridlly  true, 
then  let  us  examine  in  what  manner  the 
gofpel  provides  a  remedy  for  the  difor- 
ders,  and  a  fupply  to  the  defedls  which 
they  imply.  The  fubjedl,  I  am  fenfible, 
is  far  too  extenfive  for  the  limits  of  a 
fingle  difcourfe ;  but  it  was  the  fubjedl 
recommended  for  this  occafion  by  a  per- 
fon  to  whom  both  the  Society  and  the 
I^reacher  lie  under  many  obligations,-^ a 
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perfon  wliofe   extenfive  knowledge   and 
deep  fenfe  of  religion,  vindicated  by    a 
correlponding    pradlice,     gave    peculiar 
weight  to  his  opinions,  and  recommen-* 
dations  in   matters   where   religion   was 
concerned;  I  mean  om*  late  noble  and 
excellent  Prefident.     Refped:  for  the  me- 
mory of  this  good  man  is  my  apology  for 
entering  upon  fo  large  a  field.     It  is  in- 
deed but  a  fmall  part  of  it  over  which  I 
can  hope  to*  travel ;  but   I  may  be  able, 
perhaps,  to  point  out  to  my  hearers  Ibme 
paths  by  which,  with  much  pleafure  and 
advantage,  it  may  be  explored* 

The  Jirji  propofition  is.  That  man, 
though  indued  with  a  natural  capacity 
of  receiving  information,  yet,  by  his  own 
unaflifted  efforts,  is  totally  unable  to  ac- 
quire certain  knowledge  concerning  thofe 
truths  and  objedls,  with  which  it  is  of 
chief  importance  for  him  to  be  acquaint- 
cd. 
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The  caufe  of  human  reafon  has  been 
]pleaded  1«rith  ability  and  zeal ;  ingenuity 
and  (kill  have  been  e^ibited  in  the  con-* 
ftnidlion  of  beautiful  fyftems  of  natural 
religion ;  the  lovelincfs  aiid  obligation  of 
^rirtue  have  been  difplayed  in  all  the  glow- 
ing colours  of  imagination  and  language^ 
But  thefe  elaborate  efforts  in  defence  of 
the  humim  underftaiiding,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
lerved,  are^  almoft  all  of  them,  pofterior, 
Hot  only  to  the  Chriftian  aera^  but  to  the 
|)eriod  of  the  Reformation.  What  nature 
could,  or  could  not  have  done,  it  is  per- 
haps impoflible  for  us,  by  an  abftra(5t  in- 
Veftigation  of  the  queftion  to  determine* 
But  what  (he  has  done,  and  in  the  mod 
favourable  circumftances  We  certainly 
know,  and  the  refult  affords  no  great 
room  for  boafting  to  her  advocates. 
*  Let  us  look  into  the  (late  of  religious 
knowledge  among  nations  imacquainted 
with  a  divine  revelation,  not  among  the 
rude  and  barbarous,  they  might  be  deem- 
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td  uilfair  examples  ;  but  in  the  philofo^ 
phical  and  claflical  ages  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  when  all  the  powers  of  the  humaa 
mind  were  cultivated  to  a  degree  of  per-^ 
fe(5lion,  which  the  efforts  of  modern  times 
never  can  furpafs-  And  yet  in  thofe  re-« 
fined  ages,  when  fcience  dnd  art  flion^ 
forth  with  a  luftre  which  does  honour  td 
hiunanity,  how  grofs  and  deplorable  was 
the  darknefs  of  even  the  wifeft  of  men 
with  regard  to  the  mpft  important  of  all 
fubjedls,  the  nature  and  perfedlions  of  the 
Deity,  the  relations  which  man  bears  to 
God,  and  the  duties  which  thefe  relations 
infer  ?  It  were  indeed  highly  unbecoming 
in  us,  who  enjoy  fuch  fuperior  advantages 
to  affedl  to  undervalue  the  ancients.  In 
compofition  and  reafoning,  as  well  as  in 
the  fine  arts,  they  will  ever  be  regarded 
as  models  even  to  modern  genius.  AncJ 
as  to  religion  and  morals,  what  labour  and 
learning  and  ingenuity  could  do,  they 
Lave  done ;  yet  how  miferably  they  have 
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failed  Is  known  to  all  who  are  converfant 
\n  their  writings.  Their  ideas  pf  God 
were  vague,  confufed,  contradidlory :  To 
the  rational  homage,  due  to  him  as  the 
Creator,  Preferver,  and  Governor  of  the 
univerfe,  they  were  ftrangers :  Their  fyf- 
tems  of  morals  were  confined  and  defec- 
tive, being  calculated  rather  for  the  forms 
of  republican  government,  than  for  man- 
kind at  large ;  their  profpedls  of  futurity 
were  dark  and  uncertain. 

Thefe  things,  it  were  eafy  to  prove,  by 
entering  into  a  particular  detail ;  they  of- 
ten have  been  proved  to  a  demonftration ; 
what  then  fliall  we  think  of  the  modefty 
of  modern  advocates  for  reafon,  who, 
while  they  pretend  to  rejedl  the  aid  of  di- 
vine revelation,  lay  claim  to  a  knowledge 
in  divine  things,  more  accurate  and  pro- 
found than  was  ever  pofleffed  by  a  Socra- 
tes or  a  Plato,  a  Cicero  or  an  Antoninus? 
This  aflumed  fuperiority  is  an  infult  offer- 
ed not  to  revelation  only  but  to  reafon  itfelf^ 

Bij 


(  '*  ) 

But  if  men  of  profound  intelle<Slual  a« 
bilities,  whofe  whole  time  and  attention 
were  devoted  to  abftraift'fpeculationfi,  were? 
ignorant  of  the  leading  fundamental  prin-» 
ciples  of  religion,  what  muft  have  been  the 
fituation  of  the  great  body  of  the  peo-^r 
pie  ?  TJi^em  the  philofophers  profeffed  not; 
to  teach,  tb^^m  they  regarded,  and  treated 
with  the  moft  fovereign  contempt.  The 
religion  of  the  people  Was  accordingly  4 
motely  compofition  of  fable  and  fuperfti^ 
tious  abfurdity.  Their  manners  corre-p 
fponded ;  and  what  hopes  could  be  en* 
tertained  of  their  reformation,  while,  iii 
their  mpft  flagitious  enormities,  they  w6re 
vindicated  by  the  example  of  the  gods,  op 
rather  the  fidlitious  monflers  of  vice  an4 
impiety  which  they  adored  ? 

Wh^^t  then  in  refpedt  of  religious  infor- 
mation conftitutes  the  aftonifhing  differ-^ 
enqe  between  them  and  us  ?  Nothing  it  is 
pbvious,  but  that  written  revelation  with 
>Yhich  God  has  bleffed  mankind  in  the 
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fcriptures :  A  fyftem  calculated  for  tlie  In* 
ftru6lion  and  moral  improvement,  not  of 
the  wife  and  learned  only,  but  of  the  pea^ 
pie  at  large,  of  mankind  in  all  ages  and 
nations;  in  every  fphere  and  condition  of 
iife,  and  in  every  ftage  of  intelle<5liial  im^ 
provementf 

Our  blefTed  Saviour  and  his  apoftles  held 
no  fecret  doiftrioes  with  myfterious  cau- 
tion imparted  to  their  immediate  difciples^ 
and  other  doc^ines,  which  they  promuU 
gated  to  the  people.  They  addreffed  their 
whole  fyftem  to  the  public,  and  in  terms, 
which,  while  level  to  the  meaneft  capacity^ 
were  calculated  to  enlighten  the  moft  pro- 
found. Hence  we  account  for  a  fadl  the 
moft  extraordinary  in  the  hiftory  of  our 
fpecies,  that  a  Chriftian  of  the  meaneft 
ftation  knows  more  of  God  and  things 
divine,  than  all  the  wife  and  learned  of  Pa- 
gan antiquity.  While  they  difputed  con- 
cerning the  being,  perfedions,  and  govern- 
inent  of  the  Deity,  and  coul4  agree  upon 
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•tiotliing;  the  humble  Chriftian  mechanic 
knows  and  firmly  believes  in  the  one  only- 
living  and  true  God,  the  Creator,  Prefer- 
ver,  and  moral  Governor  of  the  world. 

While  they  doubted  whether  any^  or 
what  adls  of  devotion  were  proper,  be  ap- 
proacheth  with  humble  joy  and  confidence 
to  the  God  and  Father  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
in  thefe  excrcifes  of  his  worlhip,  which 
God  himfelf  hath  prefcribed, — While 
they  removed  God  to  an  infinite  diftance 
from  them,  and  refolved  all  events  into 
an  unintelligent  blind  fate,  or  into  gene^ 
ral  undiftinguilhing  laws  of  nature  origi- 
nally eftablilhed  j  be  believes  and  confides 
in  the  conftant  prefence  and  influence  of 
a  kind  over-ruling  and  particular  provi-- 
dence. — ^While  ancient  philofophers  de-p 
bated  concerning  a  ftate  of  future  exift- 
ence,  leaning  fometimes  to  the  fide  of  hope, 
but  oftener  far  to  that  of  doubt,  and  on 
the  whole  confidered  death  rather  as  an 
eternal  fl?ep,  than  an  introdui^ion  to  ano* 
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ther  mode  of  being;  the  Chriftian,  learn- 
ed in  the  fcriptures  alone,  regards  this 
life  but  as  the  commencement  of  his  ex- 
iftence,  and  death  as  the  gate  through 
which  he  fhall  enter  into  manfions  of  im- 
mortal felicity  and  perfedlion. — ^Wbile 
the  difciples  of  nature  could  never  con-^ 
ceive  an  idea  fb  ftrange  as  that  of  the  re- 
furredlion  of  the  body,  or  fo  aftonifhingly 
grand  as  that  of  a  general  judgment ;  e-* 
very  real  Chriftian's  mind  is  eftabliihed 
in  the  belief,  that  a  day  is  approaching, 
when  the  whole  human  race  in  one  vaft 
aflembly,  and  in  both  parts  of  their  frame 
reftored  to  union,  fliall  ftand  before  the 
tribunal  of  him  who  made  them,  Ihall 
each  receive  from  his  righteous  fentence 
a  portion  fuited  to  his  real  chara^er,  <and 
be  immediately  fent  into  realms  of  eter- 
nal happinefs,  or  regions  of  darknefs  and 
defpain  What  magnificent,  what  fub- 
lime  ideas  are  thefe  !  How  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  difcovery ;  and  how  pow- 
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efful  muft  be  their  influence  upon  cVely 
mind  which  tincerely  believes  them ! 

But  it  is  not  in  thefe  grand  leading  prin-* 
ciples  alone,  that  the  naturally  dark  and 
benighted  mind  is  illuminated  by  the 
gofpel ;  no  truth  in  religion  or  morals  is 
left  undifcovered  which  it  is  neceflary  or 
proper  for  man  to  know,  and  none,  per-* 
haps,  which,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  his 
faculties,  it  is  poffible  for  him  to  com- 
prehend. Erery  thing  is  revealed  which 
can  ferve  to  enlighten  his  underftanding, 
with  refped  to  the  great  principles  of  faith 
and  duty,  form  his  heart  to  the  love  of' 
God  and  goodnefs,  and  train  him  Up  ia 
ft  couife  of  progreffive  moral  improve* 
ment.  Into  a  fitnefs  for  being  finally  unit^ 
cd  with  tlie  Author  of  his  exiftence. 

Tliefe  truths,  permit  me  to  obferve,  as 
ft  matter  deferving  particular  attention, 
the  Chiillian  receives,  not  as  probable 
conclufioiis  from  a  train  of  reafoning,  in 
wliich  ic  19  pofhble  his  own  mind  may 
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have  deceived  him;  he  afTents  to  them 
not  with  a  faith,  wavering  at  bed,  and 
always  fubjedt  to  the  encroachments  of 
doubt;  he  receives  them  upon  the  tefti'- 
mony  and  authority  of  God ;  he  confides 
in  them  as  truths,  certain  as  his  own  exr 
iftence,  and  which,  even  in  his  wideft 
deviations  from  the  plan  of  condudl  they 
prefcribe,  it  is  iinpofUble  for  him  to  re-f 
je<5l.  The  experienced  Chriftian,  in  giving 
credit  to  this  divine  fyftem,  refts  upon  e*. 
vidence,  which,  though  he  cannot  com- 
municate it  to  other  men,  is  to  him  de- 
monftration;  by  its  irrefiftible  energy  and 
happy  influence  upon  his  own  heart  and 
life,  he  knows  and  feels  that  it  is  the  power 
and  the  wifdom  of  God  for  falvation. 

Thus  it  appears  evident,  from  the  igno- 
rance th^t  prevailed  in  the  moft  cultivat- 
ed ages,  that  reafon  alone  is  a  moil  infuf- 
ficient  guide  to  thofe  truths  which  are  of 
chief  importance  for  man  to  know,  that 
fupernatural  difcoveries  were  abfolutely 
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heceflary,  and  that  in  this  refpeA  the  go- 
fpel  revelation  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
circumflances  and  necefhties  of  human 
nature. 

This  will  appear  no  left  evident  from 
Confidering  the 

Second  propofition,  That  the  human 
mind,  upon  being  enlightened  with  the 
true  knowledge  of  God  and  of  duty, 
muft  neceflarily  be  impreffed  with  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  guilt,  and  dread  of  punilh- 
ment,  for  which  reafon  and  nature  have 
provided  no  remedy. 

That  mankind  in  all  ages,  and  under  e- 
ven  the  mod  imperfedl  notions  and  forms 
of  religion,  were  affedled  with  a  fenfe  of 
their  own  ill  defert  from  a  fuperior  be- 
ing or  beings,  appears  evident  from  the 
whole  train  of  their  hiftory.  The  great 
Author  of  nature  never  left  himfelf  with- 
out a  witnefs  in  the  human  bread.  The 
ypice  of  confcience  "  accuftng  or  excujirt^^ 
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too  much  accorded  with  the  deeifions  of 
the  undcrftanding,  to  be  wholly  filenced 
by  bad  education,  or  corrupt  fyftems  of 
religion. 

Yet  it  is  certain  that  our  ideas  and  our 
feelings  of  moral  turpitude  mud  always^ 
in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the  no- 
tions of  duty  which  we  have  formed  or 
received*  It  follows,  therefore^  that  they 
whofe  minds,  inftead  of  being  improved^ 
were  debafed  and  corrupted  by  prevailing 
fyftems,  muft  have  felt  comparatively  but 
little  uneafinefs,  in  confequence  of  their 
deviations  from  the  laws  of  genuine  reli- 
gion and  of  pure  morality.  Hence  the  i- 
dea  of  moral  obligation,  with  the  ancient 
Heathens,  was  the  refult  oi  feeling  rather 
than  of  reafon;  and  their  religious  ferviccs 
the  extorted  drudgery  of  mercenary  dread, 
rather  than  the  voluntary  tribute  of  reve- 
rence and  love.  It  was  chiefly  their  ex- 
perience of  pbyfical  evil  which  gave  birth 
to  their  confcioufnefs  oi  moral  guilt,  ij 

.       Cij 
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•i^s  t^Iien  lightnings  flafhed  and  thunder* 
rolled,  when  war  and  famine  and  pefti-* 
lence  fpreaddcvaftation  around,  that  they 
were  terrified  into  the  belief  of  having  de- 
viated from  the  will,  and  tranfgreffed  the 
laws  of  the  God  of  nature.  Hence  their 
omens,  their  augurs  and  oracles,  their 
priefts  and  temples,  and  the  whole  coftly 
train  of  their  religious  rites ;  hence  in  a 
a  particular  manner,  their  viftims  offered 
up  in  facrifice  to  obtain  the  favour,  or  ex- 
piate the  wrath  of  offended  Deity. 

Sacrifices,  as  has  been  often  obferved^ 
afford  the  moil  unequivocal  proof,  not 
only  that  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  of  deferved 
punifliment,  but  alfo  of  the  neceflity  of  an 
atonement^  were  univerfal  among  man- 
kind. At  the  fame  time,  it  mufl  be  ad- 
mitted, that  reafon,  in  vain,  feeks  to  find 
out  a  connexion  between  the  fliedding  of 
the  blood  of  an  animal,  and  the  remiflSon 
of  human  tranfgreffion.  With  much  pro* 
bability,  therefore,  it  has  been  conclud- 


(a.     ) 

tdj  that  the  idea  of  facriflces  originatedi 
not  from  the  natural  dedudlions  of  rea^ 
ion,  but  from  a  divine  revelation  handed 
down  by  tradition.  Yet  ftill  the  univer- 
fality  of  the  pradtice^  while  other  truths 
and  ordinances  of  religidn  were  totally 
obliterated  and  forgotten,  amounts  to  a 
proof,  that  a  fenfe  both  of  guilt,  and  of 
the  neccffity  of  an  atonement  is  congeni- 
al to  the  human  mind. 

If  iiich  was  the  general  convidlion  of 
mankind,  when  guided  by  nature  alone, 
and  with  fuch  imperfedl  notions  of  God 
and  duty  as  fhe  afforded,  what  mud  be 
the  ideas  and  feelings  of  men  enlightened 
in  the  true  knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, the  extent  and  perfedion  of  his  laws^ 
and  the  awful  fandions  by  which  they  arc! 
enforced  ?  Many,  it  is  admitted,  acknow- 
ledge thefe  truths,  who  are  but  little  af- 
fedled  by  their  practical  influence.  When 
ftimulated  by  the,  impulfe  of  paflion,  rea- 
fon,  and  argiunent,  and  even  ot>viaus  ij>- 
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tereft  plead  with  them  in  vain.  It  is  riot  it> 
4^  the  feafoQ  of  health  and  profperity  that: 
we  can  expedl,  from  a  man  of  the  worlds 
ferious  attention  to  the  reprefentations  of 
another,  or  even  to  the  convidlions  of  his 
own  mind^  concerning  the  depravity  of 
his  character.  But  vifit  him  in  the  day 
of  his  calamity,  when  pain  of  body  and 
anguifh  of  fpirit  have  taken  hold  of  him^ 
See  him  efpecially  in  the  near  views  of 
death,  ronfed  to  confideration  of  his  fpi^ 
ritual  and  eternal  ftate,  forced  to  look 
back  upon  his  pad  life,  and  forward  to 
an  awful  futurity ;  afk  him  then  how  he 
is  to  appear  before  God,  what  account 
he  can  give  of  his  life,  and  upon  what 
grounds  his  hopes  are  founded  ?  (No 
harm,  but  much  good,  may  arife  to  each 
of  us^  from  our  fometimes.  In  imagina^ 
tion,  placing  ourfelvcs  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  'ere  long  they  will  be  real  to  \X9 
all,  and  afking  ourfelves  fuch  intereftin^ 
que  (lions.) 


(  ^3  ) 
The  delufive  hopes  which  ignorant  fu-T 
perdition  received  from  defigning  prieft- 
craft,  it  is  not  neceflary  in  this  country 
and  in  the  prefent  age  to  expofe.  Except- 
ing that  of  the  gofpel  then,  there  arfe  but 
two  pleas,  to  which  with  any  probability 
of  fuccefs,  man  can  have  recourfe;  his 
own  attainments  in  virtue  ;  and  the  mer- 
cy of  God.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  the 
plea  of  merit ;  who,  that  is  poflrcfTed  of  a 
found  mind,  will,  for  a  moment,  reft  upr 
on  it,  as  -his  title  to  eternal  life  ?  Exa* 
mine  the  beft  of  your  adtions,  analyze 
the  principles  from  which  they  proceed- 
ed, and  on  which  they  were  conduifled ; 
bring  them  to  the  ftandard  of  confcience, 
compare  them  with  the  pure  and  fpotlefs 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  you  will  find  that 
they  come  far  fliort,  that  they  are  full  of 
imperfecSlion. — But  had  the  cafe  been  o- 
therwife,  and  had  a  few  adlions  of  your 
life  been  perfedlly  pure  and  virtuous,  ftill 
you  are  but  unprofitable  fervants,  and  even 
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In  thefe  have  done  no  more  than  your 
duty.  Surely,  then,  thefe  can  make  no  a-p 
tonement  for  the  innumerable  tranigref* 
fions  which  you  mud  confeis.  The  plea 
of  merit,  indeed,  from  a  creature  to  his 
Creator,  from  a  creature,  efpecially,  fa 
guilty  and  depraved  as  man,  is  at  once  fo 
arrogant  and  abfurd,  that  ftupidity  and 
ignorance  alone  can  urge  it. 

The  other  plea  to  which  the  fii^ner  may 
have  recourfe, — the  mercy  of  God^ — is  far 
more  plaufible ;  yet  neither  will  this  a^ 
vail  him,  if  raifed  pn  any  foundation  fave 
that  which  God  himfelf  hath  eftabHfhed 
in  the  gofpel.  In  ^y  other  way  it  muil 
be  rejedled  as  invalid  both  by  reafon  and 
by  confcience.  For,  the  ftern  dexnand  of 
reafon  is  abfolute,  unlimited  obedience; 
and  the  accufing  voice  of  confcience  fills 
the  heart,  not  with  the  hopes  of  pardon 
and  acceptance,  but  with  the  fad  fore- 
bodings of  impending  judgment.  What 
then  is  the  groimd  upon  which  the  light 


(  ^5  ) 
of  nature  can  diredt  the  finner  tol)nild  hit 
hopes  of  the  divine  favour.  It  is,  at  le^^ 
but  a  faint  probability,  a  prefumptiv^ 
hope,  that  in  compaflion  to  his  w^eaknefs, 
God  may  be  pleafed  to  pardon  his  tranjf- 
greflions,  and  to  accept  of  his  fervices  im- 
J)erfe<£l  and  unworthy  as  they  have  been. 
But  this  pl£a,  it  is  evident,  may  be  urged, 
and  thefe  hopes  be  aflumed,  by  every  of- 
fender, however  enormous,  againft  every 
law  both  human  and  divine,  which  is  at 
once  to  annihilate  all  diftindlion  between 
right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice.  If  the 
extent  of  the  divine  favour  is  to  be  mea- 
fured  by  the  unbounded  hopes  of  the  fin- 
ner,  then  how  are  the  perfedlions  of  Dei- 
ty, and  the  equity  of  his  moral  govern- 
ment to  be  vindicated  ?  How  is  a  difcri- 
mination  to  be  made  between  the  righte- 
ous and  the  wicked,  "  between  thofe  who 
ferve  God  and  thofe  who  ferve  him  not?" 
Both  reafon  and  confcience  concur  in 
condemning  the  finners'  claim  to  the  mer- 
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Cy  of  God:  A  claim  fuggefted  by  aii^ 
dacious  hope,  and  founded  upon  princU 
pies  too  fallible,  to  afford  fuch  fecurityi 
as  can  bring  peace  to  a  mind  anxious  a- 
bout  futurity,  and  apprehenfive  of  juft 
retribution. 

Now,  if  this  fandy  foundation  be  the 
only  one  upon  which  the  religion  of  na- 
ture fupports  the  hopes  of  her  votaries,  let 
us  enquire,  whether  the  wifhes  of  the  hu- 
man heart  be  placed  upon  firmer  ground^ 
by  the  gofpel  itfelf,  according  to  a  late 
fajhionable  fyftem.  A  fyftem,  of  which  the 
chief  objedt  is  to  exclude  from  revela- 
tion the  atonement  of  Chrift,  that  grand 
and  capital  do6lrine,  which  hitherto,  ia 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  church,  was  not 
only  its  charadleriftical  diftin(5li6n,  but 
the  great  pillar  on  which  all  its  other  parts 
depend.  To  the  abettors  of  this  fyflem^ 
the  dodlrine  of  falvation  by  the  crofs,  in-^ 
flead  of  the  wifdom  of  God^  appears,  as 
much  as  ever  it  did  to  the  ancient  Jews 
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and  Greeks,  "  a  Jlumbliug  block  and  foolijb" 
^  nefsr 

To  enter  into  the  field  of  controverfy 
upon  this  fubjedl  belongs  not  to  my  de- 
fign:  Nor  is  it  neceflary:  Ability  and 
learning  and  eloquence  have  been  em- 
ployed in  its  defence,  at  leaft  in  an  equal 
meafure  to  any  which  have  been  oppofed 
to  it,  and  with  this  fingular  advantage, 
that  in  the  plain  fenfe  and  common  ac- 
ceptation of  words,  the  uniform  language 
of  fcripture  is  decidedly  in  it^  favour.  So 
much,  indeed,  is  this  the  cafe,  that  great 
ingenuity  and  fkill  in  criticifm  alone  can 
torture  them  into  a  different  meaning. 
^*  That  Chrift  fuffered  and  died  as  an  a- 
**  tonement  for  the  fins  of  mankind,"  fays 
a  late  polite  and  ingenious  lay- writer*, 
"  is  a  dodlrine  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  con- 
•'  ftantly  enforced,  through  every  part  of 
■^  the  New  Te (lament,  that  whoever  will 
'^  ferioufly  perufe  thefe  writings,  aad  de- 

*  Soame  Jenyns. 
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**  ny  that  it  is  there,  may  with  as  mnch 
**  reafon  and  truth,  after  reading  the 
"  works  of  Thucydides  and  Livy  aflert, 
"  that  in  them  no  mention  is  made  of 
"  any  fads  relative  to  the  hiftories  of 
"  Greece  and  Rome*'* 

In  behalf  of  this  moft  intcrefting  doc- 
trine, I  would  appeal,  not  merely  to  fo\ind 
criticifm  and  fair  interpreta,tion  of  fcrip- 
ture ;  I  wifh  it  to  be  tried  not  by  the  im- 
derftanding  jtnd  the  reafoning  powers  of 
the  mind  only,  but  alfo  by  the  feelings 
of  the  heart,  and  particularly  by  the  con- 
fciencc  of  a  (inner  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
guilt,  and  alarmed  by  the  thoughts  of  a 
judgment  to  come. — Defcribe  to  a  man 
of  refledlion,  in  that  (late  of  mind,  the 
plan  of  the  gofpel  when  ftripped  of  this 
dodrine  4  tell  him  of  the  fublimity  of  ita 
dodrines,  the  purity  and  excellence  of  its 
precepts,  and  the  awfiilnefs  of  its  (auc- 
tions ;  delineate  to  him  the  unexampled 
innocence  and  bene(icence  of  the  life  of 
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Its  blefled  Author,  the  aftonifhing  mag^ 
nanimity  and  fortitude  of  his  death,  not 
as  a  facrifice  for  fin^  but  as  a  tejiimony 
to  the  truth  of  his  doSrine  wd  mijjion  : 
Explain  to  him,  if  he  will  liften  to  you^ 
the  laboured  and  ingenious  criticifms  by 
which  you  remove  the  common  accepta- 
tion of  words,  and  prove  that  the  dodlrine 
of  the  atonement  has  no  place  in  the  fa*» 
cred  page.  But  what,  toay  hot  the  a- 
larmed  finner  juftly  reply,  does  all  this 
contribute  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  my 
troubled  mind  ?  The  purity  and  extent 
of  the  fyftem  of  duty  enjoined  by  the  go- 
fpel,  its  dreadful  fandlions,  and  the  fub* 
lime  character  of  its  Author  as  an  exam- 
ple, only  tend  to  exhibit  in  more  glaring 
colours,  the  imperfedlion  of  my  obedi- 
ence, the  greSatnefs  of  my  fins,  my  juft 
defert  of  punifhment,  and  my  total  inca- 
pacity of  making  any  fatisfadlion  to  di- 
vine juftice.  Tou  tell  me,  that  even  up- 
Qji  your  plan,    the   gofpel  contains   the 
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ftrongeft  aflurances  of  mercy  and  pardoit 
to  the  fincerely  penitent.  But  does  not 
the  fame  gofpel,  in  folemn  terms,  declare 
•'  That  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be-^ 
"  hold  iniquity,  that  he  will  nojt  acquit 
^^  the  guilty  ;  that  the  unrighteous  Ihall 
*'  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God ;  that 
^'  he  will  render  to  every  man  according 
**  to  his  deeds,  indignation  and  wrath, 
•^  tribulation  and  anguifh  upon  every 
"  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil."  Some 
way  there  muft  be,  if  the  gofpel  be  in- 
jleed  from  God,  of  reconciling  thofe  cout 
tradiclory  affertions.  Your  hypothefis 
does  it  not.  From  it  I  derive  no  folid 
fatisfadlipn  to  my  mind.  In  it  I  percei\^ 
no  foundation  upon  which  I  can  build 
my  hopes  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with 
God  in  any  confiftency  with  his  truth 
and  juftice,  with  the  harmony  of  his  perr 
fedions,  and  the  equity  of  his  governr 
ment.  On  the  contrary,  by  pointing  out 
the  parity  ajid  extent  of  the  divine  coto^ 
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Jnandments,  and  the  terrible  puniflimentS 
prepared  for  tranfgreflbrs,  it  only  fcrve$ 
to  render  my  condition  more  hopelefs  and' 
defperate. 

To  a  perfon  in  this  ftatc  of  mind,  what 
founds  can  be  fo  cheering,  fo  full  of  con- 
fblation  and  peace^  as  thofe  which  con- 
vey the  true  and  diftinguilhing  dodrine 
of  the  gofpel  ?  "  God  fo  loved  the  worlds 
**  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son^ 
*^  that  whofoever  believeth  on  him  fhould 
**  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting  life, — 
*'  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God$ 
"  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son 
**  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins; 
**  There  is  now  therefore  no  condcm- 
'*  nation  to  them  that  arc  in  Chrift  Jc- 
**  fus.  It  is  God  that  juftificth,  and  who 
"  can  condemn  ?** 

Where  was  there  ever  a  dodlrine  or  an 
idea  conceived  or  propofcd,  fo  wonderful- 
ly calculated  to  give  eafe  to  the  foul 
trembling  under  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilty 
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fts  tbat  which  U  contained  in  thefe,  and 
athonfand  other  paiTages  equally  explicit? 
Are  the  difficulties,  which  the  pride  of  hu-- 
man  reafon  fuggefts,  unfurmountable  ob^^ 
ftacles  to  the  reception  of  this  dodirine  I 
Shall  we  renounce,  wi^  difdain,  that  par- 
don of  fin  and  that  gift  of  eternal  lifcj 
which  nature  inoft  vehemently  folicits, 
becauie  oflfered  not  in  the  way  which  our 
fhallow  underftandings  propofe,  but  in 
that  which  infinite  wifdom  hath  chofen, 
as  the  purchafe  of  the  obedience  and 
death  of  the  Son  of  God  ? 

In  the  page  or  field  of  controverfy,  in  the 
warmth  of  angfy  theological  debate,  and 
eager  conteft  for  vidlory,  objedlions  may 
appear  formidable.  But  what  will  be  their 
afpedt  to  the  Chriftian,  in  his  hours  of  re- 
tirement and  ferious  refledion,  when  me- 
ditating upon  his  own  charadler  and  de- 
fert,  and  looking  forward  to  his  appear- 
ance in  the  prefence  of  his  Maker  ?  Then, 
be  alTured^   thefe  mountains  created  by 
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:pnAt  and  contention  will  dwindle  away 
into  nothing,  and  the  mind  will  return  to 
fentiments  more  becoming  its  condition. 
In  thefe  feafons,  the  qUeftions  which  ap- 
pear of  chief  iinportance  are  not  j  in  what 
myfteries  and  difficulties  is  this  doctrine 
involved,  but,  an  fhe  fcriptures  the  word  (f 
God?  and  is  this  doEtrine  of  the  atonement 
there  plainly  ajferted  and  maintained? 

Myfterioufnefs  undoubtedly  attends  it, 
but  myfteries  inexplicable  occur  in  eve- 
ry fa(5l  which  We  obferve  in  the  natiu-al 
world,  And  why  fhouid  we  prefume  to 
think  that  in  a  plan  fo  grand  and  fub- 
lime  as  that  of  the  recovery  of  a  loft  and 
periftiing  world,  there  ftiould  not  be  cir- 
cumftances,  which  our  very  limited  ui;i- 
derftandings  cannot  explain* 

If  fatisfied  that  it  is  the  dodrine  of  the 
word  of  God,  the  difficulties  attending  it, 
will  be  eafily  overcome ;  and  with  a  grate- 
ful joy  proportioned  to  its  value,  the  hum-* 

E 
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ble  Chriftian  will  accept  of  it  **  as  tbt  ufi^ 
"  JPeakable  gifi  ofGod""  for  falvation. 

One  ti^mark,  which  the  ferious  ccm- 
templation  of  this  fubjedt  fuggefts,  is  of 
iiich  importance  as  to  deferve  your  parti- 
cular attention ;  it  is  this :  That  the  idea 
of  God  reconciling  a  loft  and  guilty  world 
to  himfelf  through  the  medium  of  the  o- 
bedience  and  death  of  his  own  Son,  is  in 
itfelf  fo  fublime  and  fo  aftonilhing,  fo  faf 
removed  from  every  thing  which  ever 
had,  or  Could  be  fiippofed  to  have  enter- 
ed into  the  human  mind,  that  this  of  it- 
felf affords  a  ftrong  prefumption,  that 
from  human  invention  it  never  originat-* 
ed.  But  now  that  it  is  revealed  from 
God,  what  truth  can  bring  along  with  it 
fuch  peace  and  fecurity  to  the  heart  ?  In 
the  obedience  and  expiatory  facrifice  of' 
the  Son  of  God,  the  true  Chriftian  fees 
not  only  all  grovmd  of  fear  removed,  but 
the  moft  fublime  and  fatisfying  profpe<3:s 
opened  to  his  view,  he  beholds  all  the 
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perfeAions  of  the  divinity  harmonioufly 
engaged  in  his  behalf,  and  the  God  of 
liature  bearing  to  him  the  relation  of  a 
Father,  in  the  moft  endearing  fenfe  of  that 
expre({ion.  Full  of  this  idea  the  Chrifti- 
an  rifes  to  an  elevation  of  mind  and  cha- 
radler,  of  vrhiqh  otherwife  human  natur^ 
is  incapable.  Secured  in  the  divine  favour 
and  protefftion,  he  feels  himfelf  excited 
to  every  thing  great  and  noble  in  fenti- 
ment  and  adlion ;  and  reding  upon  this 
foundation,lie  calmly  but  cheerfully  looks 
forward  to  that  folemn  day  vyrhich  v^rill  dif- 
folve  his  connexion  with  the  world,  and 
admit  him  into  the  immediate  prefence 
and  enjoyment  of  his  God. 

If  fuch  are  the  happy  effeds  of  this 
doftrine,  and  fuch  the  confolation,  which, 
in  circumftances  the  moft  afFedling,  it 
brings  to  the  human  mind  j  if  in  paflages, 
without  number  of  the  fcriptures,  it  is 
moft  exprefsly  aflerted;  nay,  if  it  be  in- 
deed, what  it  appears  to  be,  the  cardinal 

Eij 
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point  upon  which  the  whole  fcheme  of 
revelation  turns ;  and,  finally,  if  it  not 
only  gives  no  encouragement  to  relaxa- 
tion of  morals,  but  brings  along  with  it, 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  affedling  motives 
to  holinefs  and  purity  of  heart  and  life ; 
then,  upon  what  principles  can  we  ac-r 
count  for  that  zeal,  which,  with  indefa- 
tigable perfeverance  labours  to  banifh  it 
from  the  ftandards  of  our  faith  ?  Let  it's 
enemies  prove  that  it  is  produdlive  of  any 
mifchievous  confequences  either  to  focie- 
ty  or  to  the  individual,  and  we  will  ex- 
cufe  their  hoftile  attempts.  On  this  point 
we  appeal  in  its  behalf  to  fa<5l  and  experi- 
ence. Look  around  you  in  life,  my  brer 
thren,  and  fay  from  your  own  ohfervation, 
whether  they  who  fincerely  believe  and 
confide  in  the  merits  of  the  Saviour  for 
acceptance  with  God,  are  lefs  peaceable^ 
induftrious,  and  ufeful  than  others,  a^ 
members  of  civil  fociety, — lefs  faithful, 
Jaboripus  and  refpedecl  as  minifters  of  re- 
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Kgion, — -lefs  confcientious  and  upright  la 
bufinefs,_lefs  attentive  and  affectionate 
in  fulfilling  the  various  duties  of  focia^ 
and  domeftic  life  ?  You  cannot  fay  fo ; 
you  know  that  the  very  reverfe  is  the 
truth*  It  is  impoffible  in  the  nature  of 
things,  but  that  it  muft  be  fo,  for  the 
faith  of  this  dodlrine  neceffarily  leads  to 
the  hatred  of  fin,  the  love  and  pradice  of 
holinefs.  "  The  grace  of  God,  that  bring- 
^*  eth  falvation,  hath  appeared  to  all  men; 
**  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs, 
*^  and  worldly  lulls,  we  fliould  live  fo- 
^  berly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  a  pre- 
*^  lent  world  *♦ 

*  Tit.  ii.  1 1.  la.  See  alfo  Rom  vi.  i .  Ja.  ii.  14,  l5V* 
A  multitude  of  other  paflages  to  the  fame  purpofe  oc- 
curs in  the  New  Tcftament.  Indeed,  one  great  ob- 
jeft  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  all  his  cpiftles,  is  to  fliew 
the  neceffary  and  infeparable  connexion  between  the 
:9ncere  belief  of  thi^  docbrine,  and  holmefs  of  heart 
^d  lif(^. 
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If  tBis  is  the  truth  as  feen  in  fa^  and 
idbieFvation,  where  is  the  benevolence  or 
Emnviity  of  attempting  to  deftroy  the 
peace  and  darken  the  profpedb  of  thou-^ 
&j}bds  of  ferious  and  good  minds,  founds 
cd  iEtp€0  this  dod^rine?  Could  we  fup- 
poie  it  e^en  a  dream,  a  mere  phantom  of 
the  imagination,  yet  if  it  is  not  only 
liarmlefs  but  beneficial,  is  there  not  cru- 
dity in  difturbing  it,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  awaken  the  mind  from  its  fancied  fecu- 
rity,  to  fear  and  doubt  and  perplexity? — 
But  let  us  not  be  too  much  alarmed; 
there  is  no  room  to  apprehend  that  thefc 
efforts,  however  zealoufly  condu<5led,  fhall 
operate  to  any  great  extent,  or  th^it  the 
now  fafhionable  hypothefis  flij^ll  be  of 
long  duration.  Like  many  other  opinions, 
which  have  had  their  fucceflive  days  of 
triumph  in  the  Chriftian  world,  it  will 
vanilh  and  be  forgotten ;  other  fy  ftems 
of  error  may  follow,  and  for  a  time  ob^ 
tain^  but  truth  is   powerful   and   fhall 
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tit  length  prevail.  When  wearied  with 
controverfy  and  mifrepfefentation,  men 
will  have  recourfe  to  the  fcriptures  in 
thdr  plain  and  obvious  meamng,  as  the 
only  llandard  of  faith^  and  as  containing 
the  only  fylletn  of  principles  which  is  a^ 
dapted  to  the  (late  and  circumftances  of 
fallen  and  guilty  man^  Human  pride  wiU 
bend  fubmiflive  before  the  oracles  of  di*t 
Irine  wifdom,  and  the  dodirine  of  ialva^ 
tionj  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  be  received 
with  joy  as  thd  wifdom  €Md  the  pfiwcr  tf 
Cod. 

The  third  propofition  mentioned  in  op* 
der  to  {hew  the  peculiar  aptitude  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation  to  the  ftate  and  cir- 
tumftances  of  man  is,  Tliat  he  has  a  con-» 
fcioufnefs  of  moral  obligation^  and  ideas 
bf  moral  excellence,  which  experience  tells 
him  he  never  can  by  his  own  efibrts  ful^ 
and  realize. 
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That  man  cannot  attain  to  that  cicet^ 
lence  of  charaAer,  of  which  his  mind  na»- 
turally  forms  the  idea,  is  evident  from 
-fedl  and  univerfal  experience.  The  mo- 
ral and  religious  fyftems  of  men,  guided 
by  the  light  of  nature  alone,  \fre  have  al- 
ready confidered,  and  found  them  to  be 
mod  defedlive  and  erroneous.  The  mo- 
-ral  feelings  of  men^  it  is  true,  mtift  cor- 
•refpond  with  their  ideas  of  duty,  and 
moral  obligation..  Yet  limited  and  inv- 
perfedl  as  were  thofe  of  the  ancients,  we 
find  many  of  the  beft  and  wifeft  among 
them,  acknowledging  the  infufficiency  of 
their  own  powers,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity  of  diviae  afliftance,  to  carry  them 
to  the  heights  of  even  that  virtue,  ot 
which  they  had  formed  the  conception. 
Nay,  it  is  well  known  to  have  been  a 
maxim  univerfally  received  even  among 
the  Heathens,  th^t  without  the  affiatus^  or 
infpiration  of  the  Divinity,  nothing  great 
in  fentiment  or  adlion  was  ever  attained 
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hj  man  *.  Such  is  the  natural  inftinAive 
fenfe  of  the  human  nxind^  of  its  own 
weaknefs  and  conftant  dependence  upon 
God !  But  if  fuch  were  the  convidtions 
of  men  whofe  ideas  of  moral  obligation 
were  fo  exceedingly  imperfedl,  what  muft 
be  thoie,  which  the  knowledge  of  the 
grand  and  perfedt  fyftem  of  duty  enjoin- 
ed by  the  gofpel  cannot  but  excite  ?  A  fyf- 
tem which,  taking  its  rife  from  God,  in- 
chides  every  relation  in  which  man  is  pla- 
ced, and  every  duty  which  thefe  relations 
infer,  which  ej^tends  even  to  the  regulation 
of  the  fecret  movements  of  the  heart  ? 

♦  Hymn  ofCUantbes^  iranjiated  by  Gilbfrt  Weft^  Efq. 
Yot  nor  in  earth,  nor  earth-cncircUng  floods. 
Nor  yon  ethereal  pole,  the  feat  of  gods, 
l&  ought  performed  wjthout  thy  aid  divine ; 
Strength,  wifdom,  ifirtye,  mighty  Jove,  are  thine. 

West's  Wprks,  Vol.  II,  p-  48. 

The  heroes  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  it  Is  well  known, 
acconipIi(hed  almoft  nothing  without  the  intprpoiition 
of  fome  deity. 
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Upon  taking  a  ferions  view  of  this 
great  plan  of  duty,  and  then  coroparing 
it  with  his  own  powers  and  capacities, 
who  will  prefume  to  fay  that  he  is  able  to 
realize  it  in  practice  ?  Folly  alone  can  give 
birth  to  fo  ^bfurd  and  prefumptuous  aa 
expectation.  Every  man  of  candour  will 
feel  and  acknowledge  the  decl2U*ation  of 
the  apoftle  Paul^  to  be  far  more  confo- 
nant  to  his  own  experience.  I  fee  a  law  in 
my  members^  warring  agmnft  the  law  of  my 
mind  J  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law 
of  Jin;  fo  that  when  I  would  do  good  evil  is  pre-' 
fent  with  i»^*.  ^  My  reafon  fees  and  ap» 
"  proves  that  which  is  good,  and  which 
"  the  gofpel  hath  enjoi^^d,  but  I  feel  its 
*'  authority  infinitely  too  weak  to  enforce 
^'  its  own  decifions,  Paflion  and  ^empta- 
^'  tion  lead  me  aftray,  and  I  yield  obedi^ 
"  ence  to  the  law  of  fin,  at  the  very  time 
*'  that  my  confcience  didates  unlimited 
^'  compliance  with  the  law  pf  Gpd.  In  ojv 

♦  Rom,  ipi.  25. 
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^'  pofitioa  to  my  better  judgment  I  rejeCt 
**  my  lawful  Sovereign,  and  obey  a  ty- 
"  rant  and  an  ufurper.  Though  an:  ad- 
"  mircr  of  Viitxie,  I  am  a  pitiful  Have  to 
"  vice,  and  in  every  flep  of  my  condu(5lf 
•*  my  own  mind  witnefTeth  againft  me. 
"  Wretched  maathat  I  am,  who,  or  what 
"  can  deli  vet  me  from  £b  deplorable  a  fi- 
"  tuation  ?"  Nothings  fays  the  voice  of 
his  experience,  nothing  fay  the  convic- 
tions of  his  underftanding,  but  the  power 
of  that  God,  who  originally  gave  hin^ 
exiflence. 

But  however  much  the  natural  feelings 
of  its  neceflity  may  diftate  a  wifli  for  fuch 
aid^  where,  fave  in  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
is  there  a  Shadow  of  hope,  far  lefs  fecuri- 
ty,  that  it  will  be  afforded  ?  With  what 
infinite  fatisfa<5Hon  then,  will  the  ferious 
mind  liften  to  the  gracious  declarations 
of  the  Son  of  God :  "  That  he  was  mani- 
*'  fefted  not  merely  to  expiate  the  guilt  of 
**  fin,  but  to  deftroy  its  dominion  in  the 

Fij 


(  44-  ) 
"foul;  not  only  to  procure  for  idan  i 
"  title  to  the  divinfe  favour,  but  to  qua- 
"  lify  him  for  its  enjoyment.  He  cdme 
**  to  deftroy  the  Tfork  of  the  devil" — td 
undo  the  unhappy  eflfedls  of  man's  origi- 
nal ap'ollacy;  to  remove  that  depravity  of 
nature  which  it  introduced ;  to  reftore  td 
the  foul  thofe  moral  excellencies  which 
conftituted  the  image  of  its  Maket ;  and 
to  train  up  the  man^  in  a  progreflivd 
courfe  of  improving  virtue,  into  a  fitnefs 
for  admiffion  into  a  ftate  of  felicity  con-^ 
genial  to  his  rational  and  moral  capaci^ 
ties. 

The  immediate  agent,  by  \^hom  thefe 
grand  and  noble  objeds  are  accomplifh- 
ec^  we  are'  taught  by  the  gofpel,  is  the 
third  of  the  facred  Three,  who  bear  re-*- 
cord  in  heaven ;  that  blcfTed  Spirit  of 
grace,  whom^  under  the  characEter  of  the 
Comforter,  Chrilt  promifed  to  fupply  the 
want  of  his  perfbnal  prefence,  to  convincb 
^  fi^^  9f  rigbteoufnefs  and  judgment^   and 
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t»  IfeJid  men  to  the  knowledge,  Ibve,  and 
obedience  of  the  truth*  It  is  the  general 
aflertion  of  our  Lord,  that  ^  except  a  man 
^  be  bom  of  thie  Spirit^  he  cahnot  enter 
**  into  the  kingdom  of  God  *."  It  ia  by 
die  fecret  but  efiedhiai  energy  of  this  xli^ 
Tine  Agtnt,  that  an  entire  chaise  is  pro- 
duced upon  the  natural  diipo&ion,  and 
a  new  charadef  formed^  of  \rhich  the 
particular  featuws  are  e±hibited  in  the 
gofpel,  and  o^en  defcribed  by  its  mini- 
(lers  in  the  detail. 

In  general,  the  greit  work  of  the 
Spirit  is,  to  enlighten  the  underftand- 
ing  to  difcem,  and  incline  the  will 
to  cqnfent  to  the  pure  and  fpiritual  fyC* 
tern  of  th«  gofpel :  To  give,  to  the  da^ 
cifions  of  the  judgment,  authority  and 
force,  and  to  fubjedl  the  affeAions  and 
paflions  to  its  cbntroul :  To  .preferve  the 
powers  of  the  mind  in  their  due  rank  and 
fubordination,  and  dired  them  iato.lhe 

*  John  lii.  5. 
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jproper  channel  for  promoting  the;  gi'eai; 
ends  for  which  they  were  given, — the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  eternal  happineis  of 
the  fouL  For  this  purpofe.we  are  taught; 
that  when  received  into  our  heaits^  he 
purifies  them  and  renders  them  ^  fit  ha-^ 
bitation  for  himfelf ;  he  affifts  our  defirea 
and  endeavours,  kftec  religious  improve-* 
ment,  and  renders  cfic(5tuaU  for.  accom- 
plifhing  the  ends  of  their  inftitution,  all 
the  ordinances .  of  the  gofpeU  He  efta-j 
biilhes  our  minds  in  the  true  knowledge 
and  faith  of  divine  truth;  gives  purity  to 
our  defires,  fpirituality  to  our  affed^ ons; 
and  fervour  to  our  devotion*  '  He  affords 
diredlion  in  difficulties,  comfort  in  afflic* 
tion,  defence  againft  temptation:  He  gives 
to  the  confciencf,  that  peace  of  God  which 
pafTeth  underflanding ;  and  which  even 
the  terrors  of  death  cannot  fhake.  His  o* 
perations  are  filent  and  invifible,  yet  their 
effc(5ls  upon  the  mind  and  charader  af- 
ford certain  evidence  of  their  exiflence  j 
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-ttnd  what  thde  are  the  fcriptures  have  told 
XL%  "  love,  joy,  peace,  gentlenefi,  meeknefs, 
goodnefs,''  and  in  a  word,  all  the  mild  an4 
amiable  virtues  which  reftore  in  man  the 
likenefs  of  his  Maker,  and  form  the  Chri^ 
(tian  to  the  life  of  heaven  even  while  on 
earth. 

This  dodtrine  has  been  objedled  to,  on 
Account  of  its  myfterious  and  inexplicable 
nature.  And  in  fo  far  as  regards  the  man-' 
ntr  of  the  Spirit's  operations  upon  the  hu* 
plan  mind,  it  is  admitted  to  be  inexplica* 
ble.  This  is  allowed  by  our  Saviour  him- 
fclf  in  his  converfation  with  Nicodemus  *. 
But  the  difficulty  of  accounting  for  a  fadl, 
is  no  argmnent  againft  its  adhial  exiftence; 
otherwife  there  is  not  one  fadl  in  the  na- 
tural world  which  might  not  be  difputed. 
We  often  know  that  there  does  exift  a  con- 
nexion between  caufes  and  their  effects, 
when  the  nature  and  manner  of  that  con* 
pexion,  and  the  reafon  why  the  one  fhould 

•  John  iii.  8, 
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immediately  follow  the  other  we  cannoji^ 
explain*  We  know  afluredly  that  in  mai\, 
pxind  adls  upon  hody?  but  h,OYr  it  does  (6^ 
reafopi  and  philofophy  \^ill  fcarcelypretend 
tQ  tell  us.  If  this  fadl  then,  ho'v^ever  dark 
and  ine:5plicable^  nxuft  be  ^dmi^ed,  why 
ihould  it  be  thought  incredible,  that  min4 
ihoui4  a^  upon  w^d? — And  prefumptu- 
9ully  to  deny,  that,  that  s^m^ghty  Spir^ 
who  gave  exiftcn^e  to  all  Q^her  beings  corr 
noreal  and  incorporeal,  who  uphold?  an4 
governs,^  who  ai^uates  ^d  pervades  the 
whole»  cannot  and  does  not  a<Sl  u]j)on  th^ 
human  foul,  is  asi  little  ccMjibrn^j^ble  to  the 
expc(^a^ipua  of  n?^tijre  s^nd  the  didlates  of 
found  philofophy,  as  it  is  to  the  conftant 
uniform  language  of  fcripti^re^ 

It  is  farther  objedled,  that  this  dodlriuQ 
is  inconfiflent  >with  the  freedom  of  hu-^ 
inan  agency;  But,  from  coufidering  the 
nature  and  objects  of  the  operations  of  th^ 
§pirit,  the  v?ry  reverfe  appears  to  be  th^ 
taruth*     He  neither  deprives  the  foul  of  a- 
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ny  of  its  natural  faculties,  nor  fuperfedes 
the  ufe  of  them.  He  only  preferyes  them 
in  their  juft  fubordination,  and  gives  to 
the  underftan^ing  that  authority  and  de- 
cifion,  which  are  neceflary  to  its  purfu- 
ing  with  freedom  and  eflfedl,  its  pro- 
per objedls.  "  If  be  worketh  in  us,"  i^: 
is  only  that  **  we  may  both  will  and 
**  do  that  which  is  well-pleafing  to  God,*' 
and  conducive  tQ  our  own  higheft  an4 
beft  intereft.  And  who  is  fo  free  as 
he  who  feels  himlelf  emancipated  fronj 
the  Ihan^eful  ]t>ond^ge  pf  fin,  and  who 
has  voluntarily  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
his  Maker.  **  The  man  whom  the  Son  of 
"  God  hath  made  free,  muft  be  free  in- 
''  deed;* 

Impious  wits  and  libertines  hav^  pre- 
fumed  to  exhibit  this  dodlrine  of  the  in- 
fluences of  the  Spirit,  in  forms  as  ridicu- 
lous as  they  are  profane.  But  by  fuch 
attempts,  they  only  expofe  the  depravity 
•of  their  own  hearts,  their  ignorance  qf 
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humi^n  nature,  and  their  fhocking  ingra-t 
titude  to  God,  for  theffe  much  nee4ed  in-r 
terpofitions  of  his  grace. 

And  now,  let  me  aflc,  what  there  is,  in 
the  (late  and  ci;-cumftances  ctf  man,  whigh 
can  vindicate  the  rejedlion  of  this  moft 
precious  doiSlrine  ?  Who  can  reflect  up- 
on the  hiftory  of  ages  that  are  pad,  or 
look  around  him  into  real  Ufe  at  prefent^ 
and  obferve  the  general  prevalence  of  de^ 
pravity  and  vice  among  mankind,  toge* 
ther  with  the  abfolute  inefficiency  of  or-s^ 
dinary  teachers  for  their  reformation,  and 
not  acknowledge  the  neceffity  of  another 
and  more  powerful  in(lru£tor  ?  Or,  ^ha 
can  attend  to  his  own  experience  of  the 
extreme  imbecility  of  his  nature,  as  well 
as  the  infcnfibility  and  averfenefs  of  his 
mind  to  fpiritual  and  divine  things,  and 
not  cpnfefs  his  entire  dependence  upon 
the  grace  of  God,  rejoice  in  the  offers  of 
it  made  in  the  gofpel,  and  with  earned- 
n?f3,  propprtipned  to  the  value  of  the 
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gift,  implore  that  it  may  be  vouchfafed 
to  him  ?  As  to  the  reai  Cbriftian^  he  needs 
no  other  argument  than  his  own  experi- 
fence.  By  the  happy  effeds  which  he 
hath  produced  upon  his  heart  and  lifei 
the  Spirit  of  God  witntjfctb  to  bis  fpiriiy  the 
certainty  of  his  divitte  in^uenees.  They 
ure  the  foundation  of  his  confidence,  the 
fource  of  his  comfort  and  hope.  Con^^ 
duAed  by  this  infallible  guide,  he  trufts 
to  be  enabled  to  advance  in  thofe  paths  of 
pleafantnefs  and  peace,  which  lead  to  the 
manfions  of  eternal  joy. 

Thus,  from  the  effedhial  aid  which  it  af- 
fords, we  difcover j  how  admirably,  in  this 
refpecSl  alfo,  the  gofpel  is  adapted  to  the  cir- 
immftances  and  neceffitiesof  human  nature* 

The  fourth  propofltion  nientioned  in 
order  to  fhew  the  aptitude  of  the  gofpel 
to  the  ftate  and  circumftances  of  man  is, 
*rhat  he  is  fubjecSed  to  many  unavoidable 
evils,  for  which,  upon  the  principles  of 

Gij 
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i'eafori,  he  can  neither  account^  nor  dii> 
cover   any   important    good   purpofe   to 
^hich  they  tend. 

In  no  point  of  view,  perhaps,  does  the 
gofpel  wear  a  more  pleafing  afpeft,  or  ap- 
pear more  exquifitely  fuited  to  the  necef- 
fitiefe  of  our  nature,  and  in  none  doe6  it 
manifeft  a  niore  glorious  fuperiority  OYci 
all  the  fyftems  of  reafon  and  philofophy, 
than  in  the  confolations  Which  it  affords 
to  the  afflidled  inind.  Comfort!  in  afflict 
tion  was  on6  gteat  obje<5l  of  ancient  phi-- 
lofophy,  to  the  attainment  of  which  its 
moft  flrenuous  efforts  were  diredled ;  but 
never  did  it  more  completely  fall,  or  ap 
pear  with  a  more  mortifying  inferiority. 
It  was  impoffible  that  in  this  attempt  it 
could  fucceed.  While  ignorant  of  the 
true  caufe  and  origin  of  evil,  while  a 
ftranger  to  the  belief  of  a  particular  over^ 
ruling  Providence,  but  efpecially  while 
deftitute  of  all  rational  and  well-founded 
hopes  in  the  rewards  of  futurity,  upon 
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what  balls  could  philofbphy  rear  a  folld 
fabric  of  comfort  ?  Its  boafted  confola- 
tions^  accordingly,  we  find  to  be  little 
better^  than  either  unmeaning  declama-^ 
tion^  or  the  arrogant  di<5lates  of  a  pride 
that  was  never  made  for  man.  Bring 
them,  to  the  teft  of  real  life  and  experi-* 
tnce,  and  their  emptinefs  will  immedi- 
ately appear^  Try  the  influence  of  any^ 
or  all  of  them  imited,  to  bring  comfort 
to  a  man  labouring  under  the  complicate 
ed  ills  of  pain,  poverty,  and  grief;  and 
judge  by  the  effedl.  Tell,  him  with  one 
fe<El  of  philofophers,  that  thefe  evils  un- 
der which  he  groans,  are  in  fadl  no  evih^ 
and  are  founded  only  in  imagination ; 
that  in  every  fituation  of  human  life, 
however  wretched  and  miferable  in  ap- 
pearance, and  however  deflitute  of  hope 
in  a  future  ftate,  ftill  to  the  wife  and  good 
man,  virtue  is  its  own  fufficient  rev^ard : 
Or,  with  another  fedl,  tell  him  that  the 
evils  of  life  are  vatvtlj  fortuitous^  the  effedl 
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df  blind  chance,  or  of  an  undidingnifhihg^ 
irrefiftible  fate,  and  that  to  repine  is  vain  ^ 
can  you  think  that  aflertions  like  tKefe 
will  foothe  the  anguifh  of  an  afili<5^ed 
mind,  will  not  every  fufferer  to  whom 
they  are  addrefled,  regard  thein  tather  as 
infnlts  added  to  his  mifery  ? 

Compare,   with   thefe  iliggeftions    of 
Jphilofophy,  the  clear  and  confident,  the 
grand  and  fublime  Confolations  of  the 
gofpel ;  and  upon  the  ifliie  even  of  that 
comparifon,  I  fliould  willingly  reft  the 
argument  for  the  truth  and  divine  Origi-^ 
nal  of  otir  holy  religion.     In  the  difco- 
Verics  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  what  is 
there  wanting,  which  the  iinderftanding 
requires,  or  the  heart  of  man  feels  to  be 
neceflaty  for  his  comfort  under  affliction  ^ 
In  the  gofpel,  we  arc  taiight  to  believe, 
that  not  by  general  laws  originally  efta- 
blifhedi  but  by  a  particular  watchful  ad- 
miniftration,  the  Almighty  prefides  ovei" 
the  univerfej— that  the  care  of  this  Pro- 
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vidence  extends  not  to  ^eat  and  imparts 
ant  events  alone,  the  intereft  of  nationS| 
or  the  rife  and  fall  of  dates,  but  to  every 
the  minuteft  concern  of  the  meanefl  in-^ 
4ividual, — that  all  being  his  creatures,  are 
the  objcdls  of  his  care,  and  that  the  infi- 
nitude of  their  number  produces  no  anxi^^ 
etjr  or  confafion  in  the  divine  under* 
Handing.  ^*  Not  a.  fparrow  can  fall  to 
**  the  ground  without  his  knowledge,  and 
**  even  the  hairs  upon  our  head  are  all 
**  numbered  by  him  *." 

In  the  direction  of  human  affairs  ac- 
cording to  our  Saviour's  dodrine,  no* 
thing  is  fortuitous,  or  contingent,  and 
nothing  left  to  the  uncontrouled  opera- 
tion of  fecond  caufev.  Means  and  their 
effeds  as  well  in  the  mor^l,  as  natural 
world  are  in  the  hands  of  ;he  fovereiga 
Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  and  arranged  bf 
him,  in  that  precife  manner,  which  infi- 
nite Wiftiom  knows  to  be  beft  calculated 

*  Matth.  X.  29*  '         '^ 
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foi»  promoting  his  own  glory,  and  the  gc^ 
neral  good  of  his  intelligent  offspring. 

Thefe  are  truths,  as  fublime  ^  they  are 
important,  to  which  the  underftanding 
gives  its  wilUng  affent,  and  on  which  it 
repofes  with  confidence  and  fecurity.  But 
our  bleffed  Saviour  hath  given  a  ftill  more 
pleafing  vi,ew  of  divine  Providence,  and, 
a  yet  more  comfortable  diredlion  to  the 
faith  of  his  difciples.  H^  taught  them  to 
regard  God  as  bearing  to  them  the  moft 
amiable  and  moft  endearing  chara^ler  in 
which  he  was  ever  reprefented  to  man, 
even  that  of  a  Father  tender  and  affedlir 
onate,  taking  a  particular  concern  in  aU 
that  regards  them,  ordering  every  circum- 
ftance  in  their  lot,  :ind  caufing  even  thof^ 
difpenfations  of  bis  Providence,  which  to 
them  may  appear  moft  dark,  or  which 
they  may  feel  moft  diftrefsful,  effe(5lual- 
ly  to  promote  their  higheft  moral  im* 
prQvemenu  "  Let  not  your  hearts  bp 
*'  troubled,''  faid  he   to  his  immediate 
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difciples  in  the  hour  of  their  farrow,  and 
the  fame  exhortation  he  is  to  be  confider- 
cd  as  addreffing  to  his  faithfvJ  followers  in 
all  ages,  "  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  alfo 
^*  in  me."  Read,  my  brethren,  the  cqnfo- 
latory  difcourfe  of  which  thefe  words  are 
the  introdudion,  attend  to  the  various  fub- 
lime  ibnrces  of  conjfort  which  are  therein 
opened  up,  and  by  thefe  fpecimens  judge 
of  the  confolations  which  the  gofpel  at 
large  holds  forjh  to  the  diftreffed.  What 
fimplicity,  what  majefty,  what  authority 
is  confpicuous  in  every  fentence  of  that 
admirable  difcourfe  !  Who  that  is  capa- 
ble of  relifliing  the  beautiful  and  pathe- 
tic, or  of  admiring  the  grand  and  fub- 
lime  can  perufe  it,  in  a  ferious  and  efpe- 
cially  in  an  afflidled  hour,  without  feel- 
ing the  moft  lively  emotions  of  hope  and 
joy  excited  within  him  ?  Even  tafte  and 
fenfibility,  abftrading  from  devotion, 
mud  lead  to  the  acknowledgment,  that 
this  difcourfe  could  have  proceeded  from 

H 


(    58    ) 
none   other,    than   one   who    intimately 
knows  the  rcceffes  ot  the  human  hearty 
and    is   able   to   afford  a  remedy  to  its 
heavieft  woes  ? 

To  fpecify,  in  the  detail,  the  various 
fources  of  confolation  which  the  gofpel 
exhibits  to  the  Chriftian  mourner,  would 
require  a  feparate  difcourfe,  or  rather  a 
feries  of  difcourfes.  The  gofpel  indeed, 
to  every  one  who  ferioufly  examines  its 
nature  and  tendency,  will  appear  to  be 
what  its  name  imports ;  good  news ^  tidings 
of  great  joy  to  all  people ;  but  it  is  in  an 
efpecial  manner  addreffed  to  the  poor,  the 
perfecutcd,  the  afflidled;  and  to  give  them 
confolation  and  hope,  is  one  of  its  prima- 
ry objedls.  The  office  affigned  to  its  di^^ 
vine  Author  in  ancient  prophetic  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  charafter,  and  which  he  both 
applied  to  himfelf,  and  literally  fulfilled, 
was  "  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek, 
"  — to  bind  up  the  broken  in  heart, — to 
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"  eomfort  all  that  mourn  *.*'  "  Comfe 
"  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  hea*- 
"  vy  laden,  and  I  will  gire  you  reft  f/' 
was  his  own  kind  and  gracious  invita- 
tion. And  where  can  the  tofled,  per*- 
plexed,  agitated  foul  find  peace,  but  in 
the  blefTed  aflylum  which  he  hath  opened 
in  the  gofpeU 

For  the  greateft  miferies  to  which  hu*- 
man  nature  is  fubjedled, — ignorance y  ccn^ 
fclous  guilty  and  moral  imbecility ^  we  have  al- 
ready feen  the  noble  and  efTedlual  reme- 
dies which  it  hath  provided.  And  as  to 
afflidlion  arifing  from  other  caufes,  none 
can  be  fo  fevere  and  oppreflive,  as  that  a 
balance,  and  more  than  a  balance  to  them 
is  not  afforded,  by  the  dodlrines,  the  pro- 
mifes,  and  fublime  profpedls  of  the  gofpel. 

To  go  through  the  melancholy  cata- 
logue of  human  ills  is  needlefs  ;  however 
varied  and  however  aggravated,  in  the 
confolations  of  the  gofpel  a  remedy  is  to 

♦  If.  Ixi.  I.  and  Luke  iv.  i5.  l^c.        f  Matth.  xi.  28. 

Hij 
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be  fotind  for  them  alL  Of  thefe  confok-* 
tions  thi^  is  the  f\iin._Thcir  father  in 
heaven  fends  trials  and  affli^ions  to  his 
people,  becaufe  he  loves  them :  He  pro- 
portions the  degree  of  their  fufferings  to 
t/rhat  he  knows  to  be  neceflkry  in  order 
to  carry  forward  their  (piritual  improve- 
ment :  He  encourages  them  to  fpread 
their  wants  before  him,  and  enjoy  the  ex- 
quiiite  fatisfadlion  of  pouring  out  their 
complaints  into  his  compaffionate  bofom : 
He  affords  the  fupporting  aids  of  his 
grace,  in  a  meafure  correfponding  to  the 
feverity  of  their  trials,  and  he  gives  them 
affurance^  that,  however  affliftive  and  di- 
ftrefling,  "  they  fhall  yet  work  out  for 
"  them  a  far  more  exceeding,  even  an  e- 
"  ternal  weight  of  glory." 

How  cold  and  coinfortlefs  ai^e  the  re- 
fined confolations  of  philofophy^  )n  Com- 
parifon  of  thefe  noble  and  refrefhing 
truths?  It  is  impoflible  not  to  feel  for 
thofe   who  had  no  better  to    produce. 
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When  we  fee  labour,  ingentiity,  and  elo- 
quence employed,  by  the  great  matters  of 
reafoning  in  ancient  titnes,  upon  this  fub- 
jedl ;  when  we  behold  them  turning  on 
every  fide  for  comfort,  and  laying  hold 
of  every  circumftance  which  reafon  could 
f^ggeft  to  reconcile  them  to  the  evils  of 
life;  and  the  refult  of  their  painful  re- 
fearch  to  be  only  darknefs,  gloom,  and 
uncertainty ;  we  can  fcarcely  help  drop- 
ping a  tear  of  pity  over  their  Unhappy  fi- 
tuation.  But,  "  Bleffed  are  our  eyes,  for 
**  they  fee,  and  our  ears,  for  they  hear^' 
what  thefe  great  and  wife  men  with  tran- 
fport  would  have  feen  and  heard,  but 
were  not  fo  highly  favoured* 

**  Bleffed  art  thou,  O  fmcere  believer 
"  in  the  gofpel,  for  to  thee,  thy  Saviour 
"  hath  revealed  all  that  is  neceffary  to 
"  reconcile  thee  to  thy  lot,  however  pain- 
"  fill  and  diftrefling.  Much  thy  heaven- 
**  ly  father  may  call  thee  to  fuffer,  in  the 
**  courfe  of  his  righteous  adminiftration  j 
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all  ages  and  nations ;  among  the  ignorant 
and  rude,  as  well  as  the  informed  and 
cultivated. 

Whence  hath  it  arifen  ?  From  the  con- 
clufioiis  of  reafbn  and  the  deductions  of 
lirgument  ?  Such  never  was  nor  could  be 
the  fource  of  any  one  general  opinion  or 

perfuafion. For  reafontng^  the  great  body 

pf  mankind  have  neither  leifure  nor  ca- 
pacity, ^With  abftra^  arguments  they  are 
totally  unacquainted,  and  when  propofed 
to  them  they  have  no  force  or  effe<fl  upon 

their  minds, As  to  the  immortality  of 

the  foul,  it  is  certain,  that  fb  far  was  the 
belief  of  it  from  originating  from  learn^ 
ing  and  philofophy,  that  fcepticifm  with 
refpecfl  to  it  never  prevailed,  till  it  be-^ 
came  the  fubjeCl  of  reafoning  and  argu^ 
mentation. 

We  are  forced,  therefore,  to  feek  for 
another  and  more  probable  fource  of  this 

univerfal  perfuafion. And  no  opinion, 

on  this  point,  feems  to  be  fo  well  fup^ 
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J^drted  as  that  of  thofe  wiio  maintain  that 
the  dodlrine  of  immortality  is  co-eval 
with  man  himfelf,  that  it  was  conveyed 
-to  him  at  his  creation,  by  the  Author  of 
'his  being,  and  handed  down  by  tradition 
through  fucceflive  generations^ 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  farther  we.  trace 
back  the  hiftory  of  the  human  race,  the 
deeper  and  firmer  we  find  the  belief  to 
have  been  of  this  great  principle  of  reli*- 
gion  and  morals* 

But  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  all  tra*- 
ditional  knowledge,  the  farther  it  removes 
from  its  fource,  the  more  it  will  .be  cor-- 
rupted  in  its  purity,  and  impaired  in  its 
influence^ 

And  fuch  was  the  f^te  of  the  dodlrine 
under  confideration.  It  degenerated  from 
age  to  age,  till  at  length,  about  the  time  of 
our  Saviour's  appearance^  it  was  clothed 
in  fuch  extravagant  forms,  and  fo  disfi- 
gured by  the  abfurdities  of  vulgar  fu- 
perdition  or  poetical  fi<5lion,  that  men  of 
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/ebfe  a&d  refle<5Uon  were  afhaiheci  to  adopt 
it  into  their  fyftetns  of  belief.  Unwilling, 
however,  to  renounce  entirely  the  hopefi 
of  nature,  philofbphers  enquired  with  un^ 
remitting  ftudy,  what  fupport  and  encou- 
ragement they  could  derive  from  reafon 
itfelf,  in  behalf  of  an  opinion  fo  conge- 
nial to  the  noblefl  ambition  of  man. 

To  this  moft  intcrefting  fubjedl,  they 
appear  to  have  given  the  whole  force  of 
their  minds,  and  all  their  great  powers  of 
teafoning.  Every  argument  which  the 
nature  and  faculties  of  the  human  foul^ 
and  their  ideas  of  Deity  could  fuggeft, 
Ivere  confidered  and  weighed  with  all  the 
attention  and  care  which  genius  and  un- 
wearied application  Could  infpire  and  be-^ 
flow*  And  what  was  the  refult  ?  Greater 
hefita^on^  doubtfulnefs,  and  perplexity, 
than  exifted  before. 

Nor  would  this  appear  in  the  leaft  fiir- 
prifing,  did  the  limits  of  this  difcourfe  ad- 
init  of  an  inveftigation  of  the  argument^^ 
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whether  phyfical  or  moral,  upon  which 
they  retted  the  proof  of  immortality. 

Certain  it  is  that  they  ferved  not  to 
l)ring  convidlion  to  the  underftanding, 
or  to  ettabliih  the  minds  of  even  thofe 
who  employed  them,  in  the  belief  of  this 
great  fundamental  principle.  This  is  ^d-? 
mitted  by  an  elegant  modern  hiftorian, 
who  will  not  be  accufed  of  prejudice  a- 
gainft  them.  "  The  writings  of  Cicero," 
fays  he,  "  reprefent  in  moft  lively  colours, 
*'  the  ignorance,  the  errors,  and  the  im- 
"  certainty  of  the  ancient  philofopher^, 
"  with  refpeft  to  the  immortality  of  the 
**  foul.  When  they  are  defirous  of  arm- 
**  ing  their  difciples  againft  the  fears  of 
•*  death,  they  inculcate  as  an  obvious  tho' 
^  melancholy  pofition,  that  the  fatal  ftrdke 
"  of  our  diflblution  releafes  us  from  the 
"  calamities  of  life,  and  that  they  can  no 
"  longer  fuffer  who  no  longer  exift:  *•" 

*  Gibbon's  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  Vol.  I.  p  556.  4to.  edit. 
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Compare  this  dark  and  difmal  ftate  of 
mind  in  the  moft  enlightened  of  men  guid- 
ed by  reafon  alone,  with  the  clear  views, 
undaunted  fortitude,  and  affured  hopes  of 
the  firft  Chriftians  in  midft  of  the  fuffer- 
ings,  dreadful  to  nature,  to  which  they 
were  expofed. 

"  We  are  troubled  on  every  fide,"  fays 
the  apoftle  Paul  of  himfelf  and  his  fel- 
low difciples,  "  yet  not  diftreflcd;  we  are 
**  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair ;  perfecut- 
^'  ed,butnotforfakcn;  call  down,  but  not 

*'  deftrqyed ; for  we  know,  that  if  the 

^*  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were 
*'  difTolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God, 
**  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
"  in  the  heavens  f.'* 

Contrail  the  fentim^nts  of  Socrates  with 
thofe  of  that  apoftle  when  placed  in  the 
fame  circumftances,  and  mark  the  differ- 
ence, **  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  up," 
fays  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  "  and  the  time  of 

I  2  Cor.  iv.  8,  9.  and  chap.  v.  i. 
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"  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  hax^c  fou^h^ 
*'  a  good  fight,  I  have  finilhed  my  courfe, 
"  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there 
"  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown'  of  righteouC- 
"  nefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous 
"  Judge  will  give  me  at  that  day  *.  For 
**  me  to  live  is  Chrift,"  faid  he  in  ano- 
ther place,  "  and  to  die  is  gain  f." 

And  fee  in  what  fublime  and  animat- 
ing ftrains  he  writes,  not  merely  of  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  but  of  the  refur- 
redion  of  the  body,  and  its  exaltation  to 
a  pure  and  ^iritual  mode  of  exiftence, 
exempt  from  fuffering  and  decay,  and 
qualified  for  being  the  habitation  of  the 

foul  perfedled  in  holinefs  and  glory. 

^'  This  corruption,'*  fpeaking  of  the  bo- 
dy, "  muft  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
■*  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality ,_then 
**  (hall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that 
*^  is  written.  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in 
**  vidory. O  death,  where  is  thy  lling, 

*  2  Tim.  iv.  6.  C*..  f  rhil.  I  2U 
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^  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vidory  !''  Butj 
read  the  whole  of  the  uoble  difcourfe  up- 
on this  grand  and  interefting  fubjedl,  con- 
tained in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Firfl 
Jlpiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  and  then  fay 
whether  inch  ideas  concerning  the  invi- 
fible  world,  could  ever  have  entered  intp 
^he  unaflifted  mind  of  man. 

The  contraft  might  be  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent,  but  I  fhall  fblicit  your  at- 
tention to  two  other  paffages  only,  in 
which  it  is  complete. 

^^  I  have  great  hopes,"  faid  Socra^s  to 
Jiis  judges^  ^^  that  this  fentence  of  con- 
^  demnation  may  be  to  my  advantage. — 
^  For  either  in  death  all  our  fenfations 
^  are  extinguifhed^  and  then  it  is  like 
"  the  repofe  of  a  quiet  fleep  undifturbed 
'^  by  dreams ;  or  elfe  it  is  a  departure  in- 
^*  to  another  ftate  whether  tliey  who  have 
**  left  the  world  are  already  gone.  And 
**  if  this  be  the  cafe^  is  it  nothing,  think 
^*  you,  to  talk  with  Orpheus,  and  Mu- 
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**  faeus,  and  Hofaaer,  and  Hefiod  ?  1 
"  could  die  many  times  to  enjoy  the 
"  pleafnre  of  fuch  cohverfationB*" 

Who  can  read  this  pailage  and  not  feel 
for  this  wife  and  excellent  Heathen,  thus 
ttprei&ng  the.  hopes  of  nature,  and  thus 
uncertain  concerning  their  accomplifh* 
ment. 

But  attend  to  the  animated  teprefenta-^ 
tions  giren  by  tlie  apoftle  Paul  of  the  fub- 
lime  fociety,  which  heaven  will  aflbrd  td 
the  Chriftian,  He  fpeaks  of  it  with  e-^ 
qual  ailurance,  as  if  he  and  they  to  whom 
he  addrefl  himfelf,  had  been  alresldy  in- 
troduced into  the  bright  affembly,  **  Xt 
**  are  come  unto  Mottnt  Zion^  and  tultd 
"  the  city  of  the  living  Ood,  the  heavenly 
**  Jenifalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  com-^ 
**  pany  of  angels  \  to  the  general  aflem- 
"  bly  and  church  of  the  firft-born  which 
"  are  written  in  heaven^  and  to  God  the 
"  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft 
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^^  men  made  perfedl,  and  to  Jefus    tlltf 
"  mediator  of  the  new  covenant  *.*' 

Such  are  the  profpedls  which  the  gd-- 
Ipel  opens  up,  and  fuch  the  hopes  which 
it  holds  forth  to  animate  the  labours,   t6 
^oo^h^  the  afflidlions,  and  to  fupport   the 
patient  perfeverance  in  well-doings  of  aU 
who  receive  it  as  a  rule  of  faith.      PrcM. 
Ijpedts  thefe  and  hopes,  derived  not  from 
the  fallible  conclufions  of  reafon,  not  from 
the  fond  wifhes  of  an  afpiring  mind,  but 
founded  on  the  teftimdny  of  the  infpired 
oracles  of  God,     Upon  this  inamoveable 
-bafis  refls  the  whole  fabrick  of  our  belief 
concerning  the  exiftence  of  the  foul  after 

death:-~the  refurredlion  of  the  body a 

day  of  general  judgment the  future  tor- 
ments of  the  wicked,  and  the  glorious  im- 
mortal rewards  of  the  righteous^ 

Thefe  grand  and  moil  aflrecling  doc- 
trines are  revealed,  not  in  the  language 
of  mere  affirmation  only,  but  in  fo  great 

*  Heb.  xii.  22.  is^c* 
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&  variety  of  figutative  animated  reprefen* 
tations,  as  to  convey  to  the  imagination, 
as  well  as  to  the  reafon  and  judgment  the 
livelieft  and  deepeft  impreflions  of  their 
truth  and  reality.  They  are  confirmed 
by  the  moft  folemn  authority  ^frhi€h  hea- 
ven and  earth  could  aflFord by  the  de* 

clarations,  by  the  death,  and  refurrec- 
tion  and  afcenfion  of  God's  eternal  Son* 
And  what  can  operate  fo  powerfully  up- 
on the  human  mind  as  thcfe  views  of 
the  moral  government  of  God  ?  What 
can  ferve  fo  effedlually  to  recal  men  froni 
the  grovelling  purfuit  of  objecfls  unwor- 
thv  of  their  nature,  and  excite  their  moil 
vigorous  endeavours  for  the  attainment 
of  thofe  moral  qualities  which  will  fur- 
vive  the  ftroke  of  death,  and  conftitute 
the  eternal  felicity  of  intelligent  beings  ? 

Who  can  refleA  in  particular,  upon 
that  liappy  immortality  which  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  have  defcribed  as  prepared  for 
real  Chriftians,   and  not  conftantly  dif^ 
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fcem  its  wonderftil  aptitude  to  the  delirea 
and  ttobleft  ambition  of  our  nature  ?  In 
fine,  who  can  ferioufly  attend  to  that  glo* 
rious  fyftem  of  which  this  is  the  grand 
objefl  and  final  confummation,  and  not 
acknowledge  from  the  warmed  feelings  of 
his  heatt,  as  well  as  the  fulled  conviifUon 
of  his  underdanding,  that  it  is  the  great 
tnith  of  God  for  the  improvement  and 
comfort  of  man. 

Having  thus  offered  a  very  general  iU 
ludration  of  the  feveral  proportions  dat-» 
cd,  permit  me  to  give  the  fum  of  what 
has  been  faid,  in  a  very  fliort  abdradt 

Is  the  mind  of  man,  naturally  igno-* 
rant,  by  its  own  unaifided  powers  totally 
incapable  of  difcovering  truths  in  them^ 
felves  mod  important,  and  of  mod  effen- 
tial  confequence  for  man  to  know  ?  Behold 
the  gofpel,  like  the  benign  rays  of  the 
morning  fun  on  the  benighted  world,  il-- 
luminating  his  dark  underdanding,  in« 
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llruding  him  in  every  branch  of  know- 
ledge neceflary  to  inform  his  judgment,  to 
improve  his  heart,  and  elevate  his  foul  to 
that  rank  in  the  fcale  of  moral  e^iftence 
for  which  it  was  originally  defigned. 

Is  man  guilty  and  depraved,  condemn- 
ed by  his  own  poind,  and  terrified  with 
juft  apprehenfions  of  future  and  deferved 
punifhment  ?  Hear  the  foul-reviving  lan- 
guage in  which  the  gofpel  addrelfes  hinv 
**  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
**  thou  fhalt  be  faved  *,  There  is  no 
*•  condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Chrift 

"  Jefus, It  is  God  that  juftifieth:  who  is 

♦*  he  that  condemneth  t  ?" 

Is  man  not  criminal  only,  and  obnoxi-^ 
ous  to  deferved  punifliment,  but  to  every 
moral  and  good  purfuit  weak  and  iqipo- 
tent,  incapable  of  loving  and  ierving  and 
enjoying  God  ?  See  the  gofpel  holding 
forth,  to  his  acceptance,  the  fecret  but 
effedlual  energy  of  the  divine  Spirit,  to 

♦  Afts  xvi.  31.  f  Rom.  viii.  i. — 33,  34. 
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change  his  difpofition,  renew  his  nature, 
and  by  his  blefling  upon  means  adapted 
to  the  end,  to  train  him  up  in  a  progref- 
five  courfe  of  moral  improvement  into  a 
fitnefs  for  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  his 
Maker. 

Is  man  by  nature  the  child  of  fuffer- 
ing  and  the  heir  of  forrow,  is  he  fubje(5l- 
ed  to  a  conflant  fucceflion  of  affli(5lions 
for  which  he  cannot  account,  and  under 
which  he  finds  no  effedual  confolation  ? 
Liflen  to  the  gofpel  afTuring  and  con- 
vincing him,  that  thefe  trials  are  not 
only  no  real  evils,  but  bleffings  in  diA 
guife,  the  medicine  of  the  foul,  and  means 
in  the  hand  of  God,  for  purifying  it  from 
the  drofs  of  corruption,  and  preparing  it 
for  admiflion  into  the  regions  of  eternal 
purity  and  peace. 

In  fine,  are  man*s  natural  profpedls  be- 
yond the  grave  covered  with  darknefs 
which  reafon  in  vain  attempts  to  pene- 
trate, and  is  his  mind,  in  confequeAce^ 
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filled  with  fear  and  perplexity  ?  Sec  lifo 
and  immortality  unveiled  by  the  gofpcl^  c* 
very  thing  difcovered  concerning  a  future 
and  unfeen  world  which  it  is  neceflTary  for 
man  to  know,  or  which  it  is  probable  he 
can  comprehend:  Every  thing  at  leaft^ 
which  can  ferve  to  allay  his  fears,  cout* 
firm  his  hopes,  and  eftablifh  his  njind  in 
fecurity  and  peace 

Conlider  then,  this  grand  and  wonder- 
ful fyftem  of  divine  wifdom  and  grace* 
Think  of  it  with  the  ferioufnefs  which 
is  due  to  the  importance  of  the  fubje<fl ; 
view  it, in  its  full  extent  and  beautiful 

connexion  of  parts ; then  turn  your  at** 

tention  upon  your  own  fituation  and  cha^ 
rader,  lay  your  hands  upon  your  hearts 
and  fay  if  you  can,  that  this  is  net  the 
fyftem  which  your  nature  required :  Or 
rather  fay,  whether  it  is  poffible  for  the 
human  mind  to  form  the  conception  of  a 
fcheme  of  religion,  fo  admirably  calcu*- 
Jated  to  fupply  its  dcfed;s,  to  hf al  its  diA 
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cafe$,  to  reftore  it  to  its  primitive  dignity 
and  excellence.  Indeedf  my  friends,  to 
the  ft^te  and  circnm{tances  of  man  it  is 
adapted  with  fuch  perfedl  and  peculiar 
Ikill,  that  to  the  mind  whiqh  ferioufly  at- 
tends  to  both,  and  compares  Aem  toge- 
rfier,  this  conclnfion  is  irrefiflible,  "  the 
^  author  of  our  nature,  and  the  author 
of  our  religion  is  QUe,'*  • 
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Let  US  now  attend  for  a  little  to  the 
improvement  to  be  inade  of  this  difcourfe^ 

And,,  in  xhtjirji  place,  let  me  afk  whe- 
ther this  eeconomy  of  religion  is  not  wor- 
thy of  all  acceptation,,  as  the  nobleft  and 
beft  gift  which  heaven  in  mercy  could 
beftow  upon  man  ?  If  fb,  how  enormous^ 
is  the  guilt  of  thefe  men,  who,  in  ipite  of 
evidence  the  mod  fatisfying,  and  too  of- 
ten. It  is  to  be  feared,  in  oppofition  to 
the  convicSlions  of  their  underftandings^ 
and  the  feelings  of  their  hearts,  not  only 
rejed  this  divine  fyftem,  but  traduce  its 
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tecellence,  hinder  its  pfogrefs,  ahd  ftriVe 
to  deftroy  its  influence  ?  Let  them  be- 
ware :  Their  guilt  is  great,  their  danger 
is  extreme.  "  There  is  a  fin  which  is  un* 
**  to  death*}  a  fin  which  (hall  not  be  for* 
**  given  either  in  this  World,  or  in  that 
^  which  is  to  come  f  .'* 

In  the  jkcond  place,  from  the  iketch 
that  has  been  given  of  a  few  of  its  lead* 
ing  feattLrefi,  it  appears,  that  the  gofpel 
contains  an  uniform,  regular,  and  har-^ 
monioiis  plan,  fo  intimately  and  efienti^ 
ally  connected  in  all  its  parts,  that  not 
one  can  be  taken  away,  without  a  mate-* 
rial  injury  to  the  whole.  The  grand  ob- 
jeA  of  the  gofpel,  as  we  have  feen,  i^  to 
raife  man  fallen  and  apoflate,  from  igno-^ 
tunce,  guilty  and  mifery,  to  glory  and  im-* 
mortality.  The  means  employed  are  wor-» 
thy  of  the  end,  they  are  alike  from  God, 
and  their  fucf  efs  is  infallibly  certain : 
for  what  infinite  wifdom  hath  devifed^ 

♦  I  Jbhn  V.  16.  t  Matth.  xii.  3a* 
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omnipotent  power  is  able  to  accompliflia 
Tq  alterj  or  innovate  upon  this  plan,  and 
efpecially  to  remove  any  one  link  of  this 
great  chain  is  dangerous  in  the  extreme* 
Strip  the  gofpel,  for  example,  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  atonement^  and  what  foun- 
dation remains  to  the  finner,  on  which  to 
build  his  hopes  of  pardon  and  eternal  life^ 
Remove  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  land 
how  is  it  poflible,  that  a  being  fo  deprav- 
ed, fo  unlike  to  God,  and  fo  feeble  in  his 
moral  and  religious  faculties  can  become 
qualified  for  the  prefence  and  enjoyment 
of  his  Maker  ?  Take  away  any  one  doc- 
trine peculiar  to  the  gofpel,  and  yoii  de- 
ftroy  the  unity  and  harmony  of  the  whole . 
fyftem.  It  becomes  broken  and  disjoint- 
ed in  its  members,  the  means  ceafe  to  be 
equal  to  the  end,  the  foul  is  deprived  of 
the  great  fources  of  its  fccurity,  and  re- 
Japfes  into  fearfulnefs  and  doubt.  In  a 
word,  it  is  no  longer  the  plan  of  divine 
wifdom,  but  of  human  invention,  nor  13 
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^e  hofiour  .of  the  divine  p^rfediidns  con-r 
cerned  to  crown  it  with  fuccefs. 

Do  you  wifh  then,  my  friends,  to  have 
your  minds  eflabliihed  in  the  true  know- 
ledge and  faith  of  the  gofpel-fyftem  ? 
Seek  it  not,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  partial, 
infidious  reprefentations  of  defigning  men, 
but  in  the  fcriptures  themfelves.  There 
you  will  fee  it  in  all  ips  excellence,  you 
will  admire  its  apitude  to  yqur  condition, 
you  will  feel  its  vaft  importance  and  va- 
lue ;  and  with  joy  you  will  acquiefce  in 
it  as  the  ivtfdgm  and  the  power  of  God  for 
falvatioo. 

Lajilyy  If  the  plan  of  the  gofpel,  in  its 
true  extent,  be  indeed  fo  admirably  a- 
dapted  to  the  (late  ajid  circumftances  of 
man  ;  if  it  proyides  a  remedy  for  his  ig- 
norance, guilt  and  imbecility;  if  it  af- 
fords to  him,  the  only  effedual  confola- 
tion  under  the  various  troubles  and  for- 
rows  of  a  pr^fent  life,  and  the  only  fure 
foundation  upon  which  his  hopes  of  anor 

I. 


(  «>  ) 

tKer  and  better  can  reft;  then  it  follows, 
that  to  extend  the  knowledge,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  influence  of  this  divine  fyftcm, 
are  the  nobleft  objedd  of  human  benevo- 
lence. 

To  a  dark  and  benighted  world  at  large, 
0ur  efibrts  cannqt  ejctend.  New  arrange-^ 
ments  of  Providence  alone,  can  pave  the 
Way  for  its  converfion.  But  while  we 
feel  for  the  unhappy  fituation  of  the  vaft 
multitudes  of  our  fellow  creatures  re* 
maining  in  ignorance  and  idolatry,  and 
lament  our  incapacity  to  bring  them  re-i 
lief,  let  us  humbly  and  eameftly  recom^f 
mend  them,  to  the  companionate  regards 
of  the  great  univerfal  Parent;  let  us  plead 
with  him  as  arguments,  his  refpedl  to  hi? 
own  glory,  and  to  the  beft  interefts  of  his 
rational  offspring :  Let  us  plead  with  hinj 
his  own  truth  and  faithfiilnefs  in  fulfil- 
ling his  promifes,  that  by  methods  known 
to  his  infinite  wifdom,  he  would  enlight-. 
f  n  t:he  dark  places  of  the  earth,  with  the 
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pile  li^hz  of  evangelicd  trudfi^  an^h&fl> 
en  the  happy  time  foretold^  "  tabtft  the 
*'  Jominitm  of  Chiift^fe^  extend  from  fia  to 
**  fea^  and  from  the  river  even  ntttQ  the  end$ 
^  of  4be  earth  "^r 

But  although,  by  good  wiflies  and  prayM 
ers  alone,  we  can  expnefs  our  Chriftian  be« 
nevoience  to  the  Infidel  world  at  large^  yet 
in  behalf  of  xiertaud  comers  of  it,  we  may 
ceit^nly  employ  more  active  and  immo- 
diate  exertions.  To  the  remote^  unculti-* 
vated,  untutored  diftridb  of  our  own 
country  in  particular^  wfi  may^  and  every 
principle  of  religion,  and  every  feeling 
of  humanity  call  upon  us^  to  fend  relief 
by  fuch  means  as  are  within  our  powen 
This  is  the  well  knonott  oljeB  (ftbat  Society  on 
whofi  account  tte  have  met  together ^  and  at 
nvhofe  dejire  I  have  dddrejfed  you^  Their 
panegyric  would  coiiie  with  an  ill  grace 
from  one  of  their  own  body,  and  who  for 

♦  Zcch.  ix.  lo. 
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fome  years  has  had  a  fliare  in  the  diree^ 
tion  of  their  bufinefs. 

A  more  particular  Account,  than  would 
become  this  place,  of  our  procedure,  of 
the  fpecial  objedls  of  our  attention,  and 
-of  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  our  la- 
bours, will  foon,  according  to  ufual  prac- 
tice, be  fubmitted  to  the  infpedHon  of  the 

public. In  general,  I  have  the  fatisfac- 

tion  to  inform  you,  that,  at  no  period, 
were  the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  a  more 
flourifhing  fituation  than  at  prefent,..^ 
at  no  period  did  they  exhibit  a  fair'er 
profpecfl  of  increaiing  benefit  to  otir  coun- 
trJTi  With  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  we 
acknowledge  the  continuing  generofity  of 
the  public,  and  the  munificence  of  indi- 
vidual benefadlorsj  in  confequence  of 
which,  from  fmall  beginnings^  our  funds 
have  arifen  to  their  prefent  magnitude. 
Of  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  in- 
tegrity with  which  this  facred  and  im- 
portant truft  has  been  cOndudied,  wc  have 
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Jfeceived,  and  p^micularly  of  late,  the  ifioft  ^ 
flattering  and  fubftantial,  proofs*  Men  of 
the  firft  rank  in  the  kingdom,  whofe 
names  arc  anornaxncpt  to  their  high  fta- 
don^  ^ and 'Others  both  of  fihis  and  die 
neighbouring  country^'  diftinguifliod  by 
the  eminence  of  their  talents^  and  their 
influence  in  public  affairs^  have  not  dis- 
dained to  enrol  thei/ names  with  ours,  aft 
members  of  an  aiTociation  for  promoting 
religious  knowledge,  dnd  ufeful  induftry. 
They:  have  not  been  alhamfed  to  appear; 
in  aa  open,. avowed  manner,  as  its  pa* 
trons  and  bcnefadlors,  and  with  aii  ac-» 
tive  and  liberal  fpirit,  to  labour  rfor  prO-*- 
mjoting  its  great  and  beneficent  purpofes* 
in  the  cqnfcioufnefs  of  their  own  berlevo* 
ience^  in  thebleffings  of  them  whp  wer^ 
ready  to  pcri{h  for  lack  cif  knowledge^ 
and  above  all,  in  the  approbation  of  the 
great;  univerfaV Parent  of  mankind,  m^y 
they  find  their  hoble  re^vdrd  !  ^  _  . 
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To  i  variet)rof  perfi}xis,  wliom  dieir  fi* 
toation'  ia  life  precluded  from  perfoaal 
iervicesi  we  have  lately  .been. indebted  for 
generouft  donations,  to  a^Qift  in  carrying  on 
the  good  caufe  in  which  we  are  ehgagedi 
With  gratitude  they  have  been  received, 
and  with  fidelity,  they  ihall  be  emjdoyed. 

But  one  dionatlon  received  fince  we  had 
laft  an  opportunity  of  meeting,  togetherup.^ 
on  tliis  occa(ion,  is  of  too  great  magnitude 
to  be  part  over,  with  this  general  acknow- 
ledgment. I  mean  the  princely  benefac- 
tion of  a  Lady*,  whofe  name  will  long  be 
precious  to  the  real  friends  of  religion  and 
dieir  tountry— a  Lady  whofe  rank  and 
high  connedlion^,  whofe  uncommon  na- 
tural abilities,  and  acquired  accomplifli- 
tnents,  Would  have  attraded  the  ndtice 
and  commanded  the  refpedl  of  the  pdlitefl^ 
circles,  but  whofe  chief  diftindiion  arofe 
from  a  warm  and  uniforih  fenle  of  piety^ 
a  heart-felt  zeal  for  the  beft  interefts  of 

*  Lady  Vifcountcfs  Glctiorchy. 


(  «7  1 
religion  and  her  fellow  creatures,  and  un* 
^wrearied,  uninterrupted  exertions  in  pro* 
moting  them.  To  thefe  important  pur- 
poles  flie  devoted  her  eminent  talents  and 
her  beneficent  life.  To  thefe  objeds,  at 
her  death,  (he  confccrated  her  ample  for- 
tune :  To  promote  the  ends  of  this  Socie* 
ty  in  particular,  {he  bequeathed  a  fum  * 
fo  confiderable,  as  greatly  to  enlarge  our 
fphere  of  ufefulnefs.  . 

While  we  gratefully  acknowledge  thi% 
and  other  benefaiflions,  while  we  give 
thanks  to  God,  for  putting  it  into  the 
hearts  of  thofe  to  whom  he  had  given  the 
power,  to  beftow  them ;  we  at  the  fame 
time  profefs  ourfelves  to  be  only  ftewards 
for  the  public,  in  employing  them.  For 
public  purpofes  they  were  given,  and  to 
the  public,  we  pledge  ourfelves,  they  fhall 
faithfully  bd  devoted.  Be  ours  the  pains 
imd  the  labour,  be  theirs  the  advantage. 
We  folicit  the  countenance  and  aid  of  our 

♦  I^.  5,000  Sterling, 
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fcHow  citizens,  only  in  fo  far ^  as  our  fi^ 
delity  to  our  truft  £hall  appear  to  deferve 
them.  The  real  friends  of  religion  ancj 
their  country  mufl  be  friends  to  our 
caufe.  They  who  have  ften  the  excelr 
lence  and  felt  the  power  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  muft  be  anxious  for  its  extenfion  j 
their  hearts  will  dictate  a  benevolent,  fer- 
vent prayer  to  the  Father  of  Lights,  tha| 
the  glorious  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  may 
ipeedily  arife  upon  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth;  that  upon  the  remote  corners  of 
our  own  country  in  particular,  where  as 
yet  he  is  fcen  but  obfcurely,  his  light 
may  break  forth  in  all  its  luftre,  to  diA 
pel  the  gloom  of  fpiritual  darknefs,  and 
to  alleviate  the  wtetchednefs  pf  penurjt 
and  toil. 

Real  Chriftians  cannot  f^il  to  regard 
with  approbation  attempts  to  open  up  pro-r 
fpecls  of  prefent  comfort,  and  of  future 
jc^  to  our  unhappy  fellow  fubjeds,  hir 
therto  left  in  ignorance  ai^d  povert;^,  to 
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convey  to  them  that  peace  and  animating 
Jiope,  which  the  benign  influence  of  the 
gofpel  never  fails  to  infpire.  To  fuch  be- 
nevolent efforts,  in  their  feveral  Actions, 
and  according  to  their  refpedlive  abilities, 
they  v^rill  lend  their  countenance  and  aid^ 
and  to  all  they  will  join  their  earneft  pray- 
ers for  ths^t  blefling  which  alone  can  give 
fuccefs. 

Pray  brethren  for  us,  and  for  all  who 
.  are  immediately  engaged  in  promoting  the 
great  objeds  of  this  inftitution,  that  our 
zeal  and  abilities  may  correfpond  to  the 
importance  of  our  work,  that  the  effec- 
tual energy  of  the  Spirit  of  God  may  ac- 
company our  endeavours,  and  tliat  we^ 
however  mean  and  unworthy,  may  be  ho- 
noured as  fellow  labourers  together  with  God^ 
to  bring  many  fouls  from  darknefs  and 
ignorance,  to  knowledge  and  light  and 
life  in  the  Lord.     Amen. 
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A  H  E  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagat- 
ing Chriftian  Knowledge,  deeply  fenfible 
of  the  lofs  which  they  have  fuftained  by 
the  death  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Earl 
6{  KinnouU,  their  late  worthy  Prefident^ 
confider  it  as  a  djaty  incumbent  upon  them 
to  teftify  to  the  world  their  refpedl  for  his 
memory,  and  their  gratitude  for  his  bene- 
ficent attention  to  the  objedls  of  their  in- 
ftitution.  As  a  Society,  founded  for  the 
purpofe  of  promoting  the  caufe  of  reU- 
gion^  they  think  themfelves  called  upon^ 
to  exhibit  to  public  view  a  charadler  form- 
ed upon  religious  principles,  and  afibrd* 
ing  a  bright  example  of  their  influencci 
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General  panegyric  is  often  the  creation  of* 

fancy, ^The  objedl  which  they  have  ia 

view,  they  imagine  will  be  beft  attained, 
by  a  plain  unornanlented  detail  of  a  few 
fads  in  the  condudl  of  this  fingularly  good 
man — from  thefe  his  real  charadler  will 
beft  appear. 

The  late  Earl  of  KinnouU  was  born  in 
1710,  married  1741  toConftantia,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Kirle-Earnley,  Efq;*  by  whom 
he  had  iflhe  one  fon  who  died  an  infants 
He  was  chofen  Member  of  Pariiament  for* 
Cambridge  in  1741^  and  reprefented  that 
Corporation  till  he  fucceeded  his  father  in 
the  Peerage  it!  1758.  He  was  alfo  chofen 
Recorder  of  Cambridge  and  held  that  of-* 
fice  till  his  death.  He  was  for  many  years 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges* 
In  1 741  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 

iniffioners  of  the  Revenue  in  Ireland, in 

1 746,  aLord  of  Trade  and  Plantations, — in 
1754,  a  Lord  of  the  Treafury, — in  iJSSf 

f  She  died  in  1753. 
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Paymafter  General  of  his  Majefty'sForces^ 

in  1758,  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  of 

Lancafler,  and  Member  of  the  Privy  Conn-r 

cil, and,  in  1 759,  Ambaffador  Extraordi-^ 

nary  to  the  Court  of  Portugal. 

A  reprelentation  of  his  condudl  in  pub* 
lie  life  is  not  intended  by  the  Society,  this 
(hey  leave  to  be  fought  for  in  the  annals 
of  his  country.  Suffice  it  in  general  to 
fay,  that,  guided  by  the  pureft  principles 
of  the  conflitution,  he  uniformly  exerted 
himfelf  to  preferve  inviolate  the  juft  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  part  of  the  Britilh 
legiflature,  to  maintain  the  laws  and  li- 
berties of  his  country,  and  to  promote,  as 
far  as  lay  in  his  power,  the  fafety,  the 
honour,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate. 

His  unremitting  attention  to  public  bu- 
finefs  for  fo  long  a  period,  and  in  fo  many 
different  offices,  having  greatly  impaired 
his  health,  in  1762  he  refigned  all  his 
employments  under  the  crown,  and  re- 
folved  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  hi^ 
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life  to  retirement,  at  the  feat  of  his  anceft 

tors* A  refolution,  from  which  the  mod 

urgent  folicitations   and  fplendid  oSers 
were  never  able  to  divert  him. 

In  January  1768,  this  Society,  with  one 
voice,  invited  him  to  be  their  Prefident. 
An  office  for  which  he  was  eminently  qua- 
lified, and  which,  with  much  credit  tO( 
Jiimfelf  and  benefit  to  the  inftitution,  he 
fuflained  till  his  death. 

A  liberal  annual  donation  was  but  one 
pf  many  favours  which  he  conferred  upon 
the  Society.  From  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion he  entered  v^ith  fpirit  and  zeal  in- 
to their  obje6ls,  and  uniformly  exerted 
himfelf  to  promote  them.  When  prefent, 
he  prefided  with  ability  and  moderation  in 
their  councils;  and  when  abfent,  replied 
with  fcrupulous  pundlu^lity  to  their  letr 
ters,  and  favoured  them  with  his  advice 
^nd  afliftance  whenever  they  were  requi- 

fite. ^To  his  talents  and  influence,  as  well 

^s  to  his  extenfive  l?:nowledge  and  long 
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pracSlice  in  buiinefs,  the  Society  were  of^ 
ten  finguUrly  indebted. 

But  his  conduct,  aa  president  of.  this 
Society^  exhibits  only  a  partial  and  very 
limited  view  of  this  worthy  nobleman. 

His  character  was  uniform  and  confifl- 
ent  in  all  its  features,  for  it  was  formed 
by  principles  which  admit  of  no  varia- 
tion. The  Society  can  trace  it  only  in  a 
few  of  its  outlines ;.  but  what  they  advance 
refts  cither  upon  fads  of  public  notorie- 
ty, or  the  perfonal  knowledge  of  fome  of 
their  own  members  whofe  tcftimony  is 
beyond  fufpicion. 

A  warm  but  rational  piety  y^zs  the  great 
leading  principle  of  his  charadler,  it  di- 
rcfted  and  pervaded  every  part  of  his  con- 
duft  in  public  and  private  life. 

He  made  no  oftentatious  difplay  of  re- 
ligion, but  he  was  not  afhamed  to  prac- 
tifc  the  duties,  and  avow  the  feelings 
which  belong  to  a  Chriftian.  The  appre- 
henfion  of  cenfure  or  of  ridicule  from  the 

N 
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fafhicnable  world,  deterred  him  not  froin 
giving  regular  attendance  upon  the  public 
ordinances  of  diyine  worlhip.  This  part 
of  his  condudl  flpwed  from  noble  and  juft 
principles*  .     .    \ 

Public  homage,  he  confidered  to  be  in- 
difpenfably  dud  from  every  member  of 
fociety,  to  the  great  Author  of  all  publk 
as  well  as  private  good.  He  firmly  be- 
lieved in  the  eftablilhed  religion  of  his 
country.  He  felt  the  reverence  which 
a  good  citizen  owes  to  its  inftitutions. 
He  knew  the  influence  of  the  example  of 
men  of  his  rank,  upon  the  manners  of  the 
inferiour,  and  great  body  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  attendance,  therefore,  upon 
public  worfhip,  was  not  occafional,  but 
regular,  and  extended  to  the  whole  of  its 
ufual  and  dated  fervices.  .  . 

Although,  while  r^fident  in  Englaqd, 
and  in  a  public  ftation  abroad,  he  was  of '* 
the  communion  of  the  Church  of  England, 
(naturally  led  to  this,  by  his  education  an4 
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the  praAicie  of  his  fairiily)  yet  when  He 
came  to  live  in  this  country,  he  conform-* 
cd  to  the  iifages  of  the  Church  of  Scot^ 
lan<L  He  well  knew,  that  in  articles  of 
faith  and  dodlrine,  the  two  fifter  churches 
are  united^  and  that  matters  of  form  con- 
ftitute  the  chief,  if  not  the 'only  differencQ 
between  them. 

This  good  man*s  dedp-felt  feilfe  of  reli* 
gion  was  exprefled  in  a  manner  flill  mor6 
fingular,  and  worthy  of  admiration. 

When,  from  the  abfcnce  or  jficknefs  of 
the  minifter,  or  any  other  caufe,  there  was 
no  public  worlhip  in  Lis  parifh-church,  it 
was  his  regular  prkdlice  on  the  Lord's  days 
to  call  together  his  family  and  domeflics^ 
to  read  to  them  a  portion  of  the  fcripi- 
tures,  and  fuch  books  or  religion  as  he 
judged  beft  ada{)ted  to  th^ir  impirovement^ 
and  to  prefide  among  them  in  immediate 
ftds  of  devotion. And  thiis  laft  he  uni- 
formly did  every  Sunday  evening  through 
the  ^y fear.    • 

Nij 
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It  was  hi^  opinion,  that  no  elevation  o£ 
rank  can  be  an  apology  for  the  negle^l  of 
the  duties  which  man  owes  to  his  Maker; 
and  befides,  that  no  man  can  ever  appear 
in  a  jAiore  dignified  or  graceful  attitude, 
than  when  at  the  head  of  his  family,  ac- 
knowledging the  bounties,  and  foliciting 
the  continuing  protedlion  of  dieir  great 
common  Parent  The  compofitions  which 
he  ufed  in  thefe  a^s  of  family-devotion 

were  his  own,  and  Angularly  excellent, in 

Reciting  them,  which  he  did  from  memo- 
ry, the  aniixiation  and  fervour  of  his  man-* 
ner  at  once  demonftrated  the  warmth  of 
txis  own  devotional  feelings,  and  excited 
k  congenial  fpirit  in  the  breads  of  all  who 
heard  him. 

When  no  clergyman  was  prefent,  he 
always  officiated  as  chaplain  at  his  own 

tabid,  both  before  and  after  meals, not 

by  the  fhort  form  commonly,  and  too  often 
irreverently  repeated,  but  by  a  few  fuit- 
able  exprefGons  pronounced  with  tha  de* 
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cent  folemnity  which  becomes  an  imme- 
diate addrefs  to  the  Deity. 

He  regularly  joined  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord's  fupper,  in  his  parifh-church, 
and  attended  upon  all  the  religious  fer- 
vices  preparatory  to,  and  confequent  up- 
on that  ordinance,  as  ufually  obferved  in 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  The  clofenefs  of 
his  attention,  and  the  ferioufnefs  of  his 
mind  upon  thefe  occafions,  vifibly  ap- 
peared in  his  countenance  and  manner. 
He  had  a  fingular  delight  in  that  ordi-* 
nance,  and  it  always  feemed  to  produce 

the  happicft  efie<5l  upon  his  mind, to 

give  a  brilker  flow  to  his  fpirits,  and  a 
new  degree  of  vivacity  to  his  converfation. 

The  duties  of  the  clofet  he  obferved 
with  no  lefs  care  than  thofc  of  the  family 
and  church.  To  fecret  devotion  a  confider- 
able  part  of  his  time  was  daily  allotted ;  du- 
ring the  time  confecrated  to  this  purpofe, 
no  engagements  m  bufinefs,  nor  hurry  of 
company  were  fufFered  to  intrude.     The 
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fcriptures  were  the  guide  and  conftant 
companion  of  his  devotions*  Few  had  ftu-* 
died  them  with  clofer  attention,  and  few 
had  more  thoroughly  imbibed  their  fpirit* 

His  belief  of  Chriftianity  was  fincere^ 
the  refult  of  ferious  and  careful  invefti* 
gation,  Almoft  every  book  of  charadler^ 
upon  the  nature  and  evidences  of  the  go- 
fpel  he  had  read  with  care,  and  as  his  me-^ 
mory  was  retentive  to  an  uncommon  de- 
gree, he  was  never  obferved  to  be  at  a 
lofs  when  any  branch  of  that  fubjeiS  was 
introduced  into  converfation. 

Sincere  in  his  profeffion  of  religion,  e* 
very  thing  immediately  connedled  with 
its  intereft  engaged  his  attention-  He 
was,  of  confcquence,  a  friend  to  its  mi- 
nifters.  They  were  acceptable  guefts  at 
his  very  hofpitable  table,  and  with  the 
worthy  and  learned  among  them  he  cuU 
tivated  habits  of  familiar  intercourfe. 

Some  of  the  brightcft  ornaments  of  the 
Church  of  England  he  numbered  amonj 
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his  particukr  friends ;  and  of  the  ScottlfU 
clergy  there  were  not  a  few  whom  he  ho- 
noured with  diftingniftring  marks  of  his 
confidence  and  efteem.  To  the  minifters 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood,  he  gave 
a  general  invitation  to  his  houfe,  and  to 
the  ufe  of  his  library ;  and  encouraged 
them  upon  every  occafion  of  moment,  to 
folicit,  and  repofe  upon  his  advice  and 
afliftance. 

In  all  thofe  parifhes  where  he  was  an 
heritor,  he  promoted  the  augmentation 
of  the  livings,  and  gave  liberal  afliftance 
to  every  plan  propofed.for  the  accommo* 
dation  of  the  minifters. 

As  he  invited  the  clergy  to  his  fociety 
and  table,  fo  there  was  not  only  nothing 
to  deter,  but  every  thing  to  induce  them 
to  comply. :  ^  In  his  prefence  nothing  was 
ever  permitted  which  had  the  remoteft 
aij)e<5l  of  indecorum,  and  fuch  was  the 
reverence  which  his  well  known  charac- 
ter infpired,  that  even  men  of  r^nk,  tho* 
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free  in  their  principles,  and  in  other  com-* 
panics  licentious  in  their  coqverfation,  yet 
before  him  were  moft  guarded  and  atten* 
tive  to  propriety. 

But  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull's  converfa- 
tion  was  not  innocent  only,  it  was  in- 
ftrudlive  in  no  common  degree.  Few 
men  had  treafiired  up  fo  great  a  (lore  of 
-  various  and  important  knowledge.  He 
was  an  excellent  claflical  fcholar,  and 
while  among  literary  tocn,  his  frequent 
and  apt  quotations,  fhewed  his  familiari* 
ty  with  the  beft  writers  of  antiquity,  par-* 
ticularly  the  Roman  poets. 

With  the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  modern 
literature  alfo,  his  acquaintance  was  ex- 
tenfive  and  accurate.  The  beft  new  pubr 
lications  were  regularly  fent  to  him,  and 
added  to  his  ample  coUedlion ;  they  were 
frequently  the  fubjedls  of  his  converfa- 
tion,  and  upon  none  did  iiis  m^nory, 
tafte,  and  judgment,  appear  to  greater  ad- 
vantage. 
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Another  line  of  converfation  in  tvliich 
ne  excelled,  and  for  which  he  had  an  in* 
icxhauflible  fund  of  materials,  was  in  gir* 
ing  curious  and  interefting  anecdotes  con- 
cerning the  diftinguifhed  perfonages  of 
his  rimei  the  political  tranfaclions  of  that 
period,  and  the  fccret  fprings  which  pro* 
duced  them. 

.  The  high  offices  of  ftate  which  he  had 
long  filled,  and  the  habits  of  intimacy  in 
which  he  had  lived  with  people  of  high 
rank  and  cbnfequence,  gave  him  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing,  and  entertaining 
his  friends  with  many  facls  and  circunx- 
ftanciea  which  they  could  derive  from  no 
other  fource  of  information. 

His  near  relation  to  Robert  the  great 
Earl  of  Oxford,  Aifficiently  accounts  for 
his  early  introdudlioa  into  the  political 
world ;  his  own  ability,  integrity,  and 
unremitting  attention  to  bufiyefs  fecured 
Mid  increafed  that  influence  which  natur 
rally  arole  to  him  from  his  high  connexi- 

O 
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ons.  With  the  firft  men  of  his  time,  botfit 
in  the  political  and  literary  world,  he  liv-» 
ed  in  habits  of  familiar  intercourfe.  Lord 
Hardwickc,  Mr  Pelham,  the  Earl  of  Manl^ 
field,  Archbifho|*  Seeker,  and  Mr  Pope^ 
Were  of  the  number,  and  may  ferve  as  a 
fjpecimen  of  thofe  with  whom  he  chiefly 
aiTociated. 

A  confiderable  part  of  a  lifetime  fpent  in 
fuch  fbciety,  in  fcenes  of  national  bufinefs, 
and  in  literary  purfuits,  could  not  but  af- 
ford ample  (lore  of  valuable  information^ 
iior,  w'ith  his  frantncfs  of  communication, 
£adl  to  render  his  converfation  as  entertaiqi- 
mg  as  it  tfras  inftrudive. 

But  thcf  Earl  of  Kinnoull  Wa«  not  fitted 

only  to  fhine  in  converfation^ he  was 

ftill  more  diftinguilhed  by  his  adive,  dif- 
fufive  benevolence.  His  retirement  from 
public  bufinefs  was  not  demoted  t6  indo^ 
lence  and  inadlion.  The  remainder  of  hi^ 
life,  though  in  a  more  contracted  fjphere^ 
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wrsLS  afiiduoufly  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
liis  fellow  creatures* 

Many  evidences  pf  his  public  fpirit  and 
beneficence  he  has  left  behin4  him,  That 
noble  and  ufeful  work  the  bridge  over  the 
Tay  at  Perth,  it  is  well  known,  owes  to  him 

its  exiftence, under  his  aufpices,  and  at 

the  rifk  of  his  private  fortune,  it  was  rear- 
ed, and  vnll,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  remain  to 
fucceeding  9ges  a  monuqient  to  his  ho- 
RQur. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  that  part  of  the  country 
where  he  refided,  he  gave  conftant  at-, 
tendance,  when  his  health  permitted,  and 
the  importance  of  the  objedt  required  his 
prefence.  In  their  deliberations,  the  ge- 
nerofity  and  difintereftednefs  of  his  views, 
united  to  his  great  talents  dhd  experience 
in  bufineis,  never  failed  to  conMnand  uni- 
verfal  refped. 

The  benevolent  and  worthy  part  which 
he  aiSed  towards  the  Society  in  Scotland 
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for  propagating  Qiriftian  knowledge,  hait- 
been  already  mentioned.  To  various  cha- 
ritable inftitutions  in  England,^  he  i?was  a 
z  regular  and  liberal  contributor. 

But,  in  no  part  of  his  conduA  did  the 
excellence  of  this  good  man's  heart  more 
amiably  difcover  itfelf,  than  in  his  beha- 
viour to  young  people.  An  old  man  fur- 
rounded  by  young  men  ftrongly  attached 
to  him,  affords  a  pleafing  fpetSacle.  It 
w^as  the  picSlure  frequently  exhibited  by^ 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoull.  He  delighted  in 
their  ibciety. .  He  encouraged  them  to 
come  to  his  houfe,^uperintenddd  their 
education  ^examined  into  their  progrefs,^ 
and  gave  them  inftrudlion.  He  drove,  by 
every  winning  art  and  proper  indulgence 
to  make  himfelf  agreeable  to  them,  and 
to  gain  their  confidence,  that  he  might 
improve  their  minds  by  ufeful  knowledge^ 
and  form  them  to  the  love  of  religion  and 
virtue. 
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With  thefe  iiifpofitions,  it  is  not  to  bft 
wondered,  that  he  accepted  with  pkafuro 
of  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Univerjity  of 
St.  Andrews^  to  S?^hichy  upon  the  death  of 
the  late  Dul^e  of  Cumberland,  the  former 
Chancellor,  he  was  uiianimQufly  ele<fl§4 
in  the  year  1765*  '         '        -, 

HaTing.niade  himfelf  m&fter  of  the  hi-* 
ftory  and  couftitution  of  that  ancient  fe- 
minary,  hc^  w^s  enabled  with  knowledge 
and  effect  to  interpofe  in  its  affairs  j  an4 
to  every  reafonable  propofition  for  its  ad- 
vancement, he  always  g^v^  the  nw>ft  d^ 
cided  fupporc^  x  , 

The.profeJGTors,  encburaged  by  his  en* 
gaging  manners,  regarded  him  as  their 
friend,  as  well  as  patron,  and  were  acr 
cuftomed  in  all  their  affairs  of  confer.* 
quence  to  repofe  upon  his  Advice/ 

For  the  encouragement  of  genius  and 
literature  imong  the  (Indents,  he  inftitut* 
ed,  at  his  own  expence,^  annual  premi- 
ums for.  thofe  who  ihould  excel  in  the 


(     "o     ) 

(different  clafles,  and  various  branches  of 
fcienc^.  At  the  diftribution  of  the  prizes 
lie  attended  in  perfbn. 

Upon  a  particular  and  dated  day,  he 
went  annually  to  St  Andrews,  in  his  pub^ 
lie  character  as  Chancellor,  and  was  re-> 
ceived  by  the  whole  members  of  the  uni-» 
yerfity^  as  well  as  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry  and  clergy.  In  a  full 
alTembly,  the  young  men,  to  whom  the 
fuffrages  of  the  profeffors  had  adjudge4 
the  preference,  recited  their  feveral  exer- 
ciies,  and  received  from  the  noble  Chan-^ 
Cellor^  the  applaufe,  together  /?rith  the 
premiunj  to  vhich  merit  hjid  entitled 
them.  To  this  employmenti  as  grateful 
to  his  own  feelings,  as  well  intended  fear 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  he  commonly 
devoted  a  week  at  a  time. 

During  this  annual  vifit  to  St.  Andrews, 
he  never  failed  to  witnefs,  anc^  to  prefidt 
in  a  public  examination  of  the  grammar-^ 
fchool.     The  wariti  applaufe  which  he 
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beftowed  upon  the  ability  and  fuccefs  oF 
the  redlor*,  the  animating  encourage- 
ments which  he  held  forth  to  the  boy^^ 
and  the  fatisfadlion  which  glowed  in  his 
countenance  on  difcoveringi  from  year  to 
year,  their  t*apid  improvement,  marked 
the  (inccrity  and  ardour  of  his  zeal  for 
the  good  education  of  yoUth,  and  their 
progrefs  in  ufeful  and  polite  literature. 

But  his  attention  to  literary  merit  wa« 
not  confined  to  honorary  marks  of  hi« 
approbation.  To  genius  ind  defert  he 
always  gave  enco\iragement  fuited  to  the 
fituation  in  which  he  found  themj  to 
young  men  of  fortune  his  countenance 

and  praife; to  thofe  bleffed  With  talents^ 

but  flruggling  with  poverty,  the  means  of 
carrying  forward  their  education.  And 
this  he  did,  fometimes  by  procuring  for 
them  Burfariesy  (correfponding  to  what 
in  the  Englifh  uriiverfities  are  called  Ex^ 
bibitions) fometimes  by  occafional  pre* 

♦  Mr  Halket, 
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Icnts  of^  money  and  books,  and  fometimei 
by  annual  penfions.  Even  when  their  e-* 
ducation  was  completed,  he  -deferted  not 
thofe  whom  he  had  aflifted,  or  of  whom 
he  had  conceived  a  favotirable  opinion — . 
he  exferted  himfelf  to  obtain  fbr  them  a 
comfortable  fettlement  for  life.  For  fuch 
of  them  as  had  turned  their  views  towards 
the  church,  he  had  opportunities  of  pro- 
viding, by  the  number  of  ecclefiafticaL  be- 
nefices in  his  gift.  And  in  this  capacity 
of  patron  of  cburcb  preferments^  the  piety 
and  benevolence  of  his  characler  receive 
a  new  and  ftriking  illuftration. 

The  Earl  of  KinnouU  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  human  nature,  not  to  be 
convinced  that  a  favourable  opinion  of  the 
teacJher,  upon  the  part  of  thofe  whom  he 
is  appointed  to  teach,  is  as  eflential  to  his 
ufefulnefs  among  them,  as  it  is  to  his  own 
perfonal  comfort.  He  had  ftudicd  the  ge-» 
nius  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  of  that 
part  of  it  in  particular,  v»'hcre  his  iiirerefl 
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lijj  and  he  knew  how  much  of  their  hap* 
pinefs  depends  upon  their  having  mini- 
fters  pofleffing  their  confidence  and  re- 
fpedl  eftablilhed  among  them.  He  con- 
fidered,  moreover,  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  public  teadhers  of  religion  as  a 
facred  truft,  which  with  confcientious  fi*^ 
delity  it  behoved  him  to  fulfil* — To  con^ 
dudl  himfclf  upon  thefe  principles,  was 
his  uniform  endeavour,  and  his  focceft 
correfponded  to  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tionsi 

Peace  to  Vhe  parifh,  and  ufefulnefs  to 
the  minifter,  were  his  great  objedts ;  yet 
he  never  fuffered  himfelf  to  become  the 
dupe  of  either  Unmerited  popular  favour, 
or  caufelefs  popular  refeutmenti 

The  maxim  by  which  he  Cdndudled 
himfelf,  in  this  part  of  his  duty,  will  beft 
appear  in  his  own  words,  which  he  often 
repeated  to  his' friends.  "  I  will  never," 
•  faid  hcj  "  promote  a  clergyman  of  whom 
**  I  have  not  a  good  opinion,  however 

P 
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**  eirneftly  the  people  may  deiji*e  it,  ri6r 
^  will  I  force  even  a  good  man  into  a  pa- 
^  rifh^  againfl  whom  the  paLriihioiiers 
**  feem  to  have  conceived  invincible  pre- 
^'  judices." 

in  compliance  with  this  principle,  he 
fometimes  found  it  neCeflary  to  give  way 
to  a  general  oppoiition  from  a  pariih,  to 
the  man  of  his  choice;  but  this  was  an  ex- 
ercife  of  moderation  and  prudence  which 
he  had  feldom  occafion  to  employ^  Tern* 
porary  dilgufts  againft  deferving  Candi*^ 
dates,  and  the  fa(5tioUs  oppofition  of  po- 
ptikr  demagogues,  he  knew  how  to  over- 
look, or,  by  the  Weight  of  his  authority 
and  influence,  to  crvdh.  And  fo  fuccefsfui 
was  this  plan  of  procedure,  that  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  refidence  in  this 
coimtry,  and  among  many  vacant  parifhes 
iupplied  either  by  Jiis  immediate  patron^ 
age,  or  influence,  there  was  not  one  which 
did  not  eventually  p^Qve  comfortable^  moft 
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^f  them  from  the  begimiing  were  accept* 
9hle  and  harmonious^ 

As  the  Earl  of  Kumoull  was  a  friend  to 
the  clergy,  and  to  the  religious  interefU 
of  the  community,  fi  he  was  a  liberal  bene-^ 
faSor  to  the  poer*  His  private  charitieq 
were  many,  fbme  of  them.fplendid;  but 
over  this  part  of  his  conduct  he  was  care^ 
ful  to  fpread  a  veil ;  and  as  £ew  of  thefe 
good  deeds  as  poiEble  he  fufiered  to  bo 
known,  even  by  his  friends. 

With  refp?i^  to  the  fupply  of  the  poor 
in  general,  he  proceeded  upon  fixed  and 
excellent  principles.  He  jvdged  it  a  bet* 
ter  fpecies  of  charity,  to  prevent^  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done,  than  to  relieve  neceflities  ; 
he  gave  encouragement,  therefore,  to  e^ 
very  Q>ecies  of  ufeful  indufbry  among  the 
poor,  and  to  numbers  of  them,  employ^* 
mcnt  and  bread. 

To  common  bejgging  he  was  a  decided 
enemy;  and  to  prevent  the  necefhty  of  it, 
always  declared  that  every  parifh  ought 

pij 
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t<^  maintain  its  poor  in  their  owh  hoiife^* 
To  afEft  the  feveral  parifhes  in  which  his 
eftates  lay,  in  accomplifhing  this  obje<5l, 
he  fent  to  each  of  them  annually  a  flated 
fum,  correfponding  to  the  number  of  its 
poor,  and  the  extent  of  his  property.     He 
thought  it  unreafbnable  and  unjaft,  to 
carry  his  rents  out  of  a  parifh,  and  leave 
the  whole  burden  of  fuppo^ng  the  poor 
upon  the  tienants ;  a  pradlicc  too  common 
in  Scotland,  where  the  poor,  are  in  many 
parifties,  left  to  be  maintained  by  the  con- 
tributioos  of  their  neighbours,  fometimes 
only  lefs  poor  than  themfelves.      Were 
Lord  Kinnouirs  principles  to  be  adopted, 
and  his  example  to  be  followed,  begging 
would  be  unknown,  poors  rates  unnecef^ 
fary,  and  t^e  poor  equitably  and  fuffici- 
ently  provided  for. 

If  we  view  this  good  man  in  the  capa^ 
city  of  a  LandboMer^  iconnedted  with  a  nu- 
merous body  of  tenants,  his  judgment 
and  prudence  will  appear  no  lefs  cqnfpw 
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cnous,  than  his  benevolence  and  huxxuh 
nity.  He  proceeded  upon  the  maxim, 
that  to  confult  the  comfort  and  profperi- 
ty  of  his  tenants,  was  the  fvireft  means  of 
promoting  his  own  intereft.  He  caufcd 
proper  plans  of  agriculture  to  be  fuggeft- 
cd  to  them,  by  perfons  in  whofe  fkill  her 

had  confidence ; gave  them  leafes  of  a 

proper  length  and  at  moderate  rents,  and 
built  houfes  for  them  in  a  ftile  far  fupe- 
riour  to  any  that  had  been  ufually  given 
to  farmers  in  that  part  of  the  country^ 
He  taught  -them  to  refpeil  tliemfelves  a« 
free-born  Britons,  and  to  repofe-  with 
unlimited  confidence  upon  their  mafter^s 
honour  and  regard  to  their  intereft.  * 

Under  his  judicious  management,  his 
eftate  fpeedily  afTumed  a  new  face  j  im*^ 
provements  rapidly  advanced,  and  his  te* 
nants  profpered.  Inftead  of  concealing, 
they  were  happy  to  avow  to  their  kind 
mafter,  their  improving  circumftances, 
for  they  knew  that  no  undue  advantage 
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would  be  taken  of  the  knowledge  o£ 
fhem.  They  regarded  him  as  their  com- 
mon father,  ever  attentive  to  their  fitua* 
tion,  anxious  to  redrefs  their  grievances, 
ind  tQ  promote  their  profpcrity. 

A  more  particular  account  of  his  con- 
du(5t  ^s  a  lai^dhcilder,  might  affi)rd  much 
pleafing,  as  well  as  ufeful  information^ 
but  bcfidcs  that  this  is  lefe  immediately 
the  object,  of  the  Society,  it  would  lead 
to  too  great  prolixity.  Suflice  it  therefore 
in  general  to  add,  that  he  left  to  his  fuc-^ 
teffor  an  eftate  highly  improved,  and  at 
moft  refpe^j^ble  fet  of  tensuits,  all  thriv-* 
jng,  and  many  of  them  wealthy. 

Their  tears,  and  the  deep  concern  vifi^ 
ble  in  their  countenances,  whi|e  in  filent 
proceffion  they  followed  him  to  the  tomb, 
afforded  to  beholders  a  ftriking,  though 
jpelancholy  proof,  of  the  place  whicbhe 
had  held  in  their  hearts. 

To  landholders  in  general,  but  particu- 
larly to  proprietors  of  exteafive  eftate^g^ 
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tke  Earl  of  Rinnoull,  has  fUrnilhed  by  hil 
example,  decided  eridence,  diat  to  fee  v^ith 
their  own  eyes  the  fituation  of  their  te- 
nants, to  hear  in  peribn  their  complaints, 
CO  redrefs  thefn  when  Well  founded,  and 
in  all  things  to  Confult  their  intereft,  are 
the  moft  infallible  means  of  bringing  real 
imd  permanent  improvement  to  their  pro^ 
perty. 

If  we  follow  this  good  man  into  the 
private  fcenes  of  domeflic  life,  his  charac-^ 
ter  afTumes  a  ftill  more  amiably  engaging 
form*. 

Having  no  children  of  his  own  body, 
(his  only  dhild  having  died  an  infant)  hi^ 
paternal  affec^on  flowed  out  in  conftant 
ftreams  of  tendernefs  to  his  near  relations, 
and  the  numerous  branches  of  his  fa- 
mily* To  all  of  them  his  manners  were 
afledioiiate,  for  the  fenfibiliry  of  his  heart 
Was  great. 

In  the  ficknef^  or  peculiarly  dyitefsfut  ft^ 
iuation  of  fuch  of  them  as  lived  in  hi« 
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Louie,  his  unwearied  attentions  to  tlieif 
ctomfort,  marked  the  delicacy  of  Lis  mind^ 
commanded  the  warineft  returns  of  grate-^ 
ful  affedlion  from  them,  and  excited  the 
admiration  of  all  who  had  accefs  to  ob-» 
fcrve  this  part  of  his  conduct  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered^  therefore,  that  his  fa-' 
mily  and  inmiediate  connexions  in  gene-* 
ral,  looked  up  to  him  with  mingled  rcve-* 
rcnce  and  love. 

But  his  behaviour  to  his  nephew  the 
heir  of  his  title  and  fortune,  (the  prefcnt 
Earl  of  Kinnoull)  claims  a  more  particu* 
lar  notice.  Far  from  regarding  him  witli 
that  jealous  eye,  with  which  men  advail- 
ced  in  life  too  often  behold  their  fuccef- 
fors,  the  late  Earl  unifornlly  felt  and  ex* 
preft  for  his^  the  ftrongeft  attachment; 
and  as  the  conduct  of  his  education  in 
early  life,  had  been  the  object  of  hia 
uncle's  anxious  attention,  fo,  when  grown 
up  to  manhood,  he  admitted  him  into  ha- 
bits of  the  ftridteft  intimacy  and  friend^ 
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^ip;  explained  to  him  all  his  plans  of  air 
teration  or  improvement,  and  the  princir 
pies  on  which  they  were  founded ;  conr 
iiilted  with  him  concerning  their  groprier 
ty,  and  the  rnodes  of  carrying  them  into 
execution*  Anxious,  at  the  fame  time, 
about  the  fixture  welfare  of  his  tenants, 
while  he  introduced  to  them  his  nephew 
as  their  future  mafter,  and  explained  to 
him  their  various  charadlers  and  circxuji- 
ilances,  he  warmjy  recommended  to  him 
that  mild  ^d  generous  plan  pf  condudt 
towards  them  whi<:h  he  himfelf  had  uni- 
formly obferved.  In  the  latter  part  of  hi^ 
life,  he  wiihed  his  nephew  to  take  the  enr 
tire  diredlion  of  his  ^airs, 

Conduf):  fo  truly  generous  and  parent- 
al, obtained  its  natural  and  juft  reward, 
in  the  warmeft  filial  affedion  and  reve- 
rence upon  the  part  of  his  nephew.  As 
po  perfon  more  cordially  loved  and  valur 
?4  this  good  man  while  in  life,  fo  none 
more  unaffedledly  mourned  his  death  than 

9. 


te  who  fucceeded  to  his  raak  iind  f?^rtuiie« 
In  the  future  oondu^  of  that  yotuig  N<>j 
hleaui^  it  is  hoped,  that  his  friettdfe  aii4 
th6  public  will  difcern  the  happy  tffbdts 
^  thofe  excellent  prificiples  ife  which  he 
Was  inftru^ed,  and  ^  that  worthy  exam* 
pk  by  \irhich  they  were  enforced. 

M  k  yhk'ridj  ^t  late  Ekt\  of  KinnouH 

Svas  warm  and  fteady. ^Though  bted  a 

rourtier,  he  profoflfed  no  aflfeftion  which 
he  did  not  feel,  4i:k1  though  hi*  language 
Xvas  gl<yw4Ag^  it  wi^s  fitM:^i*e.  Gonftant  in 
all  his  attachments,  eten  ifi  <>ld  agt  he 
fpoke  of  h*s  friends  With  im  elUfcufiafin 
which  would  hive  don(e  credit  to  the  gciie* 
roiis  feelings  of  J'QUth,  Toothing  feye  groft 
liiilbehavkmr  could  aUenitte  his  regards 
from  thofe  on  wl»<«^  l^e  had  beftowed 
them.  The  ftridleft  integtity,  and  moft 
delicate  fcnfe  of  hoAour,  appeal^  itt  titd 
whole  of  his  intercourfe  With  all  to  whoiU 
he  ftood  related  in  any  of  the  conneAo6$ 
of  life* 
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To  his  fervants  he  was  a  kind  mafter, 
bvcr  attentii^  to  th?ir  comfort  both  in 
health  and  ficknefs.  He  felt  the  obliga-« 
tion  o^  faithful  lemces,  and  nobly  re-* 
Warded  them.  He  knew  to  whom  confi- 
dence was  due,  aiid  never  indulged  iiiA 
t>icion.  Atod  fuch  Was  th^  general  mild-* 
nds  aikd  generofity  of  his  conduct  to  his 
domefticfi,  that  to  be  difmilTed  his  fervice 
was  evet  reg^ded  hj  them  as  the  fevereft 
jpunifhment, 

From  the  variety  of  iniportant  or  inte^ 
retting  obje^  which  conftantly  folicited 
and  engaged  his  attention,  it  wa,<5  impofi 
fible  that  time  could  hang  heavy  on  his 
hands.  To  liftlefTnefs  and  languor,  the 
common  attendants  of  wealth  and  greats 
liels,  he  w^as  a  ftrai^en  His  mind  natu^ 
rally  adlive,  and  habituated  to  employ- 
ment, was  ever  diridled  to  foinething  re- 
quiring thought  or  exertion ;  to  every  hour 
was  afligned  its  proj^r  employment,  and 
in  confequenee  of  a  ftricft  and  perfcrering 
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arrangement,  the  quantity  of  bnfiilels 
which  he  difpatched,  was  great.  Though 
liberal  of  his  money,  he  was  a  rigid  oeco- 
nomift  of  his  time. 

Advanced  age  and  growing  infirmities 
interrupted  not  in  him  the  duties  of  the 
man  and  the  Chriflian;  unavoidable  evils 
he  fuftained  with  piou*  refignation,  and 
as  it  pleafed  God  to  continue  with  him 
his  intelledlual  powers  unimpaired,  to  the 
very  conclufion  of  life,  his  courfe  of  ac-^ 
tive  benevolence  fcarcely  fuffei'ed  an  in- 
terruption. The  laft  a(5ls  of  his  life  were 
thofe  of  friendfhip  and  charity* 

From  thefe  impcfrfedl  fketches  may  be 
formed  an  idea  of  the  character  of  this 
truly  good  man.     To  fum  it  up  in  a  few 

words, his  piety  was  exalted^  his  bene^ 

volence  large,  his  charity  extenfive,  his 
converfation  chafte  and  edifying,  his  man-^ 
ners  exemplary.  In  his  whole  deport^ 
incnt  were  feen,  the  dignity  of  the  No* 
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bleman,  the  learning  of  the  Scholar,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  Chriflian. 

The  approaches  of  death,  long  forefeen 
and  familiar  to  his  mind,  he  beheld  with 
ferenity  and  fortitude,  for  his  confidence 
reded  upon  that  foundation  which  he 
knew  death  itfelf  coidd  not  fhake.  No 
words  can  do  £[>  much  juftice  to  his  len- 
timents  upon  this  fubjei^  as  his  own. 
They  were  expreft  to  the  Author  of  the 
preceding  Sermon,  in  courfe  of  a  kmg 
and  ferious  converfation  upon  the  fubjecfl 
of  it,  a  Ihort  while  before  his  deadi.  As 
the  general  theme  was  of  his  recommen- 
dation, fo  he  fpecified  fome  of  the  parti- 
cular topics  which  he  wifhed  to  be  intro- 
duced in  it,  particularly  the  dodlrine.  of 
the  atonement* 

"  I  have  always  confidered  the  a- 
"  toncment  of  Chrift,*'  faid  he,  *'  to 
"  be  chara<5lferiftical  of  the  gofpel  as  a 
"  fyftem  of  religion.  Strip  it  of  that 
"  do(5lrine,  and  you  reduce  it  to  a  fcheme 


(     '26    ) 

^  of  morality^  excellent  indeed,  and  CvLch 
^  as  the  world  never  iaw,  but  to  man  in 
^  the  prefeiit  ftate  of  hia  £iicultie8,  ahfb-^ 
^  Imely  impra(^cabki  The  atonement 
^  of  Gmfti  tod  the  truths  immediately 
^  conneded  yrith  that  fundamental  prin<«> 
^  ciplc,  proiride  a  remedy  for  all  the 
^  Wants  and  weakncffes  of  bur  nature^ 
^  They  who  ftrivc  to  remove  thefe  preci-* 
*  om  do<^lrinea  from  the  word  of  God^ 
**  do  an  irreparable  injury  to  the  gran4 
^  and  beautiful  fyftem  of  religion  which 
^^  it  contains,  as  well  as  to  the  comfort 
^  and  hopes  of  man.  For  my  own  parti 
^^  I  am  now  an  old  man,  and  have  expe^ 
^  perienccd  the  infirmities  of  advanced 
^  years.  Of  late,  in  the  courfe  of  fever* 
**  and  dangerous  illnefs,  I  have  been  re-^ 
**  peatedly  brought  to  the  gates  of  death. 
**  My  time  in  this  world  cannot  now  be 
*^  long.  But  With  truth  I  can  declarCj 
**  that  in  inidft  of- all  my  paft  affliAions, 
**  my  heart  was  fupported  and  comforted, 
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^  by  a  firm  reliance  upon  the  merits  and 
"  atonement  of  my  Saviour ;  and  now  in 
**  the  near  profpedl  of  entering  upon  aa 
"  eternal  world,  this  is  the  foundation^- 
"  and  the  only  foundation  of  my  confix 
^*  dence  and  hope." 

In  thefe  fentiments  he  fteadily  perfe^ 
vered  till  the  conclufion  of  the  fcene.  Hi^ 
laft  illnefs  continued  but  a  few  days,  it 
was  a  wafting  and  decline  of  nature^ 
unattended  with  pain.  On  the  27^^-  De- 
cember 1 787,  without  a  ftruggle,  or  groan^ 
or  change  of  countenance,  he  expired. 


**  MARK  THE  PERFECT. MAN  AND  BE» 
"  HOLD  THE  UPRIGHT:  FOR  THE  END  09 
''  THAT  MAN  IS  PEACE/* 
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of  the  Royal  Exchange,  Secretary  to 
the  Society. 
William  Fiillef ,  Efq;  and  Son,  Bankers, 
Lombard-Street. 


Farm  (f  a  Bequejl  or  Legacy. 

Item^  I  give  and  bequeath  the  fum  of 
to  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge,  to 
be  applied  (to  the  purpofes  of  the  firft  or 
fecond  patent,  as  the  donor  pleafes.)  See 
both  patents,  p.  54  and  59,  of  the  account 
of  the  Society,  publiflied  in  May  1 774. 

Those  who  may  be  pleafed  to  favour 
thia^  Society  with  Bequefts  or  Legacies,  are 
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Wry  words  above  c^recSed ;  and  particu- 
larly to  take  care  that  the  Words j  in  ScoU 
landy  .be  not  omitted* 


JVt  A  The  uncommon  kngth'of  the 
^mori  and  Appendix,  having  already  ex- 
tended this  publication  to  a  confiderable 
fize,  it  was  judged  proper  to  omit  the  ufual 
Annual  Account  of  the  Schools  in  the  So-i 
ciety's  fcrvic^;  bat  this,  with  other  par- 
ticulars refpe<5ling  the  Society,  will  fooa 
^e  given  to  the  public  in  a  iepatafie  publi- 
cation.   .       .... 
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l^lBERAL  CHARITY  STATED  Al^D  kECOMMENELD  OK 
THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOSPElf.  " 


A    SERMON, 

PH^ACnCD  EEroRE 

THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND 
rOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE; 

AT  THEIR  ANNrVERSA^lY  MEETING 

IN  THE  HIGH  CHURCH  OF  EDINBURGH, 

On  Friday  June  $,  I7S9. 

BY  THE  REVEREND  ROBERT  BALFOUR, 

ONE  OF  THE  MINISTERS  OF  GLASCOWi 
To  which  Is  added 

AN  APPENDIX, 

\ 
Coatal^lng  an  AbflrtA  of  tbe 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Since  June  f]%T,  .  *  \ 


EDINBURGH: 

jRtHTED  AT  THE  flf OlIO  5>ref!Sf,  BY  MART4N  AN1»  M*DOWALL. 
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lize,  it  was  judged  proper  to  omit  the  ufual 
Annual  Account  of  the  Schools  in  the  So-* 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


DAVID  EARL  OF  LEVEN  AND  MELVDLL, 


PRESIDENT  O?  THE  SOCIETY 


FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEGDE, 


FOLLOWING  SERMON 


RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED 


HIS  lordship's 


MOST  OBEDIENT,  AND  MOST  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


DAVID  EARL  OF  LEVEN  AND  MELVDLL, 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEGDE, 


THE 


FOLLOWING  SERMON 


RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED 


HIS  lordship's 


MOST  OBEDIENT,  AND  MOST  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


Edinburgh,  June  j.  1789. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Sockty  In  Scotland  for 
Propagating  Cbriftian  Knowledge, 

.  mHE  thanks  of  the  Society  were  given  from 
the  Chair  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Balfour^  for  his 
excellent  Sermon  this  day  preached  before  them  ; 
and  he  was  requejled  to  give  his  manufcript 
of  the  fame  ^  to  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Society. 

Jo.  Kemp,  Sec. 


Sermon. 


2  Coil  ix.  6. last  clause. 

ice  which  soweth  bountifully  shall  keat 
bountifullV, 

Ike  fcriptures  abound  in  a  great  Variety  of 
the  mofl  beautiful  images,  and  figurative  allufi- 
ons.  Thefe  are  fometimes  employed  as  the  only 
fit  conveyance  of  fpiritual  truths  to  our  minds; 
ibmetimes  as  apt  and  affefting  illuftrations  of 
known  truths;  and  fometimes  to  prefs  them 
more  forcibly  upon  our  attention,  and  allure  us 
into  a  n^ore  cheerful  compliance  with  their  de- 
fign.  In  this  and  the  preceding  chapter  the  a- 
poftle  urges  the  Corinthians  to  be  charitable  to 
the  poor  faints.  By  the  moll  infinuating  addrefs 
he  takes  poffeffion  of  every  avenue  to  their  hearts, 
and  puts  them  under  the  pleafing  neceffity  of 
yielding  to  his  generous  defign.  However,  left, 
covetoufnefs  fliould  exert  a  fecret  counteraSing 
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influence,  and  fuggefl  that  the  required  liberal 
ty  would  fubjed  them  to  a  great  and  unproduc 
tive  expence,   he  fully  obviates  the   objeftion 
without  formally  dating  it,  for  he  reprobates  tlK 
gift  beftowed  with  reludance,  and  promifes  am 
pie  returns  to  the  cheerful  giver.     The  inftruc* 
tion  thus  given,  needed  not  the  affiftance  of  me- 
taphor, to  render  it  intelligible :  But  it  is  admi* 
rably  illuflrated  and  enforced  by  the  choice  of  a 
fimilitude,  perfeftly  expreflive  of  his  intenrion. 
•*  He  that  foweth  bountifully  fhall  reap  bounti- 
**  fully."     As  well  might  the  hufbandman  look 
upon  the  feedunfparingly  fcattered  in  his  field,  to 
l>e  for  ever  loft ;  as  the  truly  bountiful  man  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  riches,  which,  with  a  liberal  hand  he 
hath  expended  upon  the  poor,  are  thrown  away. 
The  expeftations  and  returns  in  the  one  cafe, 
are  not  more  reafonable  and  certain,  than  in  the 
other.     The  general  fentiment  then  is,  that  li- 
beral charity  fhall  receive  a  rich  and  ftill  reward* 
I  leave  the  metaphor  to  illuftrate  this  fentiment. 
Such  a  fubjeft  cannot  be  unfuitable,  when  met 
to  give  our  countenance  and  fupport  to  a  chan- 
table  inftitution,  great  in  its  defigns,  and  extcn- 
five  in  its  operation.    We  pay  a  juft,  refpeftft'* 
and  grateful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  its  fr'^ 
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JFounders,  and  to  the  prefent  members  of  the  ve« 
^^^7  refpedable  fociety,  whofe  unceafing  exertions 
P^  fand  influence  have  been  fo  honourably  and  fuc- 
'^^ccfsfuUy  employed  in  following  out  the  original 
''^  fcheme,  when  we  aflemble  at  their  defire,  to 
"^^  worfhip  that  God,  who  alone  can  crown  their  la- 
bours of  love,  and  our  co-operating  charity  with 
a  rich  and  eiFe£lual  bleffing.  To  direft  and  ant- 
mate  our  profecution  of  this  important  objed,  I 
fliall  endeavour,  through  divine  grace,  fiVy?,  To 
delineate  the  charafter  reprefented  in  the  text ; 
and  Secondly  J  To  illuftrate  the  meaning  and  de* 
fign  of  the  promife  annexed. 

Let  us  begin  with  calling  your  attention  to 
the  charafter  here  reprefented,  "  He  that  foweth 
**  bountifully,*'  in  other  words,  the  man  of  li- 
beral charity. , 

And  I  obferve,  Firjly  That  this  is  a  charac- 
ter formed  and  perfected  under  the  influence 
of  fupreme  regard  to  God  and  the  Redeem- 
er. No  character  can  acquire  any  eftabliflied 
diftin£tion  by  a  fingle  aftion,  or  a  few  occa- 
fional   exertions.      Thefe   mufl:    be  uniformly 

called  forth  by  fome  fixed  correfponding  prin- 

Aij 
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cipic,  othcrwifc  the  features  will  daily  change, 
and  a  variable  charafter  appear.  Indeed,  our  de* 
cifions  upon  character  can  feldom  be  true,  when 
founded  on  tranfient  evidence.  But  higher  evi- 
dence we  cannot  expeft,  unlefs  men  aft  npon 
principle,  and  no  principle  can  be  fo  powerful 
and  extenfive  in  its  influence  as  the  love  of  God 
and  the  Redeemer.  Wherever  this  prevails,  the 
mind  afpires  to  every  degree  of  moral  excellence, 
and  there  is  perhaps  no  branch  of  that  excellence, 
in  which  its  operation  is  more  certain,  and  ap- 
parent, than  ihat  of  charity.  Hence  we  read, 
**  That  love  is  of  God,  and  every  one  that  loveth  h 
"  bornof  Gocl,andknowethGod.  He  that  loveth 
•'  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love.  He 
**  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
♦'  God  in  him.  But  whofo  hath  this  world's 
**  goods,  and  feeth  bis  brother  have  need,  and 
*'  fliutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compaflion  from 
^.*  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him?" 
Wherefore  adds  the  apoftle,  addreffing  himfelf 
to  profeflSng  Chriftians,  *♦  My  little  children,  let 
^*  us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  tongue,  but  in 
^'  deed."  Thus  it  appears,  that  beneficent  love 
%o  men  is  at  once  a  natural  confequence  ai^ 
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proof  of  knowing  the  love  of  ^God,  and  loving 
him. 

Men,  deftitute  of  this  principle,  and  who  do 
not  pretend  to  aft  under  its  influence,  may  ex- 
hibit remarkable  inftances  oF  charity.  Thef(?,  it 
is  not  my  bufinefs  at  prefent,  to  trace  to  their 
various  fources,  far  lefs,  to  reprobate  the  bene- 
ficial aftions  to  which  they  give  rife.  In  as  far 
as  they  are  ufeful  to  fociety,  they  merit  public 
praife.  I  cheerfully  oflPer  my  tribute  of  grateful 
iicknowledgment,  while  I  regret  their  want  of 
that  nobleft  and  moll  operative  principle,  which 
would  render  them  completely  amiable  and 
praife- worthy.  If,  while  ftrangers  to  its  influ- 
ence, they  do  fo  much  good,  what  would  they 
not  do,  how  much  more  extenfively  ufeful  would 
they  not  be,  were  love  to  God,  and  his  Son,  the 
ruling  pafljon  in  their  minds  ?  Without  dero- 
gating from  their  liberality,  permit  me  to  fay, 
that  in  their  ftate  of  alienation  from  the  life  and 
love  of  God,  we  can  have  little  dependence  on 
their  continuing  or  abounding  in  that  fort  of 
goodnefs.*  Nay,  their  circumftances,  and  views, 
in  this  condition,  rather  tend  to  blunt  their  kn- 
fibilities,  to  put  reftraints  upon  their  generous 
exertions,  and  to  give  them  a  confined,  parlial^^ 
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or  capricious  direSion.  Ignorant  of,  or  inatten^ 
tive  to  the  divine  charader,  they  can  have  no 
perfed  ftandard  of  excellence*  Self,  or  the  crea- 
ture in  fome  form  or  6ther,  is  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of  mankind. 
With  fuch  inferior  objefts  in  their  eye,  virtuous 
emulation  can  rife  to  no  high  pitch.  They  are 
aftuated  merely  by  felfifh-  and  worldly  motives, 
and  the  bed  impreflions  which  thefe  can  make  on 
their  minds  muft  be  temporary  and  fluftuating; 
their  operation  is  exceedingly  limited,  or  eafily 
interrupted.  Nay,  when  there  exift  no  higher 
principles  of  human  conduft,  muft  we  not  ra^ 
ther  fufpeft  that,  inftead  of  beneficence,  very 
different  and  oppofite  effeds  will  more  frequent- 
ly follow,  even  malevolent  affedions  and  injuri- 
ous pradices.  The  fcriptures  therefore,  in  de- 
fcribing  the  charader  of  apoftate  men,  reprefent 
them,  as  not  only  enemies  to  God  in  their  minds, 
and  by  wicked  works,  but  as  naturally  "  living  in 
**  malice  and  envy,  hateful  and  hating  one  ano* 
*'  ther."  Whatever  more  favourable  conftrudion 
we  may  attempt  to  put  upon  thefe  declarations  of 
fcripture,  I  am  confident  that  it  will  be  admitted 
by  all,  that  they,  whofe  charader  is  formed  and 
maintained  under  the  iiifluence  of  fupreme  love 
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to  God,  and  the  Saviour,  muft  excel  in  all  good* 
nefs,  and  particularly  in  the  moft  liberal  chari* 
ly.    Muft  not  the  lover,  the  admirer  of  the  Di* 
vine  charafter,  wifli  above  all  things  to  imitate 
it  in  every  imitable  perfeftion  ?  IF  the  enmity  of 
the  carnal  mind  difcover  itfelf  in  refufing  fubjec* 
tion  to  the  law  of  God,  when  that  enmity  is  flain, 
and  friendfhip  reftored,  muft  not  the  will  of  God 
become  t;^e  will  of  the  man  ?    Can  he  hear  the 
divine  command  without  echoing  back,  that  to 
love  God  "  with  all  the  heart,  and  with  all  the 
"  underftanding,  and  with  all  the  foul,  and  with 
"  all  the  ftrength,  and  to  love  his  neighbour  as 
*'  himfelf^  is  more  than  all  burnt-offerings."   If 
^^  his  eyes  are  turned  away  from  beholding  va- 
**  nity,"  to  the  contemplation  of  divine  excel- 
lence, greatnefs,  and  grace,  muft  not  his  foul 
expand  with  the  enlarged  profpeft  before  him, 
and  in  a  manner  partake  of  the  divine  nature  ? 
If  he  is  made  wife,  fpiritually  to  underftand,  and 
faithfully  to  trace  the  ways  of  providence;  if  he 
thus  perceives,  that "  God  is  good  to  all,  and 
*'  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  other 
*'  works, — that  he  makes  his  fun  to  Ihine  and  his 
"  rain  to  defcend  on  the  juft,  and  the  unjuft,— 
"  that  his  eyes  go  to  and  fro  to  fliow  himfelf 
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^*  mighty,  in  behalf  of  thofe  whofe  hearts  ar< 
**  perfeft  towards  him ;"  muft  not  love  to  fo 
bountiful  a  Benefaftor,  effedually  prompt  him 
*'  to  do  good  to  all,  efpecially  to  thofe  of  the 
**  houfehold  of  faith,  yea  to  be  merciful  as  his 
**  father  in  heaven  is  merciful  ?*'  When  his  di- 
vinely illuminated  mind  takes  all  thefe  views  of 
God,  as  arifing  from,  and  connected  with  the 
grand  fcheme  of  man's  falvation,  how  is  his  heart 
enlarged  and  moved  with  generous  fentiments  ? 
Gan  he  think  of  *'  God  fo  loving  the  world,  as 
*'  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,"  and  with-hold 
any  poffible  return  of  aflfedion  and  duty  ?  Can 
he  contemplate^  and  experience  "  the  grace  of 
^'  our  Lord  Jefus,  in  becoming  poor  to  make  ma- 
*'  ny  rich,*'  without  feeling  and  exerting  at  oncd 
all  the  warmth  of  gratitude  and  of  a  fimilar  be- 
nevolence ?  Having  the  Divine  character  ftrong- 
ly  reprefented  to  his  mind  by  the  l^irit  of  truths 
**  the  defire  of  his  foul  is  henceforth  towards 
*'  him,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  name :"  he 
feels  and  confefles  indeed  that  his  goodnefs  can- 
not extend  to  an  objefl:  infinitely  glorious,  but, 
in  the  higheft  admiration  and  love,  of  this  fu- 
preme,  divine  perfedion  and  grace,  he  is  ambi* 
tious  to  imitate  thefe  in  the  exercife  of  all  good- 
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nefs  "  to  the  faints,  as  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
"  earth,"  yea,  and  to  all  his  fellow-men :  Hi« 
own  enemies,  and  the  irreligious  and  profane  are 
not  excluded  from  his  benevolent  regards* 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  man  of  liberal  cha- 
rity is  one  who  gives  cheerfully  according  to 
his  ability.  The  facred  oracles  teach  us  that 
charity  is  not  fo  much  to  be  meafured  by  what 
we  give,  as  by  tKe  proportion  which  it  bears 
to  •t)ur  circumftances  in  life,  and  the  manner 
in  which  we  beftow  it.  We  find  a  moil  in- 
ftruftive  piece  of  hiftory  to  this  purpofe  in  Mark 
xii»  41.  where  our  Lord  takes  notice  of  the  con- 
tributions made  to  the  public  treafury.  None 
are  cenfured  for  negleft,  nay,  it  is  granted  that 
"  the  rich  gave  much."  But  notwithftanding 
this  (how  of  liberality,  a  poor  widow  who  only 
gave  in  two  mites,  receives  his  diftioguilhed  ap- 
probation. Her  oflfering  was  in  itfelf  infignifi- 
•  cant.— But  what  faith  the  unerring  Judge  ?  ver. 
43. 44.  **  He  called  unto  him  his  difciples,  and 
"  faith  unto  them,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that 
"  this  poor  widow  hath  caft  more  in  than  all 
"  they  which  have  caft  into  the  treafury.  For 
*'*all  they  did  caft  in  of  their  abundance,  but  (he 
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"  of  her  ^vant  did  caft  in  all  that  (he  ha*d,  even 
"  all  her  living." — A  judgment  founded  not  on 
the  outward  appearance  of  things,  but  on  the  re- 
lations which  thefe  feveral  offerings  bore  to  the  real 
clrcumftances  of  the  donors,  and  the  motives  from 
which  they  afted.  A  fimilar  decifion  is  given, 
2  Cor.  viii.  1 2.  where  the  apoftle  declares,  ^that, 
"  if  there  be  firft  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted 
"  according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  accord- 
"  ing  to  that  he  hath  not."  This  too  is  the  plain 
import  of  the  diredion  in  his  firft  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians,  chap.  xvi.  1.2.  "  Now-concerning 
"  the  coUedion  for  the  faints,  as  I  have  given 
**  order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  fo  do 
"  ye ;  upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  let  every 
"  one  of  you  lay-by  him  in  ftore,  as  God  has 
^^  profpered  him.^*  By  the  exhortation  imme- 
diately following  our  text,  the  apoftle  gives  this 
very  account  of  liberal  charity.  "  Every  man 
<«  according  as  he  purpofeth  in  his  heart,  fo  let 
"  him  give,  not  grudgingly^  or  of  neceffity^  for 
"  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver."  Thus  we  arc 
taught  to  eftimate  charity  by  a  comparative  view 
of  it  with  our  worldly  fubftance  and  our  difpo- 
fitions.  Let  not  perfons  in  affluence  value  them- 
felves  as  truly  liberal,  becaufe  upon  fome  oca* 
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iions  they  have  contributed  largely  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  indigent  brethren,  but  let  them  in- 
quire whether  their  charity  correfponds  to  their 
abundance,  and  whether  even  what  they  give  is 
extorted,  or  freely  and  moft  cheerfully  parted 
with.  Let  not  thefe  in  inferior  ftations  and  cir- 
cumftances  think  themfelves  excufed  from  this 
duty,  as  being,  in  their  own  opinion,  incapable 
of  affording  any  ufeful  or  4ecent  affiftance  to  the 
deflitute  and  afflided.  But  let  them  remember  the 
widow's  mite,  as  not  only  accepted,  but  efteem- 
ed  by  the  beft  judge  of  the'Avorth  of  adions,  a 
richer  offering  than  the  vaft  fums  which  the  rich 
gave  out  of  their  abundance.  He  who  bleffed 
to  the  widow  of  Zarephath  her  handful  of  meal 
and  cruife  of  oil  with  permanent  virtue  to  nou- 
rifh^her  and  her  fon,  can,  in  ways  unknown  to 
us,  and  to  an  extent  of  ufefulnefs  inconceivable 
by  us,  enrich  with  his  bleffmg  the  fmallefl:  offer- 
ings. I  mean  not  by  this  to  ftate  an  invidious  com- 
parifon  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  to  reduce 
the  value  of  what  is  done  by  the  former,  and  mag- 
nify the  fervices  of  the  latter ;  but  to  fhow  that  in 
either  fituation,  the  charafter  I  am  defcribing 
may  be,  and  is  in  faft  mod  truly  and  honourably 
maintained,  when  it  bears  a  juft  proportion  to 
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our  worldly  ftock  and  profperity,  and  when  wk 
**  freely  give  as  having  freely  received.*'  I  have 
joined  the  ability  and  inclination  to  do  good,  be- 
caufe  both  mull  be  ferioufly  attended  to  in  the 
proper  exercife  of  charity^  to  diftingulfli  it  on 
the  one  hand  from  the  thoughtlefs  pfofiifion  erf 
the  prodigal,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the 
niggardly  pittance  of  the  mifer.  The  former,  by 
ignorance  of,  or  inattention  to  his  proper  funds, 
may  inconfiderately  throw  away  what  is  not  his 
own ;  he  may  thus  feed  the  poor,  suid  feed  his 
own  vanity,  but  what  is  given  at  the  expence  of 
others,  is  not  charity;  it  is  grofs  injuftice.  This 
folly  and  iniquity,  however,  can  never  juftify  the 
J^enurious,  covetous,  mean-fpirited  wretch,  who 
cannot  admit  ^  thought  or  care  beyond  himfelf 
and  his  coffer.  Wrapt  up  in  unceafmg  atten- 
tion to  his  ufelefs  wealth,  he  never  believes 
himfelf  able,  becaufe  he  never  feels  himfelf  wil- 
ling to  relieve  the  neceffities  of  others.  How 
different,  how  fuperior  to  both  thefe  charafters, 
is  the  man  who  knows  what  he  can  give,  and 
has  a  heart  to  beftow? — Who,  in  the  confcious 
poffeflion  of  riches,  values  them  only  as  the 
means  of  ufefulnefs^— receives  and  employs  them 
^s  a  facred  trull  from  the  great  Lord  ai\d  Pro* 


(  <3  ) 
prietor  of  all,  and  who,  as  his  grateful  and  faith- 
ful fteward,  honours  him  with  big  fubftance. 
This  is  a  man  of  an  excellent,  open^  liberal  fpi- 
rit,  **  He  looks  not  to  his  own  things,  but  to 
**  the  things  of  others.  He  is  not  high-minded, 
"  but  condefcends  to  them  of  low  eftate.  He 
**  trufts  not  in  uncertaui  riches,  but  in  the  liv- 
"  iftg  God,  who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to 
**  enjoy,"  and  he  therefore  lays  them  out  for  his 
glory,  and  the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
**  He  is  rich  in  good  Works,  ready  to  diftribute, 
"  willing  to  communicate.*'  This  cheerftil  li- 
berality is  not  the  effefi  of  a'  great  effort,  pro- 
duced by  the  violence  of  public  demand,  or  the 
reliiUefs  cry  of  mifery  forcing  attention,  but  it 
is  the  refult  of  the  prevailing  direction  of  his 
mind.  Like  that  God  who  is  the  objeft  of  his 
fupreme  affeftion,  he  waits  to  be  gracious,  and 
delights  in  fhowing  mercy;  "  he  devifeth  liberal 
**  things ;  he  giveth  liberally,  and  upbraidethnot/' 
Like  the  benevolent  and  the  beneficent  Saviour, 
he  is  ready  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  (ho wing 
kindnefs,  and  goes  about  doing  good.  He  may 
not  have  filver  or  gold,  to  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  poor  and  helplefS)  but  he  does  not  therefore 
fout  up  his  bowels  of  compaffion  from  them. 
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Whatever  is  in  his  power  to  give,  he  gives  with- 
out reluftance.  If  he  cannot  relieve  them,  he 
feels  for  them  and  weeps  with  them.  A  mind  fo 
willing  never  fails  to  find  opportunities  of  doing 
good,  and  when  they  occur,  he  eagerly  embra- 
ces them.  The  objedions  and  apologies  which 
fatisfy  others,  are,  in  his  mind,  quickly  repelled, 
and  yield  at  once  to  the  more  perfuafive  power 
of  fympathy  and  love. 

In  the  third  place,  true  liberal  charity  is 
wifely  divided  amongft  many,  and  proportioned 
to  the  objefts  upon  which  it  afts.  It  is  not, 
it  cannot  be.  confined  to  near  relations,  inti* 
mate  friends,  or  particular  favourites.  Thefe 
it  will  never  negled  ;  nay,  to  thefe  its  firft  at- 
tentions are  naturally  directed.  But  whatever 
may  be  its  partialities  to  thofe  immediately  con- 
neded  with  us, .  or  who  love  and  refemble  us, 
it  cannot  remain  under  thefe  leftriftions.  The 
principle  which  gave  it  birth,  extends  its  influ- 
ence in  every  poffible  direftion.  The  objeds 
which  folicit  the  friendly  aid  of  charity,  are  ma- 
ny and  various.  Here  we  find  the  aflflifted  bo- 
dy,— there  the  grieved  mind.  Here  a  mourning 
defolate  widow — there  dqftitute  orphans.— Per- 
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haps  both  together  fitting  in  filent  dejection,  6r 
agitated  with  all  the  violence  of  grief.  At  one 
lime  we  hear  the  plaintive  voice  of  the  friendlefs 
folitary  mourner — ^at  another,  the  united  cries 
of  a  numerous  ftarving  family.  Turn  to  the  one 
hand,  and  feeble  tottering  old  age  requefts  fup- 
port — turn  to  the  other  hand,  and  the  deferted 
infant,  or  neglefted  youth,  requires  a  kind  in- 
terpofition.  Thefe,  and  many  fimilar  cafes  of 
urgent  neceflity,  claim  the  attention  and  care  of 
the  compaffionate  and  generous.  On  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  how  does  the  man  of  liberal  charity  feel 
and  aft  ?  Is  theatrical  reprefentation  neceflary  to' 
roufe  his  fenfibilities  ?  Muft  he  learn  from  the 
fictitious  tale  of  mifery  to  companionate  real 
diftrefs  ?  Muft  his  heart  be  taught  by  the  tongue 
of  the  pathetic  orator  to  move  with  fentiments 
of  generous  fympathy  ?  No  !  well-attefted  fads 
are  fufficient  to  call  them  forth  to  the  moft  fea- 
fonable  and  effeftual  exertions  ;  or  he  repairs 
to  the  houfe  of  the  mourners,  and  feeing,  with 
his.  own  eyes,  and  hearing,  with  his  own  cars,  he 
mingles  his  tears  with  theirs — his  heart  over- 
flows with  the  tendereft  emotions,  and  his  hand 
readily  adminifters  'according  to  his  abilities, 
A  mid  ft  fuch  various  fcenes  of  forrow,  that  ^^hich 
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overwhelms  him  moil  is,  that  tie  cannot  extend 
his  help  to  all.  This,  however,  checks  not  the 
ardour  of  his  charity,  but  prompts  his  wifdom 
and  prudence  to  contrive  how  he  may  moft  ufe- 
fully  divide  his  labours  of  love.  He  cannot 
think  of  devoting  them  entirely  to  one,  or  9 
very  few,  becaufe  thus  they  might  receive  too 
much,  and  others  too  little.  But  while  he  can- 
not be  confined  within  a  very  fmall  circle,  both 
prudence  and  charity  forbid  his  taking  too 
wide  a  range,  left  he  fhould  defeat  his  own.  be- 
nevolent purpofes ;  by  extending  thus  too  far,  his 
means  would  prove  unequal  to  the  end.  Much 
may  be  given  away,  and  yet  lofe  its  effed,  by 
being  divided  into  fo  many  fmall  parts  that  al- 
moft  none  receive  material  benefit.  He  there- 
fore confiders  who  are  the  moft  needy,  the  moft 
worthy,  and  what  are  their  different  refources, 
and  he  adapts  bis  charity  to  4heir  ftate  and  cha- 
rafter.  He  clothes  the  naked,  or  feeds  the  hun- 
gry, or  comforts  the  difconfolate,  or  educates  the 
friendlefs  youth,  or  adminifters  counfel  to  the 
ignorant,  the  perplexed,  and  the  unexperienced. 
Full  of  defire  to  anfwer  all  demands,  when  his 
own  funds  are  infufficient,  he  thinks  it  not  mean 
nor  troublefome  to  a(k  afliftance,  and  plead  the 
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caufe  of  the  deftitute.  He  does  not  ftop  to  in- 
quire, who  is  my  neighbour  ?  By  the  ties  of  hu- 
manity he  feels  his  heart  knit  to  the  whole  hu- 
man race.  While  he  looks  up  with  devotion 
and  gratitude  to  their  common  parent,  he  looks 
around  him  with  kind '  and  tender  attachment, 
and  fays,  "  Are  we  not  all  his  offspring  ?*'-— 
Thefe  amiable  and  humane  difpofitions  rife  to  a 
ftill  more  exalted  benevolence,  under  the  expe- 
rienced influence  of  the  divine  Saviour's  grace 
and  benignity.  In  one  affeftionate  embrace  the 
Chriftian  clafps  the  whole  world.  Even  to  ene- 
mies and  ftrangers  he  wiflies  to  ftretch  his  re- 
lieving beneficent  hand.  Though  no  returns  in 
kind  ihould  be  made,  nay,  though  ads  of  ge- 
nerofity  or  friendfliip  (hould  meet  with  infenfi- 
bility  and  ingratitude,  the  ardour  of  liis  liberal 
charity  cannot  be  damped,  or  diverted  from  the 
honourable  purfuits  of  ^oodnefs  and  mercy. 

Lajlly^  That  may  well  be  called  liberal 
charity,  which  is  defigned  to  promote  the  great- 
eft  pofBble  good.  If  it  be  charity  to  grant  a 
temporary  relief  to  individuals,  a  permanent 
pfovifion  made  or  fupported  upon  principles  of 
public  utility,  and  put  under  proper  manage- 
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mcnt,  muft  be  the  expreflion  pf  a  richer  libe- 
rality. If  the  occafional  aids  of  fympathy  af- 
fording a  feafonable  fervice  to  men  racked  with 
pain,  or  pining  under  infirmity  and  want,  be 
charity^  how  is  the  charity  increafed,  when  the 
means  of  preferving  and  promoting  health  are 
plentifully  fumifhed  ?  If,  befides  comforting 
and  helping  afflided  old  age,  we  alfo  take  the 
helplefs  young  under  our  care,  and  form  them 
to  habits  of  fobriety  and  induftry ;  if  we  do 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  render  them  vir- 
tuous, happy,  and  valuable  members  of  fociety, 
— -ftill  more  if  we  extend  our  concern  for  their 
welfare  to  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  interefls, 
fuch  benevolent  defigns  and  purfuits  muft  be 
prompted  and  animated  by  the  liberal  mind  that 
devifeth  liberal  things.  Every  inftance  of  eflfec- 
tual  relief  to  the  afflifted,  the  needy,  or  the  op- 
preffed,  is  in  itfelf  an  adk  of  generofity ;  but  the 
greater  the  evil  and  danger  from  which  we  are 
delivered,  and  the  greater  the  fafety  and  good  to 
which  we  are  raifed,  the  more  highly  we  admire 
the  means  of  our  diftinguiOied  efcape  and  ad- 
vantage. When  we  confider  fm  in  its  own  na- 
ture, and  certain  eternal  confequences,* the  great- 
eft  poiEble  evil  is  then  before  our  eyes.   But  for 
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it,  no  other  evil  could  have  exifted  :  By  it  the 
name  of  God  hath  been  diflionoured,  human  na- 
ture degraded,  the  world  fubjefted  to  every  ca- 
lamity, and  all  mankind  to  eternal  punifliment. 
Here  is  the  dreadful  fource  of  all  human  woe, 
and  this   moral  evil  is  univerfal.     **  All  have 
**  finned,'  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God  ;** 
and  we  know  that  "  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,'* 
eternal  death.     **  What  then  (hall  we  do  to  be 
**  faved,'*  and  to  fave  our  brethren  ?  Does  the 
heart  heave,  and  the  tear  drop,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  afflifted  and  the  dying  ?  What  rivers  of 
tears  (hould  run  down  our  eyes,  when  we  fee 
the  wicked  forget  God,  forfake  his  laws,  and 
deftroy  themfelves  ?  To  convert  a  finner,  is  to 
fave  a  foul  from  death.     "  What  fhall  it  profit  a 
*'  man,  if  he  ihall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe 
"  his  own  foul  ?  Or  what  can  a  man  give  in  ex- 
*^  change  for  the  foul  ?**  Is  there  then  no  charity 
in  the  world  to  exert  itfelf  in  this  moft  important 
fpbere  ?  Or  is  the  redemption  of  the  foul  fo  pre* 
cious,  that  it  muft  ceafe  for  ever,   becaufe  no. 
man,  however  opulent  and  well  difpofed,  can 
offer  a  fufficient  ranfom  for  himfelf,  or  for  his 
brother  ?  How  muft  we  extol  the  charity  which 
brings  relief  in  a  crifis  fo  awful  and  important  ? 

Cij 


(      20      ) 

We  are  this  day  happy  witneffes  that  it  hath  ap- 
peared, and  ftill  exifts  upon  earth.  It  hath  been 
feen  in  the  form  of  man,  and  clothed  with  all 
the  energies  of  God.  "  God  is  love,  and  God 
'^  was  manifefted  in  the  flefli/* — See  yonder 
heavens  open,  and  the  Son  of  the  higheft  de- 
fcending — ^yea,  flying  on  the  wings  of  unequal- 
led love,  to  fave  a  guilty  perifliing  world. — 
Behold,  admire,  and  imitate.  .  "  He  is  the 
"  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
"  prefs  image  of  hi^  perfon."  '*  Lo  !  I  come," 
faid  he,  "  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
**  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with  thefons  of 
^*  men.*'  Were  ever  the  ears  of  finfiil  mortals 
faluted  with  fo  joyful  a  found  ?  **  The  voice 
''  of  rejoicing  and  falvation  is  in  the  tabernacles 
**  of  the  righteous ;  for  the  Lord  is  their  flrength 
'*  and  fong,  he  alfo  is  become  their  falvation.'' 
*'  Let  every  heart  now  fay,  amen,  hofannah  to  • 
'^  the  Son  of  David,  hofannah  in  the  higheft, 
^'  blefled  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
**  Lord  to  fave.'*  "  Righteoufnefs  having  thus 
^^  looked  down  from  heaven,  mercy  and  truth 
*'  meet  together  on  earth."  **  Now  abideth 
**  faith,  hope,  and  charity  ;  and  the  greateft  o{ 
**  tbefe  is  charity :" — And  the  greateft  charity  is 
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to  love  as  Chrift  has  loved.  This  is  at  once  the 
origin  and  pattern  of  Chriftian  benevolence. 
Without  it,  humanity  would  have  had  but  a  li- 
mited fphere,  and  a  feeble  operation.  Without 
it,  mutual  regard  of  man  to  man  would  have 
been  altogether  infufEcient  for  the  deliverance  of 
a  fmgle  foul :  Now  we  are  placed  in  a  fituation 
in  which  we  may  be  the  honoured  inllruments 
of  removing  the  greateft  evil  from  the  world, 
and  of  promoting  the  bed,  even  the  eternal  in- 
terefts  of  mankind.  The  man,  whofe  mind  is 
animated  with  truly  Chriftian  benevolence,  glad- 
ly avails  himfelf  of  that  advantageous  fituatior. 
While  he  is  not  indifferent  to  any  of  the  interefts 
of  his  fellow-creatures,  but  cheerfully  lends  his 
friendly  charitable  aid  to  all  who  need  it,  and 
for  every  ufeful  purpofe,  yet  his  more  ardent 
and  generous  ambition  is  to  do  the  greateft  good 
to  precious  immortal  fouls.  He  is  ready  to  fa- 
crifice  every  worldly  pleafure,  honour,  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel.  Seek- 
ing the  profit  of  many  that  they  may  be  faved, 
he  eagerly  feizes  every  opportunity  of  fending 
to  others  the  word  of  falvation.  This  he  confi- 
ders  as  the  beft  and  moft  precious  feed  which 
can  be  fown  in  the  field  of  the  world.  He  thinks 
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himfelf  happy  if  he  can  fumifli  the  fcripturcs, 
and  the  means  of  religious  inftrudion  and  eter- 
nal falvation,  to  thofe  who  are  ready  to  perilh 
for  lack  of  knowledge.  To  be  the  inftniment 
of  bringing  glory  to  God,  and  fupremc  happi- 
nefs  to  men,  chiefly  commands  his  attention,  and 
excites  and  regulates  every  benevolent  fcheme 
and  exertion.  Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  amiable 
and  great  and  ufeful  character  reprefented  in  our 
text,  under  the  figure  oifswing  bountifully. 

Let  us  now  attend,  as  was  propofed,  in  ihefe^ 
condflace^  to  the  richnefs  of  his  reward,  expreflcd 
in  the  promife  added,  that  he  (hall  reap  alfo  boun- 
tifully. Need  I  here  caution  you  againft  conft- 
dering  what  fhall  be  faid  on  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  as  holding  out  any  deferved  recompence  to 
perfonal  merit.  No  fuch  connexion  of  things 
could  be  intended  by  the  apoftle.  Every  claim 
of  this  kind  is  exprefsly  condemned  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  doftrine  and  example.  At  the  fame 
time,  like  one  (kilful  in  the  word  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  who  knew  the  grace  of  God  in  truth, 
he  is  careful  to  aflert  its  practical  influence,  and 
the  inviolable  connexion  betwixt  the  privileges 
and  hopes  of  Chriftians,  and  a  correfponding 
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chara£ker.  The  apoftle,  therefore,  muft  not  be 
underftood  as  propofing  the  remuneration  of 
meritorious  exertions,  but  an  encouraging  ani- 
mating motive  to  duty.  The  reward  is  not  of 
debt  J  but  of  grace.  The  grace,  which  promifes 
and  beftows  the  reward,  forms,  as  we  have  al- 
ready fhown,  the  charader  fuited  to  it.  In  that 
character,  we  contemplate  not  the  dignity  of  me- 
rit, but  the  neceffary  evidence  of  an  intereft  in 
thelove  of  God,  and  all  its  great  and  eternal  de- 
figns.  This  will  be  ftill  more  apparent  from  the 
illuftration  of  this  fecond  head  of  difcourfe. 

In  the ^rji  place,  the  truth  of  this  great  and 
gracious  promife  will  be  felt  in  inward  enjoy- 
ment and  fpiritual  improvement.  The  good 
man,  fays  Solomon,  fhall  be  fatisfied  from  him- 
felf.  This  is  not  the  pride  of  felf-flattery,  but 
the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience.  The  plea- 
fures  of  a  benevolent  mind,  are  of  a  peculiarly 
refined  and  exalted  nature.  Strangers  to  purity 
of  principle  and  affeftion,  cannot  intermeddle 
with  this  joy.  In  this  refpeft,  virtue  is  its  own 
reward.  Self-fatisfaftion,  without  having  the 
moral  fenfe  exercifed,  to  difcern  between  good 
and  evil,  is  an  unenviable  and  defpicable  enjoy- 
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ment.  If  we  feel  and  think  with  any  degree  of 
juftnefs  concerning  right  and  wrong,  every  fm- 
ful  purfuit  and  pleafure  muft  be  mixed  with  dif- 
approbation  and  painful  apprehenfion.  On  the 
contrary,  the  due  exercife  of  our  moral  powers 
fuppofes  a  regularity  and  fubordination  in  all 
the  parts  of  our  fpiritual  conftitution,  which,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  is  infeparable  from  real  en- 
.oyment.  In  this,  indeed,  all  proper  mental  en- 
-oyment  confifts  ;  becaufe  thus  air  the  affeftions 
of  the  foul  meet  with,  and  aft  upon  their  proper 
objeds.  In  the  exercife  of  charity,  for  inftance, 
how  can  an  unpleafing  fentiment  arife  in  the 
mind  ?  Every  difpofition  excited  and  exerted  is 
marked  with  amiablenefs,  g^ntlenefs,  and  kind- 
nefs.  Here,  too,  a  high  degree  of  happinefs  is 
derived  from  the  good  which  we  are  inftrumen- 
tal  in  communicating  to  others.  What  they 
feel  in  receiving  our  affiftance,  we  feel  in  giving 
it.  The  fenfibility  which  was  fo  tenderly  touch- 
ed by  their  miferies,  is  not  lefs  fufceptible  of  their 
joy,  when  relieved  and  comforted,  and  we  natu- 
rally participate  in  the  fatisfaftion  which  we  have 
been  enabled  to  impart.  But,  befides  this  na- 
tive operation,  and  effefk  of  benevolent  fenti- 
ments  and  exertions,  when  thefe  are  reviewed 
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and  recognized  as  the  fruits  of  the  fpirlt,  we 
enter  into  a  ftill  higher,  becaufe  more  fpiritual 
and  divine  enjoyment.     *'  The  peace  of  God, 
"  palling  all  underftanding,  then  keeps  the  heart 
"  and  mind  through  Jefus  Chrift/'     The  Chrif- 
tian,  *^  examining  himfelf,  and  proving  his  own 
"  works,  rejoices  in  hirtifelf,  and  not  in  ano- 
"  ther.'*      When  he  tries  his  experience  and 
condufl:    by   the   fcriptural    marks  of  genuine 
Chriftianity,  and  finds  that  his  charity  is  not  the 
confequence  merely  of  good  nature,  or  facility 
of  temper ;  that  it  is  not  a  fudden  emotion  pro- 
duced by  the  incidental  fpur  of  the  occafion,  but 
a  fixed   and  gracious  principle  implanted  and 
cheriflied  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fuch  evidence  of 
the  power  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  fupernatural 
grace,  convinces  him  of  his  intereft  in  the  favour 
of  God.     Having  this  confidence  towards  God, 
Jie  reaps  bountifully  indeed,  being  ftrengthened 
in  his  aflurance  of  the  approbation  and  love  of 
Ws  heavenly  Father.     "  He  knows  that  he  has 
**  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  becaufe  he  loves 
''  the  brethren/*     "  The  fpirit  thus  witnefleth 
"  with  his  fpirit  that  he  is  a  child  of  God  ;  and 
^*  the  effeft  is  joy,  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glo- 
"  ry.'*     What  renders  the  acquifition  of  this  joy 
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the  more  valuable,  is  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  fpiritual  improvement,  "  The  joy  of  the 
"  Lord  is  our  ftrength.''  Health,  vigour,  and 
exertion,  have  not  a  more  certain  mutual  influ- 
ence than  fpiritual  enjoyment,  adivity,  and  im- 
provement. A$  bodily  ftrength  is  increafed  by 
exercife,  and  work  done  at  firft  with  much  diffif 
culty,  becomes  eafy  by  perfevering  application  j 
fo  repeated  mental  exertions,  and  the  frequency 
of  aftive  duty  in  life,  produce  thefe  good  habits, 
which  mark  a  confiflent  and  improving  charac- 
ter, Thefe  are  the  natural  efFefts.of  aUthe  gra- 
cious operations  of  a  fanftified  mind.  *'  We 
*'  work  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
•'  bling  ;  for  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  us  Ijpth 
''  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure*." 
What  Chriftian  can  take  this  connefted  view  of 
thefe  increafing  confolations  in  divine  love  and 
growing  holinefs,  without  finding  that  he  that 
foweth  bountifully Jhall  nap  bountifully? 

Add  to  this,  in  the  fecond place ^  the  bleffing 
and  prayers  of  thofe  who  receive  your  help. 

♦  All  this  Is  beautifully  fet  forth  in  the  fhort  but  com- 
prehenfive  hiilory  of  the  churches  in  Judaea,  Galatia^and 
Samaria ;  Ads  iaC.  31.  by  the  Apoftlc's  prayer  for  the  Co- 
lofians,  i.  9 — 13.  andby  Peter,  2  Ep^    i.  2. — 12. 
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Thefe,  as  they  are  often  exprefled  by  common 

mendicants,  are  of  no  value.     Neither  can  "the 

curfe    caufelefs  fall  upon  your  head.      Yet  do 

not   flight  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  an  - 

honeft  mind,  nor  defpife  the  efficacy  of  prayer. 

*^  The   efFedual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 

^*  man  availeth  much.*'     If  animated  by  pure 

and  fervent  charity,  the  children  of  God  will  be 

the  firft  objefts  of  your  regard.     You  will  love 

and  ferve  them  for  the  truth's  fake^hich  dweU 

leth  in  them.     Your  kindnefs  to  them  will  be 

amply  repaid  by  their  prayers  ;  and  them  "  their 

**  heavenly  Father  heareth  always."  Job  felt  and 

enjoyed  this  as  a  rich  recompence  of  his  gene* 

Tofity;  chap.   xxix.  v.  11—14.     "  When  the 

*'  ear  heard  me,  then  it  bleffed  me  ;  and  when 

*'  the  eye  faw  me,  it  gave  witnefs  tome,  bccaufe 

*'  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  father- 

.   "  lefs,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.    Tlie 

"  blefEng  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perifli  came 

*'  upon  me ;  and  I  caufed  the  widow's  heart  to 

"  fing  for  joy."    Your  kind  attentions  may  have 

been  divinely  excited  in  anfwer  to  their  fuppli- 

cations,  and  their  devotions  thus  incieafed  fliall 

no  lefs  prevail  in  your  favour. 
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In  the  third  place,  the  promifc  in  the  te^ 
holds  up,  as  a  farther  inducement  to  liberal  cha- 
rity, a  richly  varied  and  extenfive  profpeS  of" 
good  to  the  world.     Chriftian  charity  firfl  turns 
its  kind  and  compaflionate  eye  to  the  poor  faints. 
Thefe  are  brethren  for  whom  Chrift  died.     His 
love  to  them  is  not  diminifhed  by  the  permiflion 
of  their  poverty  and  affliftions ;  for  thefe,  as  they 
are  intended  trials  of  their  faith  and  patience,  fo 
are  they  of  your  charity  to  them,  and  your  love 
to  him.     The  ftronger  then,  and  more  nume- 
rous teftimonies  of  regard  you  (how  to  him  in  his 
poor  fuffering  members  on  earth,  the  greater 
glory  redounds  to  him  through  their  thankfgiv* 
ing,  the  greater  profit  to  your  own  fouls  by 
their  prayers,  the  greater  advantage  to  the  church  ■ 
by  their  reftored  affiftance,  and  the  greater  good 
to  the  world  by  their  example. 

But  I  muft  beg  your  attention  to  very  different 
fcenes.  Your  reward  is  great  in  contributing  to 
the  vi£tories  and  triumphs  of  faith  over  adverfity, 
but  greater  ftill  if  you  confider  the  various  efficacy 
of  prudent  liberal  charity,  extended  to  the  poverty 
and  diftreffes  of  thofe  who  are  flrangers  to  the  faith, 
and  hopes,  and  comforts  of  the  gofpel — their 
fituation  is.  truly  deplorable.     To  ftruggle  with 
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want^  difappointment,  and  diHrefs,  proves  often 
a  hard  and  alarming  conflift  to  the  real  Chrifti- 
an  ;  and  it  is  a  glorious  ofSce  to  hold  up  their 
hands  till  they  conquer,  and  call  us  to  divide  the 
fpoils.  But  how  dreadful  and  dangerous  is  the 
ftate  of  the  poor  and  afflided  who  are  yet  in  their 
fins  ?  They  arc  not,  however,  beyond  the  reach 
of  divine  mercy,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
excluded  from  our  charity.  Yea,  we  are  encou- 
raged in  this  exercife  of  it  by  the  moll  inviting 
profpeft  of  exlcnfive  ufefulncfs  among  human 
beings,  wretched  in  themfelves,  and  pcfts  in  fo- 
ciety.  By  meeting  the  needy  with  a  feafonable 
fupply,tlietiuly  bountiful  man  may  prevent  apow- 
erful  and  often  ruinous  temptation,  or  check  the 
progrefs  of  a  criminal  and  dangerous  propenfiiy. 
By  furnifliing  the  means  o(  fubliileace,  and  pro- 
per incitements  to  iuJuRry,  lie  m'^y  fare  from 
defpondency,  recover  from  feeblencfs  and  indo- 
lence, awaken  to  virtuous  fcnfibility,  and  reftorc 
to  aSive  and  ufcful  exertion.  The  blcfling 
conferred  upon  one  riiay  frcnuintly  e?:tend  to 
many.  Relief  to  the  parent  may  be  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  family.  The  children  rcligioufly  edu- 
cated, and  trained  to  ufcful  employment,  will 
contribute   to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
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Thcfe  happy  objciSts  of  charity  rife,  in  their  turn, 
to  be  heads  of  families,    and  the  good  which 
they  have  received  they  convey  from  generation 
to  generation. 

If  our  charity  hath  not  only  provided  the 
means  of  religious  knowledge,  but  hath  been 
fuccefsful  in  really  communicating  that  know; 
ledge,  have  we  not  the  reafonable  profpeft  of 
its  tranfmiflion  to  a  diftant  pofterity  ?  With  the 
Scriptures,  the  rich  repofitory  of  all  religious 
truth  in  their  hands,  with  the  love  of  that  truth 
in  their  hearts,  with  glowing  admiring  gratitude 
for  this  ineftimable  mercy  to  themfelves,  what 
mufl:  be  their  deep  concern  and  fervent  zeal  for 
the  inflruclion  and  falvation  of  all  with  whom 
they  are  conneded  ?  How  muft  the  parent  tra- 
vail in  birth  again  till  Chrift  be  ibrmcd  in  his 
children  ;  and,  if  the  children  are  firft  partakers 
of  this  precious  benefit,  how  muft  they  be  fired 
with  an  holy  ambition  to  encrich  their  parents 
with  this  fpiritual  gift  ?  One  aft  of  charity  may, 
in  this  manner,  be  the  foundation  of  a  magnifi- 
cent building  of  mercy  :  And  if  it  exerts  itfelf 
with  equal  benignity  upon  numbers,  how  many 
fplendid  temples  may  it  rear,  for  the  worfhip 
and  fervice  of  God  ?  The  words  of  the  angel  to 
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Cornelius  may  then  be  addreffed  to  fuch  a  pi6us 
liberal  Chriftian.  "  Thy  prayers  and  thine 
"  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.** 
Accepted  of  God,  as  *'  workers  together  with 
"  him,*'  and  his  all -powerful  bleffing  giving  the 
increafe,  "  our  labours  fhall  not  be  in  vain  in 
"  the  Lord."  The  good  feed  fcattered  with  a 
liberal  hand  over  the  wide  field  of  human  ne- 
ceflities,  (hall  bring  forth  abundance  of  fruit. 
Though  the  beginning  of  good  may  be  fmall, 
the  latter  end  fhall  greatly  increafe.  While  he* 
fows  befide  all  waters,  the  profpeft  of  advantage 
and  ufefulnefs  grows  upon  him.  The  richneii 
of  the  foil  improved  by  the  unfparing  and  culti- 
vating hand  of  adive  beneficence,  and  rendered 
fruitful  by  the  bleffing  of  heaven,  attrads  even 
the  carelefs  eye,  and  invites  others  to  fimilar 
generous  exertions.  Thus  Chriftian  bounty, 
through  the  thankfgiving  of  many,  redounds  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  ample  fatisfaftory  re- 
ward of  the  liberal  Chriftian. — But,  however 
much  the  fcene  may  now  fwell  before  his  eye,  in 
various  beauty,  and  pleafing  grandeur,  the  prof- 
peft  is  not  confined  to  this  world.  I'he  higheft 
hope  is  laid  up  for  him  in  heaven. — Obferve, 
therefore. 
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tM  the  fourth  and  hji  place,  that  he  Miho 
foweth  bountifully  fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully 
in  a  future  and  eternal  ftate.  There  he  fliall 
receive  a  full  reward  indeed.  '*  He  that  giv- 
*'  eth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord  j'*  and 
the  loan  fliall  be  repaid  'vi-ith  higheft  intereft. 
*'  The  Lord  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  his 
"  work  of  faith,  and  labour  of  love,  and  pa- 
*'  tienc^  of  hope.**  By  liberal  charity  "  we  are 
*'  faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  and  con- 
*'  fequently  receive  the  true  riches."  By  being 
ready  to  communicate  to  the  neceflities  of  others, 
we  do"  not  throw  away  our  money,  "  but  lay  up 
"  for  ourfelves  treafures  in  heaven.'*  Inftead  of 
fuffering  any  lofs  or  diminution  of  fortune,  we 
acquire  immenfe  gain,  not  of  perifliing  filver, 
but  of  '*  durable  riches  and  righteoufncfs  ;**  a 
precious  heavenly  treafure, "  which  moth  cannot 
"  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  and  fteal.** 
The  liberal  Chriftian  '*  honoureth  the  Lord  with 
^'  his  fubftance."  To  fuch  he  fay?,  "  them-  that 
'^  honour  mc,  I  will  honour.** — ^*  And  what,  my 
^'  brethren^  fliall  be  done  to  the  man.  whom  the 
*-  Lord  deligbteth  to  honour  ?**  Shall  he  have 
pi^aiie  of  men  ?  To  this  he  is  well  entitled  \  and 
fiom  the  wife  and  tlic  worthy  he  fliall  receive  it  j 
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**  yea,  who  fhall  harm  him,  if  Ke  be  a  follower  of 

**  that  which  is  good  ?"  But  believers,  "  whofe 

*^  faith  worketh  by  love,  feek  not  honour  one  of 

**  another.'*     They  feek  for  honour  from  God 

only,  and  they  ftiall  not  be  difappointed.     Even 

though  their  good  fhould  be  evil  fpoken  of,  they 

have  reafon  to  rejoice,  for  great  is  their  reward 

in  heaven.     The  riches  of  their  beneficence  are 

but  partially  known  to  the  world  ;  indeed,  tliey 

give  not  their  alms  to  be  feen  of  men :  But  their 

father  in  heaven  f^eth  in  fecret,  and  will  reward 

them  openly  ;  and,  when  he  rewards,  it  is  with 

a  munificence  like  himfelf.     He  would  be  a- 

fhamed  to  be  called  their  God,  were  he  only  to 

beftow  upon  them'  the  mofl:  fplendid  honours, 

and  the  richeft  eftatcs  of  this  world.     But  he 

difplays  the  true  glory  of  his  connexion  with,  and 

peculiar  favour  for  them,  in  preparing  for  them 

a  city  which  hath  foundations,  eternal  in  the 

heavens.     Though  now  concealed  by  their  own 

modefty,    or  difregarded  and    defpifed  by   the 

world,  ungrateful  and  un?vorthy  of  them,  "  their 

"  witnefs  is  in  heaven,  and  their  record  on  high.*' 

"  The  Lord  fliall  bring  forth  their  right eoufnefs 

*'  in  all  the  glory  of  the  light,  and  their  judg- 

**  ment  with  all  the  brightnefs  of  the  noon-day.'* 

E 
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Yea,  this  (hall  be  done  in  a  manner  the  moft 
majeftic  and  divine.     "  The  Lord  fhall  .  all  to 
"  the  heavens  from  above,  and  to  the  eartjii,  that 
*•  he  may  judge  his  people:  Gather  my  faints 
«*  together  to  me  ;  and  the  heavens  fhall  declare 
*'  his  righteoufnefs ;  for  God  is  judge  himfelf." 
What  can  equal  the  folemn  grandeur  of  that  day, 
and  the  glory  with  which  the  faints  fhall  then  be 
crowned,  as  thefe  are  reprefented  by  our  Lord 
himfelf*.      Angels,   good   and  bad,  with    the 
whole  human  race,  affembled  before  the  awful 
tribunal  of  the  great  Lawgiver  iind  Judge  of  the 
Univerfe.     In  fuch  an  affembly,  what  mufl  be 
the  tranfports  of  joy  to  the  faints  to  be  called 
forth  and  diftinguifhed  by  his  hightfl  approba- 
tion expreffed  in   the  mofl  honourable  terms, 
marked  with  every  grand  folemnity  of  a  public 
and  final  decifion,  and  followed  with  immediate 
effects,  yea  with  all  the  inconceivable  glory  and 
bleflednefs  of  heaven  and  of  eternity  ?  This  ho- 
nour have  all  the  people  of  God.     Every  one  of 
them,  without  exception,  '*  having  been  juflified 
"  freely  by  the  grace  of  God,  through  the  re- 
^'  demption  that   is   in   Chrift  Jefus,"    and  fo 
^'  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal 

*^  Matlh.  XXV.  ver.  31. — 41' 
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*'  life,  having  alfo  been  fanaided  by  the  truth 
"  and  fpirit  of  Chpft,  and  thus  made  meet  for 
**  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,  (hall,  in 
"  that  great  day  of  righteous  recompence,  be 
**  raifed  up  in  glory,  be  openly  acknowledged 
"  and  acquitted,  and  made  perfectly  blefled  in 
"  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  to  all  eternity." 
Now, -among  that  happy  felefted  number,  all 
who  have  fown  bountifully  fhall  hold  a  diftin- 
guifhed  place,  and  (hall  reap  alfo  bountifully. 
Their  harvell  is  then  fully  come,  and  brings  the/ 
mod  ample  returns.     "  They  fhall  reap  in  joy.** 
Our  Lord's  defcription  of  the  folemnities  of  the 
future   judgment  conftefts    with  all  its  impor- 
tant tranfadions,  the  moft  pointed  diftinftion, 
and  the  richcft  reward  of  liberal  charity,  while 
the  oppofite  charafler  is  as  decidedly  and  awful- 
ly marked  with  complete  reprobation,  and  eter- 
nal difgrace  and  punifliment. 

The  momentous  interefting  fccne  doles  with 
the  final  difmiflion  of  the  wicked,  negligent, 
and  obdurate,  into  eternal  punifliment,  while 
the  righteous,  liberal,  and  compaflionate,  are  re- 
ceived into  eternal  life.  "  Then  (hall  the  right- 
"  eous  (hine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of 
"  their  Father.     They  fliall  appear  with  Chrift 

Eij 
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"  in  glory,  and  he  (hall  be  glorified  in  them. 
"  He  fliall  change  even  their  vile  bodies,  and 
*'  fafliion  them  like    unto  his  glorious   body, 
*'  They  fhall  be   ever  with  him,  beholding  and 
"  admiring  his  divine  and  mediatorial  glory  ; 
"  and  when  they  fee  him  as  he  is,  they  fhall  be 
"  like  him."     Completely  freed  from  every  re- 
mainder of  corruption,  and  from  all  poflibility 
of  fin,  and  fufFering,  and  temptation,  they  fliall, 
like  him,  be  perfectly  pure  and  immortal.  They 
Ihall  fliare  with  him  in  every  communicable  glo- 
,ry.     "  They  Ihall  walk  with  him  in  white,  for 
*'  they  are  worthy.     Having  waflied  their  robes, 
**  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
*'  Lamb,  therefore  are  they  before  the  thtone  of 
*'  God,  and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  tern- 
**  pie  'y  and  he  that  fitteth  on  the  throne  fliall 
**  dwell  among  them  ;    they  fliall*  hunger  no 
"  more,    neither    thirfl:    any    more  ;     neither 
**  fliall  the  fun  light  upon  them^  nor  any  heat, 
"  for  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the 
"  throne  fliall  feed  them,  and  fliall  lead  them 
"  unto  living  fountains  of  water,  and  God  fliall 
"  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes."     They 
fliall  live  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  perfed,  ho- 
nourable, and  happy  fociety,     Whit  an  innu- 
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merable  company  of  angels  to  affift  and  affociate 
with  them  in  every  fervice,  and  in  every  enjoy- 
ment!   What  a   countlefs  muhitude  redeemed 
with  them  from  among  men  of  every  age,  and 
kindred,    and    tongue,    and  nation,    and    not 
an  unholy  or  unhappy  member  among   them 
— no  difference   of  fentiment,    no  contending 
paffions,   no  interfering  interefts,   no   untuned 
harp,  and  no  difcordant  heart  to  give  a  mo- 
ment's difturbance  to  their  fweet  celcftial  har- 
mony.    But  the  enjoyment  connected  with  their 
benevolent   ufeful  character,    will  chiefly  arife 
from  thofe  who  have  been  the  objcfts  of  their 
kind   and  liberal  charity  upon    earth.      They 
may  be  amongft  the  firft  to  hail  them  into  thefe 
everlafting  habitations.      And    highly    indeed 
muft  they  think  themfelves  honoured  to  receive 
the  bleffings  and  congratulations  of  thofe  faints, 
whofe  faith  was  ftrengthened,  whofe  patience  was 
fupported,  whqfe  drooping  fpir  ts  were  revived, 
and  whofe  bodily  difeafes  were  healed  or  wants 
fupplied,   by   their    charitable    offices.       How 
exquifite   will  be   their   feelings,  when    others 
prefent  themfelves,  who  were  firfl  brought  into 
the  way  of  falvation,  and  kept  in  it  by  them,  the 
inflrumcnts  in  the  hand  of  God  for  accomplilh- 
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ing  this  bleflcd  efled  ?  How  will  their  crowns 
of  joy  and  rejoicing  now  brighten  on  their  heads  ? 
Every  recognized  effeft  of  their  beneficence,  and 
each  recorded  inftance  of  its  progreflive  influ- 
ence among  their  fellow-men,  Ihall  bring  new 
acceilions  to  their  high  enjoyment.  Shall  all 
this  difl:inguiflied  glory  be  received  as  only  the 
fuccefs  and  enjoyment  of  vain  ambition  and  car- 
nal pride  ?  No,  my  brethren,  no  fuch  fentiment 
or  gratification  can  have  a  moment's  exiftence  in 
the  realms  of  light.  Another,  and  far  nobler 
fpiritd  wells  in  their  bleflfed  inhabitants.  They  are 
fitted  to  bear  ''  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal 
*'  weight  of  glory,**  without  the  poflibility  of  any 
degree  of  felf-conceit,  or  any  vain,  or  foolifli,  or 
proud  imagination  ever  rifing  in  their  minds- 
They  enjoy  themfelves  and  one  another  in  God 
and  the  Lamb,  as  the  everlafting  fource  and  centre 
of  every  honour  and  joy.  Though  furrounded, 
therefore,  with  thofe  who  owe  and  acknowledge 
eternal  obligations  to  their  former  kindnefs  and 
care,  thefe  fincere  and  warm  acknowledgments, 
fo  far  from  being  intended  or  received  as  flatte- 
ry, or  converted  into  felf-admiration,  turn  all  their 
thoughts  on  Him,  who  hath  done  all  things  ac- 
cording to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will.  They  con- 
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template,  with  a  growing  enlargement  of  foul, 
and  with  unceafing  rapture,  the  conneded  plans 
and  operations  of  providence  and  grace,  thus  un- 
folded to  their  admiring  view.  They  now  fee, 
with  pleafing  and  incrcafmg  aflonifhment,  how 
all  the  parts  of  their  former  hiftories,  which  here 
appeared  detached  and  accidental,  were  regular 
links  of  one  chain,  formed  by  infinite  wifdom, 
preferved  unbroken  amidft  all  the  viciflitudes  of 
life,  by  an  Almighty  Providence,  and  extending 
from  eternity  to  eternity.  There  is  not,  there- 
fore, any  thing  great,  or  good,  or  happy,  in 
themfelvcs,  or  in  others  by  their  means,  which 
they  now  do*  not  trace  up  to  him  who  fitteth 
upon  the  throne.  Delightfully  and  gratefully 
they  view  every  difpofition  and  exertion  in  them- 
felvcs to  do  good,  and  all  its  various  influence 
and  effefts  upon  others,  as  originating  folely  in 
divine  love,  rendered  efficacious  only  by  the  di- 
vine agency,  and  nowglorioufly  rewarded  by  the 
pureft  grace.  They,  therefore,  break  out  in  one 
adoring  hymn  of  praife— "  O  the  depths  of  the 
**  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  gcodnefs  of 
^*  God  !  How  unfearchable  are  his  judgments, 
**  and  his  ways  pad  finding  out  !'*  "  Not  un- 
*•  to  us,  O  Lord !  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy 
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"  name  be  all  the  glory."  If  fuch  grace  and 
truth  and  glory  are  contained  in  the  promife  in 
our  text,  is  it  not  exceedingly  great  and  precious, 
and  have  we  not  the  moft  complete  evidence  and 
affurance,  that  "  he  who  foweth  bountifully 
"  fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully  ?*' 

Having  offered  'what  appeared  neceflary  to 
the  illuftration  of  the  plan  propofed,  let  me  now 
intreat  your  attention  to  the  pradical  improve- 
ment of  the  fubjeft. 

In  the  Jirji  place,  then,  it  may  direft  us  in 
forming  a  juft  judgment  of  our  own  charafters. 
Various  are  the  fources  of  felf-deception.  It  does 
not  belong  to  my  prefent  fubjeft  to  point  them 
out,  but  rather  to  obferve  that  we  are  well 
guarded  againft  all  miftakes,  by  the  uniform  con- 
nexion marked  in  fcripture  betwixt  our  duty 
and  our  intereft,  our  charafler  and  prof- 
pefts  ;  and  by  the  variety  of  defer iption  employ- 
ed CO  diftinguifli  the  true  Chriftian  from  the 
falfe  j^ffgming  pretender, — ^Thus,  in  the  text 
which  we  have  attempted  to  illuftrate,  we  find 
the  moft  glorious  hopes  fet  before  us,  even  a 
rich  harveft  of  eternal  honour  and  joy.  But 
who  fhall  enjoy  it  ?  "  Let  us  not  be  deceived ; 
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"  God  is  not  mocked  ;  for  whatfoever  a  man  fow- 
"  edi,  that  (hall  he  alfo  reap/'  "  He  that  foweth 
"  fparingly,  {hall  reap  alfo  fparingly ;  and  he  which 
"foweth  bountifully,  fhall  reap  bountifully/' 
We  muft,  then,  either  abandon  every  hope  be- 
yond the  grave,  or  inquire  and  decide  concern- 
ing that  charafter  with  which  this  hope  is  con- 
nefted.  Let  us  apply  to  the  clofe  examination 
of  our  prevailing  views,  difpofitions,  and  con- 
dud.  Are  we  charitable  ?  Are  we  liberal  in 
charity  ?  Amiable  divine  charity  !  Who  does 
not  celebrate  thy  praife  ?  What  virtue  (lands  fo 
high  on  the  roll  of  fame  ?  Againft  it  there  is  no 
law.  Its  reputation  is  eftablifhed  and  univerfal. 
But  does  it  really  exift  and  ad  to  an  equal  ex- 
tent ?  Do  all  who  extol  the  name  poffcfs  the  thing 
itfelf. 

There  is,  perhaps,  fcarcely  any  virtue  or  grace 
moregenerally  mifreprefented  and  mifunderftood. 
Thus,  if  eafily  moved  by  tragic  reprefentatioris, 
or  pathetic  defcriptions,  we  miftake  the  occafion- 
al  emotion,  and  the  ftarting  tear  for  the  habitual 
fenfibilities  of  a  tender  heart.  By  a  certain  con- 
ftitutional  fweetnefs  of  temper,  fuperadded  to  ha- 
bits of  courtefy,  we  may  fay  to  the  poor  and 
piifer^ble,  "  Be  ye  warmed  and  filled.'*     But 
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IS  this  charity  ?  Does  it  alwjiys  follow,  that  they 
who  weep  moft  readily  at- the  tale  of  woe,  feel 
moft  deeply  the  forrows  of  the  afflifted,  or,  with 
greatcft  aftive  exertion,  go  forth  to  their  relief? 
When  men  are  attached,  and  kind  to  their 
friends,  they  fuppofe  themfelves  pofleffed  of  uni- 
verfal  benevolence;  but  to  them  may  I  not  ad- 
drefs  the  words  of  our  Lord?  "  If  ye  love  them 
^*  who  love  you,  what  reward  have  ye  ?  And  if 
^*  ye  falute  your  brethren  only,  what  do  ye  more 
*'  than  others  ?  Do  not  even  the  publicans  the 
*^  fame.*'  Not  a  few  boaft  of  their  charity  at 
the  expence  of  almofl  every  other  virtue ;  be- 
caufc  they  are  ready  to  contribute  a  trifle  upon 
every  call  of  clamant  diflrefs :  They  regard  this 
as  full  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  their  hearts,  and 
confequently  of  their  whole  charafter  ;  and  yet 
all  the  while  it  may  be  no  more  than  a  peace- 
oflering  to  a  guilty  confcience,  or  to  an  offended 
God.  All  the  while  they  may  be  facrificing  at 
the  ah  ar  of  proud  ambition,  expenfive  luxury ^ 
or  fenfual  gratification  ;  living  to  the  preju- 
dice, if  not  the  ruin  of  the  induftrious  tradef- 
man,  by  a  long  and  precarious  credit ;  yea,  and 
what  is  Itill  worfe,  living  in  open  contempt  of 
that  very  God,  whofe  favour  they  pretend  to  me- 
rit by  their  deeds  of  charity. 
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Novirtue  was  ever  enjoined,  or  can  have  the  leaft 
cffeS  to  change  the  nature,  or  leffen  the  demerit  of 
vice.  The  day  approaches,  when  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  Ihall  fay,  to  the  convidion  and  confu- 
fion  of  fuch  pretenders  to  charity, "  who  hath  re- 
"  quired  this  at  your  hands  ?  Depart  from  me, 
^'  I  know  you  not/*  Would  we  judge  fairly 
and  honeftly  concerning  the  charafter  reprefent- 
ed  in  our  text,  let  us  not  attend  to  it,  as  the  def- 
cription  of  a  fingle  virtue,  or  of  a  few  detached 
fentiments  and  ads  of  kindnefs.  Every  real  vir- 
tue is  always  related  to  a  bright  affemblage  of 
moral  excellencies,  of  which  God  himfelf  is  at 
Once  the  author  and  the  ftandard.  Such  we 
have  feen  is  the  charafter  of  the  bountiful  man, 
nor  can  we  lay  claim  to  it,  unlefs  upon,  impar- 
tial inquiry,  we  find,  that  another  Ipirit  than  our 
own,  or  that  of  the  world,  direfts  and  animates 
our  whole  conduft ;  yea,  that  the  effeftual  ope- 
ration of  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  raifed  us  above 
felf,  and  fenfe,  and  fin,  to  the  knowledge  and 
refemblance  of  God  as  reveakd  in  the  gofpel. 
Have  we  then  felt,  that  divine  power,  renewing 
us  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds,  caufing  us  to  know 
experimentally  divine  redeeming  love,  and  to 
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live  habitually  under  its  influence  ?  Does*  ouf 
charity  take  its  rife,  and  derive  all  its  vigour 
and  ftrength  from  thence  ?  Hath  divine  love 
aded  with  fuch  energy  and  efFe£k  upon  our 
minds,  as  to  expand  them  with  love  and  good 
will,  and  generous  fentiments  to  our  fellow- 
creatures  ?  !Do  we  exprefs  thefe  principles  by 
the  uniform  and  liberal  exercife  of  charity  to  all 
within  the  reach  of  our  ability?  Do  we  give 
with  a  willing  cheerful  mind  ?  Do  we  extend  our 
beneficence  to  the  fo\ils,  as  well  as  the  bodies  of 
men  ?  Are  we  denied  to  our  own  honour  and  eafe, 
and  profit,  zealous  to  advance  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  eternal  falvatibn  of  needy  perifhing  fm- 
ners  ?  If  we  can  reply  to  thefe  queftions  in  the 
aiHrmative,  happy  are  we.  Chriftian  charity 
marks  our  charafter.  We  are  infpired  with  that 
nobleft  benevolence,  which  has  for  its  objeft  the 
good  of  others,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  ia 
that  which  is  to  come. 

Must  not  the  confideration  of  this  approved 
character  lead  us,  in  xhtfecond  place,  to  ftudy  and 
admire  that  religion  from  which  it  recdives  all  it« 
excellence  ?  It  is  impoffible  to  read  the  infpired 
volume  without  feeing  this   charader   drawn 
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in   the    llveliefl  and   moft   expreffive   colon r^i 
—Various   and  ftrong  and  attraftive   are  the 
features  in  which  it  is  there  exhibited.     There 
God  himfelf   is   reprefented   as    commanding^ 
enconraging,    aUd   rewarding  it.     There  God, 
manifeft  in  the  flefli,  is  exhibited,  exemplifying 
it  before  our  eyes  in  full  life.     And  ihere^  too, 
we  are  aflured  that  it  is  the  delightful  office  ^nd 
work  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  form  the  fame  lovely 
image  on  the  foul  of  man.     Mufl  not  that  be  a 
divine  religion,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  in 
which  we  find  fuch  a  combination  of  influences 
thus  exerted  to  purify  and  enoble  the  human 
mind  ?  Mufl  not  that  religion  be  of  God  which, 
in  its  whole  conflitution  and  fpirit,  is  manifeftly 
defigned  to  dignify  human  nature  with  every  di- 
vine and  focial  virtue  which  cannot  be  cordially 
embraced,  and  honeftly  profefTed,  without  pro- 
ducing thefe  happy  effefts  ?  It  declares  that  God'is 
love.     Its  fupreme  law  to  man  is  love.     All  its 
principles  confpire  to  the  moral  elevation  of  the 
grovelling  fpirit,  to  the  expanfion  of  the  narrow 
contraded  foul.     Of  every  great  and  generous 
fentiment,  Jefus  was  himfelf  the  perfeft  pattern  j 
and  he  acknowledges  no  difciples,"but  the  fludi- 
ous  imitators  of  his  example.     Would  we,  then< 
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learn  the  true  theory  and  praftice  of  charity ;  let 
us  come  to  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  "  and  learn  of 
•*  him  who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and 
**  who  continually  went  about  doing  good.*' 

Let  infidelity  blufti  for  itfelf,  in  oppofing  a  re- 
ligion, which  invariably  teaches,  and  effeftually 
infpires  univerfal  benevolence.  Let  men  con- 
demn charity,  or  approve  Chriftianity.  All  the 
true  friends  of  Jefus  are  the  beft  friends  of  man- 
kind. Believing  and  doing  as  he  teaches,  we 
cannot  fail  to  be  happy  ourfelves,  and  the  ho- 
noured inftruments  of  happinefs  to  all  around 
us. 

Need  I  go  farthef  fof  an  illuftration  of  this 
doftrine  than  to  the  very  refpeftable  Society,  at 
whofe  requeft  I  have  the  honour  now  to  addrefs 
you.  "  While  many  are  fpending  their  money 
"  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  their  labour 
"  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ;*'  while  many 
are  hiding  their  talents  in  the  earth  through  cp- 
vetoufnefs  or  floth,  or  fquandering  them  in  ex- 
cefs  of  riot  or  diflipation,  this  fociety  exhi- 
bits to  the  world,  as  it  hath  long  done,  mea 
zealous  and  aftive  in  the  fervice  of  God  and 
their  country.  The  reverend  and  honourable 
members  who  at  prefent  compofe  it,  like  thofc 
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who  went  before  them,  continue  to  hold  up  tq 
our  view  an  objed  worthy  of  our  mod  feriou$ 
attention,  and  generous  fupport.  They  grudge 
not  the  laborious  part  of  this  benevolent  fer^ 
vice.  With  unremitting  ardour  and  afliduity, 
they  employ  their  time  and  attention  and  influ- 
ence in  carrying  into  effeft  the  important  and 
extenfively  beneficial  defigns  of  their  inftitution. 
They  rejoice  that  the  extent  of  their  funds 
enables  them  to  do  fo  much  good ;  and  it  U 
their  conftant  care  and  higheft  ambition  to  ap- 
ply them'to  the  mod  ufeful  purpofes.  Thou- 
fands  have  experienced  the  benefit  of  their  unit- 
ed wifdom,  zeal,  and  exertions.  In  the  name 
of  thefe  thoufands,  they  are  ever  ready  to  pay 
the  due  tribute  of  refpeft  and  gratitude  to  a  ge- 
lierous  public,  and  to  benevolent  individuals, 
who  have  contributed  to  their  fupport  and  adiftr 
ance.  With  thefe  pleafing  fentiments  hower 
ver,  there  is  neceflarily  mingled  the  painful 
thought  that  they  cannot  extend  their  influence 
farther.  Many  need  and  cry  to  them  for  help 
to  whom  they  cannot  fend  it,  not  for  want  of 
inclination  or  exertion,  but  of  ability.  They 
rely  on  the  gcnerofity  of  thofe  who  wilh  well  to 
the  iuterefts  of  religion  and  virtue,  who  are  able 
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and  willing  to  afSft  .them  to  be  more  extenfively 
ufeful. 

While  I  cannot  but  make  this  honourable 
mention  of  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge,  I  know  that,  independent  of  my 
praife,  they  feek  not  glory  of  men^— Suffer  me 
then,  to  turn  to  you,  my  n\uch  refpefted  friends, 
in  the  diredion  of  it,  and  to  fay,  let  it  be  your 
increafing  ambition  *'  to  fhine  as  lights  in  the 
♦*  world,  that  others  feeing  your  good  works, 
*'  may  glorify  your  Father  in  heaven."  I  hope 
you  will  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  work  in  which 
you  are  engaged  does  not  fo  much  derive  honour 
from  you  as  you  from  it.  Let  the  charader 
which  has  been  imperfedly  given  of  the  truly 
benevolent  man,  Be  better  illuftrated  by.  your 
exemplary  conduft.  Let  not  difficulties,  nor  ne- 
glect, nor  oppofition,  difcourage  your  zeal  in  the 
fcrvice  of  God,  and  the  Redeemer,  and  the  fouls 
of  men.  Yielding  to  the  full  influence  of  divine 
love,  "  let  it  be  your  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
"  will  of  your  heavenly  Father.  Be  not  weary 
^^  in  well-doing ;  for  in  due  feafon  ye  fhall  reap, 
*'  if  ye  faint  not.'* 

And  do  you,  my  hearers,  who  are  not  of  thi 
Society,    go  and  do  likewife;    ftrengthen  tlieir 
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liands,    and  encourage  their  hearts,  by  youf 
cheerful  and  liberal  affiftance.     Many  fchemesi 
formed  upon  benevolent  principles,  are  limited 
in  their  defigns  and  operations.     They  tnay  be 
confined  to  a  party,  to  one  kind  of  diftrefs,  or 
to  fome  narrow  defcription  of  men.     So  far  as 
the  utility  of  the  fcheme,  and  our  connexion 
with  it,  are  apparent,  we  ought  to  give  it  our 
cordial  fupport ;  but  fuch  fchemes  feldom  af*- 
ford  fcope  to  the  full  exercife  of  benevolent  af- 
fections.    This  charitable  inftitution  embraces 
greater  defigns :   A  well-principled  mind  here 
meets  with  its  favourite  objefts.     Need  I  reafon 
with  perfons  of  this  charafter  ?  Indulge  your- 
felves,  my  friends,  and  you  cannot  but  contri* 
bute  to  the  vaft  objeflis  of  this  generous  body  of 
men.     The  cheerful  offering  to  this  treafury  in* 
dicates  the  coUefted  influence  of  mofl  diffufive 
goodnefs.     If  you  wifh  to  fee  a  rude  people  ci- 
vilized }  a  fervile  race  raifed  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  li- 
berty ;  minds  enflaved  and  corrupted  by  fafci- 
nating  arts,  emancipated  from  this  fpiritual  bon- 
dage ;  men,  though  living  under  the  fame  go- 
•vemment,  divided  from  us  by  a  difference  of 
language,  and  local  fituation  and   prejudices, 
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reftored  to  union  in  language,  fentiment,  and  loy- 
al attachment ;  their  indolence  roufed  to  adion 
and  turned  to  habits  of  induflry,  and,  of  courfe, 
their  wild  uncultivated  country,  improved,  en- 
riched, and  beautified ;  their  mutual  animofiiie$ 
converted  into  unanimous  zeal  in  the  defence 
of  thefe  united  kingdoms  againft  their  common 
enemies  ;  a  multitude  funk  in  ignorance,  irreli- 
gion,  and  vice,  led  into  the  bright  path  of  illu- 
minating, fanftifying,  and  faving  truth  ;  the 
fcriptures,  and  various  means  of  fpiritual  inftruc- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  ufcful  labour,  and  of  perfonal 
and  relative  happinefs,  plentifully  provided  to 
men  enveloped  in  the  thickeft  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance and  error,  poverty  and  wretchednels ; — ^If 
thefe  are  objeds  of  magnitude  and  importance 
in  your  eye,  thefe  are  the  objeds  to  which  the 
benevolent  zeal  of  this  Society  is  uniformly  and 
vigoroufly  direded. ^The  hiftory  of  their  ma- 
nagement and  fuccefs,  repeatedly  given  to  the 
public,  fully  (hows  what  they  have  done,  and 
what  they  hope  and  wifli  to  do.  The  nobleft 
channels  then,  in  which  you  can  defire  charity 
to  flow,  here  open  to  your  view  :  Follow  theif 
fpreading  courfe  with  your  generous  contributions 
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and  your  fervent  prayers.     The  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  was  intended  to  be  an  univerfal  bleffing  to 
the  human  race  ;  and  the  liberal  charity  which 
it  commands  and  infpires,  is  one  great  mean  of 
its  propagation.     It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  great  numbers  who  received  its  beneficial 
influence,    will   always   remain  in  one  place  : 
Many  who  were  indebted  to  this  Society  for 
their  education,  are  now  in  the  mod  diftant 
lands,  and  many  hereafter  "  will  go  t6  and  fro, 
"  and  knowledge  fliall  be  increafed.     They  fhall 
"  fpeak  of  the  glory  of  the  Mediator's  kingdom, 
"  and  talk  of  his  power ;  to  make  known  to  the 
"  fons  of  men  his  mighty  a£ls,  and  the  glorious 
"  majefty  of  his  kingdom.     Thus  one  genera- 
*'  tion  fhall  praife  his  works  to  another,  and 
"  fhall  declare  his  mighty  ads — till  the  Lord 
"  has  brought  his  fons  from  far,  and  his  daugh- 
"  ters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth."    What  mind, 
warmed  with  the  love  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his 
interefts  in  the  world,  does  not  burn  with  zeal 
to  join  in  fuch   an   honourable   employment  ? 
*^  Whatever  then  your  hands  find  to  do  in  this 
"  great  work,  do  it  with  all  your  might.*'     The 
time  is  fhort.     "  The  end  of  all  things  is  at 
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*'  hand.  Behold,  faith  Chrift,  I  come  quickly-, 
^^  and  my  reward  is  with  me.  Then  they  that 
"  be  wile  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  fir-» 
**  mament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righte- 
**  oufnefs,  as  the  ftars,  for  ever  and  ev^r/* 


/I 

{ 


THE  DEATH  OF  CHRIST  AN  ATON£.VtEJrr  TOR  SW. 


A     S  E  R  M  O  N, 

PKZACaED  BCrOKE 

THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTLAND 
rOR  FROPAGATING  CHRISTfAN  KNOWLEDGEj 

AT  THtlR  ANHIVEtSART  MEITINO 

Ilf  THE  HIGH  CHURCH  OF  EDINBURGH, 

Om  Timr/Uay    Jut  3.  1 790, 

BY  THE  REVEREND  THOMAS  FLEMING, 

MINISTER  OF  KIRKCALDY. 

To  which  is  added 

AN  APPENDIX^ 

CoBtaioloc  u»  AbffxaA  of  the 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

From  Deumiir  I.  1 789. 

WHh  »  Lift  of  the 

SCHOOLS  ON  THE  SOCIETY'S  ESTABLISHMENT, 

EDINBURGH: 

r       '"  '    ""  '^ 

•"^"^^I^RirrEnAY  M17NBELL  AND  JOiST,  TARHAMENT  STAIRS. 


i^ 


EDiKBURdky  June  3. 1790* 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 

Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 

The, Earl  of  Leven,  Prefident,  in  the  Chair, 

TWe  thanks  of  the  Society  were  given  from  the  Chair 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Flemings  for  his  excellent  Sermon  this 
day  preached  before  them  ;  and  he  was  requejied  to  give 
his  manufcript  of  the  fame^  to  be  printed  for  the  be* 
oeft  of  the  Society. 

Jo.  KiMr,  SEOf 


THE 

DEATH  OF  CHRIST, 

A 

SERMON. 


Cal.  u  3f  4* 

■  ■  mQCR  lord  JESU3  CRRISTy  WHO  GAVE  HIMSELF  TOR 
OUa  SINS*-«ACCO&DIKQ  TO  THK  WILL  OF  OOUT 
AKD  OUR  FATHElL 

X  HERE  is  no  fubjed  on  which,  the  human 
mind  can  l>e  employed^  that  furniihes  more 
ample  matter  for  reOeftion  than  the  hiftory  of 
Jefu$  Chrift.  The  events  conne^ed  with  his 
miraculous  birth  ;  the  ladre  of  his  perfonal  qua- 
lities, and  the  fpotlefs  purity  of  his  life;  the 
train  of  wonderful  circUmftances  involved  in  his 
death ;  form  together  an  aflemblage  of  intereft- 
ing  obje£U,  to  which  there  has  not  occurred  a 
parallel  fince  time  began. 

Jefus  was  uihered  into  the  world  with  an  un- 
ufud  folcmnity ;  a  dignifying  pomp  that  ren- 
dered him,  from  the  very  womb,  aa  objefi  of 
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general  ^tention  and  general  ezpe6aition.  Hii 
conception  was  previoufty  announced  by  a  me£- 
fcnger  from  God.  *•  A  multitude  of  the  hea- 
**  venly  hoft**  dcfcending  from  on  high  to  pub* 
lifti  and  celebrate  his  nativity.  Wife  men  of  the 
eaft,  under  the  guidance  of  a  ftar^  came  from 
a  diftant  land  to  bonaw  hU  birth  and  ^^  to  wor- 
**  fl)ip  him/*  And  Jews,  venerable  for  their 
age,  and  ftill  more  for  their  prophetic  charac- 
ter, openly  rejoiced  in  him,  and  **  fpake  of  him 
^  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  in 
"  Ifrael/* 

From  a  life  begun  with  fuch  diftinguifhed 
honours,  the  mind  would  draw  the  prefage  of 
future  greatnefs  ;  and  this  prefage  the  fequci 
verified.  The  fuperior  brightnefs  of  the  dawa 
was  but  a  natural  prelude  to  the  tranfcendent 
glories  of  the  fuccceding  day. 

The  firft  patt  of  his  life  indeed,  Jefus  pafled 
in  the  obfcurity  of  a  private  (lation,  without  ex- 
hibiting  any  thing  tranfmitted  to  us,  that  could 
juftify^he  early  expeftations  which  were  formed 
of  him.  During  that  period,  the  fun  was  hid 
behind  a  clood  ;  its  rays  were  intercepted  ;  its 
native  glory  was  obfcured.  But  in  procefs  of 
time  it  emerged,  and  (hone  fotth  in  full  fplcndoi* 
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IThe  glory  of  Jefus  appeared :  and  men  ^^  be« 
**  held  it  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of 
^  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

Jefus  difplayed,  in  his  condud,  the  higheft 
poffiUe  excellence,  without  a  fliade  pf  imperfec- 
tion. He  could  challenge  the  utmod  malice'  of 
his  enemies  to  '^  convince  him  of  (in.  He  knew 
*^  no -fin,  nor  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth. 
'^  Holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from 
*^  Tmners,''  his  life  was  the  image  and  patten^ 
of  univerlal  righteoufnefs# 

With  the  luftre  of  human  virtue,  Jefus  unit- 
ed a  far  brighter  glory.  ProfeiEng  to  have  come 
into  the  world  with  authority  from  God  -,  af- 
iuming  the  name  and  chara£ler  of  the  Son  of 
God  i  claiming,  and  ^^  thinking  ic  no  robbery 
**  to  be  equal  with  God^"  he  juftiBed  thefe 
high  pretenfions  by  difplays  of  wifdom,  power 
and  goodnefs,  which  befpoke  the  prefence  and 
perfection  of  God.  His  •  wifdom  was  infinite ; 
^'  all  things  were  naked  and  open  to  him ;" 
he  clearly  *'  difcerned  the  thoughts  and  intents 
"  of  the  heart ;  he  knew  what  was  in  man." 
When  he  opened  his  mouth  to  difpenfe  "  the 
'*  treafures  of  his  wifdom,"  his  enemies  were 
jfionltraiaed  to  own  that  *^  never  man  fpake  ^ii^ 
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^  this  mati/^  Thi  httgiidge  e^  heatteft  dTdj^ 
from  his  lips.  Ht  ^  had  the  Words  of  dteriial 
♦«  life.  He  fpake  with  authority*  liJs  w6rd 
«'  tras  With  po^;^rer/' 

To  hi»  /9t<^r  all  natute  wad  dfbadieiit  At  bti 
command,  the  boi(lctoud  Wbds  1)(^6r6  bid  ;  &a 
raging  fea  ileas  calm.  Th6  mod  miKgnant,  and 
ittreterate,  aiikl  hopelefs  difeafes, wfcre  h^led  #itll 
it  word.  Nay,  the  bandft  of  d^th  y»6rt  Ait^ 
folved }  and,  yieMir^g  to  his  fovcrelgn  influence, 
the  "  cruel  grave"  refigned  her  dead. 

This  almighty  power  hd  Wade  fubfetvient  to 
the  purpofes  of  g$odne/s.  Ever  attintiye  td  thd 
rails  of  hutoariity,  ftnd  rcgafdleft  of  iny  incon- 
reniencc  that  attended  its  fet^e^  •*  h«  w«it 
*•  about  doing  good  ;^  iiiiniftering  healfb  and 
comfort,  and  happinefs,  wherever  he  came. 

To  this  excellent  perfon^  who  united  the 
fullnefs  and  fufficiency  of  iht  Godhead  with  (he 
kindly  fenfibllities  of  human  nature,  what  re- 
gard Ihall  we  f^ppofe  to  haye  been  paid  ?  what 
reception  (hall  we  fuppofe  to  have  been  given  ? 
Did  he  not  attrad  the  eager  attention,  and  cap- 
tivate the  bcft  affeQions  of  mankindv?  Did  not 
his  conduft  extort  their  admiration;  his  prc^ 
fence  command  their  refpcO  j  his  charafter  el* 
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elto  thetf  re^^retica  and  engage  their  lov^?  Wera 
Aiej  ik>t  Counted  h^^py  tf^ho  obtained  accefs  to 
him ;  ytho  heatd  hk  heavcinly  Inftruftions  and 
kv9  hh  godlike  afts  ?  Did  not  '^  the  wife,  and 
^  tb6  ncM^^  and  the  mighty/'  lift  themfelves  in 
hk  train  f  Did  not  all  mtn  concur  to  honour 
kiili^  and  with  earneft  i^eal  eatprtb  their  affec^ 
tioA  and  confidence } 

With  every  claim  to  thte  reception,  who 
could  fuppofe  that  Jefug  fhould  have  experienced 
a  treatment  direSJy  the  retdrfe  ?  that  inftead  of 
paying  him  bis  juft  homage,  a  whole  natioil 
ihould  havd  combined  againfl  him?  that  his  ac*- 
tiond  ibould  have  be€n  vili^  y  faig  chara^r 
^traduced;  bis  perfon  hated}  his  miniftry  de^ 
fpifed?  that  he  fhould  have  been  ^^  opprefled, 
^  aiffidted,"  peifecuted,  arraigned,  condemned 
and  put  to  d^tb^  with  peculiar  circumftances  of 
indignity  and  cruelty  ? 

It  18  difficnit  to  conceive  how  men,  depraved 
as  they  are,  ihould  have  fo  far  divefted  them*, 
felves  of  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  violated 
every  right  principle  of  conduct,  as  to  requite 
the  confpicuous  innocence  and  perfeft  virtut 
<)f  Jefus  Chrift,  with  fuch  barbarity  and  injuftice* 
Put  that  Jefps  fhould  have  condcfcend^d  to  fuffcr 
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fuch  injurious  treatment ;  that  a  perfon  claim*^ 
ing  the  dignified  title  of  the  Son  of  God,  axul 
proving  with  indifputable  evidence,  his  origin 
from  God)  fbould  have,  without  refiftance,  and 
without  complaint,  fubmitted  to  contradifUon- ; 
to  .perfecution  ;  to  a  painful,  an  infamous,  an 
accurfed  death ;  this  is  a  phenomenon  in  the 
moral  world,  for  which  the  wifdom  of  man 
could  never  have  accounted. 

To  inveftigate  this  fubje£t  by  the  lights  of 
divine  revelation ;  to  trace  the  death  of  Chrift 
to  its  proper  caufe  ;  to  afcertain  its  great  de»  * 
iign ;  to  illuftrate  its  necellity,  and  to  vindicate 
its  wifdom  and  jufUce ;  thefe  are  the  objeds  to 
which  I  propofe  at  prefent  to  dired  your  atteon 
tion. 

The  profecution  of  them  will  open  an  ex^ 
teniive  field  for  pleafmg  and  ufeful  meditation; 
for  meditation,  too,  that  will  not,  I  hope,  b^ 
found  unfsitable  to  the  particular  occafion  on 
which  we  are  ailembled, 

jF/>y?,  I  begin  with  premifing  that  ihe  death  of 
Chriil  is  here  exprefled  by  giving  him/elf;  a 
mode  of  fpeech  which  the  apoftle,  in  different 
/pftaAceSj  employs  to  denote  our^  Lord's  obe^ 
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dience  in  general;  and  in  particular,  his  volun- 
iary  fubmiffion  to  the  crofs. 

This  indireft  method  of  expreifing  that  event, 
fome  haVe  fappofed  the  apodle  adopted,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  offence  which  the  direct  mention 
•f  the  crofs  might  have  given  to  the  Jews :  to 
whom,  amidft  the  haughty  pretenfions  to  ex- 
cellence and  fuperiority  which  they  founded  on 
their  external  relation  to  God,  and  the  high 
expe6bitions  of  temporal  deliverance  and  ag- 
grandifement  which  they  connefted  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  MeiBah  ;  the  humility,  and  dill 
more,  the  fufferings  of  Chrift ;  were  a  *'  rock 
**  of  offence,"  almoft  infurmountable,  ;  This 
fuppofition,  however,  we  are  conftrained  to  re- 
ject,  as  not  only  arguing  a  falfe  delicacy,   a 
mean  compliance  unworthy  of  the  apoftle's  cha* 
rafter,  but  exprefsly  contradi£ting  his  general 
pradice :  For  to  thofc  who  are  converfant  in  his 
writings,  it  is  obvious  that  he  fuffers  no  oppor- 
tunity to  efcape  him  of  making  the  mod  open 
and  unequivocal  mention  of  the  crofs.    Nay,  he 
is  forward  to  mention  it.    He  exults;  he  ^^  glo- 
*•  ries  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ;''  reg^dlefs  of  the 
prejudices  which  a  blinded  nation  had  unjuftly 
and  fooliihlyconceived  againft  a  fuffering  Saviour. 
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Som^  other  reafon,  then,  teuft  be  afligncd 
for  the  ufe  of  this  exprefiion.     And  if  we  take 
it  as  it  is  iqtrodiK^ed  in  the  text,  it  wiQ  appear 
to  hare  been  defigned  to  reprefent  tb  us  the 
proper  can/e  of  the  death  of  Chriflt ;  to  lead  Us 
to  refer  that  great  ev^nt  to  the  fpontaneoas  ca* 
operation  of  his  own  choice  with  ^^  the 'will  of 
**  God  and  our  Father.-'     This  is  the  radical 
caufe  to  which  the  death  of  Chrift  muft  be  »• 
fcribed.   AU  thofe  external  circumftances  which 
confpired  to  promote  it,  were  but  fecondary  to 
this;  they  were  but  means  by  whofe  inftru-« 
mentality  it  operated  and  produced  its  e&SL 
So  extenfiYely  doth  this  obfenration  hold,  that 
to  every  outward  agent  ii\  the  fuflferings  of 
C^hrift ;  to  the  hlfc  diibiple  who  betrayed  him  | 
to  the  malicious  Jews  who  **  were  inftant  with 
*^  loud  Voices,  requiring  that  he  might  be  cru«. 
**  dfied,  and  whofe  voices  prevailed;"  to  the 
executioners  who  nailed  him  to  the  crofs  ;  and 
to  the  foldier  who  pierced  his  fide ;  to  each  of 
thefe  we  may  apply  his  own  language  to  his 
partial  judge  :   "  Thou  couldft  have  no  power 
^*  at  all  againft  mc,  except  it  were  given  thee 
^*  from  above.'*    For  how  eafily  could  he  have 
defeated  the  counfels  of  his  enemies,  and  made 
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^^  all   their  devices  of  none  effed/'    With  a 
•«vor3,  or  with  a  look,  or  with  a  mere  aft  of 
the  will,  he  could,  in  a  moment,  have  over- 
turned their  beft  laid  fchemes,  and  even  con- 
verted their  impotent  attempts  againft  his  life, 
to  their  own  deftruftion :  Or,  as  he  hinted  to 
Peter,  when  prompted  by  an  inconfiderate  zeal, 
that  apoftle  drew  the  fword  in  his  defence,  he 
could  have  brought  *'  legions  of  angels"  from 
heaven,  for  his  refcue  and  proteftion.     Indeed, 
his  enemies  themfelves  fuiEciehtly  experienced 
his  irrefiftible  power,  when  by  the  mere  energy 
of  a  Ihort  reply,  an  armed  multitude  whom  they 
fent  to  feize  him  were  fo  overawed,  that,  unable 
to  Hand  in  his  prefence,  •*  they  went  backward, 
**  and  fell  to  the  ground." 

But  though  poffeffed  of  this  almighty  power, 
Jefus  never  employed  it,  but  in  fubferviency  to 
the  will  and  the  glory  of  God.  "  He  came 
•*  down  from  heaven,  not  to  do  his  own  will, 
"  but  the  will  of  the  Father  that  fent  him. 
^^  And  he  fought  not  his  own  will ;"  but  zeal- 
ouilytiid,  and  patiently  fuflFered  "  the  will  of 
"  his  Father."  Even  in  that  dreadful  hour 
when  his  human  nature  was  ready  to  fink 
under  the  weight  of  his  fufferings,  and  he  ear* 
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lieftly  prayed  in  an  agony,  that  "  the  cup 
"  which  the  Father  had  given  him  might  pais 
"  from  him  ;"  his  fubmiflion  to  the  Father  re* 
pelled  the  feitfe  of  pain,  and  triumphed  over 
the  weaknefs  of  his  humanity ;  fo  that  refuming 
his  native  fortitude,  he  placidly  and  fully  ac- 
quiefced  in  "  the  Father's  good  pleafure*:  O 
"  my  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  from  me 
**  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done." 

Thus  ftrengthtoed  and  refigned,  he  went  forth 
with  cheerfulnefe  to  meet  thofe  who  drew  near 
to  apprehend  him.  When  ^*  the  hour  of  his 
**  enemi&s  was  come,*'  he  furrendered  himfelf 
into  their  hands ;  he  patiently  endured  their 
blind  and  inhuman  fury  j  he  fuffered  the  power 
of  darknefs  to  rage  *  j  he  fubmitted  in  every 
thing ;  he  ^  became  obedient  unto  death,  even 
^'  the  death  of  the  crofs  :''  For  all  this  was  the 
Father* s  will ;  the  previous  appointment  of  eter- 
nal wifdom  for  promoting  the  ends  of  his  infinite 
gtace.  So  the  apoftle  Peter  exprefsly  intimates 
where,  fpeaking  of  the  condemnation  and  deatb^ 

*  "  This  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkncfe.** 
Luke  xxiL  $i. 

'*  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath  aoduo^ 
•*  in  me."    John  xiv.  30.  \ 
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of  Chrift,  he  faith,  that  '•  Herod  and  Pilate, 
^  the  Gentiles  and  the  people  of  Ifrael,  had  done 
^  what  the  hand  and  counfel  of  God  determin- 
'^  ed  before  to  be  done."  And  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  inftance,  the  Father's  will  was  alfo 
the  Son's.  He  is  **  one  with  the  Father,  and 
**  cam^  in  the  Father's  name,  to  finifli  his  work." 
Whatever  therefore  the  accomplilhment  of  his 
work  required,  Jefus  fuflfered,  not  by  conftraint 
or  reluftantly,  but  readily  and  of  his  full  accord. 
'  I  fey,  not  by  conftraint ;  this  the  perfcdion  of 
his  character  abfolutely  excluded.  **  No  man," 
faith  he  himfelf,  "  taketh  my  life  from  me,  but 
*^  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have  power  to  lay 
^  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it^jgigain. 
**  This  commandment  I  hare  received  of  my 
«  Father." 

Ye  who  proudly  rejeft  a  ft^ff^ring  Saviour, 
team  from  this,  that  although  the  enemies  of 
Chrift  fucceeded  in  their  defigns  againft  him^ 
fo  as  even  '*  with  wicked  hands"  to  flied  his 
innocent  blood ;  yet  as  no  policy  of  manage- 
ment, no  vigour  of  exertion  in  man,  could  of 
itfelf  have  brought  their  defigns  to  this  iflue, 
their  fuccefs  cannot  be  confidered  either  as  ar- 
"guing  inferiority  or  defeft  of  power  in  him^  or 
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as  famifhing  them  with  any  reafonable  ground 
of  boafting  or  triumph.  No :  had  they  not  been 
permitted  by  the  counfels  of  God  \  had  he  not 
condefcended  to  fubmit  to  their  power,  all  their 
attempts  againft  him  would  have  been  utterly 
abortive.  And  learn  on  the  other  hand,  ye 
who  "  eftecm  this  man  of  forrows,  who  glory  m 
*^  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  defire  to  know  no- 
''  thing  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified;" 
learn  to  regard  his  death  with  all  its  diftrefsful 
circumftanccs,  as  the  genuine  refult  of  his  own 
uncontrouled  and  fovereign  pleafure :  perfuaded 
that  neither  chance  nor  deftiny;  neither  the  en- 
deavours of  human  malice,  nor  the  aflaults  of 
inferp^l  rage,  feparate  or  combined,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  an  event  fo  ftupcndous.  *Ti« 
to  himfelf  alone,  to  the  gratuitous  motion  of  his 
own  good  will,  that  this  aft  of  grace  and  humi- 
liation muft  he  ultimately  referred.  Jefus  died, 
becaufe  it  was  the  Father's  will ;  becaufe  with 
the  Father's  will,  his  bwn  entirely  accorded. 
This,  I  repeat  it,  is  the  proper  fource,  the  grand 
and  primary  caufe  to  which  his  death  muft  be 
traced.  To  this,  all  the  caufes  which  imme« 
diately  or  apparently  contributed  to  it  were  bm 
fubordinatc.     From  this,  the  whole  of  their  ef* 
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£cacy  was  derived.  And  but  for  this,  the  ut- 
mod  efforts  of  his  united  enemies  could  never 
have  prevailed.  *^  The  heathen  might  have 
^  raged }  the  people  might  have  imagined  vain 
*'  things ;  the  kings  of  the  earth  might  have  fet 
*'  thcmfelves,  and  the  rulers  taken  counfel  to- 
^^  gether  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anoint- 
"  ed :  But  he  that  fitteth  in  the  heavens  vould 
"  have  laughed  J  the  Lord  would  have  had  them 
"  in  derifion.*' 

But  when  we  fpcak  of  the  death  of  Chrift  as 
originating  in  the  will  and  counfel  of  God,  the 
queftion  naturally  occurs  ?  What  could  have 
pfioved  the  all-wife  God  to  will  an  event,  which, 
while  it  violated  the  effential  dignity  of  Chrift's 
perfon,  apparently  tended  to  counterafl  the  im- 
mediate ends  of  the  office  with  which  he  was 
invefted.  Jefus,  we  are  taught  on  divine  autho- 
rity to  believe,  was  commiflioned  of  God,  to 
inftrud,  to  convert,  to  fave  the  world.  But 
Nothing  could,  to  our  apprehenfions,  have  been 
more  unlikely  to  promote  thofe  ends  than  the 
crofs,  than  which  there  is  not  a  greater  or 
more  general  caufe  of  offence  in  the  whole 
gofpcl.  Say  then, 
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In  the  feccnJ  place,  For  what  end  fliall  wc 
foppofe  the  death  of  Chrift  to  have  been  defign- 
ed  ?  Wherefore  was  it  neceflary  that  "  the  Son 
•*  of  God,  who  thought  it  no  robbery  to  bfe 
^  equal  with  God,"  (hould  diveft  himfclf  of 
his  native  form  and  dignity,  condefcend  to  the 
extremity  of  abafement,  and  even  fubmit  to  the 
infii£Hon  of  death,  in  a  form  humiliating  and 
difgraceful  to  human  nature"?  The  folution  of 
this  queftion  it  highly  concerns  us  to  know, 
to  believe^  and  to  engrave  on  the  tables  of  our 
hearts  :  as  it  involves  a  myftery,  than  which  the 
divine  oracles  reveal  none  greater,  none  by 
which  the  foul  is  carried  into  aA  higher  admira- 
tion of  "  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  the  wifdom 
^  of  God/' 

The  great  end  for  which  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  died,  the  apoflle  afcertains  in  the  text ; 
*•  he  gave  himfelf  for  our  fins."  It  is  true, 
there  were  other  ends,  and  thofe  of  great  im- 
portance, to  which  the  d^ath  of  Chrift  was  con- 
fefiedly  inftrumental.  In  particular,  it  ferved  a3 
a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  gofpel,  which 
was  thus  authenticated  with  the  feal  of  his  blood. 
And  in  his  admirable  condud  under  thofe  pe« 
culiar  fufferings  which  preceded  and  accom^ 
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panied  his  death,  he  has  difplayed  a  bright  re- 
prefentation,  a  perfed  pattern  of  the  mod  ami* 
^able  aad  neceflfary  duties  of  human  life  ;  of 
humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  charity,  refigna^ 
tion,  obedience.  And  this  pattern  of  condud 
the  gofpel  exhibits  to  our  view ;  that  having  it 
habitually  before  us,  beholding  a  perfed  imag^ 
of  our  duty  reflcfted  as  by  a  glafs^  "  we  might 
^^  be  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory 
^  to  glory-''  To  this  laft  objed  the  apoftle 
Peter  cxprcfsly  refers  the  circumftances  of 
Chrift's  death,  where  he  faith,  that  "  Chrift 
^'  alfo  fuffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example, 
^'  that  we  fliould  follow  his.ftcps." 

But  though  this  event  was  clearly  fubfervient 
to  thofe  excellent  ends,  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  abfolut^ly  required  for  their  accom« 
pliihment.  There  were  other  obvious  means 
by  which  the  fame  ends  could  hare  been  as  ad« 
vantageouily  promoted  and  as  completely  ob^ 
tained.  The  truth  of  the  gofpel  could  havp 
been  fufEciently  proved  by  miracles*  Indeed 
Jefu^  actually  wrought  miracles,  which  carry  to 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  the  fuHeft  convi^lion 
that  he  was  ^*^  a  teacher  come  from  God/'  And 
had  it  been  otherwife  ^  had  his  previous  mira« 
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cles  been  incompetent  to  produce  this  convic^ 
tion,  it  was  dill  in  his  power,  by  a  miraculous 
exertion  for  his  inftant  refcue  from  the  crofs, 
to  have  fiimiihed  at  lead  as  full  a  demonftration 
of  the  truth  of  his  religion,  as  could  with  any 
probability  be  derived  from  a  humble  and  un- 
refifting  fubmiffion  to  death.  This  the  fpeda-- 
tors  of  his  crucifixion  contemptuouily  urged ; 
•'  If  he  be  the  Son  of  God,  let  him  come  down 
*'  from  the  crofs,  and  we  will  believe  him/' 

The  feme  thing  holds  with  refpedt  to  the 
virtues  which  hia  fufferings  ferved  to  difplay  and 
illuftrate.  Thefe  he  could  have  taught  and  ex- 
emplified with  fufEcient  effe£t  in  the  conduct  of 
his  life,  withaut  the  necefDty  of  enduring  on 
that  account  the  pain  and  ignominy  of  a  violent 
death.  Nay,  "  take  the  prophets"  who  have 
of  old  "  refifted  unto  blood,  for  an  example ;'' 
and  they  have  left  behind  them  fo  many  in-^ 
ftances  of  exalted  piety,  of  difmterefted  good* 
nefs,  of  intrepid  refolution,  of  faithful  endur- 
ance, and  fuch  illuftrious  difplays  of  the  feme 
virtues  have  been  fuperadded  by  the  fuffering 
fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  our  duty  in  every 
poffible  fituation  may  be  confidered  as  fufficient* 
ly  exemplified  in  ^^  the  patience  and  faith  of 


(    »7    ) 

•*  the  faints.**  Wherefore  the  attainment  of  this 
end  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  necefl&rily  re* 
quired  the  fuflFerings  and  death  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Befldes,  the  event  of  his  death  was  at- 
tended with  circumflances  which  are  wholly  pe* 
culiar  to  itfelf,  and  for  which  it  were  impofCble 
to  account,  without  fuppoflng  it  intended  for 
fome  other,  and  nobler,  and  more  neceilary  end^ 
than  either  to  eftablifli  the  truth  gf  the  Chriftian 
do£b-in^,  or  ta  exhibit  a  pattern  of  Chriftian 
conduft.  For,  if  we  fuppofe  Jefus  to  have  fuf« 
fered  for  the  attainment  of  thofe  ends  only,  to 
vrbat  Ihall  we  attribute  that  painful  fenfe  of  his 
fuffbrings,  under  which  his  immaculate  foul  was 
fo  ^^  exceeding  forrowful  ?**  Whence  that  hor- 
rible agony,  in  the  violence  of  which  **  his 
*'  fweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood  fall- 
**  ing  down  to  the  ground?"  Whence  that  over- 
vheUning  fenfe  of  derelidion  under  which  he 
mournfully  exclaimed,  **  My  God,  my  God, 
^  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 

If  we  examine  the  hiftory  of  that  "  cloud  of 
**  witnefles,"  who  have  in  different  ages  of  the 
world  attefted  the  truth  with  their  blood,  many 
of  them,  we  ihall  find,  encountered  death  in  all 
its  terrors,  without  betraying  a  fymptom  of  fear 
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or  depreffion.  "  They  were  tortared  j  they  wen 
^^  ftoned  ;  they  were  fawn  afuader }  they  were 
'*  fiain  with  the  fword:''  the  moft  exqtufite  tor^ 
meats,  that  inventive  malice  could  devife,  or  la- 
vage cruelty  inflid,  they  endured9^..^ot  merely 
without  difmay,..,.jibt  merely  with  patience,.^»but 
with  exultation  and  triumph.  Now»  when  we 
fee  Jefus  fo  deeply  affeded  with  the  fenfe  of  his 
fufferings,  his  innocent  foul  ^  troubled,  and 
f^  fore  amazed,  and  in  great  heavinefs,  even 
^  unto  death  i*'.^:.^nd  when  with  tbofe  circum* 
fiances  we  compare  the  dignity  of  his  perfim 
and  the  excellence  of  his  charafter,and  join  the 
confideration  that  his  fufierings  and  death  were 
voluntary,  the  unconftrained  a&  of  his  own  de^ 
liberate  and  predetermined  choice }  what  judge* 
ment  are  we  to  form?  How  fiiaH  we  account  for 
appearances  fo  dtfcordant  with  thofe  tranfcend*» 
ent  qualities  which  uniformly  (hone  in  his  con* 
dud  ?  On  a  fober  review  of  the  vs^ous  drcum-< 
ftances  of  Chrift's  paffion,  are  we  net  forced  ta 
conclude  that  there  was  fomething  peculiar  in 
it,  fomething  that  eflentially  diftinguiihes  it  from 
the  fufferings  of  every  other  martyr  in  the  ca^fe 
of  God?  Does  not  even  reafon  point  to  this  con- 
clufion,  and  neceflfarily  fuppofe  the  exiftence  and 
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ftdftDft  of  fome  extraordinary  caufe  to  produce 

a  forrow  fo  unexampled/ an  agony  fo  extreme? 

But  raafon,  though  it  here  points  to  fome-» 

thing  peculiar,  could  not  alone  have  difcovered 

in  what  the  peculiarity  confided.    Scripture  un^* 

folds  the  myftery,  and  dire^  to  this  as  the  in* 

terefting  caufe  of  Chrift's  extraordinary  fuffer- 

ings;  that  he  **  gave  himfelf  for  our  fins/*   In 

this  expreflion  fomething  more,  it  is  obvious^ 

nuft  be  implied  $  fomething  that  more  deeply 

and  extenfirely  affefts  our  intereft,  than  either 

the  confirmation  of  the  gofpel  for  our  recep« 

lion  and  faith,  or  the  inftitution  of  a  model  to 

dired  otnr  pra£tice.    Viewed  in  thofe  refpeds, 

the  death  of  Chrift  involves  nothing  peculiar  in 

it.     For  who  fees  not,  that  in  thofe  refpefb,  all 

who  have  **  fuffcred  for  the  fake  of  righteouH 

iiefs,''  may  with  equal  reafon  be  faid  to  have 

died  for  us  ;'*  their  fuflFerings  having  contri-* 

buted  both  to  confirm  the  truth  of  religion,  and 

to  fumilh  juft  modds  of  laudable  deportment. 

The  apoftle^s  language  is  to  be  ubderftood  in 

an  higher  fenie ;  a  fenfe  in  which  jit  exdufively 

applies  to  Jefus  Chrift :  importing,  that  he  waa 

iiibftitttted  in  our  ftcad ;  that  he  devoted  hinii* 

Cij 
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ielf  to  death  for  our  fake ;  that  *^  his  foul 
*^  made  an  oflfering  for  Hn*** 

Ic  is  this  idea  of  fubftitution  or  vicarious  fo^ 
fering,  that  conftitutes  the  great  charaQeriftic  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  ferves  chiefly  to  diftingui(h 
it  from  that  of  the  futhful  martyrs.  They  fu(- 
jbred  to  inftrud  us,  to  convince  us  of  the  truths 
to  point  out  the  way  to  heaven  by  treading  |t 
before  us*  But  to  have  fuffered  in  our  (lead;  tg 
have  died  as  o\xffubJiiittte ;  to  have  "  given  him- 
•*  feif  for  our  fins;*'  this  is  an  idea  which  ac- 
cords with  none,  and  which  fcripture  applies  to 
none  but  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  his  peculiar 
attribute ;  his  exclufive  merit )  his  proper,  uo- 
alienable,  unrivalled  glory« 

In  this  interefting  view,  the  death  of  Chrifl: 
hath  been  uniformly  reprefented  in  every  period 
of  the  church.  It  was  of  old  predicted,  that  be 
ihould  ^*  bear  our  griefs  and  carry  our  for* 
**  rows  j"  that  he  fhould  be  "  wounded  for  our 
^*  tranfgreflions,  and  bruifed  for  our  iniquities ;'' 
that  *^  the  chaflifement  of  our  peace  ihould  be 
^V  en  him ;  and  that  by  his  ftripes  we  ihould  be 
•'  healed  j"  that  *^  the  Lord  ihould  lay  on  him 
*^  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  and  that  he  ihould  bey 
^^  the  iins  of  xqany/'     And  in  the  iame  Ian- 
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goage  in  v^hich  the  prophets  for^old  this  etrent^ 
the  apoftles  fpeak  of  its  accomplifhment.  ^^  Je- 
^*  fus  our  Lord  was  delivered  for  our  offences : 
**  He  died  for  our  fins  :  His  own  felf  bare  our 
*^  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree :  He  loved 
<^  us  and  gave  himfeif  for  us,  an  (Bering  and 
^^  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet-Imelling  fav^ 
«  our.'^ 

mrd^  While  we  thus  affert  that  Chrift  Je- 
fus  was  fubftituted  in  our  ftead,  that  he  ^^  gave 
*^  himfeif  for  our  fins/*  the  fubjeft  feems  to  re- 
quire that  we  fay,  fomething  of  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  a  fubftitution ;  fomething  to  reconcile  that 
expedient  of  divine  wi£dom  with  the  common 
f  eafon  and  apprehenfions  of  men.  This  appears 
fhe  more  requifite,  becaufe  men,  milled  by  a 
proud  conceit  of  the  perfe&ion  of  thdr  own 
Teafbn,  to  eftimate  all  things  by  its  ftandard, 
have  fometimes  dared  to  pronounce  this  ezpe« 
dient  unneceffary;  nay,  to  reje£t  it  as  abfurd^  and 
fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  nature  and 
juftice^  that  no  neceiEty  could  vindicate  its  a- 
tloption.  The  dodrine  of  Chrift  crucified  hath, 
from  the  earlieft  times  of  the  gofpel,  been 
\^  a  ftumbling  block  and  foQliflmeft/'  to  the 
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fimcifd  wUiiom  of  man.  It  is  a  myftefy,  t^  the 
comprehenfion  of  which  the  reafbn  and  wifdoot 
<^  man  are  inadequate.  ^  The  natural  man 
^*  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God  $ 
^*  for  they  are  fooUihnefs  unto  him :  neither  caa 
'*  he.  know  them,  bccaufe  they  are  ffMitually 
^^  difcemed/' 

But  becaufe  human  reafon  cannot  fully  com-> 
prehend  this  myftery,  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  we  ought  to  rejed  it  as  inconfiftent  with 
reaibn  ?  Are  we  to  rejeft  every  thing  which  our 
limited  faculties  cannot  fully  comprehend  ?  Let 
this  be  eftabliflxed  as  a  principle,  and  what  is  it 
thstf  we  can  admit?  Is  there  any  thing  of  which 
we  are  able  to  attain  the  foil  comprehenfion? 
Is  not  our  knowledge  even  of  the  moft  fiuniliar 
objeds  in  many  refpefb  defeftive  i  Does  not  the 
animation  of  the  fiaialleft  infed  j  does  not  the  vet 
getarion  of  the  meaneft  plant,  ba£9e  the  beft  at^ 
ten^ks  of  reafon  to  inveftigate  and  explain  it? 
And  if  reafon  be  dius  incompetent  to  attain  the 
perfeft  knowledge  of  things  that  meet  its  daily 
notice,  can  it  fumifh  an  adequate  rule  by  whic^ 
to  judge  of  the  myfteries  of  faith  }-«^  competent 
ftandard  by  which  to  efttmate-the  counfelraad 
{procedure  of  God  i 


When  thefe  are  to  be  inveftigated^  realba 
muft  be  guided  by  dime  revelation«  Under 
that  guidance,  let  it  be  applied  to  the  prefent 
fubjed ;  and  the  candid  enquirer  will  find>  that 
u^hile  the  vicarioua  fufferings  of  Chrift  were  a 
neceflary  expedient  for  accompUihing  the  end  to 
be  obtained^  the  ufe  of  that  C3q>edient  involves 
nothing  which  does  not  coincide  with  the  origU 
nal  feelings,  the  genuine  expedbitions  of  tha 
biiman  mind,  and  which  the  nature  and  gepcral 
procedure  of  juftice  do  not  iuHy  vindicate. 

The  nece^  of  this  expedient^  fcripture  roi^ 
prefents  as  refulting  from  the  nature  and  conliiy* 
quences  of  fin*  Sin  may  be  conGdered  in  ge- 
neral as  a  pofitive  violation  of  the  law  of  God« 
To  dire£l  and  influrace  that  obedience,  which 
God,  as  the  creator  and  Lord  of  the  univeife, 
demands  from  the  rational  worlds  he  hath  efta- 
bliflied,  on  the  immutable  foundations  of  juftice, 
an  univer£d  government,  which  he  conduds  by 
wile  and  righteous  laws,  in  fubfervience  to  his 
own  glory  as  the  fovereign ;  and  to  the  order, 
profpeii^  and  happinefs  of  his  faithful  fubje£ts. 

The  laws  intended  to  regdate  the  conduQ  of 
man,  God,  when  he  firft  formed  him,  infcribed 
on  his  heart :   And  after  a  revolution  in  humaq 
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nature  had  unhappily  effaced  the  impreflion  of 
them,  the  Creator  was  pleafed   to  revive  and 
confirm  them  by  pofitive  enaftment  and  decla- 
ration ;  and  together  with  the  laws  themfelves^ 
to  renew  the  fandions  of  life  and  death  that 
rendered  them  obligatory.    It  was  folemnly  de« 
dared,  on  the  one  hand^  that  ^^  if  a  man  keep 
*^  the  ftatutes  and  judgments  of  the  Lord,   he 
**  (hall  live  in  them/*  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
death  and  a  **  curfe*'  were  with  equal  folemnity 
denounced  againft  ^*  every  one  that  continueth 
^^  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book 
««  of  the  law  to  do  them." 

By  this  unalterable  conftitution,  man  was,  int 
the  event  of  difobedience,  adjudged  to  dellnic- 
tion :  And  fad  experience  hath  Ihewn,  that  the 
event  unfortimately  happened^  on  which  his  fate 
was  fufpended.  The  law  of  God  was  tranf- 
grefled,  and  the  whole  human  kind  involved  in 
the  guilt  of  difobedience  and  apoftafy.  Scrip* 
ture  hath  ^'  concluded  all  under  fin  i'*  and  un- 
biaCTed  reafon  approves  the  conclufion  :  the  ob- 
fervation  of  every  reflefting  mind  in  every  fuc- 
cefUve  age,  affording  fufficient  evidence  that 
•*  all  have  fmned,  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory 
^«  of  God." 
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^  The  iiftiSutation  of  fin,  whether  on  kccbiin! 
of  perfonal  or  derivative  guilt,  neceflarily  infeh^ 
Aibjedibn  to  punifhment ;  the  fentence  of  con- 
demnation having  by  the  ezprefs  conclttfions  of 
the  divine  law,  become  of  force  in  the  indant 
<5f  tranfgreflion.  Now,  can  it  rcafohably  be 
foppofed  that  he  who  adjudgied  the  punifllment 
fiiall,  without  compeniation  made^  difpenfe  with 
the  infliction  of  it  f  Shall  the  conclufions  of  the 
law  of  God  fail  ?  Shall  its  facred  fan£tions  be 
rendered  nugatory  ?  Is  not  the  veracity  of  God 
engaged  for  the  execution  of  them  ?  Does  not 
the  honour  of  God  require  that  the  authority 
of  his  law  ihottld  be  aflbrted^  the  end^  of  hi^ 
government  fulfilled,  the  rights  of  juftice  vin- 
dicated i  And  Unlefs  exemption  from  punifli^ 
ment,  unlefs  remifiion  of  fin,  can  be  made  con- 
fiftent  with  tfaofe  great  objeds,  is  there  a  poffibl^ 
way  in  which  it  can  be  obtained  ? 

The  goodnefs  of  God,  it  is  tnie,  naturally 
difpofes  him  to  the  exercife  of  mercy  in  the  re- 
mifiion of  fiui  But  how  fhall  that  difpofition 
be  fuppofed  to  exert  itfelf  ?'  How  fhall  remiflioil 
be  fuppofed  to  be  conferred  ?  Not  furely  in  re- 
pugnance to  holinefs  and  juftiqe.  The  fuppofi* 
lion  were  contrary  to  every  idea  of  God;  Uolt^ 

D     ' 
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*  nelfi  and  juftice  are  efiential  attributes  of  dWU 
Qity,  which  the  chara&er  of  God  is  primarify 
concerned  to  vindicate  and  niaintain.  And  the 
due  vindication  of  thefe  attributes  infers  of  ne* 
ceflity  the  hatred  and  puniihment  of  fm. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  before  man  caa 
obtain  exemption  ^om  the  penal  confequences 
of  his  guilt,  fomething  muft  intervene  to  ^ttisfy 
juftice,  and  expiate  fin.  The  neceffity  of  this, 
the  Jews  were  cleiriy  taught  by  the  facrifices 
enjoined  in  the  law.  And  the  law  in  this  in- 
ftance,  fpoke  the  fentiment  of  nature ;  all  na- 
tions, of  whom  there  is  any  record^  having  had 
their  oblationa  and  facrifices  to  deprecate  the 
wrath  of  their  deities,,  and  procure  forgivenefs 
of  fin.  'the  uttiverfaEty  of  that  ufege  necet 
iarily  leads  us  to  refer  it  to  fbme  coounon  prin^ 
dple  in  the  human  mind.  And  what  can  we 
fuppofe  this  to  have  been,  hvii  a  geikeral  imiM^et 
fion  ftamped  by  the  hand  of  God,  that  without 
ibme  mean  of  £itisfa&ion,  the  favour  of  heaven 
could  not  be  cc^uiHated,.  not  the  guik  of  fin 
removed? 

While  the  general  ufis  of  facrifices  may  thus 
be  confidered  as  the  tefiimony  q£  nature  to  die 
aeceffity  of  an  atonement  §ot  fm>  it  ferres  iUb 
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to  indicate  a  prevailiAg  fentiment,  a  general  peiv 
fnafion  ^,  that  this  atonement  cooid  be  made  hj 
Xubffitatiom  Indeed  there  is  no  other  way  in 
Trhich  we  can  conceive  an  atonement  poffible, 
with  any  advantage  to  man.  To  (ay  that  it  is 
neceflary  in  the  offender's  perfon,  were  to  ex- 
dude  the  poffibiiity  of  deliverance  by  it,  and  ir«- 
fecoverably  con^n  the  whole  human  rac^  to 
merited  deftruftion4  For,  if  the  juftice  of  God 
be  at  all  fui^fed  to  require  iatisiadion  for  the 
violations  of  his  law,  it  muft  in  reafon  be  fup- 
pofed  to  require  an  adequate  (atisfa&ion.  But 
vrho  does  liot  fee  that  to  have  given  this  /^r- 
finaify^  man  muft  have  inevitably  fuftained  in 
cndlefe  deaths  the  vengeance  due  to  his  demerit? 

Dij 

•  The  nature  of  the  facrificcs  in  ufe  among  the 
Jews»  and  the  ceremonies  with  which  the  law  required 
them  to  be  offered,  clearly  ihew  them  to  have  been 
defigned  to  beget  and  cherifh  fuch  a  perfiufion.  And 
there  can  be  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  fame  perfuafion 
obtained  in  fome  degree  among  the  heathens.  Ovid 
makes  a  perfon  who  offered  iacrifice  addrels  the  gods 
in  this  language : 

'*  Cor  pro  corde  precor,  pro  fibris  fumite  fibras. 
^  Hanc  animam  vobis  pro  meliore  damus.'^ 

De  Fq/lisf  Lib.  6.  v.  l6l. 
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It  fiollows,  therefore,  from  the  very  nature  of 
fhe  thing,  that  fuch  a  fatisfadion  as  brought 
any  eflcnlial  advantage  to  the  finner,  muftof 
neceffity  have  been  made  through  the  medium 
of  a  fubftitute. 

In  the  fubftitutes,  it  is  true,  vshwh  mankind 
univerfally  employed,  there  exifted  no  viitue, 
either  natural  or  moral,  that  could  avail  ao^ 
thing  for  the  expiation  of  (in.  Even  in  diofe 
which  had  the  exprefs  fandion  of  the  hw  of 
God»  there  was  no  intrinfic  efficaqr^  no  other 
fitnefs  ibr  their  end  than  what  they  derived  fyoxx^ 
•the  divine  appointment.  The  &cri(ices  of  the 
law  were  but,^a  fhadow  of  things  to  come. 
They  referred  indeed  to  the  correfpondingyiiiu 
Jlance ;  they  pointed,  by  evident  analogy,  to 
the  true  facrifice^  the  ^reat  fubJlUute^  who  was  to 
make  that "  reconciliation  for  iniquity,*'  of  which 
they  fervefi  to  exhibit  the  neqeility.  But  in  this 
confided  their  whole  utility  and  their  whole  ef- 
feft  *.   ."  For  it  was  not  poflible  that  the  blood 

*  It  IS  fcarce  neccflary  to  remark,  that  whaj  is  here 
laid  of  the  facrifices  of  the  law,  muft  be  underfloo4 
of  their  inefficacy  tp  remove  the  guUt  of  fin  in  the 
fight  of  God.  The  fubje6l  did  not  lead  me  to  fay  ^ny 
thing,  eithqr  of  their  moral  effeft  on  the  confcience, 
or  of  their  legal  efFcft  to  remove  ceremonial  and  polili-: 
cal  guilt. 
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^  of  bulls  a»d  gqats  could  take  away  fins/* 
29o ;  though  a  man  were  to  ^'  come  before  the 
^*  Lord  with  burpt  offerings ;"  though  be  were 
to  brmg  iaorifices  of  **  thoufands  of  rams,"  and 
make  libations  of  ^^  ten  thoufands  of  riyers  of 
**  oil  j"  though  he  were  even  to  **  give  his  firft 
^  born  for  his  tranfgreffion,  the  fruit  of  his  body 
^^  for  the  (in  of  his  ibul  v  the  redemption  of  the 
^'  foul  W2^  too>|)rcciou8"  to  be  obtained  with 
iu^^  ranfom.  Nay,  may  wc  not  with  reaibn 
affirrMJiat.  nothing  xmated  or  finite  was  equal  to' 
the  purchafe  of  man's  redemption?  It  is  an 
eftablifhed  principle  of  found  philofophy  and  of 
common  fenfe,  that  the  canfi  muft  be  propor- 
tionate to  the  effect  to  be  produced.  Now,  if 
it  l>e  competent  to  apply  this  principle  to  the 
prefent  fubjeft,  and  by  the  analogy  oi  finite  to 
form  a  judgment  of  infinite^  may  we  not  juflly 
^rgue,  that  when  the  confequences  of  moral 
evil,  confequences  deadly  in  their  nature  and 
infinite  in  their  extent,  were  to  be  remedied  \ 
when  the  penalty  which  fm  had  incurred  was 
to  be  paid ;  when  the  diforder  which  it  had  in- 
troduced into  the  divine  government  was  to  be 
removed ;  when  the  violation  of  the  taw  of 
God  was  to  be  rcdreflfed  \  when  the  offende4 
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Jbftice  of  God  was  to  be  (adsfied ;  wben  the  dif* 
honour  done  to  his  cbara&er  W2a  to  be  repaired^ 
vthtn  the  glory  of  bis  whole  perfedions  was  to 
be  declared  and  manifefted:  when  obje£U  fo 
numerous  and  of  fuch  infinite  m^;mtude  and 
importance  were  neceilarily  involved  in  the  re- 
demption of  mankind,  maj  we  not  juftly  argue, 
that  nothing  lels  than  divine  was  fufficient  for 
its  accomplifliment  ?  Far  be  it  from  us  prefumpi> 
tuoofly  to  limit  the  power  and  wifdom  of  God 
to  any  particular  expedient  for  the  deliverance 
of  man.  We  fpeak  of  things  merely  in  refer- 
ence to  our  conceptions  of  theuL  And  in  this 
view,  are  we  not  warranted  to  conclude^  that 
he  only  who  was  ^^  the  equal  of  God/'  and  in 
whom  ^^  dwelt  all  the  fiilnefs  of  the  Godhead,^ 
was  able  to  make  that  juft  latis&fkion,  that  com- 
plete atonement  iot  fiUy  which  the  ordinal  and 
unalterable  conftitution  of  things  indiipenfiblj 
required? 

JefuS)  the  equal  and  the  only  begaUen  Son  ef 
God,  ^^  the  brightnefs  of  the  glory  and  the  ex- 
^*  prefs  image  of  the  perfon  of  God,  in  whom 
''  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  all  fulhiefs  (hould 
•*  dwell/'  interpofed,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
grace,  to  make  diat  latis&£tion«     When  God 
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defired  not  hcn&cCf  when  lie  ^^  had  no  pkafure 
^  in  burnt  offerings  or  faerifices  for  fin/'  Jefus 
voluntarily  offered  up  himCblf :  ^  Lo^  I  come, 
««  to  do  tliy  will,  O  God/'  And  both  nature 
and  revelation  having  declared,  that  ^  without 
^^  fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiflSon,  Jefus 
^^  took  part  of  fieih  and  blood;  a  body  waa  pre* 
^*  pared  him ;  and  through  the  offqapg  <rf  that 
<<  body»once  for  all,  he  hath  perfeoolfoT  ever 
^^  them  that  are  SuxQa&td.^ 

Of  tl^  efficacy  of  this  great  facrifice,  fcripture 
fpeaks  in  various  inflances,  and  in  language  the 
mod  exprels.  Chrtft  Jefus  is  dud  to  have  ^'  by 
^^  himfi^  purged  our  fins ;.  to  be  the  propitiaiton 
*^  through  faith  in  his  blood ;  to  have  r^eemed 
^  us  from  the  curie  of  the  law,  being  n^de  a 
*^  curie  for  ua ;  to  have  given  his  ]i£s  a  ranfbm 
<*  for  many ;  to  ha^ve  redeemed  men  to  God  by 
^  his  blood  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
<<  and  people,  aod  natsoa ;  to  have  by  bis  own 
*^  blood  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place,  hav--' 
*^  ing  obtained  eternal  redemption  foor  us.'* 

Let  me  now  alk ;  is  this  difyen&tion  of  divine 
wifdom  in  any  telpefi  inconfiflsnt  with  the  tsa« 
fon  and  feelings  of  man  ?  Rather,  does  it  nor 
cn&dy  accord  with  them,  with  the  coqdgfion&oP 
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yight  reafon  concerning  the  nature  and  govern«> 
meat  of  God  teaching  the  neceflity  of  fuch  ait 
atonement  as  Chrid  hath  interpofed,  and  the 
natural  wiflies,  the  original  expe&ations  of  xhd 
human  hearty  anticipating  the  interpofition  of  it  ? 
So  congenial  is  the  expedation  of  an  atonement 
to  the  native  feelings  of  man,  that  an  eminent 
write%  aa|j|iring  the  principles  of  human  na- 
ture, exprefsly  confiders  this  as  a  moral  fenti* 
ment  of  the  mind.  His  conclufions  on  this  fub-' 
]tSt  are  fo  rational  and  juft,  and  tend  fo  direct- 
ly to  confirm  the  point  which  I  have  been  at- 
tempting  to  edablifh,  that  I  am  induced  to  la/ 
them  before  you  at  full  length  in  his  own  em-* 
phatic  language. 

^^  All  our  natural  fentiments  prompt  us  ta 
*•  believe,  that  as  "perfeft  virtue  is  fuppofed  ne- 
*^  ceilarily  to  appear  to  the  deity,  as  it  d«es  to 
*^  us,  for  its  own  fake,  and  without  any  further 
*•  view,  the  natural  and  proper  ohjtSt  of  lore' 
^  and  reward ;  fo  tnuft  vice,  of  hatred  and  pu- 
^^  ni(hment.  If  we  confiilt  our  natural  fenti* 
**  ments,  we  are  apt  to  fear,  left,  before  the 
^^  holinefs  of  God,  vice  (bould  appear  to  be 
*•  more  worthy  of  puniftmicnt,  than  the  weak- 
^  ncls  and  imperfection  of  human  virtue  *ca» 


(     33     ) 

•*  ciVer  feem  to  be  6f  reward,  ftlan,  when 
**  abouf  to  appear  before  a  Being  of  infinitd 
*'  perfedion,  can  feel  but  little  confidence  in 
*'  his  own  merit,  or  in  the  imperfeO:  propriety 
**  of  his  own  conduti:.  In  the  prefehce  of  his 
^*  fellow  creatures,  he  may  often  juftly  ele-' 
•*  vate  himfelf,  and  may  often  have  rcafon  to 
•^  think  highly  of  his  own  charaftef  and  conduft, 
•*  compared  to  the  dill  greater  imperfeftion  of 
**  theirs.  But  the  crfc  is  quite  different,  when 
•*  abdut  to  appear  before  his  Infinite  Creator- 
**  To  fuch  a  being,  he  can  fcarcc  imagine  that 
^*  his  iittlenef^  and,  weaknefs  fliould  ever  feem 
^  to  be  the  propei*  objcfl  either  of  efteem  or 
**  of  reward.  But  he  can  eafily  conceive,  how 
**  the  numberlefs  violations  of  duty  of  which 
"  he  has  been  guilty,  (hould  render  him  thd 
**  proper  objeft  of  avcrfion  and  punifhment ; 
^  neither  can  he  fee  any  reafdn  why  the  Di- 
•*  vine  jndignation  Ihould  not  be  let  loofe^ 
•*  without  any  reftraint,  upon  fo  vile  an  infe£k 
^  as  be  is  fenfible  that  he  himfelf  mud  appeaf 
"  to  be.  If  he  wouM  ftill  hope  for  happinefs, 
*'  he  is  coiifciotis  that  he  cannot  demand  it 
^  from  the  juftice,  but  that  he  miril  intreat  it 
•*  from  the  mercy  of  God.     Repentance,  for* 
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*'  row,  humiliation,  contrition  at  the  thought 
^^  of  his  pad  conduct,  feem,  upon  this  account^ 
"  the  fentiments  which  become  him,  atid  to  be 
^*  the  gnly  means  which  he  has  left  for  appeal 
**  ing  that  wrath  which  he  knows  he  has  juftly 
•*  provoked.  He  even  diftrufts  the  efficacy  of 
**  all  thefe,  and  naturally  fears,  left  the  wifdom 
^^  of  God  fhould  not,  like  the  weaknefs  of  man^ 
*'  be  prevailed  upon  to  fpare  the  crime,  by  the 
^^  moft  importunate  lamentations  of  the  crimi-* 
^*  naU  Some  other  interceffion,  fome  other 
**  facrifice,  fome  other  atonement,  he  imagines 
*^  muft  be  made  for  him,  beyond  what  he  him- 
**  felf  is  capable  of  making,  before  the  purity 
*^  of  the  Divine  fuftice  can  be  reconciled  to  his 
**  manifold  offences.  The  doftrines  of  Revela- 
^*  tion  coincide  in  every  refpecl  with  thofe  oii- 
^^  ginal  anticipations  of  nature ;  and,  as  they 
^*  teach  us  how  little  we  can  depend  upon  the 
**  imperfcftion  of  our  own  virtue,  fo  they  (hew 
^*  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  moft  powerful 
**  interceffion  has  been  made,  and  that  the 
**  moft  dreadful  atonement  has  been  paid,  for 
"  our  manifold  tranfgreffions  and  iniquities  •/* 

*  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments,  firft  edition,  part  II. 
Sedu  2.  page  203—206. 
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It  appears  then,  that  while«  Scripture  uni- 
formly reprefents  the  death  of  Chrift  as  an  ex- 
piatory facrifice  for  (in,  enlightened  reafon  ap^ 
proves  it,  not  merely  as  the  fitted  and  the  bed, 
but  as  the  only  method  by  which  the  ends 
of  expiation  could  have  been  effectually  ob* 
tained. 

I  have  now  only  to  fhew,  that  'the  method  of 
atonement  by  fubftitution  is  nowife  incompa- 
tible with  juftice ;  and  that,  confequently,  no 
obje^on  can  He  on  that  ground  to  the  death  of 
Chrift. 

This  point  the  preceding  argument  in  part 
involves.  For,  can  that  be^  inconfiftcnt  with 
juftice,  which  the  order  of  the  Divine  govern- 
ment required,  which  human  nature  defired  and 
expected,  and  which  right  reafon  vindicates 
and  approves  i  Can  the  native  principles  of  the 
mind,  concurring  with  the  whole  tenor  of 
Scripture,  point  to  an  expedient  as  neceflary, 
which  juftice  prohibits  and  condemns  ?  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  fuppofe  it.  That  which  God  and 
nature  reprefent  as  neceffary,  cannot  but  be 
juft  and  right :  and  whatever  difficulty  we  may 
find  in  reconciling  it  with  our  notions  of  juf- 
tice, muj[l  be  attributed,  not  to  any  inconfift? 

Eij 
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enc0  ia  the  things  themfelves,  h\M  to  the  im"> 
perfedioa  of  our  conceptions  of  them. 

In  the  prefent  mftai^ce^  indeed,  no  difficulty 
of  this  kind  exifts  :  the  do^rine  of  vicarious  ia«T 
tisfa£tion  according  both  with  the  ftrii^ft  ideas 
of  the  nature  of  juftice^  t^nd  with  the  eftabUflied 
methods  of  its  adminiftration* 

Juftice,  confidered  in  its  nature,  does  not  ori* 
ginate  in  any  n>alevoIenc  or  felfi(h  affection :  it 
does  not  confid  in  any  Inordins^te  defire  of  re- 
venge, that  with  blind  and  undiftinguifhing  fu-^ 
Ty  hurries  on  to  punifh  the  offender,  and  that 
nothing  but  his  blood  will  fatisfy.  Founded 
in  the  love  of  right,  and  aiming  merely  at  the 
fupport  of  right,  juftice  may  confiil  with  a 
pure  and  affecxionate  regard  for  tbofe  on  whom 
it  is  exercifed.  And  if  its  end  is  accompUihed  ; 
if  right  is  fully  vindicated,  and  the  commiffioii 
of  wrong  confiftently  repaired,  the  demands  of 
juftice  are  fetisfied,  by  whomfoever  the  repanu 
tion  is  made. 

This  principle  b  recognifed  in  the  judicial 
conftitutions  and  ufages  that  have  generally  ob- 
tained aniong  all  nations.  How  often  has  the 
jdebt  of  one  been  paid  by  another,  and  the 
infolvent  debtor   releafed   at  the    expeoce  of 


(    37    ) 

m  refponfible  furety :  and  xeleafed,  not  merely 
from  the  debt,  but  from  the  penalty  incurred 
by  the  non-paymeat  of  it,  i^ben,  by  the  tenor 
of  the  obligation,  a  penalty  was  provided  ? 

In  criminal  cafes,  it  is  true,  this  method  is. 
not  admitted  ;  for  ^ere  the  laws  of  human  pd« 
lity  require  that  the  offender  fuffer  in  his  owt^ 
perfon.  But  it  does  not  thence  follow,  that 
the  transference  of  penalty  from  one  to  another 
is  radically  unjuft.  If  it  were,  compeniation  by 
^  furety  cpuld  no  more  obtain  in  civil  than  it 
does  in  criminal  cafes.  There  are  other  fuffi-^ 
icient  rfilbns,  that»  without  the  fuppofition  of 
injuftice,  operate  in  the  caf^  of  crimes,  to  ren* 
^  fuch  a  compenfation  inadmiifible.  In  the 
^rfi  place,  no  man  h^s  a  right  to  difpofe  of  his 
own  life ;  confequently  no  man  can  be  permit- 
ted to  giye  himfelf  as  ^  ranfom  for  another. 
And,  though  a  man  were  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
bis  life,  and  willing  to  devote  it  for  the  re- 
demption of  another ;  yet  the  public  good,  the 
ends  of  general  utility,  would  forbid  an  ex* 
change,  by  which  fociety  would  be  deprived  of 
^  ufeful  member,  and  left  expofed  to  danger 
from  one  worthlefs  and  corrupt ;— who,  em- 
})plden€d  by  impunity,  might  run  into  all  the 
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the  esce(!es  of~  enormous  wickednefs;  aiid  by 
his  mifchievous  aOiions,  and  the  contagion  oi 
his  example,  introduce  the  titmoft  diforder  a- 
mong  mankind. 

But  could  all  tbefe  confequences  be  averted  ; 
could  there  one  be  found  having  the  abfolutc 
difpofal  of  his  own  life,  willing  to  lay  it  down 
for  the  forfeited  life  of  another,  and  able,  by 
that  facrifkre,  to  fulfil  the  ends  of  juftice  and 
procure  the  other^s  refcue,  without  any  preju- 
dice to  fociety; — could  there  a  fubftitute  fo 
qualified  be  found,  there  can  be  no  room  to 
doubt  that  juftice  would  permit  the  fubflitution, 
becaufe  every  good  purpofe  would  in  this  way 
be  attained,  which  the  death  of  the  oflFender 
could  anfwer.  The  demands  of  the  law  would 
be  fatisfied ;  the  violati(Hi  of  right  redrefled ;  an 
example  of  juftice  held  up  for  the  admonition 
of  others ;  and  the  interefts  of  fociety  in  gene^ 
ral  maintained  and  advanced. 

The  flightcft  attention  will  convince  us,  that 
all  thefe  circumftances  concurred  in  the  cafe 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  render  him  a  proper  fubfti- 
tute to  divine  juftice  for  a  guilty  world.  As 
^  God  over  all,  and  having  life  in  himfelf,'* 
he  poffefled  the  mo(t  abfolute  right  to  difpofe 
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of  his  life— ^*  to  lay  it  down,'*  or  "  to  take  it 
**  again" — at  his  own  pleafure.  And,  this  right 
he  freely  cxercifed  on  our  account.  Moved 
by  his  own  elTential  goodnefs,  he  ^^  gave  him- 
**  felf  for  our  fins.'*  Having  become  our  furcty, 
to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  covenant  of  in« 
tiocence,  he  fubmitted  to  all  the  confequences 
which  the  violation  of  them  involved  ;  even 
to  the  penalty  of  death,  that  awful  iandion  with 
ivhich  the  covenant  was  guarranteed.  And  on 
the  merit  of  this  obedience  he  hath  eftabiiflied 
*«  a  new  and  better  covenant,"  in  which  our 
obligation  to  punifliment  i^  cancelled,  ^  peace 
**  and  good  will  proclaimed,"  indemnity  ftipu- 
lated  and  fecured,  and  the  prifoners  of  juftice 
"  delivered  into  the  glorious  liberty  of Hhe  cKil- 
«  dren  of  God." 

And  all  this  Jefus  hath  accompliihed  in  full 
confidence  with  the  public  good ;  fociety  hav«< 
ing  fuftained  no  injury,  either  by  his  death,  or 
by  our  impunity.  On  the  one  hand,  the  inte- 
refts  of  fociety  fuflfercd  nothing  by  his  death* 
Jefus,  by  dying,  was  not  loft  to  the  moral 
world.  His  death  was  but  temporary.  The 
life  which  he  *^  had  in  himfelf,"  and  which  he 
condefcended  to  "  live  for  the  life  of  ibe  vjorld^ 
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he  did  not  refign  for  ever.  Had  that  been  h** 
ceflary  ;  had  our  redemption  required  his  fub- 
milting  to  the  irrecoverable  lofs  of  life,  better 
our  redemption  unobtained,  than  purchafed  at 
fuch  a  price  :  Better  that  the  ^hole  race  of 
man  had  periflied,  than  that  God  (hould  "  leave 
•*  the  foul  of  his  beloved  in  hell,  or  fuffer  his 
"  holy  one  to  fee  corruption.**  An  affec- 
tionate Father  required  not  fuch  a  lacrifice  from 
his  "  only  begotten  Son.**  Jefus,  therefore, 
after  he  had  patiently  endured  the  utmoft  in-- 
dignity ;  after  he  had  been  defpifed,  and  revil- 
cd,  and  rejeded ;  *'  bruifed,  and  fmitten,  and 
*'  wounded,  and  brought  low  into  the  duft  of* 

**  death,'*  in  due  time  refumed  his  native  dig- 
nity, overcame  the  horrors  of  his  humiliation, 

and  rofe  triumphant  from  the  dead.     And  noW 

he  liveth  j  **  behold  he  is  alive  for  evetmorc  !'* 

For   the  temporary   fuffering  of  death,  he  is 

crowned  with  endlefs  life  and  glory. 

Nor,  on  the  other  hand,   are  the  interefts  of 

fociety  injured   by  the  efcape  of  thofe  whom 

juftice  had  condemned.     By  the  conftitution  erf 

grace,  and  the  unalterable  methods  of  its  dif- 

penfation,  God  hath  effectually  provided  againd 

every  danger  that  could  arifc  to  the  puWic  good 
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ftonk  their  impunity.  Thofe  who  are  redeem-- 
ed  from  the  pumihrnent  of  fin,  are  infallibly 
delivered  from  its  power.  Where  Jefus  confers 
pardon,  he  alfo  imparts  his  fpirit ;  by  whofis 
iandifying  operation,  the  temper  and  charader 
are  fo  reformed,  that  they  who  were  fome  time 
a  reproach  to  human  nature*  and  ^'  ftains^'  in 
the  creation  of  God,  are  rendered  both  honour- 
able and  uFeful  to  the  world  ;  their  pure  and 
exemplary  lives  **  adorning  the  doftrine  of  their 
**  Saviour,**  and  exciting  others  to  "  glorify 
**  their  Father  which  is  in  heaven.*^ 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  illullrate  the  doc*' 
trine  of  the  death  of  Chrift.  And  now  the  ot^ 
der  of  difcourfe  might  perhaps  require  that  I 
ihould  ai^y  that  do£lrine  to  praClice,  and  &ew 
iti  reafonable  influence  oh  the  conduct  of  life. 
But  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  were  I  td  do  it  juf- 
tice,  would  lead  me  into  a  field,  over  which  I 
fliould  at  preTent  be  unable  to  traveL  There  is^ 
perha^,  no  doAi^e  of  religion,  whofe  pradi- 
cal  influence  is  more  extenfive  than  the  death 
of  Chrift,  Who  that  eontemplates  the  Son  o£ 
God,  ^^  giving  himfelf,  according  to  the^  will 
*'  of  the  Father,  for  out  fins  j"  the  Prince  of 
^  dying  to   expiate  the  guilt,:9ii^to  atert  the 
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mlfery, ^to  procure  the  happinefs  of  the  chlld^ 

ten  of  men ; — who  that  devoutly  confiders  this 
fubjed,  does'  not  feel  its  immediate  tendency  to 
excite  and  cherifh  the  beft  affedions  of  the  foul  ? 
i— to  roufe  into  aftonifhment,— to  melt   into 

tendernefs, ^to  rend  with  godly  forrow, — to 

revive  with  hope, ^to  elevate  with  joy?   And 

while  it  hath  this  diflfufive  influence  on  the  heart 
and  afleaions,  it  afcertains  to  the  underfland- 
ing  the  juft  title  of  Jelus  Chrift  to  univerfid 
obedience.  "He  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
**  live  fliould  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
"  felves,  but  unto  him  that  died  for  them  and 
*'  rofe  again."  Jefus  hath  by  his  crofs  ac- 
quired, on  the  foot  of  purchafe,  a  right  to 
our  fervice.  '*  We  are  not  our  own  :  we  are 
*'  bought  with  a  price."  Therefore  we  are  in- 
dipenfably  bound  to  "  glorify  God  in  our  body 
*'  and  in  our  fpirit,  which  are  God's." 

To  glorify  God,  we  muft  not  only  fubmit 
ourfelves  to  his  yoke,  and  yield  him  a  willing, 
an  aflfedionate,  an  entire  obedience :  but  we 
muft  alfo  contribute,  what  in  us  lies,  to  impart 
the  knowledge  of  him  to  others  j — to  excite  a 
fcnfe  of  obligation  to  him  ; — to  perfuade  men 
to  honour  him, — to  fubjed  thcmfelves  to  hi& 
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government, — ^to  cnlift  themfelves  in  his  fer- 
vice.  Need  I  fay,  that  this  is  the  great  objeft 
at  tirhich  the  Society  aims,  bt^forc  whom  I  now 
fpeak.  Incorporated,  as  their  name  imports,  to 
propagate  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  this  Society 
is  engaged  in  a  work  the  mod  Important,  and 
•the  jnoft  honourable  that  can  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  men  j  in  diffufmg  the  bleffings  of  true 

religion, ^in  extending  the  reign  of  virtue,—. 

in  promoting  the  real  happinefs  of  mankind : 
objefts,  in  the  profecution'of  which,  men  arc 
exalted  to  the  dignity  of  "  workers  together 
**  with  God,'*  and,  in  fome  degree^  ,?iffimilate4 
to  the  nature  and  charafter  of  Go4« 

I  fay  nothing  of  the  attention  and  fidelity 
with  which  the  ends  of  this  inftitution  have 
been  invariably  purfued.  My  feeble  teftimony 
can  bring  no  acceflion  of  credit  to  thofe  who 
have  had  that /talk  committed  to  them  ;  to  a 
body  of  men  who  Hand  already  fo  high  in  the 
public  eftimation,  and  who  receive,  year  after 
year,  in  liberal  additions  to  the  fujids  under 
their  care,  the  moft  decided  proofs  of  approba- 
tion and  confidence. 

But  while  I  decline  to  fpeak  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  inftitution,  I  cannot  be  filent  witl) 

Fij 
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xtfpcA  to  its  fuccef6%  On  this  point,  I  truft  thai 
I  am  not  altogether  unqualified  to  (jpeak.  Hky^ 
ing,  for  fevcral  years,  refidcd  in  that  diftriS;  to 
which  the  Society's  charters  direft  their  chief 
attention,  and  having  bom  a  part  in  fup^io- 
tending  the  condud  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
^he  Society's  fervants  *,  my  own  experience  and 
obfervation  enable  nie  to  bear  teftimony  to  the 
jBxtenfive  ufefulnefs  of  this  inftitution.  "  In  at 
fequeftered  country,  where  local  prejudices  long 
fconfpired  with  local  difadvantages  to  exclude 
the  habits  and  ufages  of  civil  life ;  where  reli* 
gion  was,  for  a  long  time,  but  litde  known,  and 
the  obligations  of  morality  but  little  felt ;  where 
power  was  the  law,  and  oppreffion  and  flavilh 

*  The  fchools  on  the  eftablilhment  of  Ae  Society 
for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  are  under  the 
mfpedion  of  the  prtfbyteries  in  whofe  boun^  thej  arc 
planted.  Committees  pf  the  diffenent  preftyteries  are 
annually  appointed  to  viiit  them ;  and  a  report  of  the 
annual  vifitation  of  each  fchool,  with  a  prefbjrterial 
certificate  of  the  mailer's  faithfulnefs  and  diligence, 
mull  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Society,  before  he  is  en- 
titled to  receive  his  falary.  The  prelbytery  of  Dun- 
jccld,  of  which  the  author  was  a  member,  have  no 
fewer  than  217  of  the  Society's  fchools  under  their  in* 
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dependence  checked  the  growth  of  honefl:  e» 
crtion ;  where  rapine  was  the  only  trade,  and 
bloodihed  often  led  the  way  to  the  fucce&ful 
profecuiion  of  it :  there  the  knowledge  of  the 
gofpel  is  introduced, — attachment  to  the  truth  is 
difcovered,— the  influence  of  religion  is  felt,— 
the  reign  of  laws  is  acknowledged,*— habits  of 
crder,andinduftry,and  virtue,  are  formed, — the  . 
happinefs  of  individuals  is  incr^fed,^— the  na# 
tional  profperity  is  promoted,*— *and  numerous 
acceflions,  I  truft,  are  made  (o  (he  kip^om  of 
Chrifh 

To  this  change,  the  influence  of  mild  an4 
equitable  laws,  concurring  with  the  exertions  of 
a  ftanding  minifby,  has  in  part  conduced*  But 
in  a  remote  country,  whofe  inhabitants,  though 
numerous,  are  widely  fcattered,  either  among 
adjacent  mountains,  or  over  iflands  feparated  by 
tempeftuous  feas,  the  operation  of  laws  muft  be 
(low  and  precarious,  and  the  effeft  of  the  ableft 
fniniilry  limited  and  partial.  In  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  to  give  laws  and  religion  their  due  effica- 
cy, fomething  muft  be  done  to  prepare  for  their 
reception.  This  the  Society  for  propagating 
Chrijiian  Knowledge  have  endeavoured  to  do  ; 
^)d  their  endeavours  have  been  blefled  Ayith  the 
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feappieft  fuccefs.  By  the  munificence  of  pious 
individuals,  and  by  occafional  contributions 
from  a  generous  Public,  they  have  been  enabled 
to  ereft  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the  High- 
lands and  Iflands  ofsNorth  Britain;  at  which  the 
youth  of  both  fexes  are  taught  to  read,  trained 
to  habits  of  Subordination,  inftruded  in  the 
knowledge  of  religion  and  duty,  and  thus  pre- 
pared to  aft  with  propriety  and  with  credit,  in 
the  different  fituations  of  common  life.  Nor 
have  the  endeavours  of  the  Society  ftopt 
here  ;  but,  to  crown  their  plan  of  ufefulnefs, 
and  to  give  it  extent  and  perpetuity,  they  have 
procured  the  Scriptures,  to  betranflated  into  the 
language  of  the  Highlands,  and  thus  opened  a 
door  of  improvement  to  thirty  thoufand  of  their 
fellow  fubjeds,  who  were,  in  a  great  meafure, 
incapable  of  receiving  religious  inftruftiou 
through  the  medium  of  any  other  language. 

This  great  work,  while  it  muft  endear  the 
Society  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  fo 
long  as  their  language  contij^ues  to  exift,  pro* 
mifes  to  be  diffufivcly  produflive  of  the  befl  ef- 
fects. Already,  indeed,  its  good  effefts  are 
^onfpicuous.       The    new    tranflation    is   read 
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•with  eagernefs :  the  defire  of  knowledge  begins 
to  increafe  ; — the  minds  of  men  begin  to  been- 
lighiened, — the  rights  of  men  to  be  known,— 
the  love  of  liberty  to  be  felt,— the  arts  of  life  to 
be  cultivated, — a  tafte  for  general  improvement 
to  be  introduced  :  And  in  this  favourable  difpofi- 
tion  of  things,  a  foundation  is  laid  on  which 
the  ftatfeman  and  the-  divine  may  exert  their 
labours,  and,  in  due  time,  bring  the  Highlands 
and  iflands  of  North  Britain  nekrer  to  the  level 
of  more  fortunate  climes. 

While  we  admire  the  benevolence,  the  public 
fpirlt,  the  piety,  that  have  a£luated  the  friends 
and  guardians  of  this  Society ;  and  while  we 
blefs  their  laudable  and  falutary  travel,  let  us, 
each  in  his  fphere,  contribute  what  in  us  lies  to 
flrengthen  their  hands  and  forward  their  work. 
Let  the  rich  aid  them  with  their  wealth,  the 
great  with  their  influence,  the  poor  with  their 
prayers  :  animated  by  the  refledion,  that  while 
they  co-operate  to  promote  the  ends  of  this  in- 
(litution,  they  contribute  to  enlarge  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift)  and  haften  the  happy  period, 
when  "  men  (hall  every  where  call  him  blefled, 
**  and  when  all  nations  ihall  be  blefled  in  him.*' 
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And  now,  brethren,  "  Grace  be  to  you  all^ 
^'  and  peace  from  Ood  the  Father,  and  from 
**  our  Lord  Jefas  Ch^rift,  who  gave  himfelf  for 
^^  our  fins,  according  to  the  will  of  God  and 
^^  our  Father :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and 
••  ever.     Amen^* 
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Edinburgh,  Jvsz  2.  1791. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  Jn  Scotland  for 

Propagating  Chriftian  Kno-wledge, 

The  Earl  of  Lcren,  Prcfident,  in  the  Chair» 

jC /?£  thanks  of  the  Society  were  given  from  the  Chair  to 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Gerard^  for  his  excellent  Sermon  this 
day  preached  before  them  ;  and  he  zuas  requeued  to  give 
his  manvfcript  of  the  fame  ^  to  be  printed  for  the  bemft  ^f 
the  Society^ 

Jo.  Kemf,  Sec. 


CORRUPTIONS  OF  CHRISTIANITY,  &c. 

A 

SERMON. 


I  Tim.  IV.  I. 

NOW  THE  SPIRIT  SPEAKETH  EXPRESSLT,  THAT  IK 
XH£  LATTER  TIMES  SOME  SHALL  DEPART  FROM 
THE  FAITH. 

Of  the  many  artifices  which  infidels  have  em- 
ployed in  their  attacks  on  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, neither  the  leaft  common  nor  the  lead  dif- 
honeft  is  their  availing  themfelves,  for  disfigur- 
iag  its  beauty  and  undermining  its  truth,  of  all 
the  corruptions  which  the  weaknefs  or  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  men  have  aukwardly  intermixed  with 
it  or  fuperadded  to  it.  Againft  the  religion 
of  the  New  Teftament,  they  have  repeatedly 
urged  objeftions  for  which  it  gives  not  even  a 
pretence,  and  which  can  affefl:  only  human  fy- 
A 
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ftems,  totally  abhorrent  from  its  real  nature  and 
prevailing  genius. 

It  is  with  a  more  fpecious  appearance-  both 
of  fairnefs  and  of  penetration,  that  they  have 
attempted  to  infer  its  falfehood  from  the 
very  exiftence  of  thcfc  corruptions ;  arguing, 
that,  if  God  really  gave  the  gofpel  as  his  beft 
gift  to  mankind,  his  providence  would  have 
certainly  preferved  its  purity,  and  prevented  its 
being  vitiated,  fo  as  to  become  unfit  for  anfwer- 
ing  its  important  end,  or  even  in  fome  refpe£ts 
fubverfivc  of  it. 

Instead  of  enlarging  on  the  fevcral  topics 
from  which  it  might  be  evinced  that  this  argu- 
ment is  wholly  inconclufive,  let  us  remark, 
what  is  more  extraordinary,  That  the  very  cor- 
ruptions from  which  it  is  deduced,  aflford  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity.  Unfavour- 
able to  the  defence  of  this  religion  as,  in  one 
light,  they  feem  to  be,  yet,  viewed  in  other 
lights,  ihey  are  a  real  proof  of  its  divinity. 

That  corruption  which  has  taken  place,  was 
forcfeen  and  foretold  by  the  firft  publifliers  of 
the  Gofpel ;  and  is  therefore  an  irrefragable  de- 
mondration  of  their  divine  infpiration.    It  was 
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in  the  very  beginning  of  Chriftianity,  while^  as 
as  far  as  human  eye  could  fee,  it  yet  remained 
untainted,  that  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  faid, 
in  my  text,  "  Now  the  Spirit  fpeaketh  exprefs- 
^^  ly,  that  in  the  latter  times  fome  Ihali  depart 
**  from  the  faith/^'  In  the  context,  and  the 
other  paflages  which  relate  to  this  fubjeft  *,  he 
defcribes,  as  has  been  often  incont^dibly  prov- 
ed, even  in  its  mod  fingular,  unprecedented, 
and  chara£):eri(lical  features,  that  grand  apoflafy 
in  the  church,  which  did  already  work^  though 
fo  covertly  as  to  be  decernible  only  by  a  divine- 
ly illuminated  eye ;  but  which  early  difplayed 
itfelf  in  the  fubtilizing  and  impofmg  fpirit  of 
Chriftians,  and  was  completed  in  the  abfurd 
theology,  the  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous  wor- 
fliip,  tjie  impure  morality,  the  domination,  the 
infolence,  and  the  cruelty  of  the  papal  church. 
He  defcribes  it  with  fuch  accuracy  and  preci- 
fion,  as  could  proceed  only  from  the  infpira- 
tion  of  the  Omnifcient,  and  therefore  demon- 
ilrates,  that  HE  is  the  Author  of  that  religion 
Tvhich  the  Apoftles  taught,  as  revealed  by 
him. 

♦  2  Tim.  iii.  i,  &c.     a  Thcff.  ii.  3,— la* 

Bij 
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It  is,  I  think,  equally  true,  though  not  fo 
obvious,  that  the  "  departure  of  fome  from 
"  the  faith/*  the  corruption  of  Chriftianiry 
which  has  prevailed,  confidered  in  itfelf,  with- 
out regard  to  its  having  been  predifted,  far  from 
indicating  the  hKity  of  this  religion,  is  a  ftrong 
prefumption  of  its  being  a  true  religion.  For 
it  will  appear,  on  examination,  to  be  one  mark 
of  diftinftion  between  true  and  falfe  religions. 
That  always  the  former  are  corrupted^  and  the 
latter  improved,  by  length  of  time.  Both  the 
parts  of  this  propofition  are  /fufcepiible  of  tbe 
fulled  evidence :  And,  in  purfuing  the  argu- 
ment, 1  (hall  ftate  the  evidence  of  both,  and 
then  deduce  the  conclufions  which  they  war- 
rantt 

*  L  First,  I  ftall  fhew,  that  univerfally  and 
'invaria1>]y  true  religions  have,  in  courfe  of 
time,  dcgenetated  and  been  corrupted.  They 
are  only  three,  the  primeval  religion  of  maa- 
kind,  the  Jewifli,  and  the  Chriftian. 

I.  I  BE6IN  with  the  primeval  religion  of 
mankind.  But  what  was  this  ?  The  generali- 
ty of  infidels  will  eagerly  anfwer,  Pure  natural 
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religion.  If  it  was,  they  will  certainly  f^o 
knowledge  that  this  was  a  true  religion  ;  and 
that  It  was  fearly  and  univerfally  corrupted  in  a 
xniferable  manner,  they  cannot  deny. 

One  of  them,  however,  far  fuperior  in  peiie- 
tr^tidn  to  the  reft,  is  fingular  in  afferting,  that 
**  polytheifm   or   idolatry  was,  and  neceffarily 
**  mud  have  been,  the  firft  and  moft  ancient 
*^  religion  of  mankind  *  •,"   and  he  endeavours 
•to  fapport  the  affcrtion  both  by  reafonings,  and 
"from  hiftory.— -On  fappofitioH,    that  the  firft 
men  were  left  to  fearch  out  their  religion  by  thfe 
powers   of    imaffifted    Nature,    his    redfonings 
would  perhaps  be  folid:   and,  by  producing 
them,  he  has  exploded  the  favoaritepofitionsbf 
his  more  referved  brethren,  concerning  the  fuf- 
ficiency  of  reafon,  the  plainnefs  and  perfefUan  of 
the  law  of  Nature,  andthe  inutility  of  revelation. 
Indeed,  conclufively  as  the  whole  of  natural  rdK- 
gion  tnay  be  proved  by  reafon,  yet  natural  reli- 
gion, difcovered  by  reafon,  was  never  in  fad  the 
religion  of  any  age  or  nation, — ^In  proving  his  af- 
fertion  from   ht/iory^  he  has  carefully  omitted 
the  exprefs   teftimony  of   the  hiftory  imquef* 
titmably  the  moft  ancient  in  the  woiid.    How^ 

•  Huxn^,  Diffcrt.  i.  §  i. 


(  6  ) 

ever  £siir,  it  was  doubtlefs  prudent.     For,    is 
contradidion  to  the  far  later    hiftories  vrhich 
alone  he  choofes  to  quote,  the  Bible  clearly  tef- 
tifies,  that  the  firft  and  moft  ancient  religion 
of  mankind  was,  not  polytheifm    or  idolatry^ 
but  the  worfliip  of  the  one  true  God.— At    the 
fame  time,  it  invalidates  all  the  reaf$nings  by 
which  he  would  prove  that  it  muft  have  been 
otherwife :  for  it  fuppofes  not  that  circumflance^ 
on  the  reality  of  which  their  whole  force  de* 
pends)  but  eftablifhes  quite  the  reverie.      It 
fuppofes  not,  that  the  firft  rude  and  ignorant  ge- 
neration of  men  difcovered  this  pure  religion 
by  the  force  of  reafon ;  and  therefore  is  not  af- 
fected by  any  of  the  improbabilities  of  this  hav- 
ing happened,  which  he  fo  anxioufly  enume- 
rates.    On  the  contrary,  it  accounts  for  this : 
It  affirms  that  they  were  not  left  to  themfelves  j 
that  they  were  taught  by  God ;   that,  from  the 
very  beginning,  he  inftrudted   them  by  revela- 
tion;  and   that  revelation  was   not  only  the 
mode  of  conveying  to  them  all  their  religious 
principles,  but  the  fole  foundation  of  fome  of 
them. 

It  is  not  neceffary  for  our  prefent  purpofe, 
to  defcribe  the  religion  of  the  ftate  of  inno- 
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cence.  From  the  lights  held  out  by  Mofes^  vre 
may,  I  think,  colled,  that  the  primeval  religion 
of  the  lapfed  world  included  the  great  princi- 
ples of  natural  religion,  as  far  as  the  rudenefs 
of  the  earlieft  men  qualified  them  for  appre- 
hending them,  One  perfe£k  God,  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  the  world,  the  objeft  of  their 
worfliip  and  obedience ;  together  with  the  in- 
(litution  of  the  Sabbath,  in  memory  of  the 
creation  ^ ;  an  intimation  of  the  redemption  of 
the  world  -)•  j  and  the  rite  of  facrifice  |,  both  as 
a  mode  of  worfhip,  and  as  typical  of  the  ap« 
pointed  method  of  redemption.  And,  fo  far 
as  we  know,  this  continued  to  be  the  form  of 
the  true  religion,  throughout  the  patriarchal 
age, 'with  the  ^addition  only  of  informations 
concerning  the  line  from  which  the  Redeemer 
was  to  fpring,  the  new  ptomife  of  the  land  of 
Canaan  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  and  the  rite 
of  circumcifion  as  the  fign  of  God's  covenant 
with  thenu  But  it  is  not  neceflary,  on  account 
of  thefe  few  accef&ons,  to  confidcr  the  Abra- 
hamic  as  a  new  religion. 

•  Gen.  ii.  2,  3,  f  Chap.  lii.  ijf. 

t  Chap.  iv.  3,  4.     . 
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Tms  religion.,  of  divine  original,  was  m  all 
its  parts  very  early  corrupted.  Not  to  inquire 
into  the  antediluvian  defe£lioas  from  it,  w^  are 
certain,  that  before  the  calling  of  Abraham  it 
had  been  very  generally  relinquiihed  ;  the  oqq 
true  God  fbriaken  ;  falfe  gods  introduced  ;  the 
memory  of  the  creation  loft  ;  the  memorial  of 
it,  the  Sabbath,  neglefted;  the  proraifes  of 
ledemptiott  forgotten  ;  and  facriBce,  the  type 
of  it,-  abufed.  This  corruption  formed  pa-) 
ganifm,  of  vrhich  every  fuccecding  fpecies  was 
worfe  than  the  preceding,  and  every  fpecies  be- 
came worfe  in  time  than  it  had  been  at  firft. 

From  all  the  accounts  which  we  have  eitbei 
of  ancient  nations  or  of  rude  nations  latterly 
difcovered,  it  feems  evident,  that  the  worfliip 
of  the  heavenly  bodie$  is  the  fpecies  of  idolatry 
into  which  mankind  every  where  firfl  declined. 
The  fun  is.  the  moft  glorious  of  all  fenfible  ob- 
je£ts,  the  fountain  of  light  and  heat,  the  fburce 
of  fertility,  the  caufe  of  the  revolutions  of  the 
feafons.  His  fplcndour  and  his  ufefulnefs  natu- 
rally attraded  the  attention  of  men.  While  they 
kept  in  mind  the  principles  of  true  religion, 
they  regarded  him  only  as  the  fenfible  rcprefen- 
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tative  of  the  one  God.     But,  forgetiing  them 
by  degrees,  lofmg  all  memory  of  the  creation, 
and  finking  deeper  into  fenfe,  they  began  to  a- 
dore  him  for  his  own  fake,  and  refted  in  *'  the 
**  work,"  without  **  acknowledging  the  work- 
^*  matter  *."       We  know    from   hiftory,   that  ^ 
fome  nations  held  the  fun  to  be  the  only  lord 
of  heaven  ;  and   it   is  probable  that  he  was  the 
firft  objcft  of  idolatry  in  eyery, nation.     But  he 
continued  not  long  to  be  the  only  objeft  of  it. 
Other  parts  of  Nature  came   to  be  **  deemed" 
likewife  "  gods  which   govern  the  world  -j^  :*' 
the  lefs  fplendid  luminaries,   the  moon  and  the 
flars ;  the  earth  ;  the  elements,  fire,  wind,  and 
thunder ;    whatever    either    promoted   or   ob- 
ftrufted  men's  enjoyment  of  the  produftions  of 
*  Nature  ;   becanae  gradually  the  objects  of  their 
adoration.       Thus,   degenerating     continually, 
they  multiplied  their  gods,  till  at  length  they 
numbered  among  them  almofl:  every  thing  ufe- 
ful  .and  every  thing  hurtfuL-^Tn  the  beginning 
of  this  idolatry,  their  ritual  was  fimple,  expref- 
five  only  of  their  reverence  J.     It   was  necef- 
farily  incxeafed  with  the  nuir^bcr  of  their  gods  j 

♦  WifJ.  xiii.  I.  f  Ver.  2.         t  Job,  xxxi.  27. 
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they  came  to  be  worfhiped  by  artificial  fymboby 
or  by  fire  ;  and  into  the  ritual  of  every  god, 
many  filly  ceremonies  were  introduced :  from 
trivial  they  grew  abford  ;  they  degenerated  ii^ 
to  cruelty;  they  terminated  in  human  &cri- 
fices* 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  idolatry,  the  worfhip 
^f  dead  men  deified,  wa$  early  introduced  by 
the  paflions  of  men.  Efteem  of  a  revered  jpa^ 
rent  fwelied  into  adoration :  affe^ion  led  to 
^^  honour  as  a  god  the  child  foon  taken  a- 
<<  way  ♦.*'  The  eftablifliment  of  civil  fociety  and 
the  fucccfllve  inventions  of  arts  gave  it  a  rapid 
progrefs :  veneration,  gratitude,  admiration, 
raifed  the  founders  of  dates,  the  authors  of 
ufeful  difcoveries,  public  benefa£lors,  iUuftrious 
kings,  rulers,  and  warriors,  after  their  deaths 
into  divinities. — This  fpecies  of  idolatry  was  in 
every  refpedk  worfe  than  the  former.  It  did 
not  all  at  once  banifh  that,  but  was  fuperadded 
to,  or  incorporated  with  it :  to  beftow  plau- 
fibility  on  the  worfliip  of  their  confccrated  hero, 
fhey  gave  him  the  name,  and  inverted  him  with 

*  WiM.  xiv.  i^ 
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the  goTernment,  of  fome  of  the  celeftial  bodies ; 
Ofiris  by  the  Egyptians,  and  Belus  by  the  Af- 
iyrians,  was  caUed  the  fun ;  by  degrees,  the 
planets,  the  earth,  the  fea,  the  air,  moun- 
tain$,  rivers,  almoft  every  part  of  Nature,  had 
fomt  deity  attached  to  it.  Their  falfe  gods 
were  therefore  multiplied  :  and,  by  being  con* 
ceived,  fometimes  as  a  part  of  Nature,  and  fome- 
times  as  its  prefiding  god,  confufion  and  in« 
ccmfiftence  were  introduced  into  the  charader 
and  attributes  of  each*— -The  moft  flupenduous 
parts  of  Nature,  though  unworthy  of  our  wor- 
ship, are  deferving  of  our  higheft  admiration ; 
were  they  .animated,  they  muft  be  deemed  far  ^ 
inore  glorious  than  human  creatures  :  but,  mi* 
ieraUe  is  the  abfurdity  of  fuppofing  dead  men 
to  be  immortal  gods. — ^The  former  were  uni- 
verfal  deities :  the  latter  only  local,  contrafted- 
ly  limited  in  their  attachments  and  their  opera- 
tion.—The  introduftipn  of  them  •  accumulated 
fuperftitious  rites  of  worflsip  :  it  required  nu- 
merous and  complex  ceremonies,  expreffive  of 
the  charafter,  the  exploits,  or  the  benefits  of 
each  hero  god. 

This  form  of  polytheifm,    bad  at  firft,  ftil! 
grew  worfe— -The  number  of  their  gods  was 

B'.j 
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continually  increafed,  iIU,  in  every  nation,  it 
became  enormous.     The  firft   gods  had  pro-f 
bably  poffefled  confiderable  merit  in  their  mor- 
tal ftate  ;  and,  in  their  immortal,  were  conceiv- 
ed watchful,  for  promoting  virtue,  in  their  feve- 
ral  provinces  :  but  afterwards,  multitudes  were 
deified  without  a  pretence  to  any  merit ;  and 
many  whofe  vices  rendered  them  infamous  an4 
execrable.     Heaven  was  crowded  with  aban- 
doned wretches  unfit  to  be  tolerated   on  earth* 
Additions  were  made  to  the  hiftory  of  each  god, 
till  their  mythology  became  a  huge  mafs  of  in- 
confiftencies  and    indecencies.     The  charafters 
and  deeds  of  their  divinities  would  have  dii^ 
graced  humanity,  and  held  forth  examples  and 
patrons  for  every  crime.      With  thofe  whom 
they  fuppofed  removed  into  the  heavens,  they 
at  length  proceeded   to  affociate  fome  of  the 
moft  worthlefs  of  the  living ;  raifing  altars  and 
paying  divine  honours,  with  the  moft  abjed  a- 
,  dulati©n,  to  thofe  at  whofe  cruelty  they  trem- 
bled," and  whofe  profligacy  they  could  not  be- 
hold without  abhorrence. — For  fome  time  their 
devotion  was  direfted  folely  to  their  invifible 
gods ;    Hoincr   gives   no   hint   of  the   ufe   of 
images,  and  *for  fome   ages  the  Romans  ha^ 
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none  :   their  wbrihip  confifted  wholly  in  pray* 
ers,  hymns,  and  facrifices.    But  growing  fuper- 
ftition  foon  demanded  ftatues  of  the  gods,  and 
plunged  its  infatuated  votaries  into  the  fhame*- 
ful    folly  of  adoring  the  works  of  their  own 
hands,  "  falling  down  to  the  ftock  of  a  tree  *, 
**  fpeaking  to  that  which  hath  no  life,  calling 
**  for  health  upon  that  which  is  weak,  praying 
"  for  life  to  that  which  is  dead,  and  for  a  good 
**  journey  alking  that  which  cannot  fet  a  foot 
**  forward  f."     Their  religious  rites  were  muU 
tiplied  and  complicated :   fuitably  to  the  imper- 
fe&ion   of    their   gods,    they  were  fometimes 
meanly  flattering,  fometimes  outrageoufly  abu^- 
five  J  and  fuitably  to  their  diflferent  charafters, 
many  of  them  became  madly  riotous,  abomi- 
nably impure,  or  inhumanly  barbarous. 

The  laft  degeneracy  of  the  primeval  reli- 
ligion, '  was  the  worfliip  of  brutes'  and  inani-- 
mate  things,  which  prevailed  chiefly  among  the 
Egyptians  and  their  colonies.  That  it  was  the 
moft  deteftible  form  of  Paganifm,  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  fpend  time  in  evincing :  And  it  pro- 

f  U^  xliv.  19.  t  Wifd.  xiii.  17,  t8. 
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cteded  from  evil  to  worfc— It  feetns  to  have 
arifen  from  the  hiftory  of  their   hero-gods    be- 
ing recorded  in  hieroglyphics ;  in  which  the  fi« 
gures  of  brutes  and  vegetables  were  employed 
as  the  marks  or  fjmbols  of  their  feveral  atrri- 
bates  and  exploits.    Fond  of  their  hierogly- 
phtcsy  they  fubftituted  .thefe   fymbols  of  their 
divinities^  in  place  of  the  images  of  them  in  hii« 
man  fhape,  which  had  been  ufed  formerly.    The 
fymbolical   reprcfentations    were    engraved    in 
their  temples;    and  by  being  conftantly  in  their 
view   while  they  worfhipped  their   god,   tbey 
became   clofely  aflbciated   with  him   in   their 
imaginations,    and   fliared    in    their  worfiiip; 
they  engaged  the  readier  and  the  greater  vene- 
neration  by  being  coniidered  as  inftituted  by 
the  god  himfelf. — Accufiomed  in  this  manner 
to  venerate  the  figure  of  a  plant  or  animal, 
they  came  by  a  very  eafy  flep  to  hold  the 
real  one  facred^  as  at  leaft  a  fymbol  of  the  god: 
And  next,  foi^etting  that  it  was  but  a  fymbol, 
they  adored   it  as  itielf  d>vine.««JEacfa  fymbol 
had  different  fignifications  ^  and  each  attribute 
was  represented  by  different  fymbc^s :    in  con- 
fequcnce  of  thefe  two  circumftances  together, 
their  animal  and  vegetable  deities  were  multi- 
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plied,  till  they  comprehended  whatever  had  any 
quality  riemarkable  enough  to  fit  it  for  being 
an  hieroglyphic.  For  exprcffing  complex  no- 
tion s^  in  this  kind  qf  writing,  they  had  unit* 
ed  the  parts  and  members  of  different  fpecies  j 
and  hence  monfters  and  chimeras  were  added 
to  the  number  of  their  gods. 

Ikstead,  therefore,  of   "  finding  mankind 
**  the  more  plunged  into  idolatry,  the  farther 
**  we  mount  up  into  antiquity ;  and  no  marks, 
*'  no  fymptoms  of  any  more  perfedl  religion,'* 
as  has  been  confidently  afferted  *  to  be  clear 
from  the  teftimony  of  hiftory ;  we  are  affured 
by  the  oldeft  of  hiftories,  that  in  the  remotcft 
antiquity  a  more  perfeft  religion,  the  acknow- 
ledgment  and  worfhip  of  the   One  God,  did 
prevail :  and  not  only  from  it,  but  from  the 
writings  ftill   extant  in  every  kind,  we  learn 
with  certainty,  that  firom  this  religion  mankind 
deviated  only  by  degrees,  and  were  not  plung- 
ed into  the  lowed  degradations  of  idolatry  but 
in  the  courfe  of  ages.     In  Greece,  the  polythe- 
ifra  of  the  heroic  times  was,  for  its  purity  and 

*  Hume,  ib* 
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moral  influence,  venerable  in  comparifon  inrith 
the  maft  of  fuperftitions^   which  compofed    its 
religion   in  its  molt  civilized  and  enlightened 
periods. 

2.   The  neirt   true  religion   given  to    tbc 
l^irorld,  was  the  Jewifli.     It  may  be  viewed    in 
two  different  lights  ;  as  the  religious  fyftem  of 
the  Hebrew  nation  ;  and  as  a  preparation  for 
the  Chriftian  difpenfation.     In  refped  of  both 
it  was,  by  the  Jews,  gradually  corrupted  from 
its  original  purity :  but .  with  circumftances  fo 
different,  that  it  will  be  neceffary  to  mark  them 
feparately. 

CoNSiD£RED  in  the  former  light,  it  contains 
that  fyftem  of  belief  and  that  body  of  laws 
and  worfliip,  "which  Mofes  delivered  to  the  If- 
raelites :  and  it  was  completed  by  the  digeft 
which  he  gave  them  ;  all  fucceeding  pricfts  and 
prophets  and  rulers  being  only  the  guardians^ 
the  interpreters,  or  the  executioners  of  it,  but 
having  no  authority  to  alter  or  to  add  to  it. 
The  Mofaical  religion,  viewed  in  this  light,  was. 
The  acknowledgment  of  the  One  God,  as  both 
the  God  of  the  univerfe,  and  their  peculiar  God 

3    . 
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uik  vkhd  righteous  Governour ;  and  the  worfhip  of 
nip(^  him  by  a  multifarious  ceremonial,  accurately 
QJiViita  determined  by  his  authority. 

It  was  by  the  intermixture  of  idolatry,  that 

the  Ifraelites  corrupted  the  purity  of  this  reli- 

^  (0  i  gion.     They  began  with  worlhiping  God  by  an 

i^    image ;  and  that  very  early :  the  golden  "  calf," 

fyfies   the  Egyptian  reprefentativc  of  Ofiris,  they  pre- 

ot;   vailed  on  Aaron  to  "  fafliioh**  for  a  vifible  re- 

of  ^    prefentative  of  Jehov;ah  *.     They  did  not  long 

^  fP^    difcontinue  the  impiety.     When  the  mother  of 

^^g     Micah  had  founded  (liver  into  images,  fhe  re-> 

^,^^    garded  this  as   "  dedicating  it  to  Jehovah  f  :** 

when  Micah  had  got  "  a  Levite*'  to  officiate  as 

*'  prieft**  before  his  images,  he  confidently  pro- 

..    -mifed  himfelf,  on  that  account,  the  favour  of 

Jehovah  {.    By  this  prieft,  the  children  of  Dan 

**  alked  counfel   of  Jehovah  :§'*    they  after- 

^        wards  carried  him  away  with  the  images,  and 

^       fet  them  up  ;   and  "  Jonathan*'  the  gtandfon 

ef  Mofes,    ^'  and  his  fons,"   continued  for  a 

long  time  the  **  priefts*'  in  this  idolatrous  fer- 

vice  11*      This  worihip   of  the   true   God   by 

♦  £xod.  zxxii,  I,  &c.  f  Judg.  xvii.  3. 

t  Vcr.  13.  §   Chap,  xviii.  5,  6. 

II  Vcr.  18,— 30. 
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images,  was  dUblUhed  in  the  kingdom  of  tfnel# 
by  the  ^  calves"  which,  for  prevendng  the  peo* 
pie  from  going  out  of  its  territory  to  worihip^ 
were   "  fet  up  at  Dan  and  Bethel  * :"  and    it 
continued  as  long  as  that  kingdom  ftood.     The 
mtrodudion   of   images  brought  aloiig  with  it 
the  ufe   of  other    forbidden  modes.     Co-cral 
with   it   was   their  woHfaipping  in    forbiddoi 
jdaces :   '^  the  faoufe  of  the  Lord  was  at  Shilo, 
^  all  the  time"  that  '^  Jonathan  and  his  loos 
^  were  priefts'*  to  the  tribe  of   Dan  -j- :    the 
temple  was  at  Jerufalem,  when  the  ten  tribes 
facrificcd  to  their  idols  in  the  two  extremities  of 
their    country :     their  **  high   places^''  their 
**  mountains,"     their    **  groves,'*   and    their 
^^  green  trees,"   arc  frequently  mentioaed  with 
cenfure.    In  time  they  adopted  likewile  ^  rites'' 
difallowed  by  their  law,  mixing  with  their  wor-^ 
fliip  of  the  true  God,  ceremonies  whkii  their 
neighbours  ufed  ia  ierviog  falie  gods. 

They  were  not  content  with  thefe  corrup- 
tions: they  took  falfe  gods  into  partnerfliip 
with  Jehovah,  and  worlhipped  them  in  conjunc- 
tion with  him.     While  they  were  yet   "  in  the 

^  I  Kings  xii«  26,  &c.  f  Judg.  zviil.  30,  31. 
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'^  -wrfldernefs,  they  joined  themfelves  into  Baal- 
^  peer,  and  bowed  down  to  the  gods  of  Moab, 
^  and   did  eat  of    their  facrificcs  * :   yeaihey 
•*  took  up  the  tabernacle  of  .Moloch,  and  the 
**  ftar  of  their  god  Remphan,  figures  which  they 
•*  made  to  worfliip  them  f /'     ITie  very  next 
generation  after  Jofhua,  "  followed  other  gods, 
**  of  the  gods  of  the  people   that  were  round 
^*  about  them,  and  bowed  themfelves  to  them, 
^  and  ferved  Baal  and  Afhtaroth  |/*     Into  this 
jpecies  of  idolatry  they  thenceforth  were  conti- 
nually revoking :    they  praftifed  it  with  little  iti- 
termiffion :  many  inflances  of  it  are  recorded 
in  their  hiftory :  and  many  judgments  are  de- 
nounced againfl   it  by   their  prophets.     Yet 
they  went  forward  in  it,  till  at  length  "  accord- 
*'  ing  to  the  number  of  their  cities,  were  the 
•^  Gods  of  Judah,   and  according  ro  the  num- 
•*  bcr  of  the  flrects  of  Jerufalem,  their  altars  to 
•*  burn  incenfe  unto  Baal  §.*'      They   ceafed 
pot,  till  they  placed  their  images  in  the  temple 
itfelf  •^  to  defile  it  ||.*'_They  multiplied  their 
idolatrous  ceremonies  of  worfhip,  in  full  pro 

♦  Numb.  XXV.  2,  3.     Pfal.  cvi.  28. 

f  Amos  V.  26.  Ads  vii.  43.  t  J^dg.  li.  12,  13. 

5  Jcr.  xi.  13.  II  Chap.  yii.  30.  xxxH.  34. 
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portion  to  the  multitude  of  their  idols.     They 
fludioufly  collected  and    eagerly  adopted    the 
mod  abominable  rites  of  all  the  fpecies  of  po- 
lythetfm,  praftifed  by  any  of  the  nations  with 
which  they  were  acquainted ;  unitiqg  together 
their  moft  difcordant  ufages,  ^^  flaying  the  chil« 
^'  dren  in  the  yallies  under   the  clifts  of  the 
*'  rocks  *  ;  cakes  to  the  queen  of  heaven,   and 
*'  drink-offerings    unto  other   gods  f ,    cutting 
^*  theinfelves  ijl,  making  their  fons  and  daugb^ 
*'  ters  to  pafs  through  the   fire   to  Molech  §  ; 
*'  every  form  of  creeping  things  and  abooii- 
^'  nable  beafts,  weeping  for  Tammuz,  worfhip- 
•*  ing  the  fun  towards  the  eaft  ||." 

Nay  fo  depraved  they  had  become,  that  ^ 
little  before  the  captivity  they  feem  to  have 
thought  of  renouncing  the  true  God  altoger 
ther,  and  confining  themfelves  to  the  worfhip  of 
falfe  gods  J  for  they  faid,  "  We.  will  be  as  the 
^*  heathen,  as  the  families  of  the  countries,  to 
'*  ferve  wood  ^nd  ftone  ^." 

By  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  they  were  in* 
deed  cured  of  their  propenfity  to  idplatry,  and 

*  Ifa.  Ixvii,  5.  f  Jer.  vii.  16. 

t  Chap.  xli.  5.  J  Chap,  xxxii.  35. 

II  Ezck.  viii.  10,  14^  16.      %  Chap.  xx.  32. 
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brought  back  to  their  original  theology.— ^But 
*what  was  confequent  on  this,  gi^es  a  new  con- 
firmation of  our  propofition :  for  this  renovat- 
ed  religion  they  foon  began  to  corrupt,   and 
have  perfifted  in  progrefEvely  corrupting,  though 
in  a  different  manner.     While  the  Sadducees 
fprung  up,  fceptics  or  infidels  with  refpe£k  to 
important    articles   of  faith,   the  reft   plunged 
themfelves  into  fuperftition  or  fanaticifm.   They 
magnified  their  ceremonial  law,  and  refted  in 
it  more  and   more :   they  incumbered  it  with 
new  rites,  and  additional  circumftances  of  ob- 
fervance.     They  fubtilized  on  their  moral  pre- 
cepts,  till  they  explained  them  away,  and  ren« 
dered  them  compatible  with  every  vice.  ,  They 
fet   themfelves   to  invent   traditions,    they  in< 
creafed  them  rapidly,   and  they  yielded  them 
higher  and  higher  reverence,  till  they  "  made 
^^  the  commandment  and  word  of  God  of  none 
^'  cffeft,  l^y  their  tradition  *.     They  became 
acquainted  with  the  learning  and   philofophy 
of  the  eaft  ;   they  intermixed  its  *^  fables  and 
*5  genealogies  f "  with  their  religion,  ^pd  by  tlje 

*  Mat.  XV.  6.     Mark  vii.  13. 
I  1  Tim.  i.  4.     Tit.  i.  14.  iii.  9. 
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iatermixture  fepbifticated  the  dodrmes  and 
perverted  the  morals  which  the  icripture 
tau^^ht. 

CoNSioERSD  in  the  fecond  light,  as  a  pre* 
paration  for  the  Chriftian  difpeniation,  the  Jew* 
kh  religion,  befides  the  types  involved  in  its  ce- 
vemonial,  and  the  notices  of  the  deHgn  of  re- 
demption which  had  been  given  before  the 
time  of  Mofes,  comprehended  a  long  ieries  of 
prophecies  concerning  it,  was  gradually  reared 
by  their  unfolding  more  and  more  the  nature 
of  that  diipenfation,  and  was  completed  only 
when  Malachi  the  taft  of  the  prophets  had 
written.  It  is  from  that  period,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  this  part  of  the  religion  of  the 
Ifraelites  ^onunenced :  and  it  has  become  ex* 
tremc* 

Mifunderftanding  their  fcriptures,  and  over- 
looking many  prophetical  intimations,  they  per* 
Abided  themfelves  that  their  religion  was  per* 
hGt^  and  in  all  its  parts  unchangeable  and  per* 
petual.  Poflefled  by  this  idea,  they  could  con* 
ceive  no  ufe  for  a  Meffiah,  but  to  extend  it  to  all 
nations :  and  warped  by  worldly  palEons,  they 
fuppofipd  that  he  would  eiFeduate   this,  as  9 
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glorious  and  triumphant  prince,  exakiiig  them 
to  the  fummit  of  temporal  profperity,  and 
txingmg  the  whole  earth  into  fubjedion  to 
<them.  Milled  by  thefe  falfe  notions,  by  them 
explaining  idsaterer  feemed  reconcileable,  and 
Degleding  whatever  was  repugnant,  they  wcm 
led  into  greater  mifconception  of  the  proj^e^ 
cies«  They  found  not  in  Jefus  the  character 
which  diey  expe£ted;  they  rejected  and  they 
crucified  him* 

They  have  remained  ftubbom.  They  were 
early  accufed  of  crafmg  fome  predidions ;  they 
have  been  often  charged  with  wilfully  falfify- 
ing  fome  paflages.  The  charge  has  been  car«- 
ried  too  far  :  but  that  in  a  few  inftances  they 
have  attempted  it,  that  in  more  they  have 
purpofely  preferred  falfe  readings  cafually  in« 
Iroduced,  to  fuch  as  are  unqueftionably  ge« 
nuine,  but  more  favourable  to  Chriftianity) 
there  feems  to  be  evidence.  It  is  certain  that 
Daniel,  whom  their  fathers  ranked  among  the 
prophets,  and  from  whom  alone  they  learned 
the  name  Messiah,  they  have,  only  becaufe 
his  predidlions  are  the  moft  precife,  for  many 
ages  denied  to  be  a  prophet. 
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In  perverting  the  meaning  of  the  prophecie^^ 
they  have  been  indefatigable.  The  cleared 
.predi&ions  concerning  the  Meiliah  and  his 
kingdom,  and  by  the  Jews  before  his  coming 
owned  to  be  clear,  they  foon  after  began  to 
deny,  and  have  perfifted  in  denying  to  have 
any  relation  to  him }  many  which  even  their 
own  early  traditions  refer  to  him,  their  later 
writers  wreft  from  their  intent :  And  they  ap-' 
ply  them  to  other  perfons  and  events,  concern- 
ing which  they  cannot  agree  among  themfelves, 
but  in  none  of  which  imagination  itfelf  can 
find  them  verified ;  nay  to  events  forged  on 
purpofe  to  fervc  as  an  accomplifhment  of  thera, 
and  which  may  be*  difproved  from  their  own 
traditions. — ^Having  devifed  fuch  femblances  of 
their  accomplifliment  in  others,  they  dei)y  that 
they  give  ^ny  intimation  of  the  Meffiah.  While 
in  the  plained  parts  of  Scripture,  hiftory  and 
precept,  the  nature  of  which  can  admit  no- 
thing beyond  the  obvious  literal  meaning,  they 
are  licentious  in  deducing  myfteries,  the  moft 
chimeripal  and  ridiculous,  from  letters,  and 
points,  and  cafual  or  capricious  modes  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  writing;  they  obftinately  deny 
that  in  prophecy,  the  nature  of  which  admits 
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cdid  even  invites  ^t^  there  are  any  fecondary  fen- 
fes,  any  intimations,  under  types^  of  a  higher 
archetype ;  nay,  they  infift  on  interpreting  lite- 
rally  exprellions  evidently  figurative  and  metap^ 
phorical,  the  import  of  which  is  clearly  afcer- 
tained  by  the  whole  analogy  of  fcripture  lan« 
guage.  In  the  prediclions  of  the  Mefliah's  glo« 
ry,  they  can  perceive  only  worldly  greatnefs ; 
but  neither  the  important  objed  of  his  firft  co- 
ming, nor  the  majefty  of  his  fecond.  They 
deny  that  his  kingdom  can  be  fpiritual,  becaufe 
its  whole  nature  was  not  as  precifely  and  as  ex* 
plicitly  predefined  by  the  prophets,  as  it  could 
be  delineated  by  himfelf. 

For  eluding  the  force  of  prophecy,  they  have 
fluck  at  no  expedient.  To  reconcile  to  their 
ideas,  predictions  of  fufferings  and  death,  ex- 
prefied  in  the  plained  terms,  defcribed  in  the 
mod  circumfUntial  manner,  and  unequivocally 
pointed  to  the  Meffiah,  they  ages  fmce  devif- 
ed  the  fidion,  contradictory  to  traditions  pre* 
ferved  by  themfelves,  of  two  MefTiahs.  All  the 
predidions  concerning  the  reception  of  the 
Gentiles  to  equal  privileges  with  themfelves, 
they  have  diluted  into  notices  that  the  nations 
were  to  be  their  fubjefts.    They  have  liftened 
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to  one  impoftor  after  another,  without  a  fiogle 
feature  of  the  true  Mefliah :  they  have  fixed 
8sra  after  xra  for  his  appearance :  Difappointed 
in  them  all,  they  contrive  unfubftantial  reafons 
for  its  being  delayed :  and  while  they  convert 
the  abfolute  predidions  of  his  coming  into  con- 
ditional promifes,  they  mifmterpret  the  promife 
of  their  being  blefled  in  him,  clearly  fufpended 
on  the  condition  of  their  receiving  him,  and  ac- 
companied with  intimations,  o>x^ned  by  their 
early  dodors,  that  but  a  fmali  part  of  Ifrael 
would  be  aftually  faved  by  him,  into  abfolute 
predictions  of  their  univerfal  ialvation;  the 
failure  of  which  they  hold  forth  as  a  demonftra- 
tion  that  he  is  not  yet  come. 

To  fortify  themfelves  in  unbelief,  they  have 
not  fcruplcd  to  extenuate  the  idolatry  of  their 
dnceftors ;  to  pronounce  outward  ceremonial 
worfliip  more  excellent  than  inward  piety  and 
moral  virtue  ;  to  affirm  that  the  Meiliah  was 
promifed  folely  as  a  king,  not  as  a  law-giver, 
nor  fo  much  as  to  reveal  any  thing  new  ;  to 
deny  that  they  are  required,  in  order  to  their 
ialvation,  to  believe  in  him  when  he  comes : 
and  indeed  they  leave  fcarcely  any  foundatiofti 
in  the  prophecies,  for  themfelves  or  their  fa* 
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thers   ever   expeding  that  a  MeiHah  was  to 
come. 

3.  Thb  third  true  religion  is  the  Chriftian. 
The  New  teftament  exhibits  it  in  its  purity. 
That  it  has  been  grievoufly  corrupted,  infidels 
glory  in  proclaiming,  and  Chriftians  are  no* 
wife  concerned  to  diflemble.  Every  hiftory  of 
the  church  bears  teftimony  to  the  fa£t,  and  di£> 
dofes  the  nature  and  the  progrefs  of  its  depra- 
vation. In  a  cafe  of  fuch  notoriety,  a  very  brief 
Iketch  will  be  fufficient* 

By  being  blended  with  the  ideas  and  fpecu* 
lations  of  falfe  philofophy,  the  (imple  do£hines 
of  the  Gofpel  began  very  early  to  be  adulte* 
rated.  From  that  philofophy,  fubtileties  were 
borrowed  for  defining  them  with  precifion,  and 
hypothefes  for  explaining  them  ;  and  new  ones 
were  continually  invented.  Difcordant  defini- 
tions were  adopted,  and  tenacioufly  maintained^ 
Controverfies  concerning  them  were  agitated 
with  heat,  and  debated  with  all  the  arts  of  mif- 
applied  acutenefs.  Every  controverfy  produc- 
ed contradictory  decifions  by  thofe  who  equally 
ufuQ)ed  authority  to  fix  the  faith  of-  Chriftians. 
Every  decifion  engendered  new  controverGes, 

Dij     • 
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and  inflamed  fiercer  contentions.  Inveftigation 
was  ftretchcd  to  inquiries  above  the  reach  of 
man,  and  proftituted  to  frivolous  queftions 
:ind  logomachies  unworthy  of  his  notice.  By 
fuch  decifions  as  had  the  good  fortune  to  predo- 
minate, new  creeds  were  continually  fabricated  ; 
new  terms  of  diftin^ion  confecrated  ^  the  heads 
of  doftrine,  the  articles  of  faith,  unreafonably 
multiplied ;  many  falfe  doctrines  eftablifhed. 
To  give  them  fupport,  divine  authority  was 
mote  and  more  attributed  to  human  writings  ; 
and  all  the  jargon  of  fcholaftic  metaphyfics,  and 
all  the  fophiftry  of  dialedics,.  were  laborioufly 
employed. 

In  proportion  as  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpol 
were  tortured  from  their  original  fimplicity,  in- 
to endlefs  intricacies  of  frigid  refinement, 
they  became  unfit  for  touching  the  heart  or 
influencing  the  pradice,  for  ferving  as  motives 
to  holinefs,  as  roots  from  which  piety  and  vir^ 
tue  might  derive  nourifhment  and  vigour.  The 
precepts,  likewife,  of  the  Gofpel,  whofe  fim- 
plicity  ^ives  them  a  venerable  dignity  and  a 
commanding  authority,  were  explained  and 
anaiized  with  a  dry  minutenefs,  better  calculat- 
ed for  perplexing  the  underflanding,  than  for 
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imprefling  them  on  the  confcience.  They 
-were  avowedly  evaded  by  maxims  of  loofe  ca- 
luiftry ;  and  their  obligation  fuperfeded  by  fu- 
perftitious  commutations,  penances,  indulgences, 
and  difpenfations.  Perfedion  was  placed,  not 
in  fubftantial  gbodnefs,  but  in  celibacy,  mona- 
chifm,  voluntary  aufterities,  and  unnatural  mor- 
tifications • 

The  fimple  worlhip  of  Chriftianity  was  foon 
deformed  by  the  admixture,  firft  of  Jewilh, 
and  next  of  Pagan  ceremonies.  Baptifm  and 
the  eucharift  were  adminiftered  with  empty  pa^ 
gcantry  and  idle  mummery ;  they  were  trans', 
formed  into  terrific  myfteries;  new  virtues 
were  afcribed  to  them ;  new  pomp  was  em* 
ployed  in  folemnizing  them ;  the  corruption  of 
the  latter  ilTued  in  the  monfler,  tranfubflantia-» 
tion.  To  the  few  rites  enjoined  by  the  Gof- 
pel,  many  were  added  ;  and  from  unneceflary, 
they  became  abominable :  from  **  glorying  in 
**  the  crofs  of  Chrift  */'  they  pafled  to  ufmg 
the  fign  of  it,  as  a  charm,  on  all  occaiions ; 
from  praying  for  the  dead,  they  proceeded  to 
pray  to  them  ;  from  commemorating  the  mar- 

f  Gal.  VI.  14, 
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tjr«,  to  worfliip  them ;  from  rcfpefting  their 
>elics,  to  adore  them,  and  to  indue  them  with 
the  power  of  miracles ;  from  tolerating  pi&ures 
and  images,  firft  to  place  them  in  churches,  and 
afterwards  to  fiall  down  before  them.  Fads  and 
feftivals  without  number  were  fucceflSvely  infti- 
luted.  Prayers,  in  the  beginning  fliort  and 
artlefs,  were  extended  into  complex  liturgies^ 
infefted  with  all  the  niceties  and  errors  of  thdr 
hith. 

The  genuine  fpirit  of  Chriflianity  has  been 
no  Icfs  wofully  depraved.* The  ApolUes,  though 
infpired,  claimed  no  "  dominion  over  faith  *  j** 
they  infilled  on  the  reception  only  of  what  was 
dearly  revealed  j  they  gave  indulgence  to  hu- 
man weaknefs  in  whatever  affeded  not  the  very 
effencc  of  religion  '\  ;  they  referved  their  ana- 
ihemas  for  obftinate  wickednefs.  But  they  who 
came  after  them,  from  almoft  the  earlieft  time, 
have  impofed  upon  others  their  own  precarious 
opinions,  their  determinations  concerning  what 
is  not  revealed;  their  far-fetched  deduftions 
from  Scripture ;  and  even  the  technical  terms 
which  they  had   coined   for  cxprefSng    them. 

*  2  Cor.  i.  24.         f  Rom.  xiv.  1,  &c.  Phil.  iii.  15,  i6. 
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TTiey  have  feparated  from,  and  excommunicated, 
one  another  for  the  moft  trifling,  nay  for   vcr-r 
bal  differences ;  and,  while  they  were  indulgent 
to  crimes,  denounced  damnation  againft  what- 
ever they  were  pleafed  to  denominate  herefy.— ^ 
As  foon  as  the  converfion  of  the  emperors  put  it 
in  their  power,  the  leaders  of  the  church  grafped 
at  riches,  dignities,  and  political  influence.    Cle« 
rical  orders  were  multiplied  :  the  bilhops  affum- 
ed  a  high  rank :  archbiftiops  and  patriarchs  ex« 
alted  themfelves  above  them  :    each  fee  was  not 
only  fcrambled    for  with    indecent    ambition, 
but  purchafed  by  the  bafefl  arts  j  and  one  fee 
contended   with  another,   for  pre-eminence  to 
flatter  pride,  and  power  to  domineer. — ^In  all  ther 
churches  thefe  evils  grew,  till  the  dexterous  and 
perfevering  efforts  of  the  bi^iop  of  Rome  raifed 
him   to   fupremacy  over   moft  of  them,  fub- 
jefted  the  kings  of  the  world  to  his  nod,  made 
him  the  vicar  of  Chrift,  a  god  upon  earth,  and 
vefted  him  with  abfolute  dominion,   which  he 
moft  affiduoufly  exercifed  in   tyrannizing  over 
all,  in  difturbing  the  peace,  and  diffolving  the 
laws  of  fociety,  in  authorizing  all  former  cor- 
ruptions and  making  great  additions  to  them 
in  enforcing  them  by  perfecutions,   maffacres, 
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and  wars,   in  degrading  religion  into  an  engine' 
of  the  mod  unrighteous  policy* 

In  a  word,  from  fmall  beginnings,  number- 
lefs  corruptions,  aided  by  centuries  of  igno- 
rance, grew  up  into  that  **  myftery  of  iniqui-> 
**  ty  *,'*  which  formed  the  predominant  reli* 
gion  at  the  Reformation,  the  total  depravation 
of  which  is  fo  well  known,  and  fo  explicitly 
confeffed  by  popifli  writers  themfelves,  that  I 
may  fpare  myfelf  the  pain  of  attempting  the 
odious  portrait. 

Thus  every  religion  that  has  any  claim  to 
truths  has  been  in  time  corrupted* 

11,  The  second  part  of  our  propofition. 
That  all  falfe  religions  have,  in  time,  been  a- 
mended  and  improved,  is  equally  true;  and, 
fo  far  as  our  prefent  delign  requires  it,  may  be 
more  briefly  evinced.  Each  of  the  deprava-* 
tions  which  we  have  mentioned,  having  at 
length  acquired  a  determinate  fhape,  became 
a  falfe  religion,  for  fome  time  prevalent,  efta- 
blifhed,  and  unquedioned.     But  in  the  progref& 

♦  2  TU^ff.  it.  7. 
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e£  inquiry  and  knowledge,  they  have  been  alt 
examined,  cleared  in  fame  meafure  from  die 
groflTnefs  which  they  had  gradually  contraSed, 
and   reduced  to  a  lefs  exceptionable  form^ 

i.  to  begin  with  paganifm.     The  Egyptian 
Worlhip  of  brutes  and  vegetables  aftoniflied  ihe 
inquifitive :    it  fhocked  the  idolaters  of  other 
fefts  J  it  was  oftener  than  once  legally  profcrib- 
ed  by  the  Romans,  who  gloried  in  adopting  the 
gods  and  the  rites  of  all  nations,  as  a  token  of 
their  piety   and   the   caufe  of    their   profperi-i 
ty  :    it   could  fcareely   fail  fometimes  to   dag- 
ger its  own  votaries*     They  extenuated  its  ab- 
furdity,  by  refolving  the  ignoble  objcds  of  their 
adoration    into  mere  emblems  both   of  hero^ 
gods  and  of  the  celeflial  bodies,  the  divinltiea 
acknowledged  by  all  idolaters.     Emblems  they 
had  originally  been :  but  by  ingenuity  in  illuftrat- 
ing  their  fignificance,  they  were  rendered  more   , 
plaufiblc  than  at  their  introduftion,  and  repre- 
fented   as   even   more  refined    and   expreffive 
images  of  the  godsj  than  the  idols  fet  up  by 
other  pagans^ 

The  worfbip  of  dead  mdn,  however  implicit- 
ly and  extenfively  pradlfed,  could  not,  naked 
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and  undifguifedy  efcape  condemnation  as  foon  a^ 
It  Had  excited  the  curidfity  of  thinking  men^ 
Even  the  fymbolical  images  of  the  Egyptians, 
it  has  been  fpecioufly  fuppofed,  werd  contrived 
on  purpofe  to  veil  the  objeflionable  genealogies 
of  the  gods.  To  give  that  worfhxp  the  fairer 
appearance,  fpeculative  men  devifed  the  diftinc* 
tion  of  fouls,  into  hitman^  heroic,  and  demo^ 
hiac  :  when  the  gods  were  conceived,  not  a$  or- 
dinary  mortals,  but  as  Superior  Beings  who  had 
deigned  to  vifit  tjie  earth  for  the  fake  of  man-i 
'kind,  and  lived  only  to  heap  blefiings  on  them, 
there  was  a  fhew  of  reafon  in  paying  them  rcli-» 
gious  honours.  This  hypothefis  was;,  however^ 
contradifted  by  their  mythology,  ^hi<^h  proved 
their  gods  to  have  been  mere  men,  often  not  of 
the  worthieft  kind  j  and  the  authority  of  their 
admired  poets  had  early  rendered  this  too  fav- 
ored to  be  rejefted :  but  they  explained  it  away, 
and  reprefented  the  popular  hiftories  of  the  gods 
as  only  ingenious  allegories,  fhadowing  forth 
moral  or  pbyfical  truths. 

At  an  early  period,  in  the  iltoft  civilized  na^ 
iions  of  the  eaft,  the  more  enlightened  worfhip- 
ers  of  the  celeftial  bodies  reformed  the  received 
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idolatry,  fo  far  as  to  confine  their  adoration  to 
the   fun,  and,   reprobating  images,  to  addrefs 
bim  by  no  other  medium  but  fire>       i-  When, 
in  other  nations,  the  elements,  and  even  the 
m6ft  fplendid  luminaries  were,  by  the  refearches 
of  philofophers,  afcertained   to  be  inanimate, 
the  worfhxp  of  them  required  a  vindication : 
and  it  vrz^  attempted  by  the  refinement  of  re- 
ferring it,  not  to  the  material  mafs,  bat  to  the 
intelligent  divinity  who  inhabited  and  govern-* 
ed  it. 

But  none  of  the  forms  of  paganifm,  how- 
ever each  of  them  might  be  difguifed,  or  how- 
ever the  abfurdities  of  them  all  might  be  fhuffled 
out  of  fight  by  involving  them  in  confufion, 
blending  th^m  together,  and  deriving  fupport 
to  one  from  another  in  their  turns,  could  bear 
the   fcrutiny  of  enlightened  minds.     Without 
entering  into  the  controverted  import  of  the 
myfteries,  we  may  remark  that  the  fpeculations 
of  the  old  philofophers  of  Greece  forced  them 
to   acknowledge   One  fupreme   God,   diftinft 
from  all  the  vulgar  deities,  though  along  with 
him  they  continued  to  admit  thefe.     But  the 
luilre  of  religious  truth  difiufi^d  by  the  gofpel^ 
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conftrained  the  later  pfailofophers  to  acknow« 
ledge  him  as  the  Only  God  ;  and,  determined 
as  they  were  not  to  relinquifh  the  popular  re* 
ligion,  to  endeavour  by  a'  new  refinement  to 
render  it  confident  with  ihaff  acknowledgmenn 
Even  the  brute-gods  of  Egypt  were  made  only 
efnblemattcal  of  his  feyeral  attributes  ;  the  fiibics 
of  their  hero-goids,  but  parabolical  hiftories  of 
his  providence ;  the  deified  parts  of  nature,  no 
more  than  his  fenfible  reprefentatives  ;  all  their 
rite^,  a  varied  fervice  to  him  under  different 
names,  or  difierent  ideas.  Their  idolatries  thus 
explained  away  by  a  reference  to  the  true 
God,  gave  paganifm  the  mod  unexceptionable 

form    of  which  it  was    capable.- In  fomc 

countries,  this  refinement  refted  not  with  philo* 
fophers.  Whether  in  an  early  age,  by  means 
of  the  Jewifli  fcriptures,  or  at  a  later  era,  by 
the  publication  of  the  Alcoran,  the  Magian  re- 
ligion of  the  eaft  was  much  reformed ;  one  fu- 
preme  and  eternal  God  introduced  ;  the  wor- 
(hip  of  him  alone  jcftabliflied  by  books  account- 
ed divine  ;  and  eftabliftied  fo  firmly  that  its  vo- 
taries, though  full  of  fuperftitions,  continue  to 
deteft  idolatry,  and  profeiledly  worfliip  before 
|hp  fir?  or  towards  the  rifing  fun^  only  as  Um; 
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pureft  types  of  the  Divinity.  Nay  in  almofl: 
all  the  popular  religions  of  Afia,  we  are  in- 
ibrmed  that,  amidft  numberlefs  abfurdities^ 
;and  idolatrous  ufages,  One  God  is  ultimately 
adoredt 

a.  The  religion  of  the  Ifraelites  fophifticated 
as  it  was  by  idolatry,  before  the  captivity,  may 
juftly  be  called  falfe.  From  that  idolafry,  it 
has  ever  fince  been  completely  purged  :  and 
their  prefent  ritual,  with  all  its  deformities,  is 
far  preferable  to  the  heatheniih  inventions  of 
their  anceftors. — ^Whether,  or  how  far,  the 
dottrine  of  the  Jews  concerning  the  Meifiah, 
has  been  amended  fince  their  reje£tion  of  him, 
it  is  unnecefiary  to  examine.  As  their  unbe- 
lief is  founded  on  the  mod  rooted  prejudices 
and  the  mod  determined  mifunderftanding  of 
the  prophecies,  it  is  only  from  very  extraordi- 
nary events  that  their  converfion  can  be  expeft- 
cd;  and  till  it  take  place  there  can  be  little  al- 
teratlon  in  their  fentiments  concerning  Chrifh 
Por  this,  the  predided  timeis  not  yet  come: 
l?ut  when  it  cpmes,  their  converfion  will  be  \    ^ 

perfeQ ;  all  their  errors  will  be  relinquifiied  j  \ 

^s  national,  their  religion  will  ceafe  j  as  divine,  \ 
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all  of  it  that  was  inteaded  permanent  will  be 
reduced  to  the  purity  of  the  fcripture :    and 
pvea  to  the  Cbriftian  world,   ^^  the  receiving  of 
^  them  will  be  life  from  the  dead  */' 

2.  When  from  the  accumulated  corruptions 
of  Chrifiianityt  through  a  feries  of  ages,  po- 
pery had  fprung  up,  and  reached  its  maturity, 
the  abfurdities  and  abufes  with  which  it  abound- 
^d»  began  at  length  to  be  difcovered.  By  the 
revival  of  learning,  and  by  the  application  of 
it  to  an  examination  of  the  eftabti&ed  fyftem, 
its  errors  have  been  much  corre£ted*  , 

£ven  by  thofe  who  ftill  adhered  to  the  prOi- 
£eiIion  of  it,  it  has  been  in  fo^ie  meafure  re- 
fined. Some  of  its  do£trines  have  been  expli^- 
citly  renounced ;  fome  of  them  explained  a-r 
way ;  many  of  them  fofrened.  Some  of  its  fu- 
perftitions  have  been  difclaimed ;  fome  fuffer- 
cd  to  fall  into  difufe ;  others  ftripjL  of  part  of 
their  pageantry.  The  laints  have  been  repre- 
fented  as  not  invocated  for  the  benefit  of  their 
merits,  but  only  entreated  for  their  prayers ; 
images,  as  not  th^mfelv^s  objed;  of  worfliip. 
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but  merely  helps  to  a  lively  cbnception  an<i  re- 
mcmbTance  of  the  perfon  whom  they  portray* 
Indulgences  are  more  fparingly  dealt  out,  left 
eagerly  fought  after,  and  their  cfBcaciy  is  le& 
extolled,*— The  fpirit  of  popery  has  been  melio- 
rated. The  reading  of  the  fcriptures  has  been 
more  freely  permitted  to  the  people ;  and  by 
vernacular  verfions  and  expofitions,  means  ^re 
fuppHed  for  their  better  underftahding  thcmu 
Every  where  the  horrors  of  the  inquifition  havcf 
have  been  mitigated  ;  in  fome  places  they  havrf 
ceafed.  Aniong  fhe  moftbigotted  nations,  dir** 
tuilions  which  once  would  have  been  reprefled 
by  the  executioner,  begin  to  be  ventured  on 
with  impunity,  and  liftened  to  without  ha-' 
aard:  and  in  nations  more  enlightened,  free 
inquiry  is  encouraged  and  purfued  with  arw 
dour.  A  liberal  toleration  has  been,  not  only 
recommended  by  the  learned,  and  granted  by 
difcerning  princes,  but  approved  by  the  multi-^ 
tude,  pradifed  by  priefts,  and  even  indulged 
by  popes.  Their  authority,  both  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  has  come  to  be  very  faintly  fubmit-< 
ted  to,  and  very  cautioully  exercifed.  Some 
religious  orders,  ufelefs  or  noxious,  have  been 
fupprefled,  and  others  rcitri^d^  or  reformed. 
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But  among  ihofe  who  feparat^d  from   tht 
church  of  Rome,  a  far  more  important  reftora- 
tion  of  pure  Chriftiaility  has  taken  place.     By 
the  firft  reformer.<*,  tht  feriptute  was  recogniz- 
ed  as  the  only  rule  of  religiOiis  faith  and  prac- 
tice :  and  to   the  inveftigation    of  its  genuine 
fenfe    they   applied   all    the  means   of    which 
they  were  pofleffed^   with  fuccefs  in  their  dr- 
cumftances  aftonLfhing.     They  exploded  all  the 
groffeft  errors  j*  and  the  purity  of  the  dodrine^ 
worfhip,  and  morala,  which  all  of  them  e(la- 
blifhed,  though  not  untainted,  was  fufiicient  to 
put  to  fliame   the  church  which  they  forfook* 
That  they  {hould  accomplilh  fo  much^  is  won* 
derful }  that  they  ihould  have  eSedted  a  perfed 
reformation  would  have  been  miraculous -i—.^ 
They  could  not  rid  themfelves   of  every   preju- 
dice :  to  fpme  errors  they  remained  attacl>ed  ; 
by  their  deteftation    of  others  they  were  driven^ 
into  an  oppofite  extreme.     ITiey  were  deftitute. 
of  many  advantages  for  interpreting  the  fcrip* 
tures :  and   their   opinions   were  biaffed    by  a 
falfe  philofophy.     They  attempted  too  precife 
definitions  of  fpeculative  tenets)  they  dogma- 
tically decided    dubious    points   of    dodrine : 
they  were  unreafonably  tenacious  of  their  fev&» 
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ral  decifions ;  they  were  too   e^fily  add  loo 
deeply  irritated  by  coiUradidion  to  tb^fe :   by 
aiiiiing  at  an  impradicable   uniformityt   they 
broke  that   union  which  they  ought  to  have 
preferred.    By  an  abufe  of  liberty,  ta  which 
they   who   have  newly  acquired  it  are  ever 
prone,  crude  conceits,  wild  uotions,  and  ex-^ 
travagant  practices  were  fometimes  vented ;  and 
fe£ts  founded  on  them,  fome  of  which,  after 
^fhing  for  a  while,  vanifhed  away,  and  fome» 
throwing  off  the  grofler  matter,  have  aflumed  a 
more  de<;ent  form.^-r-All  the  defers  of  ^(he  firft 
reformation  are  not  yet  fupplied  ;  many  cau(es 
have  concurred  in  preventing  it :  but  fome  of 
them  have  been  in  part  removed  i  and  for  the 
removal  of  them  all,  there  feems  to  be  a  hap- 
py preparation.    New    means   of    elucidating 
fcripture  are  every  day  difcovered  and  employ* 
ed :  there  is  a  very  general  difpofition  among 
proteftants  to  examine  with  impartiality  what  it 
really  teaches ;   the  fallible  determinations  and 
dcdudions  of  men  are  lefs  implicitly  revered : 
fome  dodrines  have  come  to  be  explained  more 
fobcrly :  many  frivolous  contioyerfies  are  ex-» 
ploded^  and  the  more  important  queftions  are 
pfteii  debated  with  coolnefs  apd  candour :  lefs^ 
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ftrefs  is  laid  on  the  minute  diftindioris  of  par- 
ties ;  and  many  of  every  party  have  learned  to 
judge  equitably  of  others,  and  to  converfe  ami- 
cably with  them.  Though  this  be  not  univer- 
fally  the  ftate  of  things  in  the  proteftant 
churches,  it  is  fo  in  a  confiderable  degree  :  and 
though  the  extenfion  of  it  may  be  checked  at 
times,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  ^vill  not 
be  finally  flopped.  In  the  courfe  of  iree  in- 
quiry, errors  cannot  but  be  broached ;  the  infir- 
mity of  men,  it  may  be,  can  never  permit  their 
exemption  from  every  miftake,  or  prevent  eve- 
ry difference  of  fentiment :  but  by  the  unre- 
Itrained  progreffion  of  fuch  inquiry,  we  truft 
that  all  the  really  important  truths  of  our  reli- 
gion vill  in  time  be  irrefragably  afcertained  and 
unanimouily  acknowledged ;  that  Chriftians 
will  harmonioufly  acquiefce  in  thefe ;  and  that, 
flifregarding  other  things,  they  will  concur  in 
confidering  and  ufmg  Chriftianity,  as  a  fyften^ 
of  fimple  principles  revealed  for  the  lan£tifica« 
tion,  the  confolation,  and  the  falvation  of  maat 
kind*^ 

4.  There  is  another  felfe  religion,  the  Ma? 
bometan  impoflurej;   which  claims  pur  attest 
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tlon  the  joiorcy  becaufe  it  feems  at   Hrft  fight 
unfavourable  to  our  pofition,  but  on  infpcfting 
the  peculiarity  of  its  origin  and    ftruQ:ure,  will 
turn  out  a  remarkable  confirmation  of  it.     We 
had  no  occafion  to  mention  it  under  the  former 
head  ;  for  it  was  not  a  natural  and  gradual  de« 
pravation  of  any  one  true  religion.   It  was  a  ftu- 
died    compofition   from   Judaifm,   Chriftianity, 
and  the  heathen  fuperftitions  of  Arabia,  pro- 
jected and  formed  by  one  man,  and  fixed  by  a 
wruten  ftandard.     Being  in  its  original  a  mix- 
ture from  religions  true  and  falfe,  its  progrefs^ 
as  might  have  been  expe&cd,  has  participated 
in  the  fates  of  both; 

Since  religions  wholly  true  have  always  been 
in  time  depraved,  what  this  impofture  had  in 
common  with  them,  already  in  the  firfl:  deli- 
very tainted^  could  not  but  be  liable  to  farther 
depravation*  Having  a  definite  ftandard^  dif- 
putes  naturally  arofe  about  its  meanings  and 
produced  a  feparation  into  fe£ts  which  ftill  fub« 
fift.  Including  principles  of  general  truths 
there  came  of  courfe  fpeculations,  difcufiions^ 
and  queftions  concerning  them}  and  thefe 
would  have  been  more  frequent  if  its  votaries 
had '  abounded  more  in  curiofity  or  ingenuity* 

Fij 
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Mahomet   had  borrowed  from  the  fcriptare^^ 
many  moral  precepts  in  tolerable  purity  ;    but 
fome  of  them  have  been  debafed  by  his  follow* 
ers.     In  the  beginning,  he  claimed  a  right  only 
to  admonifii  and  perfuade  ;   but  he  foon   Uript 
his  religion  of  this  gentle  fpirii,  by  declaring 
himfelf  authorifed  to  compel  afieiit  and  exter- 
minate all  oppofersy  and  cotnmanding  his  diT- 
ciples  to  do  the  fante.     Their  hatred  of  Cbri-^ 
ftianity  has  ibmetimes  led  them  to  deny  things 
favourable  to  it,  which  he  admitted.  Many  parts 
of  the  Alcoran  are  corruptions  of  fcripture  hiilo^ 
ties  ;  if  ihefe  have  been  more  corrupted  (ince  ;  if 
multitudes  of  fables  have  been  added  to  them  ; 
or  if  tenets  originally  falfe,  have  been  rendered 
more  abfurd ;  if,  for  example,  a  fenfual  paradife 
has  been  defctibed  in  more  diflblute   terms ; 
this  is  only  that  declenfion  from  bad  to  worfe^ 
which  has  happened  in  all  falfe  religions  during 
the  prevalence  of  ignorance,  and  gone  on  till 
they  reached  the  extremeft  point  of  their  dege^ 
iieracy>         Mahomet  alleged  no  open  miracles 
in  fupport  of  his  miffion,  and  appealed  not  to 
any  clear  prediction  of  him  in  the  extant  fcrip«; 
turea:    ought  we  to    reckon  it  a  deteriora^ 
tion^  or  a  melioration  of  his  fcheme^  that  his 
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followers  have  marked  his  birth  sind  early  life 
with  prodigies  and  prefages,  afcribed  to  him 
thoufands  of  miracles,  and  attempted  to  difco- 
Ver  intimations  of  his  coming  in  the  bible  as 
it  (lands  ?  Being  fidions,  they  add  to  the  faU 
fitied  of  Mabometanifm :  could  they  be  made 
plauiible,  they  would  fopply  its  total  want  of 
evidence. 

But  fome  real  amendments  it  has  unque(lion« ' 
ably  received.  They  were  begun  even  by  its 
author :  having  employed  more  than  twenty 
years  in  completing  the  Alcoran,  he  corrected 
errors  in  what  had  been  firft  written,  refolved 
diiSculties,  and  obviated  objeftions  ;  and  ialved 
the  practice  from  the  charge  of  inconfiftency, 
by  giving  the  refult  of  his  maturer  refleftion  or 
growing  experience,  as  new  revelations  revok- 
ing the  former  ones.  His  followers  have  la« 
boured  to  reconcile  Ibme  of  the  contradidtons 
Ivhich  were  left  remaining  in  it :  they  have 
ibftened  or  explained  away  fome  of  its  mod 
glaring  abfurdities,  as  its  exclufion  of  women 
from  paradife.  Th^  have  fupplied  many  de** 
feds  in  its  laws,  and  in  many  cafes  the  inter-* 
pretations  of  the  dodors  are  better  than  tho 
text,      Mahomet   enjoined   his   followers    to 
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extirpate  all  other  religions  by  the  fword,  and 
for  fome  time  they  executed  the  mandate  in  its 
utmoft  rigour :  but  even  the  ferocious  Sara-* 
cens  foon  adopted  lefs  bloody  maxims ;  .the 
Perfians  lay  other  religions  under  very  moderate 
reftraints  ;  and  the  Turks ,  hare  indulged  tole- 
ration fo  far  that,  in  the  very  vicinity  of  their 
capital,  a  Chriftian  church  has  fubfided  for 
ages,  oppreffed  indeed,  though  even  this  more 
from  avarice  than  from  religious  zeal,  but  fuf- 
fered  to  retain  its  conftitution  and  its  vorfhip, 
and  to  regulate  its  own  concerns;  nay,  by 
fome  of  their  conquefts,  proteftants  have  re* 
covered  the  liberty  and  eafe,  of  which  the  bi-» 
gotry  of  papilla  had  before  totally  deprived 
them. 

That  this  falfe  religion  has  not  been  more 
cxtenfively  reformed,  during  fo  confiderable  a 
length  of  time,  may  be  eafily  accounted  for. 
Its  very  nature  tends  to  deprefs  and  contradk 
the  imderftanding ;  and  the  defpotifm  which 
has  conftantly  accompanied  it,  aggravates  its 
cffeft.  The  powers  of  its  votaries  thus  degrad- 
ed, they  can  have  little  propenfity  to  inquiry  or 
examination ;  and  from  this  they  are,  though 
not  abiblutely  prohibited,  yet  ftrongly  difcou*» 
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raged  by  the  maxims  of  their  prophet  and  his 
fucceflbrs.  They  have  been  always  involved 
in  the  profoundcft  ignorance,  not  only  negleft- 
ing  knowledge,  but ,  defpifing  it ;  and  they  are 
utter  ftrangers  to  thofe  parts  of  learning  parti- 
cularly, the  lead  fmattering  of  which  would 
expofe  the  fables,  the  falfities,  and  the  blun- 
ders of  the  Alcoran.  Glimmerings  of  know- 
ledge have  led  fome  of  its  adherents  to  deted 
its  groffeft  faults ;  and  a  general  diffufion  of 
even  the  fainted  dawn  of  literature  would  lead 
them  either  to  attempt  reforming  it,  or  to  re- 
nounce it. 

Founded  as  this  religion  is  in  impofture,  and 
contaminated  as  it  is  in  its  compofition,  it  has 
already,  by  the  unfearchable  wifdom  of  God's 
providence,  been  over-ruled  to  produce  many 
good  eflfeas  j  to  put  an  end  to  idolatry  in  the 
country  where  it  fprung  up,  ta  improve  the 
religions  of  AGa,  to  fpread  far  the  doftrine 
of  the  divine  unity  ;  as  well  as  to  chaftife  the 
divifions,  the  fuperftitions,  and  the  vices  of 
Chriftians.  True  knowledge  and  learning  will 
fcarcely  try  to  mend  it  j  they  will  more  pro- 
bably difcover  its  total  falfehood,  and  explode 
it.    And  when  we  confider,  that  it  ftrenuouily 
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inculcates  the  firft  principle  of  true  religion. 
One  God ;  that  it  in  fome  meafure  owns  the 
the  divine  miilion  of  Mofes,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  original  infpiration  of  our  fcriptures  ; 
and  that  the  (lendereft  acquaintance  with  hi* 
ftory  and  criticifm  will  demonftrate  the  impofli- 
billty  of  their  being  faUified^  as  well  as  the  ab« 
furdity  of  its  own  fidions  ;  On  thefe  grounds, 
without  pryipg  into  the  fenfe  of  prophecies  yet 
wrapt  up  in  obfcurity,  is  it  prefumptuous  to 
indulge  the  hope,  that  this  falfe  religion  will  ia 
time  pave  the  way  for  the  general  reception  of 
Ghriftianity  by  its  numerous  profeflbrs,  and 
that  its  having  be^n  permitted  %o  ov^pread  fo 
large  a  proportion  of  fnankind,  will  in  the  ei^ 
contribute  to  the  bringing  iq^of  *^  the  fulne& 
^*  of  the  gentiles  ♦/*  and  to  all  *•  the  king- 
^*  doms  of  the  world  becoming  the  kingdom  of 
^«  o\ir  Lord  and  of  his  Chrift  f  ?" 

In  this  world,  nothing  goes  on  with  perfed 
suability}  there  are  unevennefles  and  breaks 
in  the  mod  regular  proceiTes  of  nature,  and  in 
the  moft  conneded  ferics  of  events ;  and  every 

•  Rom.  z|.  25,  f  I^^v, li,  ly^ 
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pf  ocefs,  every  ferles  requires  a  certain  fpace  df 
time  for  the  completion  of  its  Courfe.     It  can- 
not be  expefted   that  it   (hould  be  otherwife 
In  religion :  its  mdtiofi,  towards  either  corrup- 
tion pr  imjprovemerit,  muft  be  fometimes   pro«. 
greflive^  foihetimes  interrupted,  and  fometimes 
fetrograde;  fometimes  accelerated,  and  fome-i 
iimes   checked  or  retarded,   by  a   variety   of 
caufes  :  and  it  is  only  by  tracing  It  through  si 
large  period,  that  vre  can   determine  its  ilTue. 
But  with  thefe  reftriSions,  heceffary  to  be  ad- 
mitted  in  judging   of   every   cafe,  it   has,   t 
think^  been  fufficiently  evinced,  that  true  rell-' 
gions  are  made  worfe,  and  falfe.  reh*gions  bet* 
ter,  in  a  Confiderable  length  of  time. 

III.  Let  us  next  point  out  the  conclufidns 
fairly  deducible  from  the  fafts  which  we  have 
eftabliOied. 

That  all  the  corruptions ,  which  have  been 
introduced  into  Chriflianity,  cannot  warrant  the 
V  flighted  fufpicion  of  its  truth,  is  a  confequence 
fo  clear  and  obvious,  that  it  needs  no  illuflra- 
tion.  If  the  Jew  attempts  by  them  to  vindicate 
his  rcje£tion  of  the  gofpel,  he  muft  admit  that 
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his  own  rdlgion  never  came  from  God  i  for  he 
cannot  deny  that  it  too  has  been  at  times  cor- 
rupted. The  deift  cannot  urge  the  objedllon 
ixrithout  exploding  natural  religion  ;  for  it  de- 
generated into  paganifm  :  If  it  be  true,  though 
God,  far  from  preferving  its  purity,  permitted 
this  fhameful  degeneracy  to  overfpread  the 
world,  why  may  not  Chriftianity  be  alfo  true, 
notwithftanding  the  like  feeming  neglefl  of  pro- 
vidence ?  Had  the  objeSion  any  force,  it  would 
neceffarily  infer  that  there  never  was  a  true  re- 
ligion in  the  world,  and  that  atheilm  is  the  on- 
ly tenable  and  confident  fcheme* 

But  from  our  detail  of  the  fates  of  difier- 
ient  religions,  we  venture  farther  to  conclude, 
that  the  very  fa£t  objeded,  Chriftianity  having 
been  corrupted,  yields  fome  real  prcfumption 
of  its  truth.  It  is  one  feature  which  it  has  in 
common  with  all  religions  that  have  any  claim 
to  truth,  and  by  which  it  differs  from  all  reli- 
gions indifputably  falfe*  This  Angle  feature  is 
not  fufEcient  for  abfolutely  afcertaining,  but  it 
furely  gives  fome  indication,  to  which  of  the 
two  families  it  belongs. 

The  indication,   however  flender  when  we 
attend  to  the  mere  faft,  will  become  flronger 
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fuid    more  unequivocal  when  we  examine  the 
reafons  of  the  hSt.     For  we  (hall  find  that  the 
contrariety  of  the  fetes  of  true  and  of  felfe  re- 
ligions, arifes  from  the  very  nature  of  the  thing. 
*— True  religions  are  the  work  of  God,  all  whofe 
plans,  proceeding  from  his  infinite  perfeftion^ 
mufl  be  pure  and  complete.     It  is   therefore 
impoflible  that  they  can  be  improved  by  the 
"wifdom  of  man.     But  the  weaknefs  of  his  rea- 
fon,  and  the  power  of  bis  pafBons,  fcarcely  fuf* 
fer  htm  to  adhere  to  them,  precifely '  as  God 
gave  them.     Every  deviation  from   them  muft 
be  to  the  worfe ;  and  it  mud,  by   biaifing  rea* 
fon  and  increafing  the  impulfe  of  the  paffions, 
contribute  to  farther  deviations  ;  till   they  fink 
into  the  greateft   degree  of  corruption  which 
the  vitiated  faculties  of  their  votaries  can  bear. 
..^But   falfe   religions  are  the  contrivances  of 
men  ;    and   therefore,  partaking  in  the  errors 
and  depravations  of  thofe  narrow  and  polluted 
conceptions  from  which  they  fpring,  they  muft 
be  always  capable  of  amendment.     Every  al- 
teration of  men's  fentiments  and  views,  though 
not    implying  confiderable    improvement,  will 
difcover  fome  blemifli  which  they  find  it  need* 
ful  to  remove  from  their  religion.    In  propor* 
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tion  ^s  their  underfta^di^g8  are  improved,  cul- 
tivatedi  and  enlightened,  they  will  advance  to 
an  ampler  dete^ion  of  its  abfurditiet,  and  en- 
deavour to  correa  them  by  progreffive  refine- 
ments I  till  at  length  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  al| 
their  eflforts  determine  them  to  abandon  it.  Ar- 
rived at  the  point  of  its  extreme  degeneracy, 
every  falfe  religiou  deftroya  itfelf.— If  it  be 
thus,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  inevitable  that 
true  religions  ^re  gradually  corrupted  into  fuch 
as  may  be  denominated  falfe,  and  that  thefe, 
after  having  been  for  fome  time  ftagnant,  throw 
off  their  dregs  and  refine  themfelves,  is  it  not  it 
real  prefumptign  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity. 
(hat  it  has  had  thefe  revolutions  ? 

If  thefe  conclufions  be,  as  they  appear  to  me, 
legitimate,  the  argument  which  I  have  dated 
lyill  make  fpme  addition  to  the  proofs  of  the 
(ruth  and  divinity  of  our  holy  religion*  Slen- 
der as  it  may  be,  taken  by  itfelf,  it  is  not  im- 
dcferving  of  our  regard ;  for  the  more  nume- 
,rous  the  proofs,  efpecially  whep  they  are  educed 
from  circumftances  untoward  and  unfavourable, 
the  more  irrefiftibly  they  compel  our  affcnt, 
and  fix  us  in  tranquil  reliance,  in  fpite  of  fub^ 
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Hie  cavils,  on  ^^  the  certainty  of  thofe  things 
ff  wherein  we  have  been  inftrufted  */' 

But  though  our  conclufions  (hould,  in  the 
Judgment  of  fome,  have  little  force,  no  harm 
^n,  and  fome  good  may,  arife  fron>  their  hay- 
ing been  propofed.  For  all  the  great  evidences 
pf  Chriftianity  continue  unimpaired :  and  tlie 
£sL&%  in  the  hiftory  of  religion,  which  have  fal- 
len under  our  notice,  may,  without  our  con& 
4ering  them  as  inferring  the  truth  of  Chriftiar 
nity,  lead  us  into  reflefiions  far  from  ufelels ; 
a  few  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  fuggeft. 

In  the  who^e  hiftpry  of  religion,  we  cannot 
fail  to  obfervc,  that  all  the  corruptions  of  it 
have  proceeded  from  the  ignorance  and  th^  evil 
pa0ions  of  men;  and  that  every  emendation 
pf  it  has  been  produced  by  the  diflfufion  of 
knowledge,  partly  in  ccmfequence  of  the  difco*- 
veries  of  reafon,  but  principally  owing  to  the 
fuperior  light  of  divine  revelation.  The  obfer* 
yation  implies  at  once  a  ftrong  recommendation 
of  learning  and  fcience,  and  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  great  utility  and  impor^nce  of  re*- 

•  Lnke  L  4. 
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irelatiom  And  will  it  not  warrant  us  in  faylng^, 
that,  fince  rcafon  by  itfclf  was  able  to  do  fome-^ 
thing  in  religion,  much  may  be  expeSed  fron^ 
-  the  free  and  fober  exercife  of  it,  illuminated 
and  guided  by  revelation,  and  afting  in  fubor- 
dination  to  it  ? 

Zealous  have  been  the  efFotts  of  fome,  ta 
banifh  Chriftianity  from  the  world.  Suppofe 
it  poffible  that  they  fhould  fucceed,  what  advan- 
tage would  they  gain  ?  Say  fome,  the  extirpa- 
tion of  faperfiition^  a  name  which  they  choofe 
to  give  to  all  religion :  But,  not  to  inquire  whe- 
ther this  would  be  truly  an  advantage,  the 
projeft  is  impracticable  ;  for  the  conftitution  of 
man,  and  the  whole  hiftory  of  mankind,  con- 
fpire  to  prove  that  univerfal  atheifm  never  can 
take  place,  and  that  human  creatures  witt^'pttt 
up  with  the  word  form  of  religion,  rather  than, 
have  none.  Others  promife  a  happier  confequenccj^ 
the  introduOion  of  natural  religion  in  perfecl 
purity.  A  fyftem  of  it,  I  fhall  not  difpute  but 
they  might  compofe  ;  though  it  is  only  by  the 
help  of  that  revelation  to  which  they  return  fo 
little  gratitude,  for  the  wifcft  of  the  ancients 
never  could  accomplifli  it ;  But  by  what  means 
^c  they  to  qualify  the  bulk  of  mankind  for  ^n^ 
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tcring  into  all  their  fcafonings  ?  Or  by  vihdt 
art  will  they  induce  them,  without  this,  impli- 
citly to  adopt  their  conclufipns  ?  Suppofc  it, 
however,  introduced  and  univerfally  eftabliflied  ; 
ftill  it  could  be  only  for  a  moment.  The  ex- 
perience of  paft  times  demonftrates  that  it 
would  quickly  degenerate  into  polytheifm  and 
idolatry :  though  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
One  God  was,  in  the  primeval  religion,  forti- 
fied by  a  memorial  of  all  other  things  being 
created  by  him,  it  did  not  long  reftrain  them 
from  worfhipping  thefe  as  gods  j  and  from  this 
worfliip,  the  theifm  of  the  beft  philofophers 
was  not  able  to  recover  them.  The  nature  of 
the  thing  corroborates  the  illation  from  expe- 
rience :  Reafon,  it  is  juftly  obferved  by  one  of 
the  acutefl  infidels*,  can  eftablilh  the  be-' 
lief  of  one  God,  only  by  careful  attention  to 
the  fignatures  of  his  power  and  wifdom  in  the 
works  of  nature;  but  the  opinion  of  many 
gods  arifes  from  the  paffions  naturally  excited 
by  feeling  the  eflFefts  of  invifible  power  in  the 
varied  and  contrary  events  of  human  life:  the 
latter  are  always  more  obvious,  and  more  in- 
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terefUng  than  the  former;  and  confequentlf 
muft  create  a  continual  propenfity  to  polytheifm; 
Dt^hich  reafon  alone  m\\  be  unable  to  curb.  A 
projed,  therefore,  to  explode  revelation,  is  in 
fad  a  project  to  bring  the  world  back  ^o  the 
worfhip  of  flocks  and  ftones :  and  whether  it 
betrays  greater  narrownefs  of  underftandmg, 
6r  defed  6f  benevolence,  it  ts  not  eafy  to  deter- 
mine; 

From  the  detail  of  fadks  which  we  have  giv- 
to,  it  ts  plain  that  religion,  in  the  hand  of 
tireak  and  fallible  men,  is  always  in  danger  of 
being  corrupted.  A  reformation  from  the  cor- 
^ption  which  it  had  once  contraded,  affords^ 
ho  fecufity  againfl  its  being  again  contaminated; 
No  fooner  abnoft  \tas  Judaifm  purged  from: 
idolatry,  than  it  degenerated  anew  by  a  mix- 
ture of  infidelity,  tnyfticifm,  and  fuperflition; 
Into  the  proteftant  religion,  with  which  we 
are  mod  nearly  concerned,  confiderahie  ble-' 
Aiiflies  have  fometimes  found  their  way.  Though 
the  reformers  began  with  declaring  fcripture  to^ 
be  the  only  rule  of  faith,  teaching  what  they 
thought  agreeable  to  it,  and  calling  upon  all 
men  to  exercife  their  own  judgm«nt ;  yet  to' 
this  fundamental  principle  of  die  reformationf 
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tieither  they  nor  their  fucceflbrt  have  uniforni- 
ly  adhered.  They  were  upbraided,  by  the  po- 
pifli  writers,  with  the  uncertainly  of  their  doc- 
trine, and  importuned  for  a  precife  e^pofition 
of  their  faith:  they  yielded  to  the  clamour^ 
and  reduced  their  theology  into  fbrmal  fyftems. 
At  firft  they  propofed  them  only  as  an  anfwer 
to  the  demands  of  their  opponents :  but  they 

^quickly  ere£led  them  into  flandards  of  faith, 
and  exaded  a  Arid  conformity  to  them  as  a 
Condition  of  communion.  They  conHfled  riot  of 
a  feries  of  propofitions  clearly  revealed  in  fcrip« 
tare  :  but  too  often  included  definitions  reftrid- 
ihg  its  words  to  the  etie  fenfe  whicli  they 
approved,  far  fetched  and  difputable  deductions 

-  from  it,  fubtile  explications  of  its  fimple  prin^' 
tiples,  and  precarious  hypothefes  for  fupporting 
them.  The  diverfity  of  tbefe  human  fyftems 
feccafioned  controverfics  ;  the  authority  afcribed 
to  each  of  them  inflamed  the  fpirit  of  conten-: 
fion;  the  fiercenefs  of  contention  produced 
fchifms :  and  both  attachment  to  a  piirticular 
party,  and  abhorrence  of  it,  biaffed  the  minds 
of  men  from  impartiality  in  fearching  the  fcrip- 
tures.  In  the  collifion  of  fe£ts  and  parties/ 
fome,  from  excei&ve  deference  to  human  au^ 
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tborlty,  reverted  nearer  to  the  degenerate  churdi 
whidi  thf^  had  forfaken  ;  fome  affected  toc^ 
much  a  contrariety  in  every  point ;  fome  confe- 
crated  dogmas  evidently  unfcriptural ;  fome  ex* 
plained  away  tenets  really  founded  in  the  bible; 
and  many  laid  greater  ftrefs  on  the  diftindive 
notions  of  a  fed,  than  on  adive  faith  in  the 
fimple  pradical  principles  of  the  gofpeU 

To  fome  depravation,  our  religion  will  bo^ 
ever  liable  by  reafon  of  the  infirmities  of  its  pro* 
feflbrs.  While  they  think  that  they  are  maintain* 
ing  it  in  its  purity,  they  may  be  only  holding 
fad  fome  error  from  which  it  has  not  hitherto 
been  wholly  purged.  While  they  mesn  only  to 
caft  off  the  remains  of  error,  they  may  be  in^ 
troducing  new  errors*  Our  duty  is^  to  employ 
the  beft  precautions  for  efcaping  from  the  dan« 
ger  to  which  we  cannot  ceafe  to  be  expofed. 
However  much  Chriftianity  may  be  at  times 
depraved,  it  always  carries  along  with  it  the 
means  of  its  reftoration..  As  the  fun  has  in 
himfelf  unvaried  brightnefs,  and  power  to  diffi- 
pate  the  clouds  which  often  obfcure  his  light 
in  its  tranfmifTion  to  the  earth  ;  fo  the  fcrip« 
tures,  always  pure  and  always  the  fame,  ei^ibit 
genuine  Chriftianity,  and  afford  the  means  of 
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iie£iHying  the  groffeft  mifconceptions  of  it.    To 
them  let  us  always  have  recourfe;   to  their  fole 
authority  let  us  bend.     Let  us  honeftly  and  di* 
}igently  feek  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  them ;  kt  us 
reft  fatisfied  with  the  plain  and  fanftifying  views 
of  the  greatprinciples  of  religion,  which  they 
prefent ;  let  us  give  no  indulgence  to  fal&  in- 
genuity in  refining  on  them.     Let   us  defpife 
all  frivolous  and  unedifying  queftions }  let  us 
labour,  only  by  the  "  doaripe**  of  the  gofpel 
to  cheriih  that  "  goodpefs  ***  which  is  its  end* 
Purfuing  this  courfe,  our  religion  will  be.  93 
-pure  as  the  weaknefs  of  our  £icultiea  permits  ; 
and,  notwiftanding  its  defers,  will  be  accept- 
ed through  Jefus  Chrift,  by  him  who  ^^  know^- 
**.  eA  our  frame  f ."     Would  all  purfuc  this 
courfe,    the  religion   of  the   Chriflian   world 
would  affuo^e  a  better  face ;  it  would  be  re- 
garded, not  as  a  fubjed;  of  difputation,  but  as 
the  art  of  holy  living ;  each  man,  fenfible  of 
his  own  fallibility  in  applying  the  infallible  rule 
of  faith,  would   give  ready  indulgence  to  the 
opinions  of  others  ;    the  difcontinuance  of  fpe- 
culative  difcuffions  would  unite  all  more  neacly 
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in  the  fame  faith  ;  they  would  renounce  invi^ 
dious  names  of  diflindion ;  they  would  glory 
only  in  the  name  of  Chriftiatas  j  and  under 
this  name  would  form  a  great  fociety  ^^  l&e-- 
f^  minded,  having  the  fame  love,  of  one  ac* 
^'  cord,  of  one  mind  */'  /triving  together  to 
render  their  *'  converfation"  fuch  ^*  a$  becon^* 
"  elh  the  gofpd  of  Chrift  f  " 

I  MAKE  no  digref&on  from  the  fobjed  on 
which  I  have  all  along  infifted,  when  I  noixr 
turn  my  difcourfe  to  the  prefent  occa^on,  the 
peeting  of  thie  Society  in  Scotland  for  propa- 
gating Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  very  obje£t 
of  its  inftitution  is,  at  once  to  bring  thofe  to 
the  knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  who  before  had 
no  opportunity  of  learning  it }  and  (o  impart 
it  in  greater  purity  to  thpfc  who  pqflefled  only 
the  moft  adulterated  form  of  it.  This  noble  ob- 
ject, the  plan  of  the  Society  leads  them  to  pur- 
fue  by  the  oply  legitimate  and  proper  means, 
inftruftion.  They  have  wifely  ^ii'^!^^  their 
X  firft  endeavours  to  what  promifes  the  beft  ef- 
fe£ls,  inflilling  religious  principles  and    good 

f  Phil,  ii.  ^.  f  Chap,  i,  27. 
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haUts  Into  the  fufceptible  minds  of  the  young : 
but  they  have  not  negledcd  what  they  had  it  in 
their  p6wer  to  do,  for  recovering  thofe  who 
had  long  been  enflaved  by  error  and  fuperftitton* 
By  procuring  tranflations  of  the  facred  books, 
into  the  only  language  generally  underftood  in 
many  corners  of  the  kingdopa,  they  have  given 
to  multitudes  an  opportunity  of  drawing  reli- 
gious knowledge  from  the  unpolluted  fountains 
of  truth,  and  of  continually  improving  in  it 
by  their  own  application*  They  have  extended 
their  views  to  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  by 
die  like  proper  means,  in  remote  regions  of 
the  earth,  wherever  the  vicinity  of  fellow-pro- 
teftants  gave  any  favourable  opening*  It  is  by 
(^ch  means  only,  that  true  religion  has  ever 
t>een  fpre^d,  or  corruptions  of  it  effedually  re^ 
inoved :  it  is  by  fuch  means  only,  that  thefe 
events  can  in  any  cafe  |?e  reafonably  expeded* 
God  forbid  that  they  who  wi(h,  or  who  exert 
themfelves,  for  the  prevalence  of  true  religion, 
fhould  at  any  time  fo  far  miftake  their  way,  as 
to  approve  or  aid  a  reftraint  on  the  profellion  of 
of  the  falfeft,  by  the  terror  of  civil  laws,  or  the 
fmart  of  penalties.  Nothing  could  more  ob- 
|lru^  the  accomplilhment  of  their  wifh  or  the 
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^caq^  of  their  exertions.  Such  engines  uuf 
impofe  filence  or  force  a  feigned  compliance  : 
but  they  often  irritate  to  differ  oppofition ;  and 
they  never  can  produce  conyiftion  pr  conrer- 
tion.  No,  Chriftians :  *'  the  weapons  of  oifr 
^  warfare  are  not  carnal ;"  their  temper  is 
from  heaven  :  and  if  we  do  not  hurt  it  by  the 
bafe  alloy  of  human  policy,  they  wilt  be  ^^  p^igh* 
**  ty  through  God  to  the  pulling  downof  flrong 
^  holds  *.**  When  the  good  ends  jkre  an* 
fwered,  for  which  the  infcrutabl^  providence 
of  God  has  perniitted  ^^  the  man  of  fin  to 
^^  exalt  himfelf,  the  Lord  (hall  confume  him  by 
^*  the  fpirit  and  words  of  his  mouth  f  .*'  To 
this  happy  event,  there  are  every  where  dear 
and  quick  advances :  and  the  efforts  of  this  Sor 
ciety  are  well  calculated  for  ficcelerating  it,  ijp^ 
far  as  their  in^uence  extends. 

On  the  manner  in  which  the  Society  have 
employed  the  legitimate  means  of  promoting  the 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  expatiate.  Of  the  uniform  integrity  of 
their  intentions,  the  regular  publications  pf 
their  proceedings,  dating  the  fimple  fa£ls,\inark* 

•  2  Cpx.  X.  4.        t  2  Thcfl;  ii.  8.    Hof.  yi.  S\ 
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ing  tbe  mlfcarriages  as  well  as  the  facceifes  df 
their  plans,  etidence  the  fulled  confcioufnefs  iti 
themfelves,  and  give  others  the  faired  opportuni-> 
ty  of  judging.  On  the  prudence  and  rcditude  df 
their  management,  the  Continual  and  growing 
encduragement  with  which  they  meet,  is  the 
bed  encomium.  The  pious  perfons  who  plan- 
ned the  inftitution  faw  ^^  multitudes  fainting 
**  and  fcattered  abroad,  as  (heep  having  no 
"  (hepherd  j"  and  in  the  fpirit  of  their  divine 
matter  *,  they  were  **  moved  with  compaffioa 
^  on  them.  1  he  harveft  truly  was  plenteous,  but 
**  the  labourers  were*'  very  "  few."  With  pray- 
ers to  **  the  lord  of  the  harveft,  that  he  would 
"•fend  forth  labourers,"  they  uttited  their  own 
zealous  exertions  to  procure  themx  The  funds 
which  they  could  command  for  this  purpofe, 
bore  no  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  dc- 
(ign  :  and  from  the  nature  and  fituation  of  the 
country,  from  the  rude  ftate  of  fociety  and 
manners,  from  prejudices  both  political  and 
religious,  numberlefs  obftruflions  arofe  in  the 
execution  of  it.  Yet  their  earlieft  attempts 
were  not  fruitlefs.     The  exertions  of  thofe  who 

♦  Mat.  IX.  36,  37,  38. 
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came  after  them  have  been  petfeveridg  i  they 
have  had  cxtenfive  fuccefs  ;  and  there  is  rea^ 
fon  to  hope  fot  ftilt  greater  fuccefs.  Some  of 
the  obftrudions  are  remoTed,  others  are  much 
diminifhed ;  and  for  furmodnting  the  reft^  con- 
fiderable  advantages  are  obtained.  Society  has 
advanced  to  a  more  improved  ft^te ;  the  lawir 
every  where  operate  with  becoming  energy ; 
peace,  fecurity,  and  otder  are  introduced  j  the 
political  prejudices  are  extirpated,  and  the  relr* 
gious  mitigated  ^  3  Induftry  has  taken  place  of 
idlenefs,  partly  by  the  meafure  which  the  So- 
ciety has  long  profecuted  in  fubordination  to 
its  principal  objeS,  the  education  of  young  per- 
sons in  the  moft  neceflary  and  ufcful  arts  -of 
common  life,  and  partly  by  the  ample  encou^c 
tagement  and  afliftance  which  Government  has 
given  to  the  improvement  of  the  Highlands  j 
and^means  have  been  projected,  which  promife 
fair  for  carrying  it  forward  with  rapidity.  Every 

*  The  latcft  AhJliraEl  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  So- 
tiety  (page  (Si.)  contains  a  h&.  which  affords  a  Ariking 
Evidence  of  this,  That  fomc  proprietors  of  lands,  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  profeffion ,  have  promifed  to  give  all 
countenance  and  fupport  to  the  teachers  appsinted  by 
the  Society. 
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degrte  of  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Society,   removes  fome  obftruftion^ 
and  leaves  the  lefs  to  be   accompUftied.     For 
accomplifhing  what  remains,  there  are   at   th^ 
fame  time  more   abundant  means :  the   accu- 
mulation of  fmaller  donations,   which  are  fre- 
quent,  is  far  from  inconfiderablc  :  there  have 
been,  and  there  will   fometimes  be,   large  be- 
quells :  the  munificent   gift  recently  bedowed* 
in  a  manner  which  precludes  acknowledgment^ 
from  9ien,  but  will  not  mifs  reward  fromthatGod 
whofe  higheft  approbation  attends  the  unoften-* 
tatious  exercife  of  pure  benevolence  and  piety, 
gives  the  immediate  means  of  extending  the 
ufefujnefs  of  this  inftitution  far  beyond  its  pre- 
fent  limits ;  and  will  doubtlefs  be  faithfully  and 
wifely  employed  for  that  purpofe.     A  purpofe 
fo  important,  let  the  rich  promote  by  willing 
communications  from   their    treafures,     tjiofe 
whofe  fituation  admits   it  by  their  aflifting  la- 
bours, and  all  by  their  fervent  prayers.     To 
God  muft  be  afcribed  all  pall  fucceffes  j  on  him 
mufl  ultimately  depend  all  future  fuccefs.    May 
he  ever  dired  thofe  to  whom  fo  great  a  truft  is 
committed,  gnnt  a  bleffing  on  their   eii4^> 
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vours,  and  provide  the  means  of   propagating 
truth  and  goodi>e&9  till   his  *'  vray  be  known 
V  upon  earth,*-  his  **  faving  health  among  all 
?*  nations  *;" 

f  PW.  Ixvii-  2. 


tf H«  «JfPf 


THE  0OSPJEL  REVELATION  OF  THE  FUTURE  STATE  itNP 
HAPPINESS  OF  MAN  CONSIDERED. 


A     SERMON, 


THE  SOCIETY  IN  SCOTI^AND 
FOR.  PROPAGATING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE} 

AT  Tau«  AMMITBMAtr  MBBTlMa 

tN  THE  HIGH  CHURCH  OF  EDINBURGH, 

0*  TUr/lby  May  3I  f  79s. 

BY  WILUAM  GL0A6,  D.D. 

0N«  or  THl  MIHISTBES  OF  lOlMBOEOI, 

To  which  is  added 

AN  APPENDIX^ 

Coneaintng  «n  AbttraA  of  the 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

from  Ihcmiir  I.  179X. 

With  a  Lift  of  the 
SCHOOLS,  &c.  ON  THE  SOCWTY'S  ESTABLISHMENT. 


EDINBURGH: 


PRINTED  BY  MUNDELL  AND  SON,  FOOT  OF  ROYAI^ 
BANK  CLOSJ8, 


Edixburgh,  Mat  31. 1791* 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 

Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 

The  Earl  of  Leven,  Prcfident,  in  the  Chair, 


JLltZ  thanh  of  the  Society  were  given  from  the  Chair 
to  the  Rev.  Dr,  Gloag^for  his  excellent  Sermon  this  daj 
preached  before  them  ;  and  he  was  reqiiejled  to  give  bis 
manufcript  of  the  ftme^  to  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Society. 

Jo.Kemf,  Sic 


THE  GOSPEL  REVELATION  OF  THE  FUTURE  STATE  Ai3» 
HAPPINESS  OF  MAN  CONSIDERED; 
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JoHir,  xi.  2$^ 

m,  JESUS  SAID  UNTO  HER,  I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION 
AND  THE  LIFE:  HE  THAT  BELIEVETH  IN  ME,  THOUGH 
BE  WERE  DEAD,  TET  SHALL  HE  UVE* 

X  HERE  is  an  inimitable  grandeur  and  (implicity 
in  all  the  difcourfes  of  our  bleiTed  Saviour,  \vhich 
diftinguifh  his  character,  as  a  teacher  of  religion, 
from  every  inftrufter  under  heaven.  From  the 
common  and  ordinary  events  of  Providence,  he 
takes  occafron  to  reveal  the  moft  fublime  and  im- 
portant dodrlnes  to  our  faith,  and  to  recommend 
the  wifeft  and  bed  rules  of  condud  to  our  prac* 
lice,  in  language  clear  and  expreffive ;  admirably 
adapted  to  convey  his  meaning,  with  perfuafive 
force  and  energy,  to  perfons  of  all  capaciti^. 
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The  death  of  Lazarus  of  Bethany,  the  be* 
loved  brother  of  Mary  and  her  filler  Martha,  give 
rife  to  a  tnoft  tender  and  interefting  converfa- 
lion,  recorded  in  this  chapter ;  where  we  behold 
our  divine  Matter  in  a  point  of  view,  both  vene- 
rable and  amiable  ;  ^^  touched  with  a  feeling  of 
•*  our  infirmities,"  and  revealing,  at  the  lame 
time,  fuch  precious  truths,  as  are  full  of  inftruc- 
tion  and  confolation  to  his  people.  ^'  Martha, 
**  as  foon  as  (he  heard  that  Jefus  was  coming'* 
to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  ^*  went  and  met 
^'  him,  and  faid  unco  him,  *  Lord^  if  thou  hadft 
^^  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  But  I 
^^  know  that  even  now  whatfoever  thou  wilt  afk 
"  of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee.  Jefus  faith 
•*  unto  her,  Thy  brother  fhall  rife  again.  Mar- 
,  ^*  tha  faith  unto  him,  I  know  that  he  fhall  rife 
^^  again  in  the  refurre^iion,  at  the  laft  day.  Je- 
^^  fus  faid  unto  her,  I  am  the  refurre£lion,  and 
**  the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 
^  v-ere  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live." — The  important 
do£trine  which  our  Lord  hath  taught  us  in  the 
words  of  the  text,  concerning  the  future  (late 
and  happinefs  of  his  faithful  people,  will,  it  h 
hoped,  be  a  proper  fubje^  of  difcourfe  before 

*  John,  bL  ai. 
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tlie  Honourable  Society,  at  whofe  defire  I  appear 
here ;  a  Society,  that  hath  long  and  juftly  been 
diftinguifhed,  by  a  wife  and  well  direfted  zeal 
lo  promote  the  beft  and  greateft  interefts  of  their 
fellow  creatures  in  this  world,  and  their  ever* 
lafting  peace  and  happinefs  in  the  next. 

In  the  fuhjeft  before  us^  there  are  four  things 
tliat  chiefly  deferve  our  ferious  confideration. 

!•  The  divine  power  and  authority  which  our 
Lord  here  claims,  and  aflerts. 

2.  The  happinefs  of  thofe  who  (hall  be  blefled 
with  the  refurreftion,  and  the  life,  which  he  alone 
can  beftow, 

3.  The  charafter  of  the  perfons  who  fhall 
enjoy  this  great  happinefs. 

4.  The  full  and  effeflual  fecurity  given  to 
them,  that  this  great  felicity  (hall  be  their  final 
and  everlafting  portion.  "  Jefus  faid  unto  her, 
•*  I  am  the  refurredion,  and  the  life  :  he  that 
**  belicveth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
•*  (hall  he  live." 

Firfiy  Let  us  confider  the  divine  power  and 
authority,  which  our  Lord  claims,  and  afferts, 
SA  the  verfe  before  us :   '^  Jefus  faid  untQ  her^ 

'J 
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**  I  am  the  rcfurredion,  and  the  life."  Thei^ 
is  a  dignity  in  thefe  worfls  of  our  Lord  becoming 
binifelf,  and  peculiar  to  him  as  the  Sgn  of  God, 
and  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  No  prophet 
merely  of  human  kind,  ever  prefumed  to  fpeak 
in  this  manner }  for9  in  him,  fuch  language 
troulJ  have  been  felfehood,  impiety,  and  blaf- 
phemy.  It  became  him  alone,  who  "  thought 
"  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  ;*'  **  for^ 
"  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
**  head  bodily.*'*  Well  did  our  Lord  know 
what  was  within  the  compafs  of  his  own  power, 
and  what  it  was  able  to  accomplifh  with  refpe£t 
to  the  two  great  objeds  here  fet  before  us.  Hq 
bad  already  difplayed  his  almighty  power  in  the 
creation  of  the  world  ;  and  was  daily  making  it 
manifefl:  in  the  prefervation  and  government  of 
the  countlefs  millions  of  beings  that  inhabit  the 
univerfe :  and  furely  the  fame  power  is  equal  to 
any  other  eifeft,  neceffary  to  the  perfeflion  and 
happinefs  of  the  human  race,  that  the  divine 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  may  fee  fit  to  be  produced* 
Of  this  kind,  are  the  refurre£tion,  and  the  life ; 
and  of  both  thefe  glorious  works,  the  Lord  Jefus 
l^Terts,  that  he  is  the  author  and  the  caufQ%  Aa 
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tbt  life  here  mentioned  b  conjoined  neith  the 
refurre^lion,  it  muft  evidendy  be  underftood  of 
the  eternal  life,  that  is  referved  for  the  righteoos 
in  heaven,  after  all  their  labours  and  fuSer* 
iij^s  in  this  ftate  of  trial.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  only  paflage  in  fcripture  where  our  Lord 
fpeaks  of  this  great  bleffing,  and  of  his  own 
power  and  authority  to  confer  it  on  his  people. 
To  the  fame  purpofe  is  the  dodrine  he  hath  re* 
vealed  in  the  following  words :  "  Verily,  verily, 
'^  I  (ay  unto  you,  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now 
^*  is,  when  the  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
^'  Son  of  God:  and  they  that  hear  (hall  live* 
^^  For  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  hlmfelf ;  fo  hath 
**  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf  j 
*^  and  hath  given  him  authority  to  execute  judg« 
*^  ment  alfo,  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  man. 
^'  Marvel  not  at  this :  for  the  hour  is  coming, 
^  in  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  (hall  heat 
*^  lus  voice;  and  (hall  come  forth:  they  that  have 
^^  done  good,  unto  the  refiirredion  of  life;  and 
^*  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  fefurre&ion 
**  of  damnation*.** 

Human  reafon  can  give  us  litde  or  no  infor- 
mation as  to  thefe  two  great  events  in  the  go^ 

•  John,  V*  35,— af. 
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vernmcnt  of  God,  the  refurreaion  of  the  dead, 
'  and  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life.  Though  the 
men  of  genius  and  learning  in  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome,  have  fhewn  many  great  inftances  of 
civil  and  political  wifdom  ;  though  their  works 
of  philofophy,  oratory,  and  poetry,  have  tranf- 
mitted  their  names  with  honour  to  pofterity,  and 
are  fubjeds  of  admiration  and  delight;  yet  their 
minds  were  exceedingly  involved  in  the  darknels 
of  ignorance  and  error,  with  refpeft  to  the  two 
important  dodrtnes  here  fet  before  us,  as  well 
as  to  the  other  principal  truths  of  religion.  Of 
the  refurredion  of  the  dead,  they  knew  nothing 
at  all :  and  when  it  was  fpoken  of  in  their  hear- 
ing, as  it  was  by  the  Apoftle  Paul  at  Athens, 
they  treated  it  as  a  mere  chimera,  as  a  vain  and 
wild  fancy,  that  had  no  foundation  in  truth.  It 
was  referved  for  our  Lord  alone  to  bring  life 
and  immortality  fully  to  light  by  the  gofpel. 
Under  this  difpeniation  of  divine  truth  and 
grace  with  which  the  world  is  now  blefled,  the 
refurreftion,  and  eternal  life,  are  nd  longer  fub- 
}c€ts  of  curious  and  ingenious  fpeculations  j  they 
are  matters  of  fed,  in  which,  as  reafokiable  and 
acxoutitable  creatures,  as  men  and  Chriftians, 
we  are  deeply  interefted:  and,  like  other  matters 
pf  ia£t,  they  admit  of  proof  from  teftimony« 
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Accordingly,  our  blelfed  Lord  hath  condefcend* 
ed  to  edablifh  the  truth  of  his  do£ltine  on  thefe 
important  fubjefts,  by  clear  and  inconteftable 
evidence.  Not  to  mention  the  refurredion  of 
the  daughter  of  Jairus,  and  of  the  widow's  fon 
at  Nain,  there  is,  in  this  very  chapter,  a  mod 
decisive  proof,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is,  in- 
deed, what  he  here  declares  himfelf  to  be,  ^^  the 
"  Refurreftion,  and  the  Life."  The  faft  and 
tcftimony  to  which  I  refer,  is  the  refurreSion 
of  Lazarus.  "  Then  they  took  away  the  ftone 
*'  from  the  place  wherelhedead  was  laid.  And 
"  Jefus  lifted  up  his  eyes,and  faid.  Father,!  thank 
**  thee  that  thou  haft  heard  me.  And  I  knew 
**  that  thou  heareft  me  always :  but  becaufe  of 
'*  the  people  which  ftand  by,  I  laid  it,  that  they 
**  may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And 
•*  when  he  thus  had  fpoken,  he  cried  with  a  loud 
**  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth.  And  he  that  was 
^^  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
**  grave  clothes  :  and  his  face  was  bound  about 
"  with  a  napkin.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  loofe 
**  him,  and  let  him  go  •."  This  miracle  alone 
is  fufiicient  to  prove,  not  only  all  that  our  Lord 
hath  faid  in  the  text,  but  his  whole  divine  miflioa- 

* 
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a$  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
\7orId.  No  impoftor  will  bring  bis  pretenfions 
to  a  trial  of  this  nature. 

II.  Let  us  direft  our  attention  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  bleffed  with  the  Re- 
furreftion  and  the  Life,  which  our  great  Re- 
deemer alone  can  beftow.  When  the  eyes  of  man 
are  clofed  in  death,  and  his  connexion  with  all 
fublunary  objeds  is  entirely  dilTolved,  an  in« 
quifmye  mind  is  folicitous  to  know,  what  is  the 
ftate  of  the  fpirit  which  animated  the  mortal 
frame,  and  what  will  be  the  eflPeft  and  extent  of 
the  power  of  death  with  regard  to  the  body. 
From  the  light  of  nature,  the  mind  derives  little 
or  no  relief  as  to  thcfe  inquiries;  all  the  difcovery 
it  makes  concerning  them  is  imperfed  and  de- 
fective; doubtful,  perplexed,  and  unfatisfadory. 
But  divine  revelation  clearly  unfolds  thefe  great 
and^  important  objeds:  and  while  it  fets  before 
us  the  different  ftate  and  circumftances  of  good 
and  bad  men  after  death,  it  fpeaks  on  the  in-* 
terefting  fubjed  with  authority  and  deciiion, 
faying,  in  the  language  of  truth  itfelf,  **  Thefe 
•*  fliall  go  away  into  everlafting  punifliment,  but 
"  the  righteous  into  life  eternal*.*'     The  awful 
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lefJariiion  of  the  foul  froth  the  body  at  deaths 
t^rhich  is,  or  ought  td  bd,  ait  objeft  of  tertor  id 
the  wicked j  U  the  caiife  of  joy  and  tfibitipii  t6 
the  righteous:  "  Then  (hall  thd  duft  return 
**  to  the  eatth  sis  it  wis ;  ahd  thd  fpirit  (hall  r6* 
*^  turn  linto  God  who  gave  it."  **  When  abfcnf 
^*  from  the  body,  it  fliall  be  prefent  with  the 
**  Lorci;**  As  the  eternal  life  into  ^Vhich  the 
fighteous  fhall  then  ^ntei-,  Is  to  tbetn  "  the  gift  of 
*'  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  LoM,**  fo  it  is 
the  purchafe  of  his  infinitely  precious  bldcki^  who 
**  once  fuffered  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft, 
^*  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God  */'  Then  (hall 
the  righteous  ippear  in  the  Diviiie  prcfence,  and[ 
Ihiall  dwell  for  ever  in  their  Father's  hdute,  as  his 
beloved  and  dutiful  children,  ^*  who  have  been 
**  waflied,  and  fanftified,  and  juftified  in  th^ 
**  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
•*  our  God  f /•  Then  (hall  they  ktioWj  and  feel 
io  their  tmfpeakablft  joy,  that  the  eternal  life 
fefef ved  for  them  iii  heaven,  is  the  completion 
and  perfeftion  of  the  fpiritual  and  divine  life; 
With  which  they  tfrert  bleffed  on  earth.  They 
fhall  receive  arid  enjoy  it  tooj  as  proceeding  from 
the  fame  caufe,  the  love  of  God  iri  Jefus  Chrift 
B 
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his  Son ;  to  vfhott  merit,  and  power,  and  griCe^ 
they  have  been  infinitely  indebted :  and,  inflraiai 
of  the  mod  fervent  admiration,  gratitude  and 
praife,  they  (hail  adore  and  worihip  Him,  wfao^ 
in  the  words  of  the  text,  fpeaks  in  all  the  majefty 
and  love  of  God,  faying,  **  1  am  the  refurrec- 
*^  tion,  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me^ 
•*  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live.** 

When  the  righteous  ihall  be  put  in  pofleffion 
of  eternal  life  in  heaven,  they  (hall  find  it  to  be 
a  life  of  perfe^  knowledge.  Then  (hall  they 
fee  and  underftand,  ia  a  fenfe  in  which  they  ne^ 
ver  underftood  it  before,  ^^  that  thisislife  eternal, 
^*  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift 
•*  whom  he  hath  fern  *•"  The  knowledge  o£ 
thefe  grand  and  fublime  fubjedts,  with  which 
their  minds  (hall  be  enlightened  in  heaven,  (hall 
as  hr  /urpafs  the  knowledge  they  acquired  of 
them,  under  ^U  the  means  and  ordinances  of  re^ 
ligion  they  enjoyed  on  earth,  as  the  ftate  of  glory 
(hall  furpafi^  the  ftate  of  grace.  ^*  Now  they  fee 
V  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  then  face  to  face  : 
^^  now  they  know  in  part,  but  then  (hall  they 
•*  know  even  as  alfo  they  are  known  f  .*'  To 
this  clear  and  perfed  knowledge  of  the  trutb^ 
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Ihall  be  added  the  ezercife  of  the  moft  fervent 
and  aftive  love.     The  faints  in  light  fball  not 
toly  be  taught,  but  enabled  ^'  to  love  the  Lord 
•*  their  God  vdih  all  their  heart,  and  with  all 
^^  their  foul,  and  with  all  their  ftrength,  and  with 
**  all  their  mind  ;  and  their  neighbour  as  them* 
^  felvcs.*'    They  fliall  live  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
endearing  friendihip  with  all  the  family  of  God, 
%ith  all  his  children  in  heaven :  even  with  all 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  of  every  nation,  kin- 
dred, tongue  and  people.     No  ftrife,  or  con- 
tention,  or  jealoufy,  or  envy,  fliall  exift  among 
them  :  but  love  and  charity  (hall  abound,  and 
prevail  more  and  more.    It  will  be  no  fmall  ad«« 
dition  to  the  happinefs  of  this  delightful  inter- 
courfe,  that  it  fliall  be  enjoyed  in  the  prefence 
and  company  of  the  holy  angels,  to.whofekind 
ofiicet  the  faints  on  earth  are  much  indebted,  as 
♦*  miniftring  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for 
**  them  who  ftjall  be  heirs  of  ialvation.'*     Liv- 
ing in  this  great  and  happy  fociety,  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  malice,'  artifice,  and  power  of  alf 
their  fpiritual  enemies,  admitted  to  fee  the  truth 
in  its  own  light,  and  to  behold  the  face  of  God 
In  righteoufnefs  and  love ;  dieir  v^ill   fliall  be 
brought  into  a  full  conformity  to  the  Divin« 
ynH^  and  their  affedicms  IhaU  invariably  be  fe; 
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^  waflied  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in 
^  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore  are  they 
•*  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  fcrve  him  day 
*^  and  night  in  his  temple ;  and  he  that  fittedi 
^  on  the  throne  (hall  dwell  among  them.  They 
•*  (hall  hanger  no  ihore,  neither  third  any  mor^ 
^  neither  (hall  the  fan  light  on  them,  nor  any 
^  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midflf 
^  of  the  throne  (hall  feed  them,  and  (hall  Iea4 
^  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters,  and 
*'  God  fh^l  wipe  away  all  tears  from  th^ 
«eyesV* 

Having  now  confidered,  and  lendearoured  ta 
reprefent  ihc  felicity  of  the  feparate  (late,  it  may 
be  proper  next  to  obferve,  that  the  happinefs  of 
the  faints  in  heaven  will  be  rendered  complete^ 
by  the  redemption  of  tlieir  bodies  from  the 
|)ower  of  death,  and  the  re-union  of  tbem  to 
their  glorified  fpirits.  ^*  Jefus  faith,  1  am  the 
^  refurredion  and  the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in 
•*  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live.** 
To  the  eye  of  fenfe,  the  bodies  of  his  faithful 
fervants  appear  to  be  negleded  and  forfaken  at 
death.     Some  of  them  are  buried,  and  moulder 

Into 
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Iota  duft  i  fome  of  them  are  devoured  by  tli« 
fifhes  of  the  fea,  or  by  the  wild  beads  of  the 
field :  and  others  are  coBfumed  by  the  fire,  and 
their  aihesare  difperfed^and  fcattcred  by  the  wind. 
But  to  whatever  (late  or  fituarion  they  may  be 
reduced  at  death,  they  are  ftill  under  the  eye, 
the  care,  the  direction  and  government  of  the 
Ahnighty  Redeemer,  who  '^  calleth  thofe  thing,$ 
•'  which  be  not,  as  though  they  were,**  and 
diey  obey  his  voice*  The  time  is  comiog,  when 
ytfus^  as  the  Refurreaion  and  the  Ufe^  (hall 
call  to  the  earth,  to  the  fea,  and  to  all  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world,  to  give  up  the  dead 
ivbich  are  in  them,  and  his  wprd  (hall  be  ac« 
companied  with  Divine  efficacy.  "  The  Lord 
^  himfelf  fliall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a 
^*  (hout,  wilh  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and 
'^  with  the  trump  of  God  \  and  the  dead  in  Chrift 
•*  (hall  rifefirft*.  The  bodies  of  his  (aims, 
^*  fown  in  corruption,  (hall  then  be  raifed  ia 
*^  inoorruption  \  fown  in  di(honour,  (hall  he 
<^  raifed  in  glory ;  fown  in  weaknefs,  (hall  be 
'*  raifed  in  power  ;  fown  natural  bodies,  (hall  be 
*^  raifed  fpiritual  bodies  \.*^  At  that  great  and 
decifive  day,    ^*  the  Saviour,  the   Lord  Jefu^ 

"  Chrift 
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*  thrift  diali  chknge  oUr  vUe  body,  that  it  «iy 
^  be  £ciOuoned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  ac« 
**  cording  to  the  'Working  whereby  he  is  able 
•*  even  to  fubdu^  all  things  unto  hirafetf*.** 
tiaving  thus   triumphed   oVer  death   ^md  the 
grave,  the  bodies  of  the  faints  Ihall  be  joined 
dgain  to  their  glorified  Ipirlts,  to  feparate  nd 
iuore ;  and  the  Almighty  Redeemer  ^  (hall  thezl 
^^  be  glorified  in  his  faints^  and  be  admired  in 
**  all  them  that  believe  f  .**     Every  reproach 
againft  them  ihall  then  vantdi,  slnd  ^very  rnif- 
reprefeniation   of    them  fhall   be  fully    tefti-* 
fied ;  their  charader  ihall  appear  in  a  fair  and 
juft  light ;  the  Redeemer,  himfelf,  as  theit  fil- 
pTtmc  and  final  judge,  fhall  publicly  avow  his 
telalioti  to  them ;  he  fhall  fet  them  6n  his  right 
hand,  as  his  chofen  and  faithful  friends ;  and 
ihall  fay  to  them  in  the  prefence  of  his  Father^ 
and  of  the  holy  angels,  **  Come,  ye  bl^ed  of 
*'  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
•*  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.**  The 
JTaints  being  now  delivered  from  all  the  bondage 
and  flavery  of  fin,  aAdfrom  allthedireful  effeSs  of 
the  curfe  pronounced  againfl  it ;  and  being  foUy 
reftored  to  the  loft  perfection  and  felicity  of  theif 

nature* 
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nature,  fhall  enjoy  a  happlnefs,  which  "  eye 
.  **hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath 
**  entered  into  the  heart  of  man."  It  only  re- 
mains to  be  obferved,  that  this  happinefs,  in- 
ilead  of  coming  to  an  end,  (hall  be  perpetual 
and  ererlafting.  "  The  life,  into  which  the 
*^  righteous  fhall  then  enter,  fhall  be  eternal ; 
**  and  the  inheritance  of  which  they  fhall  be 
**  poflefled,  fhall  be  incorruptible,  and  undefiled, 
•*  and  fhall  never  fade  away-" 

IIL  Let  us  inquire  into  the  Chara£ter  of  the 
perfons,  who  fhall  enjoy  the  great  happinefs  we 
have  jufl  been  confidering*  Here  we  are  prc*- 
fented  with  a  moft  amiable  view  of  the  liberal 
and  generous  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
worthy  of  Him,  who  is  "  the  only  begotten  of 
**  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth/'  No 
partial  diflribution  of  favour  appears  here,  nor 
any  refpeft  of  perfons.  The  Faithful  alone,  of 
whatever  rank  or  (lation,  are  the  perfons  who 
fhall  enjoy  the  great  happinefs,  which  our  Lord, 
as  the  Refurredion  and  the  Life,  fhall  confer 
on  his  people  }  ^^  he  that  Believeth  in  me,"  faith 
Jefus,  "  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live. 
**  Our  blcffed  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 
C  "  efpecially 
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•*  fpecially  of  thofe  that  believe  j'*  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  he  hath  promifed  to  them  is  free,  and  ac- 
ceflible  to  all  forts  and  degrees  of  perlbns.     He 
does  not  fpeak  of  it,  as  if  it  were  defigned  for 
the  rich,  the  noble,  the  powerful^  the  learned, 
or  the  ingenious  ;  as  little  does  he  fay  that  the 
poor,  the  mean,  the  illiterate,  and  the  unwife,, 
fliall  be  deprived  of  it ;  but  he  fpeaks  in  plain 
and  explicit  terms,  faying,  " .  he   that  believeth 
**  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live,**^ 
The  truth  is,.undcr  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  there 
is  no  diftindion  msde  between  one  man  and  an* 
other,  on  account  of  his  intellectual  powers,  or 
his  worldly  condition^  as  to  the  participation  of 
the  benefits  of  redemption ;  for  under  this  laft 
,and  mod  perfed  difpenfation  of  the  grace  of 
God,  **  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circunv- 
*^  dfion^  ftor  uncircumcifion,,  barbarian,  Scythi* 
an,  bond  nor  free,  but  Chrift  is  all,  and  in  all*/*^ 
Mow,  this  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  which  he  re- 
quires of  all  who  expefl:  life  and  happinefs  from 
him,  is  not  true  and  genuine,  unlefs  it  extends 
to  every  relation  he  fuftains,  as  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Chrift,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Nay, 
It  is  not  a  true  and  faving  faith,  unlefs  it  extends 
to  every  dodrine  he  hath  revealed,  to  every  pro- 
mifc  of  mercy  he  hath  made,  to  every  threaten- 
ing 
*  CoU  ill.  »^ 
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Sng  he  ha&  denounced  againd  fin,  and  to  every 
rule  of  duty  he  hath  given  for  the  government 
q{  the  heart  and  life.  A  faith  that  is  partial  and 
defeftive,  is  not  the  faith  required  in  the  gofpel, 
and,  of  confequence,  it  muft  be  unacceptable  to 
God,  difgraceful  to  the  Saviour,  and  unprofita^ 
ble  to  men.  Happy  are  they  who  live  in  a  dili<- 
gent  ufe  of  all  the  mean^ /which  infinite  wifdom 
hath  appointed  to  excite,  to  cheriih>  and  to  im* 
prove  the  precious  grace  of  faith  in  their  hearts ; 
and  whofe  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lordt 
**  They  fliall  not  perifb,  but  have  cverlafting 
}ife/*  Blefled  with  a  true  and  faving  faith  in 
the  Redeemer,  they  will  refign  themfelvcs  entire^ 
Jy  to  his  direflion^  mediation,  and  governm^nf^ 
that  he  **  may  wafli  them  from  their  fins  in  his 
'*  own  blood,  and  make  them  kings  and  priefts 
**  unto  God  and  his  Father  *'/' 

The  faith  we  are  now  confidering,  is  fo  infe- 
parably  connefted  with  purity  of  heart  and  ho- 
linefs  of  life,  with  all  that  is  wife,  and  juft,  and 
good,  in  temper  and  praftice,  that  it  will  be  a 
living,  a^ive,  and  fruitful  principle  of  true  piety 
and  virtue,  in  every  heart  where  it  is  implanted. 
*  I  am  the  vine,"  faith  our  Lord;  "  ye  are  the 
C  2  **  branches ; 
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^  branches :  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in 
**  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit : 
**  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  f.'*  In^^ 
deed,  it  is  evident,  from  the  fentiments  which  he 
who  believeth  in  Jefus  doth  embrace,  the  religi- 
ous principles  with  which  his  mind  is  enriched, 
and  from  the  ordinary  operation  of  truth  and 
principle  upon  the  human  heart,  forming  the 
temper  and  charafter  to  a  referablance  of  itfelf : 
it  is  evident,  I  fay,  to  every  impartial  obferver, 
and  judge  of  human  nature,  that  a  true  believer 
in  Chrift  will  be  more  powerfully  urged  to  the 
love  and  praftice  of  that  holinefs  which  the  gof- 
pel  enjoins,  than  the  man  who  admires  the  mo- 
rality of  the  gofpel,  and  is  folicitous  to  obey  thi 
precq>ts  of  it,  while  he  pays  little  or  no  regard  to 
its  peculiar  and  diftinguifhing  dodrines.  **  A 
^*  good  tree  cannot  bring  forth  evil  fruit,  nei- 
•*  thcr  can  a  corrupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit/' 
In  like  manner,  ^*  a  good  man,  out  of  the  good 
•*  treafure  of  the  heart,  bringeth  forth  good 
**  things  J  and  an  evil  man,  out  of  the  evil  trea* 
•^  fure,  bringeth  forth  evil  things/*  They  who' 
put  their  truft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  their 
Saviour,  and  who  Took  for  the  mercy  and  ac- 
ceptance of  God  by  him  alone,  are  convinced  and 

perfuaded 
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perfaaded  in  their  own  minds,  that  they  can 
derive  no  benefit  from  the  infinite  merit  of 
his  atonement  for  fin  as  their  great  High  Prieft, 
iinlefs  they  liften  to  his  inftrudlons  as  their  un- 
erring prophet,  and  fubmit  without  referve  to  his 
divine  care  and  government,  as  their,  fupreme 
Lord  and  King.  To  them  who  thus  believe, 
Chrift  will  be  precious ;  and  the  happy  eflfefts 
of  their  faith  will  be  felt  in  their  hearts, 
and  will  appear,  and  be  made  manifeft  in 
their  lives.  A  profound  admiration  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Redeemer's  chara£ter,  and  an 
unfeigned  defire  to  imitate  them ;  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  and  a  regard  to  their  own  wel&re ;  the 
fear  of  his   difpleafure,  and  the  hope  of  his  ap^ 

probation,  as  their  great  and  final  Judge ^will 

concur  with  the  nobler  motives  of  gratitude  and 
love,  to  render  them  **  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving 
the  Lord,"  and  to  make  them  zealous,  adive, 
and  unwearied  in  the  praftice  of  every  duty  they 
owe  to  God,  their  neighbour  and  themfelves. 
Thus  a  true  and  faving  faith  in  the  hearts  of 
Chriftians,  will  communicate  its  ialotary  influence 
to  all  the  fprings  and  principles  of  their  a£Hons ; 
^d  the  '^  light  of  th^ir  dsuly  converfation  will 
1  *^  fo 
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^  £o  {bine  befofe  men,  that  they  may  fee  thelf 
"  good  works,  and  glorify  their  Father  whicb 
•'  is  in  Heaven/' 

As  it  is  a  wife  and  juft  appointment  of  the 
mod  high  God,  that  all  perfons  of  this  excellent 
chara£ler  ihould  be  truly  bleffed ;  fo  it  deferves 
cur  particular  attention,  that  none  but  perfons 
of  this  excellent  charader,  are  qualified  to  enjoy 
the  life  and  happinefs  here  promifed  by  our 
Lord,  to  all  thofe  who  believe  in  his  name* 
What  pleafure  could  the  ignorant  enjoy  in  a 
(late  of  perfed  light  and  knowledge  ?  What  de* 
light  could  it  give  to  one  who  is  aa  enemy  to 
God,  in  his  mind,  by  wicked  works,  to  be  ad* 
mitted  into  the  company  of  the  friends  of  God  ? 
Could  the  enviou^^  the  malicious,  the  revengeful, 
live  in  the  ferene  manfions  of  charity  and  peace  ? 
Can  folly  dwell  with  wifilom  ?  or  falfebood  with 
truth  ?  or  fm  with  holinefs  ?  No.  The  wife, 
the  holy,  the  juft,  and  the  good  alone,  are  fit  to 
be  admitted  into  the  immediate  prefence  of  the 
living  God,  and  to  abide  there  for  evermorer 
^^  Happy  is  that  people  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  ; 
•*  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  the 
«  Lord/' 

IV.  We 
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IV.  We  come  now  to  confider  the  full  and 
effedual  Security  given  to  thofe  who  believe  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  their  Saviour,  that  the 
great  happinefs  fet  before  them  in  the  text,  (hall 
l>e  their  final  and  cverlafting  portion.  The 
lieart  of  man  cannot  wifli  for  greater  and  more 
efiedual  Security,  than  what  the  bleflfed  Jefus 
hath  here  given  to  us  ;  his  Promi/i  is  furelythe 
beft  foundation  for  our  faith  and  hope  to 
reft  on ;  we  may  rely  upon  it  with  unfufpefting 
confidence,  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  eternal 
life  and  hapfnnefs,  which  he  hath  folemnly  de« 
dared  (hall  be  the  final  portion  of  his  faithful 
and  obedient  people.  **  Jefus  laid  un^o  her,  I 
•*  am  the  refurreftion,  and  the  life  ;  be  that  be^ 
•*  lievetb  in  me^  though  he  were  dead^  yctjhall 
"  be  live..**  Our  Lord  is  not  a  man,  that  he 
•*  (hould  lie,  neither  the  fon  of  man,  that  he 
^  (houkl  repent }  hath  he  faid,  and  (hall  he  not 
•*  do  it  ?  or  hath  he  fpoken,  and  (hall  he  not 
•*  make  it  good  ?*'  Is  he  not  poffeffed  of  every 
poffible  and  conceivable  perfeftion  ?  And  is  he 
not  thereby  fully  qualified  to  accomplifh  this  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promife  ?  His  infi- 
nite wifdom  fhall  devife  the  beft  a(id  moft  pro- 
per means  for  thjs  purpofe,  his  almighty  power 

'*  fhall 
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fliall  carry  rhem  into  eflfed ;  and  as  ht  is  fkhh* 
fulnefs,  and  truth,  and  love  itfelf,  we  may  reft 
fatisfied,  that  whatever  he  hath  fpoken  (hall  be 
fulfilled  in  its  feafon.  How  many  ftrU^ing  and 
endearing  proofs  did  he  give  of  his  infinite  wif« 
dom,  power,  faithfulnefs,  and  love  to  his  people, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  perfonal  miniftry !  And  as 
it  all  thefe  evidences  of  his  friendihip  to  them^ 
had  been  of  fmall  account  in  his  fight,  he  at  laft 
offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  juftice  of  God 
in  their  ftead,  and  ratified  the  promife  contained 
in  the  text,  and  every  other  promife  of  the  new 
and  everlafting  covenant,  with  his  own  blood* 
*'  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a 
**  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends,** 
Great,  however,  and  glorious  as  this  proof  is 
of  the  love  of  Jefus  to  his  friends,  yet,  if  lus  love 
had  ceafed  here,  in  vain  would  be  our  faith  and 
hope  in  him.  Blefled  be  his  name  ;  it  did  not 
terminate  here,  his  gofpel  declares,  and  affures 
you,  to  your  unfpeakable  comfort  and  joy,  that 
as  "  he  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  fo  he 
^^  was  raifed  again  for  our  juflification  i"  and 
^^  by  his  own  blood  hath  entered  in  once  into 
^  the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  re« 

^  demption  > 
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^  demptioQ  for  us,   even  into   heaven  itfelf, 
^^  now  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for 
**  U8  */'     **  Wherefore,  he  is  able  alfo  to  favc 
*^  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God 
^*  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
**  ceffion  for  them  f**'   What  fufpicion  or  doubt 
can  now  remain  in  your  hearts,   as  to  the  ac« 
conyjJiflunent  of  the  great  promife  contained 
in  the  text?  Chriftians,  your  Redeemer  tivetJb  ; 
and  '^  bccaufe  he  liveth^  ye  fhail  live  alfo/' 
Amidft  all  the  glory  of  bis  exalted  ftate  in  hea« 
ven,  he  is  as  attentive  to  your  intereft,  as  ever 
he  was  on  earth,  and  governs  all  things  with 
the  mod  confummate  wifdom,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  world,  and  the  good  of  his  Church.     So 
fair  is  he  from  .being  unmindful  of  his  people, 
that  he  watcbeth  over  them  all  as  their  Friend 
and  Saviour,  and  will  not  leave  or  forfake   the 
meaneft  of  them,  till  all  the  purpofes  of  his  re- 
deeming grace  fliall  be  fully  accomplifhed.  May 
wc  not  appeal  to  you^  who  are  Chriftians  in- 
deed,   for  the  truth  of  this  doftrine ;  and  de- 
fire  you  to  confult  your  own  experience  on  this 
fubjeft?    Does  not  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  pro- 
D  ceedeth 
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ceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  **  bear 
*'  witnefs  with  your  fpirit,    that  you    are  the 
"  children  of  God  ?  And  if  children,  then  heirs  5 
*'  heirs  of  God,    and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift?** 
Hath  he  not  already  by  his  gracious  influence 
made  you  truly  wife,  even  "  wife  unto  falvation^ 
"  through  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?'*  Hath 
he  not  renewed  you  in  the  fpirit  of  your  minds, 
after  the  brightnefs  of  the  Divine  image  ?  Hath 
he  not  often  ftrengthened  your  weaknefs,   re- 
lieved your  pains,  comforted  your  forrows,  and 
out  of  many  temptations  fhown  you  a  way  to 
efcape  ?    Have  you  not  then  the  witnefs,  and 
evidence,  in  yourfelves,  of  the  wifdom,  power, 
feithfulnefs,  and  love  of  your  Redeemer  ?    And 
may  yon  not  lafely  conclude  from  thence,  as 
well   as  from  the  teftimony  of  fcripture    it^ 
felf,  that  the  great  promife  he  hath  given  yoQ 
in  the  text,  and  that  all  the  other  ^^  promifes 
*^  of  God  in  him,  are  yea,    and  in  him  amen, 
•*  unto   the  glory  of  God  ?*'    Hath  he  not 
**  fealedyou,'  who  believe   in  his  name,  with 
**  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  cat- 
*'  neft  of  your  inheritance,   until  the  redemp- 
^^  tion  of  the  purchafed  poiTeflion,  unto  the 

•*  praifc 
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"  praife  of  his  glory*  ?•'    With  what  unfliakcn 
confidence  may  you  not  then  rely  on  the  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promife  he  hath 
given  you  in  the  text  ?   **  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  I 
*^  am  the  Refurreftion  and  the  Life,he  that  be- 
*'  lievcth  in  me  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fliall 
**  he  live."— From  thefe  words  I  have  taken  oc- 
cafion^   in  the  preceding  difcourfe,   to  confider 
the    Divine   power  and  authority,   which  our 

Lord  here  claims,  and  aflerts the  happinefs  of 

thofe  who  (hall  be  blefled  with  the  refurreftion 
and  the  lifef  which  he  alone  can  bellow — the 
diarafter  of  the  perfons  who  (hall  enjoy  this 
great  happinefs — and  the  full  and  effedual  fecu- 
rity  given  them,  th^t  this  great  felicity  fhall  be 
their  final  and  everlafting  portion. 

The  obfervations  which  have  been  made  on 
this  interefting  fubjed,  ihould  excite  our  grati- 
tude and  love  to  God,  for  the  many  great  and 
ineftimable  bleffings  we  enjoy  under  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  and  at  the  fame  time  effedually  de- 
termine us  ^*  to  give  all  diligence^to  make  our 
'*  calling  and  eleftion  fure/*  The  more  we  are 
D  2  diftinguifhed 
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dUtinguiflied  from  many  nations  of  the  world, 
and  the  higher  we  are  exalted  above  than  by 
our  Chriftian  privileges,  the  greater  will  be  oui 
guilt  and  condemnation,  if  we  be  fo  ungratcfu] 
to  God,  and  fo  injurious  to  ourfelves,  as  to  per- 
vert and  abufe  them.     *^  He  that  defpifed  Mo- 
**  fe&*  law  died  without  merq^i  under  two  or 
'*  three  witneffes.     Of  how  much  forer  punifit- 
'^  ment,  fuppofe  ye,  fliall  he  be  thought  wordxy, 
**  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God, 
^^  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
*^  wherewith  he  was  landified,  an  unholy  thing, 
^^  and   hath  done  defpite  unto    the  Spirit  of 
•*  grace  ?  **'     Let  us,  therefore,  be  perfoaded 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come^  and  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life,  while  it  is  in  our  ofier.  Our  know- 
ledge  and  profelfion  of  religion,  will  neither  be 
acceptable  to  God,  nor  profitable  to  ourfelves, 
unlefs  we  refign  our  hearts  and  lives  to  its  divine 
power  and  efficacy.    **  Not  etery  one  that  faith 
•*  unto  Chrift,  Lord,  Lord,  fhall  enter  into  the 
**  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that  doeth  the 
^'  will  of  his  Father  which  is  in  heaven.**  While 
true  Chriftians  enjoy  the  light  and  the  grace  of 
the  gofpel,  it  fliould  be  their  great  care  to  im* 

prove 
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prove  tbefe  invaluable  mercies  aright ;  and  to 
be  as  much  diftinguiflied  from  the  ukcn  of  the 
world,  by  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  their  lives^ 
as  they  are  already  diftinguilhed  from  them,  by 
the  wifdom  and  excellence  of  their  divine  relU 
gton.  Walk,  I  befeech  you,  as  children  of  the 
light,  and  of  the  day  of  grace,  *'  in  all  goodnefi^ 
*•  righteoufnefs,  and  truth/*  "  Abilain  from  all 
•*  ai^earance  of  evil  j*'  and  fhew  by  your 
wife,  holy,  and  exemplary  condud,  in  the  feve- 
ral  ftations  and  relations  of  life,  in  which  you 
are  placed,  that  **  the  grace  of  God  that  bring- 
^^  eth  lalvation,  hath  effectually  taught  you  to 
*'  deny  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to 
''  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this 
'*  prefent  world ;  looking  for  that  bleflfed  hope, 
^^  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God, 
'*  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  him* 
^^  felf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all 
^^  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 
•*  people,  zealous  of  good  works/' 

It  will  now  be  expected,  that  I  fhould  addrefs 
myfelf  to  the  Honourable  Society,  at  whofe  de- 
fire  I  appear  here,  and  exhort  them,  if  it  were 
neceflary,  to  perfevcre  in  the  work  and  labour 

of 
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of  love,  in  which  they  are  already  engaged. 
But  their  excellent  charader  is  fo  well  known, 
and  fo  perfedly  eftabliflied,  as  to  (land  in  no  need 
of  my  commendation,  and  their  own  zeal  to 
promote  the  wife  and  good  defign  of  their  mod 
benevolent  Chriftian  inftitution,  will  be  more 
effeftual  to  encourage  them  in  the  profecution 
of  that  defign,  than  any  arguments  I  can  fug- 
geft  to  their  confideration.  Permit  me,  there- 
fore, to  obferve,  that  the  chief  and  principle  de^ 
fign  of  the  Society,  as  you  all  know,  is  to  pro- 
mote the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  the  Chrif- 
tian Reformed  Protedant  Religion,  in  the  High- 
lands, Iflands,  and  remote  corners  of  Scotland, 
and  to  propagate  the  fame  in  Popifli  and  infidel 
parts  of  the  world.  This  defign  is  fo  grand 
and  auguft,  fo  important  and  ufeful,  that  it  will 
give  a  refined  and  exquifite  pleafure,  to  every 
true  friend  of  his  country  and  humanity,  of  re- 
ligion, virtue  and  induftry,  to  think,  that  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  Society,  near  one 
hundred  and  fiftj-ftx  thou/and  perfons  have 
been  educated  in  their  fchools?,  in  the  principles 
and  duties  of  religion  and  virtue,  according  to 
their  firft  patent  received  from  her  late  Majefty 
Queen  Anne  in   1709  j  and  that  agreeably  to 

their 
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their  new  charter  granted  by  his  late  Majefty 
King  George,  in  1738,  a  great  number  of  the 
children  have  alfo  been  inftruded  In  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  agriculture  trade,  and  manufadures. 
At  prefent  there  are  no  fewer  than  ten  tboufand 
children  educated  in  the  feveral  fchools  of  the 
Society,  and  thefe  fchools  are  under  the  imme- 
diate infpeflion  of  the  Prefbyteries  in  whofe 
bounds  they  lie.  The  wife  and  pious  views  of 
the  Society  are  not,  however,  confined  to  their 
own  country ;  they  likewife  pay  a  particular  at- 
tention to  foreign  heathen  nations,  by  employ- 
ing able  and  diligent  miffionaries,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  the  Indians  in  America,  in  order  to 
promote  and  eftablifh  among  them  ^^  the  king- 
^^'dom  of  God,  which  doth  not  confift  in  meat 
*^  and  drink,  but  in  righteoufhefs,  and  peace, 
*'  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  For  he  that  in 
"  thefe  things  ferveth  Chrift,  is  acceptable  to 
•*  God,  and  approved  of  men  ♦." 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Society, 
founded,  as  you  evidently  fee  it  to  be,  on  a  true 
love  of  their  country,  and  on  principles  of  the 

moil 
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moft  cxtcnfive  and  difinterefted  Chriftian  be- 
nevolence, will  meet  with  great  encouragement 
from  the  generous  and  charitable  part  of  the 
community.  This  laudable  encouragement,  it 
mud  be  acknowledged,  with  gratitude  to  the 
Sovereign  and  wife  Difpofer  of  all  events,  it 
hath  often  received  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  inftitution  in  1709,  and,  of  late,  fome  ac- 
cefGons  have  been  made  to  the  funds  of  the  So- 
ciety, as  large  and  liberal,  as  unexpedled. 
While  thefe  noble  and  princely  donations  re- 
joice the  hearts  of  the  friends  of  the  gofpel,  and 
excite  in  them  the  moft  lively  fentiments  of  gra* 
titude  and  praife  to  God,  for  raifmg  up  in  the 
courfe  of  his  providence  fo  great  benefa&ors  to  the 
poor  and  needy,  they  will  enable  the  Directors, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  their 
ufefulnefs,  to  give  a  liberal  fupport  to  able,  dili- 
gent, and  adive  teachers,  and  to  ere£k  and  main- 
tain fchools  in  pariflies,  where  the  moft  urgent 
neceffity  calls  for  them,  but  Where  the  funds  of 
the  Society,  though  managed  with  the  mofl  fru- 
gal economy,  would  not  hitherto  permit  them 
to  be  ereSed.  "  Whofo  is  wife,  and  will  ob- 
*•  ferve  thofe  things,  even  they  Ihall  underftand 

•*  the 
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**  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  *  ?*'    Large, 

liowever,  as  the  capital  of  the  Society  now  is, 

the  rich  and  opulent  have  it  ftill  in  their  power 

to  contribute  to  the  increase  of  it :  Nor  will  their 

charity  in  this  way  be  ufelefs  and  fuperfluous. 

For  it  appears  from  the  printed  journal  of  the 

^worthy  Secretary,  whofe  zeal  and  activity  in  the 

fervice  are  indefatigable,  ^^  that  fuch  is  the  re* 

^*  motenefs  of  the  countries,  to  which  the  bene« 

*'  volent  defigns  of  the  Society  extend^  and  the 

**  peculiar  circumftances  in  which  they  are  pla- 

**  ced;  fuch  is  the  poverty  of  the  great  body  of 

•*  the  inhabitants,  and  fuch  their  deficiency  of 

**  the  means  of  religion,  literature,  and  induftry, 

**  that  the  additional  funds  of  the  Society,  am- 

^*  pie  as   they  have  now  become,  are  by  no 

**  means  equal  to  the  fupply  of  their  wants/*  It 

is  manifeft  from   this  faithful  narrative  of  the 

ftate  of  the  Highlands  and  Iflands  of  Scotland, 

and  from  well  attefted  accounts  of  heathen  and 

infidel  parts  of  the  world  abroad,  that  a  wide 

and  ei^tenfive  field  is  ftill  left  for  the  ezercife  ot 

your  charity.    Now,  furely  they,  who  earheftly 

deiire  to  fee  the  profperity  of  the  Redeemer's 

kingdom  among  men,  and  whofe  daily  prayer 

E  it 
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U  is,  that  his  fpintual  empire  may  extend,  tnd^ 
prevail  over  ignorance' and  error,   fuperftition- 
and  idolatry,  fm  and  wiclcednefs  of  every  kind 
and  degree,  will  be  folicitous  to  fliew  by  their 
wife  and  ufeful  ads  of  charity j  as  wdl  as  by  o- 
ther  good  works,  that  their  hearts  are  right  witlr' 
God,  axkl  (ledfaft  in  his  covenant.     Let  me  be* 
feech  you,  therefore,  in  the  words  of  fcripture, 
•'  to  honour  the  Lord  with  your  fubftance,  and' 
••with  the  firft  fruits  of  all  your  increafe.     S& 
^  (hall  your  bams  be  filled  with  plenty,   and 
•*  yourprefles   Ihall  burft  out  with  new  wine. 
^'  Every  man  according  as  he  pUrpofeth  in  his. 
•*  heart,  fo  let  him  give,  not  grudgingly,  or  of' 
•' ncceffity }  for  God  loveth   a  cheerful  giver. 
**  And  God  is  able  to  mike  all  grace  abound  to^ 
•'  ward  you  ;  that  ye  always  having  all  fufficien-  * 
**  cy  in  all  things,  may  abound  to  every  good 
*'  work.  Remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Je- 
••  fus,  how  he  faid,  It  is  more  blefled  to  give 
^*  than   to  receive*     For  ye  know  the  grace  of 
*•  our  Lord   Jefus  Chrift,  that   though  he  waS' 
•*  rich^  yet  for  your  fakes  he  became  poor,    that 
**  ye,  through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich/*  Un- 
der the  influence  of  his  grace,  and  in  imitation' 
of  bis  divine  example,   let  it  be  your  care  and 

ftudy 
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lludy  at  all  timed  ^'  to  do  good,  to  be  richift 
<<good  works,  ready  to  diftribute,  willing  to 
'^  communicate  i  laying  up  in  fto^  for  your- 
^<  felve^  a  good  foundation  agtinft  the  time  to 
^^  come,  that  ye  may  lay  ^Id  on  eternal  life.*' 

••  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from 
^  failing,  and  to  pre&nt  you  fauhlds  before  the 
**  prefence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy ;  to 
•*  the  only  wife  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and 
^*  majefty,  dominion  and  power,  both;  now  aod 
»^^ver.     Amen/' 
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nufcript  of  the  fame,  to  be  printed  for  the   benefit  of  the 
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»tJt  NOW  WE  SEE  KOT  YET  ALL  THiKOS  POt  UNDER 
HIM. 

HE  idea  of  an  Univerfal  Religion  is  libe- 
ral and  great.  It  was  not  found  among  the  po- 
lifhed  nations  of  antiquity ;  it  was  not  even  a 
topic  of  fpeculation  in  the  philofophic  fchools : 
It  was  preferred,  however^  where  leaft  of  '9il  it 
might  have  been  expcdled,  in  the  treafures  of 
the  fanduary,  among  a  people  who  inhabited 
the  mountains  of  Paleftine.  That  people  were 
difUnguilhed  by  the  pride  of  exclufive  privilege, 
A  rather 
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rather  than  by  any  tendency  to  liberality  of 
fentiment;  and  thehr  laws,  government,  and 
\«ror(hip,  were  vifibly  calculated  to  prevent 
all  religious  communion  with  other  nations. 
The  defendants  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
imagined  that  the  divine  favour,  like  the  cove- 
nant of  peculiarity,  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
line  in  which  the  blood  of  the  patriarchs  flow- 
ed ;  yet  they  held  in  their  hands  the  oracles 
repeated  from  heaven  to  each  of  thefe  men, 
that  in  their  feed  Jbould  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  he  hlejfed. 

The  prophets,  who  in  fucceffion  foretold  the 
advent  of  the  Meffiah,  exhibited  him  as  the 
head  of  an  univerfal  religion.  In  the  prophetic 
page,  he  is  introduced  laying  his  claim  to  this 
charafter,  as  affigned  to  him  by  the  will  of 
God :  /  will  declare  the  decree^  The  Lord  hath 
fatd  unto  me^  Thou  art  my  Son^  this  day  have  I 
begotten  thee.  AJk  ofme^  and  IJball  give  thee 
the  heathen  for  an  inheritance^  and  the  uttermojl 
farts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poffejfion.  The  very 
title  of  the  Son^  in  various  inftances  in  holy 
writ,  implies  the  extent  of  the  grant,  as  com- 
prehending the  whole  human  race,  according 
to  the  plenitude  of  power,  in  contradiftindion 

to 
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to  the  'powers  both  of  the  angels  and  of  the 
prophets,  who  were  as  fcrvants  under  limited 
commiffions,  pofleiSng  authority  over  a  part 
only  of  the  houfehold.  For  unto  which  of  the 
angels /aid  he  at  any  time,  thou  art  my  fon;  this 
day  have  I  begotten  thee  ?  Are  they  not  all  mi^ 
nijlring  Jpirits  fent  forth  to  minijler  for  them 
"who  Jhall  he  heirs  of  falvaiion  ?  God  fpake  to 
the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  but  to  us  he  has 
fpoken  by  his  Son  whom  he  hath  appointed 
heir  of  all  things. 

The  unbounded  fuccefs  of  the  Meffiah  is 
exprefled  in  fucii  teri?ris  as  thefe,  Lijlen^  0 
ifles^  unto  me^  and  hearken  ye  people  from  far. 
— Though  Ifrael  he  not  gathered,  yet  /hall  I 
be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  my  God 
Jhall  be  my  Jlrength.—And  he  faid  unto  me  it 
is  a  light  thing  that  thou  /bouldeft  be  my  fervant 
to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob  and  to  rejlore  the 
preferved  of  Ifrael :  I  will  dlfo  give  thee  for  a 
light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  may  eft  be  my  falva-- 
tion  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. — Behold  my  fer^ 
vant  whom  I  uphold,  mineeleHin  whom  my  foul 
delighteth :  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  and  be 
Jball  bring  forth  judgement  to  the  Gentiles. — He 
Jhall  not  fail  nor  be  difcouraged  till  he  have  fet 
judgement  in. the  earthy  and  the  ijles  (ball  wait 

for 
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for  bis  law.  For  from  the  riftng  qf  the  fun  even 
unto  the  going  down  of  the  fame  ^  my  namejball  he 
great  among  the  Gentiles.  And  in  every  place 
incenfe  JbaU  he  offered^to  my  name  and  a  pure  of* 
fering :  for  my  name  JbaU  he  great  among  the 
Heathen  faith  the  Lord  ofHoJls  •. 

The  prophets,  whom  God  infpired  to  foretel 
the  univerfal  religion,  gave  thofe  confiilent  af- 
furances  on  this' great  iubjed  which  were  fuit- 
able  to  the  wifdom  of  the  ways  of  Providence ; 
for  they  fhewed  that  the  new  covenant  ihould 
be  diftinguiflied  from  the  old  in  its  fubftance, 
as  well  89  in  its  extent ;  that  the  law  of  God 
ihould  be  written  in  the  heart,  and  the  fceptre 
of  his  kingdom  a  fceptre  of  righteoufnefs.  The 
inftitutions  of  the  Mofaic  law  were  abfolutely 
incapable  of  an  univerfal  eftablifhment.  Sacri- 
fices limited  to  a  fingle  temple  j  the  fanclity 
of  places ;  a  burdenfome  ritual ;  a  facerdotal 
tribe;  an  high  prieft  on  earth ;  thefe,  and  many 
other  arrangements  in  that  provifional  fyftem, 
were  not  only  incompatible  with  general  reli- 
gious union,  but,  as  Paul  reafoned  irrefiftibly,  in 
proof  of  their  neceflary  abolition  under  an  uni- 
verfal 

*  If.  xlix.  5.  6.  zliL  It  4*  MaL  uiu 
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verfal  religion,  the  peculiarities  of  the  Mo« 
faic  oeconomy  were  adually  framed  and  in- 
tended  to  exclude  the  Gentiles  while  that  fjf- 
tem  fhould  ftand.  This  law  of  commandments 
contained  in  ordinances,  was  a  handwriting  a-' 
gainft  them,  an  edidl  of  feparation  limiting  the 
/rovenant  to  a  few,  Which  was  refcinded  and 
nailed  to  the  crois,  when  the  Meifiah  was  cut 
off,  and  confirmed  ibe  covenant  with  many. 

The  religion  of  nature  was  the  firft  univer* 
fal  difpenfation ;  fimple  in  its  chara£lers ;  holy 
in  its  laws,  and  accommodated  to  every  fituation 
of  man  upon  the  earth.  It  had  been  gradually 
corrupted  by  various  fuperftitions,  and  its  ftate 
liad  become  hopelefs ;  for  the  fuperftitions  had 
been  confirmed  and  entailed  by  power  and  craft 
in  every  age.  The  complaint  of  nature  went 
up  in  memorial  before  God ;  and  Chriftianity ,  the 
fecohd  univerfal  difpenfation,  was  introduced  in 
the  fuUnefs  of  time.  The  gofpcl  interpreted  the 
hatidwnting  on  the  heart,  reftored  the  original 
record  in  its  beauty,  and  added  new  illuftra* 
tions  of  the  grace  of  God  and  of  the  duty  of 
man ;  while  it  polTefled  every  requifite  for  ob- 
taining that  reception  among  the  nations  which 
the  oracles  of  God  had  foretold. 

The 
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The  apoftle  who  wrote  to  the  Hebrews,  about 
35  years  after  the  afcenllon  of  Chrill,  had  feen  a 
part  of  the  fcene  which  the  prophets  had  iketched 
filled  up  by  the  hand  of  Providence.  Jefus,  who 
had  been  made  lower  than  the  angels  for  alittle, 
had  been  crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  his 
religion  had  been  embraced  by  thoufands  and 
tens  of  thoufands  in  Afia,  in  Africa,  and  in  Eu- 
rope ;  it  was  advancing  with  a  rapidity  which 
was  aftonilhing  and  delightful:  every  thing  fecm- 
ed  to  prefage  its  unlimited  fuccefs ;  though  the 
ihort  period  which  had  as  yet  elapfed  had  not 
afforded  time  for  the  completion  of  its  vidtories. 
But  now  we  fee  not  yet  all  things  put  under  bim. 
Seventeen  hundred  years  more>  my  brethren, 
have  been  numbered  to  the  human  race,  and  ma* 
ny  generations  of  men  have  pafled  in  fucceffion 
over  the  fcene  of  time,  and  gone  down  into  the 
grave :  and  now  we  fee  not  yet  all  things  put 
under  Chrift.  For  fome  ages  after  the  death  of 
his  apoftles,  the  religion  of  Jefus  continued  to 
profper  and  to  prevail ;  it  then  declined  from 
its  purity ,and  its  progrefs  was  fuddenly  fufpend- 
ed.  Long  it  lay  enfeebled  and  degraded  un- 
der the  yoke  of  corruption,  impofed  by  the 
fame  means,  and  faftened  upon  it  by  the  fame 
hands  which  had  ruined  natural  religion.  With- 
in 
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in  thefe  three  centuries  it  has  been  gradually 
recovering  its  pure  and  fimple  honours,  but  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  go  forth  to  make  new  con- 
quefts  among  the  Heathen. 

Let  us  reverently  inquire  into  thefe  things, 
and  confider, 

I.  The  caufes  of  the  fuccefs  of  Chriftianity 
in  the  firft  ages. 

II.  The  caufes  of  the  fufpenfionofits  progrefs. 

III.  The  prefent  afpea  of  the  Chriftian 
wodd. 

I.  We  are  to  confider  the  caufes  of  the  fuc- 
cefs of  Chriftianity  in  the  firft  ages. 

During  the  age  of  the  apoftles,  the  truth  and 
authority  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  were  c- 
vinced  to  the  world  by  extraordinary  proofs. 
Miraculous,  works  were  performed  under  the 
miniftry  of  the  teachers;  the  fick  were  healed, 
the  knowledge  of  languages  was  inftantaneoufly 
conveyed,  and  by  various  other  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  an  external  evidence  attended  and  fuf- 

tained 
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tained  the  progrefs  of  the  faith.  Jhefe  palpa* 
ble  charaders  of  the  divine  interpofition  were 
neceflary  in  the  firft  introdudion  of  the  great 
caufe  upon  earth,  and  they  were  to  go  into  the  re- 
cord of  the  New  Teftament,  afcertained  by  the 
teftimony  of  apoftles  and  martyrs,  for  the  inilruc* 
tion  of  future  ages.  But  the  miraculous  powers 
could  not  be  permitted  to  attend  Chriftianity 
through  the  whole  of  its  progrefs  ;  nor  even  to 
continue  through  any  long  courfe  of  time»  con« 
fiftently  with  the  order  of  providence  in  the  mo» 
ral  government  of  mankind.  The  exadt  time 
of  the  ceflation  of  thefe  powers  cannot  now  be 
fixed.  But  there  remains  no  good  evidence  of  any 
one  fpecific  miracle  within  the  Chriftian  church 
later  tjian  the  period  of  the  fall  of  Jerufalem. 
For  ages  after  that  event,  however,  the  religion 
of  Jefus  continued  to  make  a  rapid  and  decifive 
progrefs  among  the  nations;  and  that  it  did 
make  this  progrefs  without  the  prefence  of  mi* 
raculous  atteftations,  furniflies  an  experimental 
proof,  that  the  means  of  the  propagation  of 
Chriftianity  are  attainable  at  all  times  under  or« 
dinary  providence ;  that  the  fame  caufes  which 
in  the  fecpnd  and  third  centuries  carried  rigb* 
teoufnefs  unto  viElory^  would,  if  fairly  brought 
into  operationi  produce  the  like  efieQs  in  any 

other 
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Other  age ;  and  that  if  the  progrcCi  of  thegof- 
pel  has  been  obftru(fled,  and  is  dill  obftrudcd, 
it  muft  be  owing  to  the  church  itfelf  prefenting 
a  diflferent  afped  to  the  heathen,  from  that 
which  it  exhibited  in  the  days  of  its  power. 

The  leading  caufe  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gof- 
pel  in  the  early  ages  was  the  eflential  excel- 
lence of  the  fyftem.  The  apoftle  Paul  who  was 
deeply  fenfible  of  the  inherent  ftrcngth  of 
Chriftianity,  as  founded  in  its  permanent  cha- 
raders,  abftradked  front  the  miraculous  gifts 
which  fuited  only  its  infant  condition,  obferved, 
that  when  the  extraordinary  communications  of 
prophecy,  of  tongues,  and  of  knowledge,  (hould 
ceafe  and  vaniih  away,  there  Ihould  dill  remain 
the  unalterable  glories  of  Chriftianity,  its  Faith, 
its  Hope,  its  Charity ;  that  thefe  belong  to  the 
church  in  its  maturity,  when  that  which  is  per- 
^e£l  is  come  ;  and  that  of  thefe  Charity  is  the 
greateft. 

When  the  Chriftians  reafoned  with  the  Hea- 
thens on  the  vanity  of  Poly  theifm  and  idolatry ; 
and  when,  in  oppofiiion  to  the  prejudices  of 
the  popular  fuperftition,  they  declared  the  truth 
in  its  native  firaplicity,  their  fuccefs  was  cer- 
B  tain ; 
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tain ;  they  prevailed  through  the  ohvious  good- 
nefs  of  their  cauf^.  The  dodrine  of  the  gofpel 
beaming  its  pure  light  on  the  uuderftand- 
ing,  produced  immediate  and  fteady  convic- 
tion :  The  fads  of  the  New  Teftament  attach- 
ing upon  the  heart,  created  an  intereft  which 
was  fervent  and  efiedive ;  while  the  found  mo- 
rality of  the  Whole  fyftem  imprefled  on  the 
confcience  the  diredl  and  inftantfenfe  ofobli* 
gation. 

In  conferences  between  the  fubjeds  of  the 
Pagan  fyftem,  and  the  followers  of  the  new  re«. 
ligion,  the  Chriftian  advocate  ftood  on  the  ftrong 
ground  of  nature,  when  he  teftified  the  firft 
and  moft  fublime  truth  in  the  univerfe,  **  God 
**  is  One,  he  is  holy,  he  is  good/'  The  mo- 
ment that  this  primitive  dodrine  was  reftored 
to  the  mind  of  men,  and  fully  underftood  and 
embraced,'Heathenifm  fell  to  pieces ;  the  profli- 
gate vifions  of  Olympus  difappeared  j  fuperfti- 
tion  was  left  utterly  defencelefs ;  the  hearer  was 
already  almoft  perfuaded  to  become  a  Chriftian; 
and  he  was  altogether  perfuaded,  as  foon  as  he 
underftood  the  religion  in  its  body  and  fpirit, 
and  perceived  its  uniform  reference  to  the 
moral  charader  of  the  Eternal  One. 

Chriftianity 
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Chriflianity  as  a  fcheme  of  do^rine  declares, 
among  other  great  and  attradtive  principles^ 
That  God  has  made  of  one  blood  all  the  na- 
tions ;  that  thej  are  alike  related  to  him  the 
great  Parent  in  his  family  of  mankind :  That 
he  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands ; 
neither  is  worfhipped  with  gifts  or  facrifices,  as 
though  he  needed  any  thing ;  but  is  ferved  by 
piety  and  humanity,  and  worfliipped  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth :  That  his  providence  is  particular 
and  uoiverfal :  That  his  cares  and  influence 
extend  to  the  fpirits  of  men,  as  well  as  to  their 
outward  condition :  That  he  has  looked  with 
compaflion  on  his  offspring,  diftrefled  and  .toil- 
ing amidft  ignorance,  forrow,  fin,  and  death : 
That  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  fron^God,  &nt  accord- 
ing to  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  to  enlighten^ 
to  fave,  and  to  blefa  mankind :  That  God,  ac 
cording  to  his  infinite  wifdom,  in  reftoring  his 
fons,  perfeded  the  Leader  of  their  deliverance 
by  fufferings,  and  has  now  exalted  him  as  a 
Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  them  repentance 
and  the  remiffion  of  fins :  That  this  life  is  a 
fiate  of  probation :  That  after  death  is  the  judge- 
ment, in  which  will  be  peculiarly*  refpeded, 
our  benignity  and  mercy,  our  probity  and  holi- 
nefs  in  the  condud  of  life,  and  our  progrefs  in 

religious 
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religious  attainments,  correfponding  to  the  ad* 
vantages  which  we  have  enjoyed. 

Chriftianity,  as  a  declaration  of  fads,  (hews 
the  incarnation  of  the  Saviour  in  humility ;  his 
lite  perfect  in  faniflity  and  eminent  in  good- 
nefs ;  bis  afiedlion  to  his  friends,  his  compaflion 
to  his  enemies,  his  rejeftion  of  all  earthly  ho- 
nours,'his  avoiding  both  alliance  and  hoftility 
with  political  fyftems,  his  difclaiming  on  the 
part  of  his  followers  any  power  civil  or  fpiritual, 
as  attached  either  to  theprofeflion  of  Chriftianity 
or  to  the  office  of  teachers  of  his  religion  ;  his 
requiring  from  his  followers  a  ftridtnefs  of  prin* 
ciple,  which  fhould  never  be  overcome  of  evil ; 
his  own  unalterable  fidelity  amidft  reproach, 
perfecution,  and  the  pains  of  death ;  his  refur- 
reftion  in  power ;  his  afcenfion  in  glory.  Thefc 
are  the  hiftorical  charaders  of  the  grand  inter- 
pofition  :  they  are  interefiing,  and  they  are  alfo 
credible ;  for  to  the  eye  of  reafon  and  refle£lion 
they  appear  to  be  mod  eminently  calculated  to 
introduce  with  advantage  a  difpenfation  of  pie* 
ty  and  virtue,  and  to  unite  mankind  ia  an  holy 
gnd  catholic  church. 

Cbridianity 
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Chriftianity  as  an  inftitutc  of  the  Divine  Law 
fpeaks  home  to  the  natural  confcience ;  it  fets 
at  nought  the  whole  artifice  of  fuperftition,  the 
folly  or  the  fraud  by  which  the  world  has  been 
held  in  bondage;  the  contrivances  to  enfure 
the  foul  without  the  facrifices  of  its  vices;  the 
pageantry,  the  formalities^  or  the  bribery  by 
which  men  have  fought  to  pleafe  God  without 
the  pradice  of  virtue,  and  to  efcape  from  pu- 
nifliment,  without  the  trouble  of  repentance 
unto  newnefs  of  life.  Chriftianity  declares  that 
virtue  is  the  law  of  God ;  that  this  is  his  will, 
even  our  fandification  ;  that  as  God  is  holy,  we 
ought  to  be  holy ;  and  that  as  he  is  good,  we  ought 
to  conform  to  his  image  in  kindnefs,  forbear- 
ance, mercy,  even  in  that  charity  which  is  the 
genuine  tranfcript  of  the  Father's  goodnefs, 
and  which  is  enthroned  in  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
fation  above  faith  and  hope.  Thefe  views  of 
religious  obligation  claim  the  aiTent  of  the  con- 
fcience. Men  feel  the  power  of  the  truth  in 
this  cafe  from  the  firft  moment,  and  before  they 
have  courage  to  own  their  convidions,  or  have 
got  any  compleat  victory  over  their  prejudices. 
And  this  whole  fchcme  of  dodrines,  fads,  and 
laws,  even  Chriftianity  as  it  was  fpoken  by  the 
Loxd  and  confirmed  to  us  by  them  that  heard 

him. 
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Iiim,  b  calculated  for  univer&I  reception  as  tiie 
religion  of  the  human  race.  It  has  nothing  l(v 
cal,  nothing  exclufive,  no  holy  places,  no  fiated 
fafts  or  fefUvalSy  no  laborious  ritual,  no  facerdo- 
tal  domination,  no  altar,  no  bloodihed  but  that 
of  its  Founder  and  his  witnefles,  no  fpecial  ac 
commodation  to  particular  forms  of  govern- 
ment or  modes  of  life.  In  all  its  parts  it  alike 
applies  to  the  families  of  the  fimple  hunters  in 
the  wildemefs,  of  the  (hepherds  on  their  moun- 
tains, of  the  poliihed  citizen,  of  the  freeman 
and  the  Have. 

We  have  here  to  meet  a  prejudice  which 
has  been  often  entertained  on  this  fubje£^  that 
fbme  confiderable  progrefs  in  civilization  is  pre- 
"vioufly  neccflary  to  prepare  a  people  for  the  re- 
ceptbn  of  Chriftianity*  You  muft  firft  make 
them  men,  fay  the  patrons  of  this  opinion,  be- 
fore you  think  of  making  them  Chriftians.  You 
mud  teach  them  to  live  in  fixed  habitations, 
to  aflbciate  in  villages,  to  cultivate  the  foil,  and 
then  you  may  hope  that  they  will  hear  and 
underftand  when  you  unfold  the  fublime  prin- 
ciples of  the*  gofpel.  This  opinion  has  been 
fupported  by  the  abilities  of  a  prelate,  who 
whether  defending  the  legation  of  Mofes  or  dif- 

culfing 
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cuffing  the  Chriftian  dodhine,  (coraed  to  znVL 
faimfelf  of  the  sTd vantage  of  ground,  but  gene- 
rally made  the  forlorn  hope  his  option* 

The  opinion  itfelf  fuppofes  a  wider  difierence 
between  the  underftanding  of  the  man  of  the 
woods  and  the  man  of  the  city  than  what  does 
in  fa€t  take  place ;  and  it  fuppofes  the  gofpel  to 
be  fomething  more  intricate  than  any  of  the 
'  words  of  Chriit  feem  to  imply.     It  oppofes  the 
claim  of  Chriilianity  to  be  an  univerfal  religioa^ 
confidering  it  as  adapted  to  mankind  in  fome 
iituations,  but  not  in  all ;  and  it  would  place  a 
final  bar  in  the  way  of  our  hopes  of  any  fuccefs 
to  our  religion  on  the  fide  of  Tartary  and  Ame- 
rica, where  the  reludance  of  the  people  to  a 
ftationary  life  is  a  part  of  the  national  charaden 
That  in  the  cafe  of  the  Americans,  a  change  of 
life  to  fixed  habiutions,  to  agriculture,  to  civili* 
zation  and  the  arts,  would  be  a  matter  of  im- 
menfe  benefit  to  the  people  themfelves,  is  un- 
doubted :  it  is  indeed  the  only  expedient  which 
can  fave  the  whole  old  nations  of  the  Continent 
from  that  extern^ination  with  which  they  are 
threatened  by  the  European  colonifts.     But 
thh  aid  of  Chriftianity  feems  to  be  neceflary  to 
facilitate  this  change  of  fituation  to  civil  life,  in- 

flead 
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ftead  of  depending  for  its  own  reception  on  tbe 
previous  accomplifhment  of  this  change.  Chrif* 
tianity  does  not  require  any  fpecific  alterations 
to  be  made  in  the  regulations  of  civil  or  politi- 
cal fociety ;  but  its  fpirit  is  propitious  to  all  good 
works,  it  mitigates  the  tempers  of  men,  it  unites 
them  in  wor(hip,  in  humanity,  and  in  love,  and 
is  thus  highly  favourable  to  civilization,  and  to 
the  eflential  improvement  of  the  nations. 

Shall  it  be  faid  that  the  Indian  wanderer  has 
not  a  comprehenfion  equal  to  the  admiffion  of 
the  Chriftian  dodrine  ?  This  is  the  current  a- 
pology  for  the  failure  of  the  millions,   but  is 
not  the  real  truth  of  the  cafe. — The  human 
inind  is  not  in  any  country  below  the  reach  of 
difcipline  and  religious  inftruftion.  The  Ameri- 
can Indian,  the  Pacific  Iflander,  and  the  African 
Negro  are  fhrewd  men,  whofe  intelledual  capa^ 
city  will  not  fuffer  in  the  comparifon '  with  the 
uneducated  clafles  of  people  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  Indeed  the  popular  fpeculation  on  na- 
tional  diveriities  of  charadler,  as  fixed  appearan- 
ces in  the  human  fpecies,  and  the  claifification 
cf  intellefts,  according  either  to  phyfical  caufes 
or  modes  of  living,  is  at  beft  but  hypothefis ; 
and  in  the  degref  to  which  it  has  been  fome* 

times 
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Ibmetimes  carried,  is  extravagant  hypothefis  and 
ptcfumption.  The  favage  people  now  mention- 
ed  po&fs  already  the  fublime  do^flrines  on  which 
Chriflianity  is  reared.  They  acknowledge  the 
^eat  Spirit,  and  adore  him  with  humble  prof- 
tration ;  and  they  truft  that  they  fliall  again 
meet  their  friends  and  companions  in  the  world 
of  fpirits.  With  fo  much  true  religion  they 
have  almoft  no  fuperftition;  and  have  little  to 
unlearn,  except  in  fame  moral  habits,  which 
Chriflianity  would  corred  and  reform.  What 
is  there  then  in  the  flate  of  thefe  people  which 
ibould  whoUy  obflrudl  their  reception  of  the 
truth  ?  Were  the  poor  of  Syria  and  Palefline, 
to  whom  Chrifl  and  his  apofUes  preached  the 
gofpel,  fo  much  fuperior  in  mental  accomplifh- 
ments  to  the  fagacious  Indian  and  the  honeft 
Negio?  This  will  not  fatisfy  an  impartial  in- 
quirer, who  knows  the  biftorical  fads,  and  who 
knows  farther  how  plain  and  fimple,and  how  hap* 
pily  adapted  to  thecompr^henfion  of  mankind  at 
large,  the  Chriftian  dodrine  is  in  its  fubilance,  e- 
ven  In  all  that  is  neceflary  to  falvation.  It  cer- 
tainly does  not  require  any  previous  proficiency 
in  arts  and  fciences,  to  underftand  that  God  is 
good,  and  to  love  him ;  to  own  Jefus  Cbrift  as 
a  fpiritual  Frince  and  Saviour ;  to  love  one  ano« 
C  thpr; 
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ther ;  to  be  htrmlefs  aed  patient  and  gentle ; 
to  have  pure  thoughts  and  kind  afFedions  ;  and 
in  fine,  to  receire  the  whole  inheritance  of 
faith,  hope,  and  charity.  I  thank  thee,  O  Fa- 
ther, faid  our  Lord,  that  thofe  things  which 
have  been  hid  from  thb  wife  and  prudent  acfe 
now  revealed  unto  babeii  It  is  true,  that  the 
full  elucidation  of  Chriftian  theology  is  a  wcurk 
fbr  the  fcholar  and  philofopher,  and  that  the 
hioft  profound  refearch  into  this  fubjed  will  be 
repaid  with  new  and  glorious  views  of  the  riches  of 
Divine  grace,  and  of  the  treafures  of  the  gofpel ; 
but  the  great  Ibes  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation 
are  plain  and  obviotis.  It  is  alfo  true,  that  if 
tl%  teachers  o£  Chriftianity  themfelves  miftake 
their  fubjed,  which  is  a  poffible  cafe,  under  the 
fedu&ion  of  any  falfe  philofophy ;  if  they  go 
to  the  Mififfippi,  or  to  the  Gambia,  with  a  fyf- 
ftem  of  metaphy  lies  in  their  hands,  inftead  of  the 
rational  and  attractive  theology  of  the  New 
Teftament,  they  will  find  that  the  natives  ar^ 
indeed  utterly  unprepared  to  attend  to  the  jar- 
gon which  is  offered  to  them  for  religioti,'and 
that  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible  to  make,  converts 
to  a  fcbeme  of  hard  words,  nics  diftindlions, 
and  the  quirks  which  European  divines  have 
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been  accuftoined  to  employ  in  their  fcholftftic 
or  fynodical  Ittigsilions. 

The  effential  excellence  of  the  Chrifttan  re« 
ligion  was  the  firft  and  leading  caufe  of  its  fuc« 
cefs  in  the  early  ageaj  it  was  fupported  and 
jaftified  before  the  Heathen  by  the  lives  of  the 
ChrtftianSy  and  by  the  charader  and  conduct  of 
the  teachers.  The  lives  of  the  early  Chriftians^ 
formed  an  experimental  argument  in  favour  of 
their  religbus  principles ;  and  a  moft  intereiling. 
^rgumeDt  it  muft  have  be^n,  when,  even  in  the 
third  century,  the  writers  in  defence  of  Chrif* 
tianity  were  able  to  lay  their  appeal  to  the  re- 
cords of  the  Roman  tribunals  in  fupport  of  their 
afiertion,  that  no  Chviftian  had  ever  been  brought 
before  the  imperial  judges  charged  with  any 
crime  except  hb  religion.  To  fuch  innocence 
in  civil  life  the  Chriftians  added  the  moil  cor« 
dial  attachment  to  each  other»  proved  by  the, 
daily  praftice  of  good  works.  This  however 
was  what  might  have  been  expe&ed  in  a  fet  of 
men  who  were  as  yet  the  minority  in  the-ranka 
of  ibciety,  and  who  were  treated  with  harflmefa 
and  indignity  by  the  ruling  powers :  And  their 
brotherly  kindnefs  within  the  pale  of  the 
church  is  Icfs  Airprifing  than  their  cbarit^r  to 
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ill  otber  men.  The  principle  of  benevolence^ 
which  they  learned  among  the  earlieft  and  the 
moil  facred  leflbns  in  the  fchool  of  ChriA,  led 
them  to  look  upon  every  man  as  a  neighbour,  e- 
ven  though  a  Pagan  or  an  infidel.  The  zeal 
for  good  works  which  glowed  in  their  bofoms 
rendered  them  all  ready  inftru£tors  of  others, 
and  advocates  for  their  religion  amidft  their  ci- 
vil tranfadbns  with  the  Heathen.  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  extending  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  was 
not  left  merely  to  a  few  ecclefiaftical  miffio* 
naries,  but  was  the  objed  of  the  faithful  at  large, 
as  far  as  the  influence  and  connedbns  of  each 
individual  refpe<5tively  extended. 

The  preibyters  of  the  church,  the  public 
teachers,  were  indeed  peculiarly  adive  in  ad- 
vancing the  progrefs  of  the  great  caufe,  and  the 
obvious  charaders  of  their  miniftry  were  favou- 
rable to  their  fuccefs.  They  had  no  felfifh  purpo- 
fes  to  ferve,  no  profeffional  ambition  to  be  grati- 
fied, by  extending  the  bounds  of  ecclefiaftical  do- 
minion ;  they  made  no  invafion  on  the  rights  of 
the  people,  no  allbciation  of  the  idea  of  converfion 
to  Chriftianity  with  that  of  fubjedion  to  a  new 
iacerdotal  authority  in  all  the  points  of  opinion, 
difcipline,  and  wodhip.  The  Chriftian  teach- 
ers 
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ers  were  as  humble  in  fpirit  as  they  were  zealous 
of  good  works ;  they  reafoned  on  the  fubjedof 
their  meflage  with  calmnefs,  good  temper*,  and 
kind  affedion :  with  nothing  of  that  pride  of  fyf- 
tern  which  fubftitutes  arrogance  for  reafoning ; 
which  commands  where  it  ought  to  perfuade ; 
and,  which,  in  the  impatience  of  oppofition,  calls 
for  fire  from  heaven  to  confume  the  gainfay* 
^rs,  inltead  of  acquainting  them  with  the  fpirit 
of  him  wh6  came  not  to  deftroy  but  to  fave. 

Chriftianity  then,  as  it  was  tendered  to  men 
in  the  early  ages,  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs.  At 
length  however,  it  incurred  a  great  and  lailing 
check.— We  are  now  to  confider, 

ll.  The  caufes  of  the  fufpenfion  of  its  pro- 
grefi.— — The  countenance  of  the  Imperial  go- 
vernment,  which  the  church  obtained  in  the 
reign  of  Ck)n{lantine,  was  naturally  calculated  to 
promote,  inftead  of  obilruding,  the  progrefs  of 
the  faith.  That  great  revolution,  however,  by 
which  the  church  was  brought  forward  from 
perfecution  andaffidion  to  vidtory  and  triumph, 
required  above  all  things  to  have  been  fbllowed 
out  in  the  exercife  of  prudence,  and  with  the  mofi: 
delicate  and  fcrupubus  attention  to  thjcrfe  prin- 
ciples 
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ttipJes  by  which  Chrill  and  his  apoftles  had  rt « 
gulpted  the  firft  movemS^ts  in  the  great  caufe. 
XJnhappily  the  early  Chrxftian  emperors  depart* 
ed  alike  from  prudence  and  from  evangelical 
principle  in  their  public  meafures  relatire  to 
Chriftianity.  Thefe  meafures  had  three  obje&s : 
To  oblige  their  Heathen  fubjefls  to  become 
Chriftians;  to  oblige  all  the  Chriftians  to  hold 
the  fame  opinions  in  fpeculatlve  fabjedVs;  and 
to  increafe  the  power  of  the  clergy. 

The  continued  purfuit  of  the&ends  for  fcTC^ 
ml  reigns  produced  effeds  which  were  decifire 
zpdi  fataL  The  Pagans^  perceiving  that  Chrifn 
tianity  was  become  the  road  to  preferment,  and 
finding  themfelves  firfl  fubjeded  to  di(abilities, 
and  afterwards  to  penalties,  iox  continuing  to 
w^fliip  the  gods  of  their  anceftors,  abandoned 
their  profeffion,  and  flocked  into  the  church  by 
hundreds  and  by  thoufands«  Their  converfion 
was  tiominal,  and  was  not  founded  on  convic- 
tion ;  they  retained  the  prejudices  of  their  fuper« 
ftition  unfubdued,  ioftead  of  throwing  them 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs.  They  could  not 
fee  the  kingdom  of  God  in  its  proper  charader, 
fi>r  they  were  not  bom  again  in  the  fpirit  of 
troth ;  they  came  not  as  little  childnn  under 

the 
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tbe  tuition  of  Chrift;  they  introduced  into  the 
church  itfelf  the  eflentkl  principles  of  Paga- 
nifm ;  by  their  numbers,  they  gave  to  thofe 
principles  a  footing  which  \^as  pennanekit,  and 
which  a  great  part  of  Chriftendom  has  not  tven 
yet  bten  aWe  ro  remove. 

The  terrible  influx  of  the  Pagans,  upon  the 
converfion  of  the  court,  corrupted  the  church : 
and  the  refolution  of  the  emperors  to  have  but 
one  religioA  among  their  fubjeds,  brought  un« 
fpeakable  detriment  to  the  caufe  which  they 
meaat  to  fupport.  The  other  two  objefts  of 
the  imperial  policy  were  not  mote  fortunate  in 
the  event  5  fo^,  in  endeavouring  by  the  fibular 
arm  to  compel  all  the  Chriftians  to  entertain  the 
fame  fpeculative  opinions  on  the  qu^ftions  then 
debated,  the  fovereigns  at  once  turned  free  dif-» 
cui&oh  into  cdntroveify  ani  ftrife ;  they  inflamed, 
inftead  of  extinguifhing  party  fpirit ;  they  formal* 
ly  divided  the  church  into  feds ;  they  entailed 
the  difputes  of  their  own  times  as  ah  inheritance 
rfforrotv  to  pofterity,ttnd  wtote  intolerance  over 
xkt  portal  of  the  houfe  of  God. 

Theelevation  of  thfe  clergy  to  power ^  by  which 
the  teachers  of  the  bumble  religion  of  Jefus 

were 


C    »4    ) 

were  transformed  into  an  ambitious  priefthood, 
was  the  creatbn  of  a  formidable  fupport  to  any 
fuperftitions  which  might  find  accefs  to  the 
churchy  and  at  the  fame  time  an  effedual  clog 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  faith 
in  new  regions.  Thus,  in  confequence  of  fatal 
indifcretion  in  the  meafures  of  the  court,  and  of 
a  fyftem  of  policy  erroneous  in  principle,  Chrif- 
tianity  fuffered  infinitely  more  mifchief  from 
Conftantine,  than  it  had  done  from  Diocletian ; 
and  received  wounds  from  the  hands  of  Theo- 
dofius,  fuch  as  Julian  could  never  have  inflided. 

The  mode  of  corruption  which  Chriftianity  ' 
experienced,  during  its  period  of  decline  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  confided  partly  in  an 
extenfion  of  the  ritual,  which  transformed  th« 
religion  in  its  obvious  charaders  from  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  heart,  to  a  pitiful  exhibition  of 
geftures,  forms,  and  pageantry ;  and  partly  in 
the  introdudion  of  dark  theories  imported  from 
the  academies  of  the  Egyptian  fophifts,  and  mis- 
led with  the  dodrine  of  the  gofpel,  as  alloy  and 
dtofs,  dcbafing  the  gold  of  the  fanduary.  By 
the  extended  ritual  and  the  myfticifm  together, 
the  beauty  and  authority  of  religion  as  a  pradi* 
cal  rule  was  loft,  the  adual  redemption  firom 
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Vice,  and  the  improvement  of  men  individually 
in  piety  and  holinefs,  for  which  the  Lord  of 
the  Chriflians  had  laboured  and  bled,  were  in 
effed  fet  afide,  and  fupplanted  by  new  contri- 
vances which  were  adopted  as  fubftitutes  for  c- 
temal  virtue.  From  all  this  it  followed,  that  to 
tender  to  a  new  nation  the  religion  as  now  alter- 
ed in  fubftance,  was  to  offer  fomething  elfe  than 
that  which  the  experience  of  three  centuries 
had  proved  to  be  calculated  for  fuccefs ;  it  was 
to  offer  fomething,  which  having  no  foundation 
in  human  nature,  no  fupport  from  right  reafon, 
no  accommodation  to  the  general  exigencies  of 
the  human  race,  could  not  fucceed ;  of  courfe 
it  did  not  fucceed ;  men  would  not  exchange  for 
it  the  opinions  and  rites  of  their  fathers,  and 
their  relu£lance  is  in  no  degree  furprifing. 

The  prefent  argument  places  us  on  ilrong 
ground  to  meet  a  prejudice  by  which  many 
fpeculative  and  fagacioiis  men  have  been  mif-^ 
led.  It  is,  That  fuperftition  is  neceffary  in  hu- 
man life:  That  fimple  and  rational  religion 
cannot  attrad  and  fix  the  bulk  of  mankind: 
That  either  pageantry  or  myfticifm,  or  both, 
mull  be  employed  to  keep  religion  afloat:  and, 
D  That 
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That  the  people  mud  in  fome  degree  be  de- 
ceived for  their  good. 

If  tbefe  maxims  were  well  founded^  thej 
would  prefent  a  more  humiliating  view  of  the 
nature  of  man  than  any  other  principles  in 
the  philofophy  of  our  fpecies,  for  they  imply 
that  prejudice  and  folly  are  adually  to  be  de- 
pended  on  as  the  guides  of  human  life,  and  not 
truth  and  reafon. 

Now,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  plan  of 
Jefus  Chrift  for  gaining  and  keeping  the  peo- 
ple, proceeded  on  principles  diredUy  oppofite 
to  thefe.  His  dodrine  in  the  fimple  majefty  of 
truth,  was  without  any  addition  or  fictitious  em- 
bellifliment  revealed  unto  babes ;  it  was  un- 
folded by  degrees  indeed,  as  they  were  able  to 
bear  it ;  but  in  no  cafe  was  it  contaminated  by 
the  fmalleft  particle  of  fuperftition,  folly,  or  de- 
ception. The  Entire  faimefs  of  the  gqfpel  dif- 
penfation,  as  one  dodlrine  given  alike  to  the  wife 
and  the  fimple,  was  its  charadter,  announced  in 
prophecy,  in  oppofition  to  the  double  dodrine  of 
the  philofophic  fchools ;  and  to  this  charader  Je- 
fus appealed :  Go  and  fhew  John,  faid  he,  the 
things  which  ye  fee  and  hear  j — the  blind  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  their  fight,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are 
raifed,  and  to  the  poor  the  gojpelis  preached. 

We  have  now  feen,  that  the  additions  of  fu* 
perftition  and  myftery  which  were  made  to  the 
Chriftian  doftrine  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  cen- 
turies, inftead  of  rendering  it  more  fit  to  attra(% 
the  afFedtions  of  mankind,  as  the  priefts  vainly 
and  ignorantly  imagined,  arretted  its  progrefs, 
aflfedled  the  body  of  the  church  as  with  a  mor- 
tal palfy,  and  left  mankind  to  wonder  as  much 
at  its  imbecillity  after  that  period,  as  they 
had  admired  its  ilrength  before  it  was  thus  dif- 
eafed. 

The  removal  of  the  prejudice  now  under 
difcuflion  is  a  matter  of  confequence  to  man- 
kind, I  mean  therefore  farther  to  expofe  it  by 
ftating,  that  in  various  ages  and  countries  the 
men  who  have  endeavoured  to  fimplify  religion, 
and  to  throw  oflf  fuperftition,  have  been  fupport- 
ed  by  the  multitude,  while  there  is  no  inftance 
in  which  the  people  have  freely  confented  to 
exchange  a  fimple  faith  for  a  complicated  and 
fuperftitious  ritual.  It  is  only  by  gradual  fteps 
that  fuperftition  has  ever  gained  ground ;  it  is 
an  unnatural  ftate  of  the  human  mind :  Men 

have 
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have  been  cheated  into  fuperftition.  So  far 
from  being  cheriftied  by  the  people  for  its  own 
fake,  they  have  on  every  opportunity  manifefted 
the  eagernefs  of  impatience  to  throw  it  off*;  and 
unlefs  when  held  back  by  the  force  of  the  ci- 
vil ?irm,  they  have  flocked  around  every  refor- 
mer who  would  venture  to  pronounce  that  their 
fuperftition  was  all  folly,  and  who  would  treat 
them  as  reafonable  creatures,  by  uttering  a  few 
plain  truths,  of  which  their  own  underfiandings 
and  confciences  could  form  a  judgement. 

When  Zoroafter  undertook  to  reform  the 
religion  of  Perfia,  and,  inoppofltion  to^^the  lead- 
ers of  the  Magi,  reftored  to  the  popular  fiuth 
the  doftrine  of  the  Eternal  One,  the  Source  of 
exillence  and  of  glory,  the  Superior  of  the  An- 
gel of  Good  and  the  Angel  of  Evil,  the  joint  mi- 
nifters  of  Providence  :  when  he  reftrided  the 
worfliip  of  his  followers  to  the  good  beings  on- 
ly, and  taught  that  the  dead  fhould  be  judged 
in  equity,  inftead  of  being  flaked  in  the  lottery 
of  fate  according  to  the  predominance  of  the 
good  or  the  evil  being ;  he  had^nothing  to  fup- 
port  him  but  the  fuperiority  of  his  fyftem  in 
its  plainer  accommodation  to  the  unfophifticat- 
cd  dictates  of  the  mind  j  yet  he  was  fuccefsful, 

and 
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and  the  effeAs  of  his  reformation  are  not  to 
to  this  day  wholly  loft  in  Perfia. 

When  Confucius,  in  whofe  family  the  patri- 
archal traditions  had  fortunately  been  preferved 
in  confiderable  purity,  perceived  with  forrow 
the  degeneracy  of  China,  he  fpoke  to  his 
countrymen  as  a  philofopher  and  a  reformer;  he 
claimed  no  divine  commiffion  ;  he  declared  that 
his  doftrine  was  not  his  own,  but  that  of  the 
ancients,  handed  down  by  tradition :  he  was 
liftened  to  with  avidity  wherever  he  went; 
whole  provinces  declared  their  converfion ;  and 
his  fyftem,  which  confifted  in  the  fimple  wor- 
Ihip  of  the  God  of  heaven,  and  the  pradice  of 
moral  virtue,  became  predominant  for  &ges  in 
the  empire. 

Let  us  attend  to  the  fads  in  the  Chriftian 
hiftory  which  naturally  bear  refped  to  the  fame 
argument.  During  the  long  period  in  which 
fuperftition  had  fixed  its  throne  on  the/ ruins  of 
Chriftianity  before  the  Reformation,  the  people 
felt  the  weight  of  their  oppreffion ;  they  groan- 
ed under  it,  though  they  durft  not  complain ; 
they  turned  a  wiftiful  eye  on  every  fide,  looking 
for  deliverance.     Eagerly  did  they  Men  to  eve- 
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ty  voice  which  ventured  to  fpeak  of  reafon  and 
fpiritual  liberty,  and  were  ready  to  throw  down 
their  burdens  and  to  obey  the  call  which  accord* 
ed  with  the  genuine  tones  of  nature.  ^  The 
Waldenfes  in  Italy  and  Spain,  the  Albigenfes 
in  France,  the  followers  of  Hufs  in  Germany, 
and  of  Wicklifie  in  England,  all  of  whom  aim- 
ed at  the  rejedlion  of  fuperftition,  and  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  truth  in  fimplicity,  were  on  po-* 
pular  ground ;  they  poflefled  the  refped  and 
received  the  bleflings  rf  the  people  in  the  ages 
and  countries  in  which  they  appeared;  they 
failed  merely  becaufe  they  were  borne  down  by 
force,  and  maflacred  by  the  troops  which  the  in- 
terefted  patrons  of  fuperftition  armed  againft 
them.  The  truth  had  foul  play,  otherwife  it 
would  have  prevailed.  The  Chriftian  people 
had  been  at  firft  cheated  into  fuperftition,  and 
they  were  held  in  it  only  by  fraud  and  by 
force. 

The  Reformation,  for  which  the  people  had 
groaned  for  ages,  was  at  laft  brought  forward 
with  fuccefs  in  Germany  and  in  Switzerland. 
The  caufe  was  popular  beyond  precedent ;  from 
province  to  province,  and  from  kingdom  to  king- 
dom, it  fpread  its  influence  like  the  fun  beams 

6f 
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of  morning  after  a  long  night  of  gloom.  From 
the  dreams  of  delufien  and  terror,  the  Chriftian 
man  awoke,  he  gave  thanks  unto  God  who  had 
faid,  Let  there  be  light. 

The  Reformation,  which,  fpurning  fuper- 
ftition,  reverted  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel 
in  faith  and  worlhip,  was  for  that  very  reafon 
gladly  embraced  by  the  people ;  mankind  na- 
turally love  the  plain  truth,  and  in  their  hearts 
defpife  the  myftical  chicane,  or  the  ceremonial 
evolutions  by  which  they  are  enflaved.  The 
Reformers  were  revered  as  the  friends  of  the 
human  race.  Their  fuccefs  was  great ;  and  if 
the  caufe  had  been  left  to  the  fair  decifion  of 
mankind  individually,  and  to  the  effefl  of  free 
difcuffion,  all  Europe  would  have  regenerat- 
ed its  creed  and  its  worfhip  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years;  but  there  were  various  interefts  necef- 
farily  confederated  and  arrayed  againft  it.  The 
Pharifees,  the  Sadducees,  and  the  Herodians 
of  the  age,  with  the  Chief  Priefts  and  Scribes, 
thefe  triifty  battalions  which  compofe  the  (land, 
ing  army  of  fpiritual  ufurpation,  refilled  its  pro- 
grefs  from  obvious  motives.  It  was  force  alone 
exerted  or  menaced  againft  the  people  which 
checked  their  growing  inclination,  prevented 
the  general  fuccefs,  and  reftri^ed  the  Refor-* 
mation  to  a  few  countries  of  Europe. 

From 
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From  the  whole  dedudtion  which  has  now 
been  made,  it  appears,  that  fuperftition  is  ufe- 
lefs ;  that  truth  and  reafon  are  alone  to  be  de^ 
pended  on  in  giving  a  regular  and  fafe  determi- 
nation to  human  adions ;  and  that  the  idea  of 
managing  mankind  by  means  of  prejudices  and 
by  arts j>f  deception  is  falfe  philofophy,  as  un- 
wife  as  it  is  immoral. 

That  fuperftition  when  admitted  in  any  ex- 
tent within  the  Chriftian  church,  muft  necefla* 
rily  produce  the  confequence  of  arrefting  the 
progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  admits  of  being  proved  a 
priori^  from  the  genius  of  the  doArine  of  the 
New  Teftament,  without  the  indudUon  which 
eccleliaftical  hiftory  affords. 

The  plain  and  open  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  fyf- 
ftem,  the  application  to  the  natural  imprei&ons 
and  to  the  good  fenfe  of  mankind,  which  was  in- 
variably made  by  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles,  were 
eflential  circumftances  (as  has  been  already 
fliewn)  of  the  univerfal  charadcr  attributed  to 
the  religion  in  its  original  fabric.  Befides  the 
confiderations  which  ftiew  the  impoffibility  of 
rendering  any  ipode  of  fuperftition  univerfal,  it 
is  remarkable  that  precautions  were  taken  in 

the 
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the  very  firft  arrangements  of  the  Chriftian  fyf- 
tem,  to  impede  its  progrefs  under  the  contingent 
circumftance  of  its  corruption,  and  to  prevent 
the  vifible  church  from  going  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  real  church,  which  is  according  to 
limplicity  and  truth*  The  cares  of  our  Lord 
to  fecure  this  obje£t,  account  for  a  ftriking  cir* 
cumftance  in  his  hiftory,  a  fhynefs  to  admit  a- 
tnong  his  followers  many  who  offered  to  Ihare 
.his  fortunes*  It  was  becaufe  they  only  wiflied 
to  ihare  his  fortunes  in  the  expeded  dominion, 
and  not  to  follow  him  in  his  humility  and  con- 
tempt of  the  world,  that  he  declined  their  atten- 
dance until  they  Ihould  come  to  him  upon  his 
own  terms.  The  condud  of  Providence  towards 
the  Jewifli  nation,  in  various  parts  of  the  New 
Teftament  hiftory,  manifefts  an  unremitted  at- 
tention to  the  fame  principle ;  that  the  caufe 
Ihould  be  preferved  pure,  at  leaft  in  its  progrefs ; 
and  that  it  (hould  not  be  tendered  to  the  Gen- 
tiles mixed  with  any  portion  of  Jewifli  pre- 
judice or  of  ufelefs  ceremonies. 

The  care  of  Providence  has  been  exerted  over 

the  Chriftian  church   in  all  ages  to  the  fame 

purpofe.     Men  may  by  degrees  corrupt  Chrif- 

tianity  where  it  is,  but  they  ihall  not  propagate 

E  it 
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it  in  this  ftate :  they  (hall  not  fprcad  error  over 
the  earth  in  the  name  of  Chrift  :  they  (hall  not 
give  to  the  Gentiles  an  inftiture  of  pageantry 
and  myfticifm,  calling  it  Chriftianity ;  they 
may  offer  it  if  they  will,  but  Providence  in  its 
general  condud  (hews  that  the  Gentiles  will  not 
accept  it. 

The  only  exceptions  which  appear  in  hiftory 
to  thefe  obfervations,  occurred  in  feme  of  the 
northern  nations  of  Europe,  to  whom  the 
religion  reached  after  the  growth  of  the  corrup* 
tion;  but  there  were  in  thefe  cafes  fuch  ftrong 
peculiarities  of  fituation  as  fully  account  for  the 
facts,  without  weakening  the  force  of  the  gene- 
ral rule,  which  (lands  confirmed  by  the  ftated  ex- 
perience of  the  world. 

AnK)ng  the  circumftances  of  the  grand  cor- 
ruption which  have  been  mod  vifibly  calculated 
to  obftrudl  the  progrefs  of  the  faith  in  new  lands, 
confiderable  ftrefs  is  to^bc  laid  on*  the  errors  and 
vices  of  the  priefts,  efpecially  in  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fyftem.  They  have  erred  •  in  laying 
claims  to  power  and  revenue  on  Divine  Right, 
and  in  fo  conneding  Chridianity  with  profedio- 
nal  ambition  as  to  excite  in  the  civil  rulers  of 

the 
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the  unconverted  nations  a  rea(bnable  jealoufy, 
and  an  alarm  at  the  high  demands  of  a  body  of 
eccleliaftical  leaders,  lords  of  the  people's  faith, 
by  whofe  confederated  hoftility  the  ftate  might 
be  endangered,  or  whofe  alliance  it  might  be  re- 
duced to  folicit.  The  teachers  have  further  er- 
red againil  thefuccefs  of  the  great  caufe,  in  their 
ftrife  of  opinions  among  themfelves,  when  in 
their  impatience  of  contradidion  they  have  ar- 
rayed their  anathemas  as  the  guards  of  abftradl 
propofitions,  and  have  given  a  fword  inftead  of 
peace  to  the  earth.  Too  often  in  various  ages 
have  they  been  feen  to  pafs  their  own  unchari- 
tablenefs  for  religious  principle ;  toconfecrate  in 
the  name  of  God  the  rancour  and  antipathies 
which  have  been  infpired  by  the  jealoufy  of  do- 
minion and  the  pride  of  party ;  and  to  exhi- 
bit themfelves  to  the  world  as  the  patrons  of 
intolerance.  Among  the  Chriflian  priefts,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  orders,  of  the  tears,  and  of  the  blood 
of  their  Matter,  was  that  foul  fpirit  generated  ; 
and  in  their  councils  it  was  nurfed.  They  have 
polluted  the  iandluary  by  human  facrifices,  and 
(till  wifhing  to  infiicl  more  than  temporal  ven- 
geance, they  have  wrought  a  fatal  prejudice  a- 
gainil  the  caufc  of  the  Redeemer,  by  pretending 

to 
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to  exclude  from,  eternal  mercy  the  whole  body 
of  Heathens,  heretics,  and  the  members  of  eve*, 
ry  rival  church  and  feft  j  by  fcattering  curfes 
around  them  where  they  were  commanded  to 
blefs;  and  giving  the  Heathens  room  tofufpec^ 
that  the  Chriftian  fyftem  itfelf  is  a  gloomy, 
wrathful  and  vindictive  fcheme,  inftead  of  a  co- 
venant of  grace. 

III.  Let  us  confider  the  prefent  afped  of  the 

Chriftian  world. Although  a  ferious  man,  in 

meditating  on  the  ftate  of  the  church  on  earth, 
will  fee  many  things  to  deplore,  yet  when  be 
takes  into  view  the  leading  features  of  the  times* 
he  will  be  able  to  difcern  the  caufes  in  their  full 
operation,  which  feem  deftined  to  bring  forward 
the  feafon  of  ultimate  fucccfs  to  the  Chriftiau 
religion. 

ly?,  Learning  is  wholly  and  exclufively  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  Chriftian  nations.  It  revived  a- 
mong  them  after  the  long  darknefs  of  the  mid-, 
die  ages ;  it  taught  the  Reformers  to  fulfil  and 
to  defend  their  work :  and  learning  in  its  turn  de- 
rived from  the  Reformation  an  eftablifhed  footing 
in  Europe,  through  the  ardour  and  the  freedom 
of  enquiry  which  that  great  event  nourifhed  iq 

the 
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tlie  human  mind.  For  above  two  centuries  and  an 
half  it  has  advanced  with  a  rapidity  which  has 
been  uniformly  accelerated  ;  it  has  not  only  ad- 
ded fplendour  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, but  has  made  an  impreffion  upon  the  re- 
gions of  Popery,  where  its  efFeds  mud  and  will 
be  decilive  in  the  fubverlion  of  that  fuperftition. 
Learning  gives  to  the  Chriftian  nations  a  mark- 
ed fuperiority  of  charader  which  the  Heathen 
mud  feel  and  refpedl ;  it  forms  the  means  by 
which  Chriftianity  itfelf  becomes  better  under- 
ilood,  by  which  it  is  feparated  from  the  foUie? 
which  have  been  attached  to  it,  and  by  which 
the  genuine  beauty  of  fcripture  is  unfolded  to 
the  world.     ^ 

2rf,  The  Chriftians  are  improving  in  the  ar-* 
tide  of  forbearance.  The  tempers  of  men,  in 
refpe^l  to  religious  differences  are  mitigated. 
The  Spirit  of  perfecution,  the  Demon  of  intole- 
rance, which  is  the  Man  of  fin,  is  enfeebled, 
God  grant  that  it  may  never  again  obtain  pow-  . 
er  to  ftain  the  countenance  of  the  blefled  Jefus, 
to  expofe  him  in  a  purple  robe,  and  to  put  him  to 
open  fliame.  Would  to  God  we  could  fay,  that 
in  this  nation  at  lead,  favoured  as  it  has  h^tti^ 
pf  heaven,  the  fpirit  of  Antichrift  is  extinft. 

But 
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But  our  lips  muft  here  be  clofed,  under  the  humi- 
liating recoUedion  of  the  fcenes  c^  violence 
which  were  exhibited  in  London  and  in  Edin- 
burgh in  the  year  1780,  by  perfons  pretending 
to  fupport  the  Proteftant  intereft,  feven  while  they 
were  borrowing  from  Popery  its  worft  attribute, 
incurring  the  guilt  df  perfecution,  and  tarni(h- 
ing  the  bell  honours  of  the  Reformation.  ^*  How 
*'  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  fhall  the  image  of 
**  the  beaft  yet  fpeak  ?  and  has  its  deadly  wound 
**'  been  healed  ?''  Chriftianity  has  received  anew 
aiTront,  and  we  muft  yet  blu(h  in  filence  under 
the  recent  recolledion  of  the  fcenes  at  Birming- 
ham and  its  neighbourhood  within  thefe  two 
years,  where  fierce  incendiaries  aflumed  the 
charadler  of  Churchmen,  and  abufed  the  venera* 
ble  fabric  of  the  Englifh  eftablifhment,  by  pre* 
tending  that  its  honour  and  intereft  were  their 
motives  for  applying  firebrands  to  the  houfes 
and  property  of  the  Diflenters.  This  is  indeed 
facrilege ;  to  rob  the  church,  not  of  its  lilver,  its 
gold,  or  its  veftments  ;  but  to  rob  the  church  of 
its  honour  and  glory,  and  of  the  charter  of  its 
Chriftianity,  by  committing  violence  and  perfc- 
cution  in  its  name, 

•     Notwithftaoding 
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Notwithftanding  fome  inftances  fuch  a$  th^fe 
now  mentioned,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
old  leaven  is  not  wholly  put  away,  it  is  certain 
that  in  refpecl  of  forbearance  there  is  a  fenfiblc 
improvement  of  the  Chriftian  world :  and  there  Is 
reafon  to  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  diftant 
\irhen  there  (hall  be  no  more  fuffering  for  con* 
fcience  fake,  and,  when  m^en  ihall  not  hurt  nor 
dellroy  in  the  holy  mountain  of  God« 

3rf,  The  commerce  of  the  world  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chriftian  nations.  The  commer- 
cial fyftem  in  modern  times  has  rifen  to  a  mag- 
nitude which  is  without  precedent  in  the  hifto* 
Ty  of  human  affairs.  It  is  a  new  operative  pow- 
er introduced  into  the  fcherae  of  providence^ 
and  is  obvioufly  capable  of  producing  great  ef- 
fects. Under  the  influence  of  this  fyftem,  the 
Chriftians  traverfe  every  fea,  vifit  every  ifland, 
and  explore  every  continent.  No  people  nor 
tribe  are  fo  obfcure  as  not  to  be  in  fome  degrfee 
affeded  by  their  operations,  or  brought  within 
the  fphere  of  their  influence.  The  Chriftians 
themfelves  are  ftationed  in  numbers  on  every 
ihore,  and  pofted  near  the  Heathen  in  all  hia 
dwellings. 

The 
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TIicJ  preparations  are  vifibly  in  forwardnefs ; 
they  are  advanced  }  it  requires  only  that  the 
Chriilians  fliould  do  their  duty^  and  the  great 
work  will  be  accompliihed* 

Wherefore  then  is  nothing  done  ?  Attempts 
liave  been  often  made  both  by  Catholics  and  by 
Proteftants,  every  one  of  which  has  totally  failed^ 
and  ended  in  nothing.  The  Hindoo  and 
Chinefe,  in  the  bofom  of  civilization,  have  been 
as  inflescible  to  the  efforts  of  a  thoufand  mif- 
fionaries^as  the  African  or  American.  The  Ca- 
tholics have  carried  the  fcheme  of  miifions  to 
the  greatefl  extent^  they  have  been  indefatiga- 
ble in  the  work«  and  have  turned  their  attention 
to  every  land  j  never  was  fo  much  labour  loft  as 
in  this  cafe.  Why  will  not  the  nations  liften  ? 
Becaufc  God  has  given  reafon  to  them  all.  Will 
the  American  Indian  obey  the  ftranger  who  bids 
him  give  up  his  fimple  adoration  of  the  great 
Spirit,  to  repeat  words  in  an  unknown  tongue 
before  a  pifture  or  over  a  ftring  of  beads  ?— -Will 
the  Chinefe  renounce  the  inftitutions  of  Confu- 
cius, to  commit  his  foul  and  confcience  to  the 
cuftody  of  an  Italian  prieft  and  his  emiifaries, 
and  give  up  his  underftanding  to  be  confounded 
with  fiditious  duties  and  ficlitious  fms  ?— Will 

the 
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the  Hindoo  abandon  the  Divine  Being,  whom 
he  reveres  under  the  threefold  charafter  of  the 
Creator,  the  Preferver,  and  the  Deftroyer,  to 
bow  the  knee  to  St  Antony,  St  Francis,  and  St 
Dominic ;  to  fubmit  to  a  fantaftic  ritual  addref* 
fed  to  a  whole  hoft  of  dead  men  and  women  of 
the  weftern  nations  ?  The  undertaking  of  thefe 
Iniffionaries  is  defperate  in  its  own  nature ;  it 
cannot  fucceed  any  where. 

The  miffionsfrom  the  Proteftant  churches  pre- 
fent  a  different  afpedt.  They  rejeft  the  whole 
apparatus  on  which  the  Catholics  lay  the  ftrefs 
of  religion,  yet  neither  have  they  fucceeded  at 
all.  The  fad  muft  not  be  difguifed,  they  have 
totally  failed.  For  this  there  may  be  various  rea- 
fons.  Perhaps  the  miffionaries  are  incapable 
men  ;  perhaps  they  teach  on  a  different  princi- 
ple from  that  which  marked  Chriftian  inftruc- 
tion  in  the  days  of  its  progrefs ;  perhaps  it  is 
their  objeft  to  procure  followers  to  a  fed,  in- 
inftead  of  converts  to  a  religion  j  miftaking 
the  peculiarities  of  their  own  party,  whatever  it 
is,  for  the  effence  of  Chriftianity,  and  teaching 
thefe  as  the  leading  objeds  of  their  million.  If 
thefe  things  are  fo,  if  they  deliver  any  thing  lo- 
cal, partial,  and  unreafonable,  or  produce  any  of 
F  the 
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the  dark  and  intricate  theories  of  fcholaftic  di- 
vinity, inftead  of  the  plain  dodrine  of  the  New 
Teflament,  they  mud  fail. 

Chtiftianity,  that  it  may  advance^  muit  be  pre- 
ferved  in  its  characters  of  univerfality ;  we  may 
add,  that  it  muft  alfo  be  feen  in  its  regenerating 
power ;  and  that,  in  this  refpeA,  we  can  trace  a 
decifive  obftacle  to  thejfuccefs  of  the  miflions,  in 
the  vices  of  the  Chriftian  people.  Let  the  mif- 
fionary  (hew  with  both  underilanding  and  fer- 
vour, that  Chriftianity  teaches  men  to  live  fo- 
bcrly  in  the  world ;  is  he  likely  to  be  credited, 
when  the  Indian  can  reply,  that  the  men  of 
his  nation  were  temperate  imtil  the  Chriftians 
came  to  corrupt  them ;  that  thefe  ftrangers  have 
brought  among  them  the  means  and  the  habits 
of  intemperance,  and  are  profligate  in  their 
manners  beyond  any  example  known  in  favage 
life  ?  Would  the  teacher  (hew  that  the  Chrif- 
tian law  requires  men  to  live  godly  in  the  worlds 
the  Pagan  will  here  alfo  be  incredulous;  he  fees 
the  Europeans  whom  the  bufinefs  of  war  or  of 
commerce  has  brought  upon  his  coaft,  living 
without  God  in  the  world,  difregarding  religious 
ordinances,  and  only  ufing  the  name  of  God  in 
curfing  and  profanity.  Let  the  miflionary  alfo 
whifper,  that  Chriftianity  teaches  men  to  live 
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rightedufly  in  the  world ;  but  where  has  he  the 
face  to  fayfo?  Is  it  to  the  tribes  of  America, 
where  the  firft  fteps  of  the  Europeans  were 
marked  with  rapine  and  bloodfhed;  whei;e,  by  a 
great  and  regular  fjftem  of  unrighteoufnefs,  the 
natives  are  yearly  robbed  of  frelh  tradls  of  their 
land,  and  are  driven  from  valley  to  valley,  and 
from  river  to  river : .  and  where  the  white  men 
in  every  tranfaftion  ftudy  to  cheat  their  red 
brethren,  the  men  of  the  woods  ?  Is  it  in  Africa 
that  the  miffionary  would  fpeakof  righteoufnefs 
as  the  law  of  the  Ohriftians  ?  perhaps  the  na- 
tive might  reply :  "  When  I  was  a  child,  I 
••  heard  of  the  Chriftians,  1  have  known  them 
"  in  riper  years,  and  my  opinion  of  their  prin- 
"  ciples  is  not  likely  to  alter :  for  from  them 
**  my  heart  received  its  firft  wound,  and  now 
**  they  have  broken  it.  My  father  was  bring* 
"  iug  water  to  us  from  the  brook  when  the 
"  Chriftians  fell  upon  him.  They  fprung  from 
•*  the  thicket,  like  the  tyger  on  his  prey  ;  they 
**  beat  him  to  the  ground  with  clubs,  they  chain- 
*'  ed  him  down  in  a  canoe,  and  bore  him  ofFin* 
**  to  flavery.  In  my  youth  they  made  me  drink 
"  of  affli6Uon,  but  now  in  my  age  its  waters 
''  have  overwhelmed  me.  I  was  at  a  diftance 
*'  from  my  home,  when  the  Chriftians  and  their 
**  menhunters  but  two  moons  ago  made  war,  as 
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'*  they  call  it ,  in  our  valley :  at  the  dead  of 
•*  night  they  befet  the  village,  they  fet  fire 
••  to  the  houfes,  they  feized  the  flying  fami- 
''  lies ;  and  among  the  reft,  my  wife,  my 
**  only  fon,  and  my  infant  daughter  were  car- 
**  ried  off,  and  are  now  on  the  ocean,  faftened 
"  to  bolts  of  iron  in  your  (hips,  never  to  know 
•*  reft  or  peace  until  the  grave  Ihall  become 
••  their  refuge  from  the  Chriftians.  Chriftians, 
•*  your  (hips  are  red  with  innocent  blood ;  ye 
•*  make  merchandife  of  the  fouls  of  men ;  your 
**  crimes  hold  Africa  in  ruins ;  the  broken  fami- 
"  lies  of  its  natives  appeal  to  God  againft  youj 
"  it  is  you  who  deftroy  our  morals  and  our 
**  comfort  together;  it  is  you  who  fpread  trea- 
•*  chery,  cruelty,  defpair  and  heartbreak  over 
•♦  a  whole  continent.  Until  the  Chriftians  a- 
"  bandon  this  monftrous  fyftcm  of  outrage, 
"  Africa  will  never  become  Chriftian." 

The  manners  cf  the  Chriftians  at  large  have 
an  eflential  connexion  with  the  credit  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  Chriftianity  in  the  world.  A  great  work 
is  to  be  done  before  it  can  go  farther ;  the  ge- 
neral reformation  pf  the  Chriftians  themfelves. 
Vice  and  fuperftition  muft  fall ;  there  muft  be  a 
turning  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  and  alio  a 
turning  from  darknefs  to  light. 

To 
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To  efFcdl  an  improvement  in  the  morals  of 
the  Chriftians  at  large,  correfponding  to  the 
improvements  which  they  have  made  and  are 
daily  making  in  fcience,  literature,  and  arts, 
may  feem  to  be  a  problem  of  peculiar  difficul- 
ty ;  it  is  fo  no  doubt,  but  it  is  not  defperate* 
We  know  that  at  one  period  Chrillians  did  a- 
dorn  their  dodrine,  and  in  general  lived  as  be- 
came them.  The  work  is  poflible  then  ;  the 
New  Tellament  is  ftill  as  capable  as  ever  to 
difplay  its  regenerating  power;  and  the  Spirit 
in  the  iNew  Teftament  has  (hewn  us  that  it  fliall 
difplay  this  power,^and  (hall  then  prevail.  For 
the  approach  of  that  feafon  means  are  to  be 
ufed :  parents  may  do  much ;  teachers  of  youth 
may  work  with  benefit ;  minifters  of  religfon 
may  unfold  the  fcripturcs  in  their  genuine  and 
effedive  charadler ;  civil  rulers  may  encourage 
the  progrefs  of  liberal  knowledge,  or  at  leaft  per- 
mit mankind  to  improve. 

The  removal  of  fuperftition,  which  mufl  ei^ 
ther  precede  or  attend  any  moral  improvements 
in  the  Chriftian  world,  is  to  be  conduced  with 
delicacy  and  wifdom,  though  it  is  certain  that 
it  may  be  effcded  completely  and  with  entire 
iafety,aswellas  with  infinite  benefit  in  therefult^ 
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provided  only  that  no  force  or  influence  fhall 
ever  be  ufed  in  this  cafe,  but  the  influence  of 
reafon  and  the  force  of  truth. 

An  opinbn  of  the  ftrength  of  fuperftition  has 
been  without  due  examination  adopted  by  fome 
fpeculative  men.  The  experience  of  the  world, 
in  numberlefs  inftances,  fome  of  which  have 
been  brought  forward  in  this  difcourfe,  ihews 
that  the  opinion  is  a  miftake.  Superftition  is 
not  ftrong;  it  is  founded,  not  in  nature,  but  in 
impofition ;  in  founds  without  fenfe,  in  cere- 
monies without  moral  worth,  and  in  authori- 
rities  of  men  who  lived  in  darker  ages,  and 
whofe  opinion  or  advice  in  any  ordinary  concern 
would  be  deemed  of  no  confequence  whatever. 
Superftition  as  an  operative  power  in  human  af- 
fairs, is  a  clumfy  machine,  requiring  all  the 
props  of  interefted  art  to  fuftain  it,  and  to  pre* 
vent  it  from  breaking  down  by  its  own  weight* 
Kidicule  can  deftroy  it;  fophiftry  can  fubvertit; 
at  the  touch  of  philofophy  it  will  vanifli. 

True  religion  on  the  contrary,  poflefles  a 
ftrength  which  is  efiedive  and  durable.  It  is 
principle,  it  is  fentiment,  it  is  explicit  and  perfo« 
nal    convidion.     Againft   it  ridicule  has  no 

point. 
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point;  in  its  prefence  fophiilry  i&filent,  and  to. 
its  worth  philofophy  bears  witnefs. 

But  is  there  no  danger  that  in  letting  go  Ai* 
perdition » true  religion  may  fall  with  it?    The 
fubjeds  have  been  conneded,  and  even  the  two 
ideas  aflbciated  for  ages.    There  is  force  in  the 
obfervation,  in  fo  far  as  it  fuggefts  that  the  mea- 
fures  which  are  adopted  to  deliver  the  church 
from  fuperftition  ought  to  be  chara&erifed  by 
prudence,    by  gentlenefs,    and    by  charity ; 
That  the  work  is  to  be  entrufted  to  the  opera* 
tion  of  reafon,  fet  free  on  every  fide  from  re- 
firaint  and  fear ;  and  that  truth  fliould  have 
fair  play  under  the  facred  (hade  of  entire  and  u- 
niverfal  forbearance.  But  the  flate  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  intereft  does  not  permit  it  to  remain  in 
queftion  whether  fuperftition  ihould  be  prefer* 
ved  on  account  of  any  hazards  real  or  fuppofed 
attending  its  removal,  for  it  will  not  now  be 
fpared,  it  will  fall,  no  human  hands  can  bear  it 
up  much  longer.     Superftition,  while  it  has  (hut 
out  the  glories  of  true  religion  from  the  view  of 
man,  has  from  the  horrors  of  its  darknefs  genera- 
ted a  monfler  which  threatens  to  tear  it  in  pieces : 
even  as  fin  produced  death  to  beeome  its  def- 
troyer,  fo  fuperftition  hath  brought  forth  infide- 
lity. 
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Bty,  and  is  dready  fmitten  by  its  oflfspring. 
The  queflioQ  now  for  the  Chriflian  nations  to 
confider,  is,  whether  infidelity  which  the  intole- 
rance of  the  Popifli  fyftem  has  foftered,  or 
genuine  Chriftianity  which  is  nurfed  by  reli- 
gious freedom,  is  to  become  the  conqueror  of  fu- 
perflition  and  to  reign  in  its  (lead.  The  dan- 
ger in  the  cafe  is,  that  infidelity  may  become 
fuccefsfiil,  or  may  fhare  too  widely  in  the  con- 
quell.  ITiis  is  an  event  on  which  philofophy 
had  not  reckoned,  and  of  which  men  were  not  a- 
ware,  until  of  late  that  it  has  been  exhibited 
with:  its  mod  dreadful  confequences.  At  the 
Reformation,  when  the  Catholic  fuperftition  re- 
ceived its  firft  great  (hock,  this  danger  was  hap- 
pily avoided ;  The  Reformers  were  men  of  pie- 
ty and  of  found  views  :  and  while  they  day  by 
day  threw  oflTfrom  the  Chriflian  church  large 
portions  of  the  rubbilh  which  had  been  accumu- 
lating for  ages,  they  became  ftill  the  more  at- 
tached to  the  original  fabric,  and  the  more  fen** 
fible  of  its  dignity  and  perfedion. 

If  in  any  cafe  matters  (hould  be  conduced  on 
oppofite  principles,  if  the  tranfition  (hould  be 
made  from  fuperftition  to  infidelity,  the  event 
muft  be  deplorable;  civil fociety  muft  be  torn  in 
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pieces :   for  even  humanity  would  be  gone,  and 
without  a  fubftitute. 

To  illuftrate  this  point,  let  it  be  confidered 
that  fuperftition  itfelf  is  an  aukward  fubftitution 
of  certain  trifling  things,  inftead  of  moral  vir- 
tue ;  and  of  principles  fierce  and  overbearing, 
inftead  of  a  reafonable  faith :  that  it  abounds  with 
obligations  fuch  as  they  are  ;  that  it  holds  man- 
kind quiet  through  fear  ;  but  has  no  humanity 
in  its  fyftem,  and  has  a  tendency  to  reprefs  ge- 
nerofity  and  mercy  in  the  fpirits  of  men.  When 
therefore  fuperftition  has  done  its  work  in  fix- 
ing a  national  character,  and  has  rendered  the 
tempers  of  men  furly,  ferocious,  or  fanguinary  ; 
if  infidelity  ftiall  then  come  forward,  and  with- 
out correding  the  evil,  (hall  cut  afunder  all  the 
remaining  bonds  and  checks  of  obligation,  and 
fet  fociety  adrift  in  this  ftate  of  its  defolation,  all 
is  loft  :  the  people  to  whom  this  happens  are  in. 
moral  ruin.  Superftition  has  firftdeftroyed  huma- 
nity, and  when  itfelf  is  deft  roy  ed ,  not  by  principle, 
but  by  want  of  principle,  there  remains  not  even  a 
feeling  which  can  ftay  the  hand  of  violeiice  or 
mitigate  the  lot  of  manjcind.  A  great  neigh- 
bouring nation  has  experienced  this  cataftrophe; 
it  is  the  firft  inftance  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
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ind  it  has  been  incurred  by  tbe  blitid  policy 
wlrich  induced  its  rulers  to  refift  the  progreis  of 
th6  Reformation,  and  to  crufli  by  a  long  feries 
of  oppreffion  tbofe  Huguenots,  who  by  reafoning 
and  good  fenfe  alone  would  have  fupplanted 
the  fuperftition  by  degrees,  and  gained  over  the 
people  to  a  purer  faith  and  better  princif^es. 
But  the  Catholic    religion,  the  great  engine 
which  operated  definition  on  the  moral  charac- 
ter of  the  people,  was  fupported  cxclufively  by 
the  fecular  power,   and  the  neceflary  confer- 
quence  was,  that  its  fall  was  delayed  for  a  time, 
only  that  it  might  become  more  dreadful.    The 
philofophersi  confounding  Chriftianity  with  its 
corruptions,  drew  their  premifes  from  the  lat- 
ter to  difcredit  both.     The  French  people,  not 
knowing  what  religion  in  its  fimplicity  was,  felt 
the  force  of  the  arguments  which  expofed  the 
national  fuperftition,  and  were  convinced  that 
its  principles  were  abfurd,  its  fervice  triflidg, 
and  its  arrangements  prieftcraft.  They  thought 
that  this  was  religion  which  had  been  refuted^ 
and  they  threw  the  whole  away.  It  was  then  that 
God  Altnighty  was  renounced  in  the  National 
Aflembly,  that  civil  blQpd  ftreamed  without  re** 
morfe,  and  that  the  poignard  betame  the  law  of 
the  people.    The  judicial  principle  of  provi- 
dence 
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dence  enters  into  the  connection  of  caufe  and 
cSeS  in  the  fate  of  nations.  The  maflacre  of 
St  Bartholomew,  and  the  revocation  of  the  edi€t 
of  Nantes,  were  deeds  of  enormous  facrilege  ; 
thej  are  in  the  book  of  remembrance,  and  in 
the  feries  of  catsfation  ;  thejr  cruflied  the  rege- 
nerating influence  of  fpiritual  freedom,  they  ad- 
ded ferocity  to  the  national  charader,  and 
taught  the  people  the  leflbns  of  murder  and  ex- 
termination, 9s  the  treatment  of  the  weak- 
er party:  and  dreadful  has  the  application 
been.  The  heavens  fiill  lour  over  the  fcene ; 
the  end  is  not  yet.  To  a  thinking  Chrif- 
tian  there  remains  only  this  consolation,  that 
aU  things  fhall  work  together  for  good ;  that 
the  overruling  providence  of  God  makes  the 
wrath  of  man  to  prai£e  him ;  and  that  in  his  own 
unfearchable  ways  he  will  accompliih  his  pre- 
parations for  the  reign  of  virtue  in  the  ages  of 
peace. 

In  the  prefent  afped  of  the  Chriftian  world, 
we  fee  many  circumftances  which  have  a  vifi- 
1?le  tendency  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  the 
gofpel  in  fome  future  period ;  and  other  circum- 
Aances  which  obftruft  its  advancement  at  pre- 
fent^ and  maj  continue  to  do  fo  until  they  ar^ 
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removed.  The  want  of  fuccefs  in  time  paft  h 
no  reafon  for  the  friends  of  religion  to  defifl 
from  all  attempts  in  future ;  it.  is  only  a  reafon 
for  trying  the  effeds  of  fome  diflferent  modes 
from  thofe  which  have  always  failed,  and  for 
proceeding  upon  a  full  knowledge  of  the  cafe, 
with  wifdom  and  difcretion,  as  well  as  with  zeal. 
What  the  modes  are  which  may  be  adopted  io 
the  foreign  fervice  with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  j  perhaps  they  ought  to  be 
as  various  as  are  the  charaders  of  the  nations. 
With  regard  to  one  great  nation,  the  Hindoos, 
where  the  leading  cafts  are  compofed  of  men  of 
ftudy,  and  habituated  to  profound  refledion ; 
it  has  been  fuggefted  by  the  Prefident  of  the 
Afiatic  Society  in  Calcutta*,  of  all  men  the 
moft  competent  judge  on  this  fubjed,  that 
there  occurs  only  one  mode  in  which  an  impref- 
fion  may  be  polEble.  Let  no  miilionaries  be  em- 
ployed, let  a  book  be  prepared  confifting  of  the 
cleared  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament  which 
relate  to  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,  accompa- 
nied with  hiftorical  proofs  that  thefe  prophecies 
exifted  before  the  Chriftian  asra.     Let  it  next 

contain 
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contain  one  of  the  four  gofpels,  and  the  Adls  of 
the  Apoftles, — accompanied  fimply  with  proofs 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  writings ;  butr  let  no 
commentary  nor  refledlions  be  admitted.  The 
copies  of  this  book  in  the  languages  of  the  coun- 
try might  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  the 
reading  men  all  over  India :  it  is  neceflary  that 
Europeans  fhould  take  no  farther  charge  of 
it ;  let  it  be  found  as  the  treafure  which  has 
been  hid  in  a  field,  let  it  work  its  way  in  filence 
upon  the  Afiatic  mind.  If  this  beginning  fhould 
be  profperous,  it  would  be  eafy  to  introduce  in 
due  feafon  the  other  books  of  fcripture  to  a  wil- 
ling people. 

This  propofal,  which .  carries  with  it  the 
ftrong  charadters  of  genius,  fuggefts  to  the  mind 
fome  topics  of  important  refledion.  If  Chrif- 
tianity  fhould  thus  be  fown  rather  than  planted 
in  a  new  land,  without  any  thing  which  has  been 
derived  through  the  ecclefiailical  or  civil  litera^ 
tureof  the  weflern  nations,  butthefcriptures  and 
the  ancient  hiflory  which  is  collateral  with  the 
fcriptures  j  and  if  in  this  (late  of  total  and  effen- 
tial  detachment  from  any  traditions  or  ufages  lat* 
cr  than  the  apoftolic  age,  it  fhould  become  the 
predominant  religion  \  what  would  be  the  form 
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of  the  Chriftian  church  in  that  land  ?  how  would 
its  divines  reafon  and  decide  in  fpeculative  quef. 
tions  ?  What  regulations  in  the  condud  of  wor« 
(hip  would  they  embrace  ?  what  ceremonies  or 
plans  of  church  government  would  they  adopt  ? 
To  a  philofophical  divine  nothing  could  be  mors 
curious  and  interefting  than  a  new  church, 
formed  in  the  circumflances  now  fuppofed.  In 
whatever  country  this  (hould  take  place,  the 
new  fyftem  might  no  doubt  be  expected  to  bear 
in  ibme degree  the  chara^erof  the  foil ;  yet  much 
might  be  learned  from  examining  a  fcene  fo  pe- 
culiar. Although  the  fpecific  arrangements 
which  a  church  in  fuch  circumftances  might  a- 
dopt,  canpot  be  antecedently  known,  the 
mind  may  dwell  on  a  topic  like  this  with  edifi- 
cation. It  may  at  lead  throw  us  out  of  the  line 
of  our  prejudices  and  habits  £br  a  moment,  and 
teach  us  to  bear  with  one  another.  The  Chiif- 
tian  communities  now  mentioned,  might  in  ma- 
ny particular  articles  of  opinion,  worfhip  and  go- 
vernment, exhibit  very  different  features  from 
any  or  all  of  the^  churches  of  the  Weft,  yet 
bold  the  eflential  charadlers  of  Chriftianity  as 
truly  as  they.  Would  it  not  then  be  our  duty 
to  receive  them  as  brethren,  and  to  meet  them 
in  the  fellowfliip  of  the  gofpcl,  and  in  the  com- 
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inunion  of  its  ordinances  ?  You  think  it  would ; 
and  that  jour  Chriftian  communion,  in  (bcha 
cafe  as  this,  ought  not  to  be  dependent  upon  u- 
niformitj  in  opinion  or  obfcrvance.  It  is  well, 
your  principle  is  liberal  and  good  ;  but  it  needs 
not  be  laid  afleep  until  an  opportunity  fuch  as 
has  now  been  fuppofed  fliall  occur;  there  is  work 
for  it  here.  We  have  Chriftian  churches  va- 
rioufly  conftituted :  and  we  have  many  clalTes  of 
feflaries  and  diflenters,  fincere  and  honeft 
Chriftians,  who  do  not  by  any  means  differ  (b 
widely  from  our  notions  of  dotSlrine,  worlhip  and 
government,  as  a  new  church  might«  Go  then^ 
and  refped  now  in  Europe  what  you  own 
would  form  a  Chriftian  obligation  in  Afia« 
ft 

It  were  to  be  wiftied,  that  men  of  talents^ 
whofe  engagements  lead  them  to  reftde  among 
the  other  nations  who  are  yet  ftrangers  to 
Chriftianity,  would  turn  their  attention  to  the 
fubjedt  of  introducing  Chriftian  knowledge,  and 
communicate  their  thoughts  upon  the  means  of 
making  a  proper  impreflion  upon  the  coun- 
tries with  which  they  are  conneded.  It  b  pof^ 
ble  that  by  reforting  to  plans  hitherto  unthought 
of,  adapted  refpedively  to  different  countries^ 
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many  of  the  difficulties  which  have  hitherto  o- 
perated  fetally  in  this  fervice  may  be  avoided. 

Thefe  things  however  are  hypotheticaL  The 
general  reformation  of  the  Chriftians  is  the  great 
objed,  which  when  accompliftied  will  operate 
the  certain  fuccefs  of  the  religion  of  our  Lord. 
Every  undertaking  which  contributes  to  this 
end,  performS'its  part  in  the  plan  of  providence, 
by  which  Chriftianity  (hall  become  univerfal. 
To  take  charge  of  the  youth  in  a  Chriftian  land, 
and  in  thofe  remote  diftriiSb  where  the  means  of 
inftruclion  are  few,  to  train  them  to  knowledge 
and  to  found  principles,  is, not  only  initfelf  a 
good  work,  but  may  produce  effeds  in  diftant 
times,  fuch  as  cannot  at  prefent  be  the  fubjedt 
of  calculation.  This  work  in  the  Highlands 
and  Iflands  of  Scotland,  though  not  the  only,  is 
the  principal  objeft  of  the  refpedable  Society  to 
which  I  have  addrefled  thefe  obfervations.  It 
is  a  work  of  wifdom,  of  piety,  and  of  charity. 

Now  we  fee  not  yet  all  things  put  under  bim. 
Chriftians,  let  not  the  partial  fuccefs  which  the 
caufe  of  truth  has  as  yet  obtained,  difquiet  your 
minds.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  work  of  ages 
in  its  progrefs,  and  like  the  other  works  of  God, 
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to  proceed  gradually  to  the  confummation. 
The  lofricft  trees  of  the  foreft  have  fprung  up 
from  fmall  feeds,  and  have  borne  the  ftrifc  of 
the  elements  through  many  winters  before  they 
have  come  to  their  perfeftion  :  So  the  tree  which 
tl^e  Lord  hath  plartted  muft  encounter  the  tem- 
ped during  its  growth,  and  fufFer  many  chilling 
blafts,  which  may  arreft  its  progrefs  in  their 
feafons ;  but  it  (hall  at  laft  fend  forth  its  boughs 
on  every  fide,  and  its  (hade  fliall  be  for  the  re- 
frcfhing  of  the  nations. 

It  is  not  yet  eighteen  hundred  years  fince  the 
introdudUon  of  Chriftianity.  In  the  plan  of  God, 
with  whom  a  thoufand  years  are  but  as  one  day, 
eighteen  centuries  may  form  but  a  fmall  part  of 
the  duration  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  this 
fcene  of  things.  The  prophets  have  given  notice^ 
of  a  fcheme  of  immenfe  extent,  and  only  a  fmall 
part  of  it  is  as  yet  filled  up.  God  will  be  glori- 
fied in  its  real  and  durable  fuccefs.  The  Chrif- 
tian  churches  (hall  be  purified  and  united  in 
affedion ;  the  gofpel  Ihall  be  feen  in  its  mo- 
ral charader  and  its  attradive  power ;  every 
falfe  religion  (hall  give  way,  and  all  the  ftmi- 
lies  of  the  earth  (hall  be  ble(red  in  Jefus,  and 
call  him  blefied ;  infidelity  ihall  difappear,  war 
(hall  ceaifci  and  (lavery  (hall  be  heard  of  no  more. 
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•  jThe  actual  eflfcfts  of  the  great  interpoli- 
tion  ihall  then  be  difpl^ed,  through  long  pe- 
riotlp  <rf'tHnei  which  irte  indefinitely  ejtpreflcd 
in  prophecy  by  the  terna  of  a  tbbufand  years. 
For  how  many  thoufand  yeafrs  in  eventual  nu- 
meration the  *promifed  (late  of  things  may  en- 
dufe,  it  h  impc^ble  to  tell ;  but,  if  is  ci^fol%» 
toi^y  to  th6  buman.;nin4iamidft  the  forrow^  and.  . 
anxieties  with  which  many  of  the  jevents  ip  the 
hiftory  of  maiikgid  are  viewedi  tb  refledl  that 
the  Lord  reigneth,  and  that  under  his  provi- 
dence the  preparations  are  making  in  fecret  for 
the  manifeftation  of  bi^  univerfal  kingdom, 
in  the  recovery  of  the  nations  to  virtue,  piety, 
and  peace.  Tbe  wol/al/bjball  dwell  wUb  the 
lamb ^  and  U^e  leopard  Jball  lie  down  wUb^ibe 
kid;,  and.  the  calf  and  the  young  Hon  and  the 
fatting  together ^  and  a  little  child  Jball  lead 
tbeni.  And  the  fucking  child  Jball  play  on  the 
bole  of  the  afpy  and  the  weaned  child  Jball  put 
bis  hand  on  the  den  of  the  viper.  They  Jball  not 
hurt  nor  difirOy  in  all  my  holy  mountain:  for 
the  earth  Jball  he  fill  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
I/>rd^  as  the  waters  cover  thefea. 

Amen,  Even  fo,  Come  Lord  Jefus, 

FINIS.. 


